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1,20,22 Introduction to the book of Revelation 

As you probably noticed in the email I sent letting everyone know I was going to go 

through the book of Revelation, I struggled with finding the words to convey how 

important the study of this book is right now.   

Revelation is the final consummation, the fulfillment, of all that the Father has 

desired and planned for His Son from eternity past. 

And it’s the one book in the Bible that brings clarity to all that humanity has 

experienced and suffered for six thousand years.   

The Greek name of this book is apokalupsis (the transliteration is apocalypse, and 

it’s normally translated “revelation”) which means, “the taking off of a covering, an 

unveiling; a laying bare or disclosure”.   

The first place it’s used is in Luke 2:32 where Simeon lifted the baby Jesus into his 

arms and blessed Him.  Here’s the passage; 

“. . . then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, ‘Now Lord, 

you are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, according to Your 

word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a Light of revelation (apokalupsis) to the Gentiles, 

and the glory of Your people Israel.” 

It’s an unveiling of God; a shining forth of His glory in Christ.   

In the book of Revelation, we are allowed to see things that are hidden from the 

world.  When the Lord opens this book to us spiritually, we discover that what we 

see also unveils the rest of the Bible so that (as one author put it) “God’s plan 

throughout the ages becomes a clear stream of truth.”   

The world doesn’t realize it, but we are moments away from heaven coming to 

earth; from the kingdom of Christ be established, Satan bound, and the marriage 

supper of the Lamb being celebrated in Jerusalem. 

Everything that has been prophesied is now being revealed. That’s the reality of 

this time in history.   

We are living in the ‘insight’ generation. 
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Revelation is also the revealing of Christ as both the identity and the Life of the 

new creation.  Christ, Himself, is the explanation of His creation. 

(Col. 1:17) “In Him were all things created, in the heavens and upon the 

earth, things visible and things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities or powers; all things have been created through Him, and unto 

Him; and He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together" 

The intention in the heart of the Father in bringing this universe into existence was 

that, ultimately, the whole creation would display the nature and glory of His Son. 

(Eph. 1:10) “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather 

together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are 

on earth. . .” 

And a large part of Revelation is a description of the means God will use to bring 

this to completion; 

(Rom. 8:19-22) “For the earnest expectation of the creation waits for the 

revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to vanity, not of 

its own will, but by reason of Him Who subjected it in hope, that the 

creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 

the freedom of the glory of the sons of God. For we know that the whole 

creation groans and travails in pain together. . .". 

Revelation shows the Person and the processes by which God will realize His 

ultimate goal; beginning with the evaluation of the Church in chapters 2 & 3, the 

judgment of the nations and purification of Israel in chapters 4-19, the judgment of 

the lost and the binding of Satan in chapter 20 and culminating in a description of 

the new heavens and earth in chapters 21-22. 

The entire Bible, in all its history and instruction of God’s thought and purpose, has 

led to what we see in the book of Revelation.  It’s both the fulfillment and 

explanation of everything that has happened from eternity past, through human 

history and into eternity future. 

The Bible only makes sense in a way that’s complete for us if we understand the 

book of Revelation. 

At present, we only see the end by faith.  As this author describes it; 
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“This is the state of things: brokenness, scatteredness, discord, quarrelling, 

and strife, and conflict, and war, and hatred. That's the state of the creation, 

isn't it? Am I exaggerating? Surely not. It's like that today everywhere; from 

center to circumference of this creation, it is all broken to pieces, and all the 

pieces are against each other. There is no harmony, no unity and no 

integration. 

“But God had a secret. He knew all about that, He knew what would happen; 

He knew what would come; and He devised His own way of meeting it and 

had a secret in His own heart as to how He would meet it and solve that 

problem, that terrible problem. That is what Paul calls 'the mystery’. How 

would He do it? He would 'gather together all things in Christ'. He would 

make His Son the integrating Center and Sphere of a new creation, a new 

order, in which all these diversities and conflicts would never again be 

found. Surely, that sends a thrill through us.” 

When we study and meditate on the life of Jesus of Nazareth and get to know who 

He is, it’s ‘thrilling’ to think that all of creation, from microcosm to macrocosm, will 

draw its beauty, character and definition from that Life which was revealed to the 

world in Israel 2000 years ago. 

(Ephesians 1:9 and 11) “Having made known to us the mystery of His will, 

according to His good pleasure, which He has purposed in Himself. . . 

according to the purpose of Him Who works all things after the council of 

His own will. . .” 

God is going to sum up all things in Christ.  His creation was not an experiment; it 

was a plan.  The end of history, as we’ll see in Revelation, is not God’s reaction to 

man’s unpredictability.   

God knows what and why He has done all He has done.  He knows the end from 

the beginning because He planned the end from the beginning. 

As C.A. Coates said, “We will never understand the movements of God, even 

in our own lives, until we understand His object or purpose.  God has a 

specific purpose in all His creative acts; the history of man; the history of the 

universe – everything is the outworking of God’s one supreme goal.” 
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Everything that exists, everything that happens, only has significance or value in 

God’s eyes as it contributes to the purpose of filling all creation with the glory of 

His Son.   

And everything that in any way attempts to hinder this purpose is under judgment 

and will eventually be banished from the universe.    

The Church is meant to be the fullness of the glory of Christ expressed in a 

corporate, eternal form.  The Church has never been intended to be anything more 

or less than that; the expression of Christ in His second body.   

It’s not a club or a religious organization or a way of life, or human obedience to a 

Biblical blueprint.  It’s Christ in us, the hope of glory. 

For now, we dimly reflect that glory – eventually, we will perfectly reflect His glory.  

As Ephesians 5:27 promises, we will be “. . . a glorious Church, not having spot or 

wrinkle, or any such thing.” 

Practically speaking; the question then becomes, “Does my goal for my life match 

God’s goal for my life?”   

His intent is to take us into and through whatever circumstances are needed to 

shape us into the image of the glorified Christ.  To burn away the flesh and 

establish us as weakened and dependent vessels of Christ’s indwelling.  

This is what He is working toward in all we go through.   

Is our agenda the same as His?  Is our most sought-after pursuit in this life to be 

conformed to Christ?  Is God free from resistance on our part to His completing 

this process in us?   

This is where spiritual vision begins. 

Once we see what God is after we can share His burden to see it fulfilled.  If our 

vision is limited to “Christianity” as a religion, then the glory of Christ in us will be 

limited to earthly institutions, Christian activities and organizations, but if we see 

the Church as God sees it, we will press into God’s goal.   

Which means that we will reject in ourselves all that does not express Christ and 

we will adjust and pursue the development in ourselves of all that does. 
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Before we go further, here’s my first disclaimer – I’m using Tozer for this, because 

if he could say it, I don’t feel so bad saying the same thing. 

“The attempt of churchmen to explain everything for the smiling skeptic has 

had an affect exactly opposite to that which was intended.  It has reduced 

worship to the level of the intellect and emotion, and introduced the 

rationalistic spirit into the wonders of Christianity.  This is sure to be fatal to 

true spirituality, for the whole heart attitude of these expositors is wrong 

and they cannot but lead their disciples astray.  They belong to that class of 

persons mentioned by Cicero, who ‘fear nothing so much as to appear to be 

in doubt about anything.’  They proceed on the false assumption that 

everything in heaven and earth can be explained.” 

So, regardless of what we are able to fully understand by the time we’ve finished 

studying Revelation, as J.D. once commented, “. . . the study of Bible prophecy is 

more important now than at any other time in human history.” 

One of the things we’re now able to do (which I was not able to do the first time I 

taught Revelation) is show how current events are setting up the fulfillment of 

Biblical prophecy. 

We can also make much clearer and more direct application of the warnings and 

encouragements given to each of the seven phases of Church development over 

the last 2000 years. 

Of course, to show the transition of our world into the tribulation period (the reign 

of the Antichrist), and to apply the messages of the seven churches in Rev. 2 & 3 - 

will no doubt involve some controversy. 

But at this point, I’m way less concerned about that, than about making sure those 

who want to know what’s happening in this world, and in the spiritual realm we 

live in, will have that opportunity.  

We may not know the exact form each prophetic fulfillment will take until the 

specific point in the tribulation that the prophecy is fulfilled.  Which means the 

Church, prior to the rapture, will not know as much as those saved during the 

tribulation after our departure, as they see everything unfolding around them. 
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(Dan. 12:9-10) “And the angel said, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are 

concealed until the end of time. Many will be purged, purified and refined, 

but the wicked will behave wickedly. None of the wicked shall understand, 

but those who are [spiritually] wise will understand.” 

So, the best we can do with some of the prophecies is to say, ‘If this prophecy were 

to happen tomorrow, this is what it would look like based on where the world is 

today.’ 

For example, based on today’s technology and the plans that are currently 

underway, the ‘mark of the beast’ of Revelation 13, if implemented in the near 

future, would likely be an implanted chip on the right hand or forehead containing 

all of our personal information related to our finances, our medical records 

(including our vaccine passport) and our social credit score.   

(Rev. 13:16-17) “He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that 

no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark.” 

For example, in Sweden thousands of employees have voluntarily been chipped. 

This is from an article published in the Spiegel International website: 

“When the object beneath his skin first got implanted, Alexander Huber 

grabbed his hand pretty often. He stroked the little dent between his thumb 

and index finger and pushed it back and forth. It felt almost like when he 

first put his wedding ring on. Today, though, he has almost completely 

forgotten that the object is there. ‘It's become a part of my body,’ he says. 

A microchip in a glass tube the size of a grain of rice has been implanted 

under the skin in his hand, providing a digital interface to his body. 

Huber uses it for work. The 39-year-old Swede manages the Scandinavian 

operations of the European travel and tour conglomerate TUI in Stockholm. 

The chip in his hand enables him to open doors in the office, activate 

printers and open electronic locks on cabinets or snack vending machines. 

All he has to do is press the back of his hand to the card reader. In earlier 

days, if Huber went to the office on a Saturday and somehow forgot his 
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badge, he'd be stuck outside. With the implant, that problem no longer 

exists. ‘I'll never forget my hand,’ he says. 

Huber was TUI Nordic's first employee to get chipped. Now, 115 out of the 

company's 500 employees wear the implant, and have done so voluntarily. 

An estimated 5,000 people throughout Sweden have had chips planted 

under their skin, which they use to open their front door or even as a digital 

train ticket.” 

More recent information out of Sweden is reporting that Swedes are now getting 

vaccine passport verification implanted also.  In the notes I send out, I’ll include a 

link to a two-minute video showing what it looks like and how that works.  I’ll also 

include a link to another article at a media site that is supportive of the chip. Here’s 

their headline: 

“A TECH firm says it has developed a microchip that can be implanted in a 

human arm and scanned with a cell phone to prove you have a Covid 

vaccine.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJrn0VgVUIs&t=40s  

https://www.the-sun.com/tech/3913734/microchip-implanted-into-skin-

vaccination-status-proof/  

In an interview with an economist from Ireland, she explained why this might not 

be a good idea for us;  

“It started with lockdowns, nobody can participate in society, then it was, ‘If 

you comply’ (masks & vaccine passports) you can join society, then it’s going 

to be, ‘If you adopt central bank digital currency’ you can participate, then it 

will be social and carbon credit scores.  With these they will have total 

control over every aspect of our lives – that’s the globalist’s end game.” 

Mark Henry summarizes it this way; 

“It will be like a three-legged compliance measure, this one chip will have 

your medical information, it’ll have your social credit score (your social 

passport) and it will have the digital currency portion (your financial 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lJrn0VgVUIs&t=40s
https://www.the-sun.com/tech/3913734/microchip-implanted-into-skin-vaccination-status-proof/
https://www.the-sun.com/tech/3913734/microchip-implanted-into-skin-vaccination-status-proof/
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passport).  What we see with Sweden is a form of conditioning and 

normalizing of surrendering personal privacy to the government to protect 

or increase participation in society.” 

So, right now, everything is focused on social conditioning, and on experimentation 

and trial runs.  The goal is governmental control leading to the mark of the beast. 

The technological infrastructure of the Antichrist’s kingdom is almost fully 

developed so that after the removal of the Church, and the Man of Lawlessness is 

revealed, he will be able to step onto the world stage and oversee an empire 

already in place – with global citizens longing for his appearing. 

These are just a couple examples out of many we will be looking at as we go 

through this book.  I neither knew nor taught things like this in the past because all 

of them came to light following the roll out of the Covid-19. 

Thanks to input from Sam, Doug and Matt; and from commentators I didn’t know 

about in the past, there will be some significant additions to our study of 

Revelation this time.   

Also, even though the events of Revelation chapters 4 and following take place 

after the Church is removed, there are immense advantages to us in knowing what 

happens during the tribulation.  

For example; (Rev. 18:23) “. . . all the nations were deceived by your 

sorcery.” 

As we’ve seen in other studies, in the Greek, “sorcery” is “pharmakia” from which 

we get “pharmaceutical”. 

The New American Standard Greek Lexicon tells us that this word means, “The use 

or the administering of drugs; poisoning through deception and seduction.” 

The "sorcery" of the end-times deception of all nations involves a global 

distribution of dangerous pharmaceuticals.  

The prophecy regarding “pharmakia” is only one of the 21st century means of 

deceiving the nations.  There are other deceptions that will sweep the world and 

we will look at those as we go through Revelation, but knowing that pharmakia is 

one of them is extremely helpful in identifying our time in history.  
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The stage has already been set for this specific prophecy to be finally fulfilled.   

In the past, commentators speculated about what the prophetic fulfillments would 

look like when they arrived.  And until recently, speculation was about all that 

could be done.   

The fact that we are able to make sense of what, in the past, was a mystery is a 

strong indicator of the nearness of the fulfillment of the prophecies in Revelation. 

With the global shutdown and push for a Great Reset intended to completely 

transform governments, cultures, and society world-wide, we have seen a much 

more comprehensive advancement than at any time in the past to implement a 

global, cashless economy, a New World Order and a world religion (all of which are 

in Rev. 13).   

We can now see with much greater detail how these prophecies will be realized. 

But as I mentioned in the beginning, as important as identifying prophetic 

fulfillment is, the main thing we’re to focus on are the implications of what we 

study to our lives spiritually, so we can live as those walking in the light and not in 

darkness. 

(1 Thess. 5:4-5) “But you, brothers, are not in the darkness so that this day 

should overtake you like a thief. For you are all sons of the light and sons of 

the day; we do not belong to the night or to the darkness. . .” 

In the Bible, the word “glory” refers to the visible expression of the invisible nature 

and character of God.  And the repeated theme throughout Revelation is the glory 

of Christ. 

Here’s how one author puts it, 

“In the history of this world good and evil began together.  In Christ good 

has overcome the evil in such a way that the glory is displayed.  God’s 

purpose in the saints necessarily runs along that line, and if they are set for 

the expression of the glory of Christ, they must first be set for His purpose; 

and if this glory were more known it would work wonderful advancement in 

the progress of souls and in the testimony down here” 
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Now, something to keep in mind (which is the first part of vs. 1) is that this book is 

not the Revelation of ‘The Revelation’; it’s the Revelation of Christ.  It’s a book in 

which Christ is both the subject and the center of everything. 

One of the dangers we face when studying this is to be so caught up in the details, 

(like the mark of the beast, what is Babylon, what is a Laodicean, when does the 

Antichrist come on the scene, etc.?), that we lose our focus on what the Spirit 

wants us to focus on, which is how everything in Revelation ties directly into the 

Person of Christ. 

In other words, this is a book about a Person more than it is a book about the 

future.  And if we don’t keep that in mind as we study it, we will miss the blessing it 

promises to those who read it.  We’re blessed by a deepening, spiritual 

relationship with Christ, not just by filling our heads with information about Him. 

As one commentator on Revelation wrote, 

“It is not a mere prediction of divine judgments upon the wicked, and of the 

final triumph of the righteous made known by Christ, but a book of the 

revelation of Christ in his Person, offices and future administrations when He 

shall be seen coming from heaven as He was once seen going into heaven. 

“All scripture is profitable, but there are some portions more especially 

significant and precious, and proper attention to which has particular 

advantages.  Of this sort is this book of Revelation.” 

There are some major challenges when anyone studies Revelation.  First is the 

method the Holy Spirit chose to use in writing it – symbolism.  There’s symbolism 

throughout the Bible in different places, but Revelation is nearly all symbolism; and 

it’s difficult to accurately interpret the meaning of each of the symbols used.  

They’re used to describe heaven, earth, sea, humans, demons, Lucifer – all types of 

things created.  It’s a book of symbols. 

Second, because of the interest in the amazing information contained in this book, 

there is the danger of focusing on the academic and missing the spiritual.   The 

academic paves the way for the spiritual, but it’s not the academic that’s the goal. 

(1 Cor. 3:1-3) “And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, 

but as to carnal, as to infants in Christ. I gave you milk to drink, not solid 



11 
 

food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not 

yet able, for you are still carnal . . . are you not walking like mere men?” 

So, they had knowledge, but not spiritual life.  “Walking” refers to their lifestyle, 

which in their case was indistinguishable from the natural or unbelieving man.  

They were “hearers” of the word, not “doers” ending up self-deceived; as James 

1:22-24 describes them. 

As we will see in Revelation chapters 2 & 3, having “ears to hear what the Spirit is 

saying”, which is an openness to receive spiritual instruction directly from Him, is 

not optional.   

It’s not an issue of perfection, or none of us would have any hope of hearing 

anything; it’s a person who has a responsive relationship with the Lord 

characterized by a personal commitment to obedience to the light the Spirit gives. 

(Rev. 1:3) “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the 

prophecy, and keep the things which are written in it . . .” 

Reading, hearing and keeping. 

That’s something very personal between us and the Lord.  

All of us need to bathe our personal study with serious prayer to understand, not 

just the information, but the spiritual truths behind that information. 

I want to briefly share something I found on this by J.B. Stoney; 

“A servant of the Lord is to stand for God first, and then act toward men.  It 

is not just what he does, it is what he is.  (1 Tim. 4:12) ‘Be an example to the 

believers in word, conduct, love, faith and purity.’  The servant is here for 

God.  He may have his peculiar work besides; he may help people; but his 

beginning is to stand for Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit in the place 

where Christ has been rejected.” 

I read those comments by Stoney because it will be our relationship with Christ 

that determines the depth of our comprehension of His words to us.  He opens His 

greatest spiritual treasures to those whose hearts are upright before Him.   

(Psalm 125:4 & 119:68) “Do good, O LORD . . . to those who are upright in 

their hearts . . . teach me Your statutes.” 
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(2 Chron. 16:9) “For the eyes of the LORD search the whole earth, to show 

Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.” 

Now, this is from Donald Barnhouse’s introduction to Revelation; 

“We are living in the strangest days that man has ever known.  The world 

has passed through terrible times before, but never has the whole earth 

been so bound together in its wild plunging through one catastrophe after 

another as today.  There have been political crises, but not on a scale that 

touched all of the continents.  Thoughtful Bible students agree almost 

universally that we are living at the end of this age, and we are seeing 

prophetic events take place in their course of fulfillment.  The world is 

rushing rapidly through all of the scenes of history which God has written in 

advance.  The book of Revelation is the book of the present hour.  If we 

know this book, we will be kept from fear as the age in which we live closes 

down.  There are terrible judgments coming on this world and our nation 

especially.  Those who know this book have no fear; for the believer may 

know not only God’s plan but his own personal place in that plan.  The God 

of eternity, who knows the end from the beginning, is saying to His own, ‘I 

know the thoughts that I have toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace, 

not of evil, to give you and future and a hope’ (Jer. 29:11).’” 

The overriding description of life on this planet that Barnhouse gives us puts you 

and I in the perfect place to see things in the world and in the Bible with greater 

clarity than at any other time in our lives. 

That description also shows the pressure we all feel because of the time we’re 

living in.  Not just the pressure of a world out of control, but on a personal level, 

many of us are experiencing consistent, crushing pressure of the enemy’s attempts 

to take us out of the fight; to discourage, weaken and if possible, deceive us.  Life 

has become extremely difficult; as Paul puts in (2 Cor. 1:8) “. . . we were pressed 

out of measure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of 

life.” 

I would never wish that on anyone, but there are things learned in the place of 

suffering that can’t be learned anywhere else.  That level of pressure makes prayer 

and study acts of determined desperation rather than just ‘when convenient’ 

perusal of God’s word and routine prayer lists. 
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And don’t be discouraged if your prayers are filled with confusion and tears.  That’s 

not a lack of faith.  If you didn’t have any faith, you wouldn’t be praying in the first 

place.  All you have to do is read through the Psalms to see what deep, heartfelt 

faith looks like – tears are a constant in David’s prayers. 

That’s when prayer gets God’s attention; and it’s when the Bible becomes a new 

book.  And that’s exactly what we are going to need, if we hope to see what’s 

really being conveyed to us in the book of Revelation. 

I don’t want to just have a study on a fascinating book in the Bible.  If that’s all this 

turns out to be, then we won’t gain what the Lord wants us to gain from this. 

Finally, as some of you know, since I share this often, I struggle with a personal 

frustration and sadness over watching the pulpits of our country ignoring, not just 

Revelation, but prophecy in general. 

I’m going to close by reading a couple of familiar passages and then read 

something by Joseph Seiss that I feel is a perfect response to that problem.  

So, even though you’ve heard these verses (and will hear them again in other 

studies), pretend like you haven’t, so you’ll be able to think through the 

implications of what they’re saying. 

(Matt. 16:2-3) “He replied, ‘When evening comes, you say, ‘The weather will 

be fair, for the sky is red,’ and in the morning, ‘Today it will be stormy, for 

the sky is red and overcast.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of 

the sky, but not the signs of the times.” 

(1 Thess. 5:4-5) “But you, brothers, are not in the darkness so that this day 

should overtake you like a thief.  For you are all sons of the light and sons of 

the day; we do not belong to the night or to the darkness.” 

Now Seiss’s comments; 

“Nor can I close without remarking how all this crushes to atoms those 

erroneous and mischievous notions entertained by many, that there is 

nothing useful in prophetic studies.  To say nothing of the duty of giving 

heed to what God has thought it important to record, or of the folly of 

seeing only peril in trying to understand what the Spirit of God has inspired 

for our leaning and consolation. What man is he, who, in the face of this 
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test, and its outspoken benediction, will venture to denounce investigation 

into sacred prophecy? What if it is often dark and mysterious?  The more 

difficult, the greater the reason for earnest examination.  Be the obscurity 

and mystery what it may, God says, ‘Blessed is he that reads and they that 

hear the words . . . which are written.’  What if this book of Revelation is the 

filled with perplexing mysteries?  It is then a book which above all needs our 

most solemn and studious attention.  It is concerning this book especially 

that God pronounces this blessedness upon the devout and obedient 

inquirer.” 

So, as we study Revelation, if you find yourself experiencing things you didn’t 

anticipate (and to be honest, don’t really want) just keep in mind that allowing 

trials to turn our hearts toward God is a good thing; it can raise us above where we 

are now; which I believe all of us want. 


