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10,20,22 2 Pet. 2:2-9, The Deceptive Influence of False Teachers, Part 2 

Before we move into the verses in 2 Pet., that we’re going to look at tonight, I want 

to comment on a part of vs. 1 that we didn’t have time to discuss last week.  Here’s 

the verse; 

“But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be 

false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, 

even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift 

destruction.” 

The part we didn’t get to was, “bring on themselves swift destruction”. 

The word for “destruction” is the word consistently used for the destruction that 

comes to the lost in their final destination (which we looked at extensively in our 

study of the Lake of Fire in Rev. 20).   

The word for “swift” could be translated “suddenly” or “soon” or both, depending 

on context.  It’s difficult to be dogmatic about Peter’s use here because the Greek 

word (tachinos – takh-ee-nos’) is only used twice in the New Testament and three 

times in the Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures of the Old Testament (the 

Septuagint).  The NT use seems to lean toward “soon”, but the OT use emphasizes 

suddenly. 

Peter may have believed that these teachers would die ‘soon’ for their heresy, but 

since the context of 2 Peter is an eschatological discussion of the extreme increase 

of false teachers at the end of the age, I would lean toward Peter predicting the 

suddenness and certainty of their destruction at the return of Christ. 

Another reason I tend to believe this is what Peter wrote in vs. 3;  

“They will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time, their judgment 

has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.” 

Peter is assuring his readers that even though these false teachers seem to be 

getting away with what they are doing, the destruction is not “sleeping” or “idle”; 

its simply awaiting the right time.  When it comes, it will come as a thief in the 

night. 

Ok, now let’s pick up where we left off.   

I came across an intro to this part of 2 Pet. that I want to share.  It’s from J.N.D. 

Kelly; 
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“At this point, postponing till chapter three his further defense and 

exposition of the Christian eschatological hope, the writer plunges into a 

warning against, and vehement denunciation of, false teachers who are 

undermining the Church’s faith and practice.  The whole object of Peter’s 

epistle is to set out the true teaching and safeguard it against distortions.” 

I’m trying to find authors, and when possible, words of my own, that show how 

incredibly serious this is.  Over the last 2000 years, many more believers who failed 

to move into maturity did so due to deception than through personal sin. 

Yet, strangely, we don’t seem to be nearly as concerned about being deceived as 

we are about trying to avoid sin.  Avoiding sin is a must, for sure.  But recognizing 

deception is much more difficult than recognizing sin. 

I’m going to just fire off several brief quotes I found from various authors while I 

was working on this; 

First, here’s Arthur Pink’s input; 

“False prophets are to be found in the circles of the most orthodox, and they 

pretend to have a fervent love for souls, yet they fatally delude multitudes 

concerning the way of salvation.”  

And from an online commentary on this section of 2 Pet. 

“In recent years there has been a false teaching emerging in what is 

ironically known as the ‘emergent church movement!’ When Peter says, 

‘false teachers will be’, the verb is future tense indicating this is a prophecy. 

Peter saw it coming over 2000 years ago.  And do not miss the phrase 

‘among you’ which is more literally ‘’in your midst’ (See Paul's warning to the 

church at Ephesus).  These deceitful servants of Satan will infiltrate and 

intermingle with God's saints. The point is clear, ‘among’ indicates this is an 

inside job so to speak, just as Paul had warned the Ephesian elders would 

occur upon his departure.  The point is that whenever a true work of God is 

begun, it is not long before satanic counterfeits began to infiltrate.” 

This next quote is from Rob Salvato; 

“When it comes to the Church today there are some who feed their flocks 

what amounts to spiritual candy – Feel good sermons – whose aim is to 

make people feel happy / to help them feel good about themselves.  

Sermons where people are never convicted, confronted or challenged – 
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Then there are other spiritual leaders or movements who feed their 

congregations or followers – what amounts to poison causing their 

congregations to never come into life . . . These false teachers will present a 

clever, even catchy attractive message in which they will secretly introduce 

error alongside of the truth. The majority of their message is orthodox, but 

the small percentage of doctrinal poison is enough to bring about 

destruction of souls or the stagnation of the saints.” 

Criswell defines a "false teacher" as; 

"A suave, affable, personable, scholarly man who claims to be the friend of 

Christ. He preaches in the pulpit, he writes learned books, he publishes 

articles in the religious magazines. He attacks Christianity from within. He 

makes the church and the school a lodging place for every unclean and 

hateful bird. He leavens the meal with the doctrine of the Sadducees.” 

Finally, G. MacDonald; 

“These false teachers take their place inside the church.  They sit next to you 

or share the pulpit. They pose as ministers of the gospel. This is what makes 

the peril so great. If they came right out and said they were atheists or 

agnostics, people would be on guard. But they are masters of deception. 

They carry the Bible and use orthodox expressions —though using them to 

mean something entirely different. The president of a liberal theological 

seminary acknowledged the strategy as follows: ‘Churches often change 

convictions without formally renouncing views to which they were 

previously committed, and their theologians usually find ways of preserving 

continuity with the past through re-interpretations.” 

In other words, everything false teachers teach is supported by misapplied proof-

texts which the immature believer can’t see through.  If the Bible is in action and 

the teacher is a loving, caring, committed person – his exegesis must be accurate. 

When I think back over the last 50 years of my Christian experience and all the 

Christians I’ve known, the number of Demas’s who fell away because they “loved 

this present world” is far fewer than the number of believers who fell away 

because they were seduced into some form of deception.  

I’ve had close friends tell me to leave their home because I tried to help them see 

the dangers of reformed theology; I’ve had others engage in heated debate 
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(putting it mildly) because I didn’t buy into some of the fringe elements of the 

charismatic movement.   

The list is long and heart-breaking.  I can see why men like Sparks talk so much 

about the inevitable loneliness that accompanies anyone who refuses to 

compromise and is determined, in spite of all their weaknesses and failings, to 

keep pressing on.  As a whole, the Church isn’t interested in the Cross or in 

defending the faith once for all delivered unto the saints.  They just want to be 

secure, content, and happy.  If they have that, they believe they are in the center 

of God’s will.   They want to be “increased with goods and have need of nothing”. 

Here is verse 2 and the first part of verse 3; 

“And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of 

truth will be blasphemed.  By covetousness they will exploit you with 

deceptive words.” 

Notice the word “many”.  It’s a term that’s used in a large variety of contexts, but it 

always refers to a majority.  One of the greatest deceptions of all is knowing that 

the majority will fail the test of this earthly pilgrimage, but that it is never “me” 

that this is referring to. 

We know that “many will say to me, Lord, Lord” and discover they were never 

saved.  We also know that “many Christians will give head to doctrines of demons”.  

But the lost never believe they are lost and the believer always seems to believe he 

is impervious to deception. 

In vs. 2, Peter talks about the “way of truth being blasphemed” because of the 

lifestyles and teaching of the false teachers. 

I don’t know how many of you became Christians as adults, but I can remember 

before I came to Christ what it felt like to see so-called Christian evangelists preach 

sacrifice, compassion and even the poverty of the Lord and His apostles and then 

see pictures of these evangelist’s million-dollar mansions and $100,000 dollar 

Bentleys. 

The hypocrisy was obvious and I couldn’t understand why their followers couldn’t 

see through this.  But it also turned me off to Christianity because unfortunately, 

all I knew about Christianity is what was embodied in those evangelists. 

Eventually, I met some individual believers who were genuine and I realized that 

not everyone who claims to be a Christian actually is a Christian. 
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I also thought it was interesting that when Peter wrote about these teachers he 

said, “by covetousness, they will exploit you.” 

The old cliché “follow the money” is true.  The false teachers are in it for the 

money and one of the ways they draw in followers is to appeal to their flesh, to the 

desire to be rich.  “If you send me money, God will reward you 100-fold”.  Stuff like 

that. 

I don’t know what the 1st century version looked like, but the “health and wealth” 

gospel of our generation is everywhere and millions of believers have climbed 

aboard that train. 

Now, in verses four through nine, Peter addresses a principle that we need to have 

firmly planted in our souls – in spite of the reality that these heretics seem to be 

prospering and God seems to be ignoring their evil, they will be judged and the 

righteous will be protected.   

Before we read the verses, keep in mind that the righteousness Peter is talking 

about is not the positional righteousness of all true Christians, but the purity of 

heart of those within the body of Christ who are growing in their discernment and 

can see through the deceptions around them.   

If Peter meant that all believers would automatically be protected from all 

deception simply by their positional identification with Christ, there would be no 

need for any warnings to us in any of the epistles.   

The entire human race, including Christians, are vulnerable to deception.  In fact, 

the Deceiver’s greatest efforts in deception are directed at God’s children.  Here’s 

the passage in 2 Pet. 2:4-9; 

“For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell 

and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;  

and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a 

preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;  

and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them 

to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live 

ungodly;  and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy 

conduct of the wicked  (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, 

tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their 

lawless deeds)—  then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of 
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temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of 

judgment.” 

Peter begins by taking us back to the fall of the angels.  They were created 

innocent, but followed the lead of Lucifer and turned their back on God and 

heaven.  We know from Gen. 6 that some of them came to earth, co-mingled with 

women and produced offspring called “Nephilim”.  

God cast this group of fallen angels down to Tartarus, which is the lowest depth of 

hell.  It’s used only once in the New Testament and some translators call it, “lowest 

hell” or “the deepest abyss of Hades”.  These angels are in chains of darkness 

awaiting their final judgment in the Lake of Fire.   

You can see in Peter’s comments on this that false teachers are aligned with these 

rebellious angels.  In other words, from God’s viewpoint, teachers who bring 

deception into the object of God’s love, the Church, will share the fate of the Gen. 

6 angels and will be consigned, not just to hell, but to the deepest and more 

punitive part of hell. 

Again, that’s how serious this is to God.  False teaching that leads God’s children 

away from the truth, fits into the category of the absolute worst sins against God 

that exist. 

Then Peter brings Sodom and Gomorrah into the picture.  Listen to Ironside’s 

summation of this judgment; 

“These cities gave themselves over to such vileness that God could no longer 

tolerate their inhabitants, and so He overthrew them, destroying them with 

fire from heaven, making them an example or a warning unto those who 

should in after days live in the same ungodly manner. When God overthrew 

these cities of the plains He delivered just Lot, who, for years, had dwelt in 

Sodom, though distressed by the filthy behavior of the wicked. We might 

never have thought of Lot as deserving to be called a righteous man, but the 

Holy Spirit so speaks of him here. He was a righteous man living in a wrong 

place; as a result, he was in a constant state of vexation; his righteous soul 

was disturbed continually by what he heard and saw among the people with 

whom he dwelt.” 

Without going into it now, since Lot belonged to God he was delivered from the 

destruction of Sodom, but we also know from Gen. 19:1 that Lot spent much of his 

time at the “gate of Sodom”.  In the ancient world 'Gates' weren't just doorways 
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into the city. They were where the rulers of a city judged, debated laws and 

implemented policies.  Lot, unfortunately, was so integrated into Sodom that he 

was in a leadership position. 

So, even though he hated what he saw in Sodom, he kept quiet and remained 

there.  In New Testament terminology Lot would be what we call a “carnal” or 

“flesh-dominated” believer. 

But this is the danger to us; false teaching in the age of the Church is much more 

subtle than Elijah versus the prophets of Baal. 

So, how does deception creep into the church?  Sparks has a take on this that I 

think might help us understand what we’re up against; 

“Deception is not something out there that is put upon us casually, or in 

spite of ourselves. All deception has its own ground in man. What is that 

ground? It is the fact that man is now a psychical being. Now if you can get 

to the bottom of that, if you can apprehend that, you will understand the 

whole thing. The ground of all this is in the fact that man operates by his 

soul (mind, emotion and will), and when Satan interfered with man at the 

beginning and man consented along the line of his own soul-life, Satan made 

man suitable to his own government. It was not that he came and set 

himself up as man’s ruler and subjected man by sheer force to his own 

government. How did he do it? By breaking into and dividing that realm in 

man’s being where man was linked with God, and that was in the realm of 

man’s spirit. ‘He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit,’ and man was in 

fellowship and communion with God by means of his spirit, not his soul, not 

his body. These two were under the government of his spirit. The enemy, 

the Deceiver came to man’s soul, and instead of man reacting by his spirit-

fellowship with, and knowledge of, God, he dropped down on to his soul, 

came out of his spirit and reacted in his soul. 

What is soul? It is reason, emotion, feeling, desire, and then, of course, 

choice, or will. And the enemy reasoned through the desires and captured 

the will by deception. We can see all around us what happened when man 

violated the very organ of his union with God, his spirit.  So, the enemy now 

governs the whole of the race through the nature of the soul-life. What is 

the basis of deception? It is just that! How do you get a counterfeit Holy 

Spirit operating? By reason of your psychical or soulish nature and 

perception. You open all the avenues of your being to supernatural guidance 
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and come under the power, the sway, dominion, of deceiving spirits 

operating in a multitude of ways.” 

I know there are a lot of terms he uses that may not be crystal clear to us in terms 

of application to our lives now.  So, what does a soul-based deception look like in 

the Church in our generation? 

As we’ve seen in the epistles and in the various authors I’ve quoted from, one 

thing that always characterizes an effective false teacher is his use of the scriptures 

and the language, the catch phrases, Christians are familiar with.  He couldn’t build 

a bridge to us if he wasn’t skillful in using the words the writers of the Bible used. 

And we’ve already seen that inherent in the Greek words used to describe false 

teachers they will be men of expressed compassion; they will have an appealing 

personality and a superior knowledge of God’s Word - and they will possess an 

almost supernatural ability to convince even the most skeptical that their teaching 

can be fully trusted as being perfectly in line with the Bible. 

So, when we listen to pastors in the churches in our nation wax eloquent in 

churches filled with excited and energetic Christians, how can we know that what 

we are seeing take place in Jesus’ name has any substantive correlation to what 

the Lord is really after?   

There are some (too few) Christian leaders who are beginning to at least consider 

the possibility that the evolution of Christian thought and expression over the last 

2000 years has moved the modern church light years away from the early church. 

As Sparks put it over 50 years ago; 

“God never departs from His initial and original position.  God never accepts 

anything less.  He does not deviate, He does not abandon, He does not 

forfeit or sacrifice one iota of His original position and intention. It remains 

the standard by which God governs everything right on to the end, and in 

the end, God will sovereignly work in relation to His beginning.” 

Ultimately, everything will be tested, not to see if it’s busy or productive or 

culturally relevant, but to see if it is according to God’s plan.  “That which was from 

the beginning” (1 John 1:1) will be brought to fullness at the end, if only in a 

remnant.  No matter how impressive something may be among men, nothing will 

substitute for this. 
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The primary goal of the false teacher is not to throw out all truth; he’d lose all of us 

if he did that.  It’s to keep as much truth as possible to use as bait, but make sure 

we gradually drift away from God’s original intent for the Church, because the 

enemy knows that only the original position and purpose of God for His people will 

have God’s support and receive the Lord’s commendation at the end. 

If we lose that, it doesn’t matter what else we retain – we’ve lost everything that 

matters.  False teachers have to focus on disconnecting us from God’s ultimate 

purpose by introducing secondary purposes for us to embrace. 

Since all humans (believers included) have a psychological need to have value, to 

be relevant, we tend to seek out pastors we consider relevant to the times we live 

in.  We’re looking for role models.  And false teachers are well-versed in which role 

models will not only appeal to this generation, but will also appear to be the kind 

of role models Christians would be most apt to follow. 

Here's a satirical illustration of this.  This is from an old Babylon Bee posting and it’s 

pretty easy to see through, but it can give us an idea of how this works; 

Dateline: Orlando, Florida:  Jim Turney of Raleigh, North Carolina won the 

coveted Most Relevant Pastor in America prize at a recent ceremony in 

November. 

"It's fun to be recognized, but the glory goes up," he said, gesturing 

with the same hand in which he held his standard Starbucks double-

shot vanilla latte — the one he takes with him to the pulpit on Sunday 

mornings. 

Hundreds of pastors nominated by their churches for the award milled 

around the Hilton hotel lobby, standing in line at half a dozen coffee carts 

and swapping tips on which movie clips they are using lately as sermon 

illustrations. A group of pastors stood in one corner and compared spiritual 

memes on their iPhones. 

"Being with all these other relevant pastors is like being among 

family," said Cole Jenkins of Jackson, Mississippi. 

The judges noted that Turney carefully selects popular songs and TV shows 

to refer to in his sermons, and often preaches with his iPod earbuds in. They 

gave him a 10 for Casual Demeanor and a 9 for Relevant References. 
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"The guy is in full relating mode with his congregation," said one 

judge. "He's completely dialed in." 

     The slightly less relevant runners-up didn't seem to mind missing the prize.

 "We're all relevant, and that's what matters," said one. 

It’s humorous, but it’s also sad.  Paul would not be considered “relevant” today.  

Rearranging the chairs is not the same as discovering true spiritual life. 

Sometimes I’m amazed at how difficult it is for Christians to see through what even 

unbelievers see as hypocritical.  Mahatma Gandhi, once said, "I like your Christ; I 

do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ." 

Before we move into the final section of 2 Pet. 2 that we’ll be able to look at 

tonight, I will do my best to bring this home to where we live. 

(2 Cor. 11:14-15) “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself 

masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants 

masquerade as servants of righteousness.” 

False teachers have the resources of Satan at their disposal.  Satan has a thorough 

knowledge of the Bible and when his servants are in full “angel of light deception’ 

mode, they can appear, not only as ‘servants of righteousness’, but as men whose 

personality and messages can be adapted to meet the expectations of their 

audience.   

We have only two means of defense when it comes to identifying them.  One, our 

grasp of the Bible has to exceed theirs.   

And second, the one thing the false teachers can’t do is depend on the Lord for the 

inward spiritual discernment needed to see through the surface of what the false 

teacher is presenting. 

So, naturally, if Satan can keep the church in infancy, living on the basics of 

theology 101, he knows they will have neither the knowledge of the Bible nor the 

spiritual discernment needed to identify his servants. 

And as I mentioned in the past, each of the men Satan has equipped for this 

ministry of deception is prepared to move against all believers regardless of their 

personal level of spiritual advance.  This is where the body of Christ comes in; and 

especially pastors.  We may need one another to help us in our uncertainty to 

discern whether or not a specific teacher is truly from God. 
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(Heb. 5:12) “You need someone to teach you again the first principles of the 

oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.” 

Of all the dangers we face in this end time generation, deception is the greatest, so 

our alertness and healthy skepticism need to be fully functional.   

I’ll share a quick story of a time I got shut down in a debate with a false teacher.  I 

was an associate pastor of a church in Pullman, WA.   

In Moscow, ID., which is about 15 minutes from Pullman, there is one of the 

most influential hyper-reformed churches in the United States.  Their pastor, 

Doug Wilson, had agreed to bring a couple of men with him to meet with me 

and a few men from our church to discuss theological issues. 

At one point in the discussion Wilson said that faith is the foundation of 

salvation but baptism is needed to complete our forgiveness and bring us 

into the family of God. 

I told the group that salvation is by faith alone and gave a few verses to 

support what I considered to be an irrefutable position.  And I sat back in my 

chair, convinced the debate was over. 

But as I mentioned earlier, Satan knew me well enough to know which 

verses Wilson could use to trip me up.  And here was that verse; 

(Acts 2:38) “And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized every 

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, 

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” 

Silence ensued.  The phrase “be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins” 

seemed pretty conclusive.  So, even though I had no doubt that faith alone 

was still true, I had no clue what to say. 

All it takes is a traumatic, public embarrassment like that to send me into a late-

night search at home for an answer to this. 

I wasn’t able to do it in the heat of the meeting, but when the Greek is brought out 

in this verse, it shows that baptism is not the means of forgiveness, but our 

recognition of that forgiveness. 

The only way to be dogmatic about what Acts 2 is saying is make sure we are 

comparing scripture with scripture.  There are dozens of scriptures in the New 

Testament confirming salvation by faith alone – such as John 3:16 for example.   
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The whole argument centers on the word “for”; “And Peter said to them, ‘Repent 

and be baptized . . . for the forgiveness of your sins.”  “For” can mean exactly what 

Wilson claimed it meant.  But it also has other meanings in the Greek depending 

on context.  And if those are applied here, it doesn’t mean what Wilson said; and it 

not only matches all the other passages in the N.T. on the issue of salvation, it 

actually affirms them. 

I’m going to bore you with a brief explanation of this, but only to show you that 

milk won’t protect you – we either endure the tediousness of serious study, or at 

some point we’ll all have our own traumatic embarrassment and the outcome may 

not be as positive as mine was.  We might end up following someone we should 

avoid at all costs. 

Ok, here’s what’s actually in this verse; 

In both Greek and English, there are many possible usages of the word “for.”  

As an example, when one says “Take two aspirin for your headache,” it is 

obvious to everybody that it does not mean “take two aspirin in order to get 

your headache,” but instead to “take two aspirin because you already have a 

headache.” We need to start by looking at the meaning of the Greek word 

eis. This is a common Greek word (it is used 1774 times in the New 

Testament) and is translated many different ways. Like the English word 

“for” it can have several different meanings. So, again, we see at least two or 

three possible meanings of the passage, one that would seem to support 

that baptism is required for salvation and others that it would not. While 

both the meanings of the Greek word eis are seen in different passages of 

Scripture, such noted Greek scholars as A.T. Robertson and J.R. Mantey have 

maintained that the Greek preposition eis in Acts 2:38 should be translated 

“because of” or “in view of,” and not “in order to,” or “for the purpose of.” 

What I just read is something that might have prevented a number of Wilson’s 

followers to abandon ship; but they were already hooked.  We may not want to 

examine the teachers we listen to, but I can tell you from experience, if we don’t, 

we could be in danger and would have no one to blame but ourselves.  Because we 

can all be Bereans if we want to. 

Satan is a roaring lion seeking who he may devour.  And his primary method of 

‘devouring’ us is through the deception of false teachers.  We can be equipped to 

overcome them, but only if we are willing to become highly skilled in the use of the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 
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Satan is counting on the fact that most believers in our generation will not dig this 

deeply to “test every spirit to see whether they are of God” (1 Jn. 4:1).  Most will 

end up firmly rooted in some form of Laodicean fellowship. 

I’m going to close with some additional insights from Sparks on this.  He’s showing 

that even accurate theology is not a guarantee of survival against the kind of 

deception that characterizes the end time; 

“Your theology alone is not going to get you through when you move into a 

realm of such terrific spiritual conflict that your very faith will be struck at, at 

its roots. You may be shaken of all that you know in an intellectual way. It 

will not stand. People are not going to really get through the final crisis of 

this age on Christian doctrine, though it may be fundamental. They cannot 

get through on that. 

Now, we have said that the Bible is marked by time marks and that we are 

brought with our New Testament to a new time mark or crisis. And 

everything for you, for me, for all the Lord's people, is going to depend upon 

whether we have this spiritual discernment; this spiritual, relational, 

knowledge. 

You can have the theological without the spiritual; and though you may 

know a great deal, if you do not have the spiritual, you are not going to 

survive. This kind of knowledge of which I have referred – is of what God is 

doing now, what He is working at now; not in general, but in particular - if 

only this message could bring us all to that discernment!” 

It won’t be the popular prophesy teachers who give us a list of Matt. 24 signs 

followed by, “It sure looks like it could be any time now”.  Those signs are for the 

Tribulation and are only related to the Church Age in that the rapture must happen 

before the Tribulation. 

But the Church has its own indicators of the Lord’s return for her, and those 

indicators are spiritual more than material – they are seen with the spirit, not with 

the eyes. 

Our survival in the intensity of last days deception will depend on more than lists of 

signs, as important as those are.  What will finally separate the carnal from the 

spiritual, the infant from the full-grown believer, will be the spiritual discernment 

needed to see the real evidences of the end of this age. 
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The world is in crisis on every front possible – it’s literally imploding to make way 

for the Antichrist to arrive to be the world’s savior. 

But the church is in a crisis of deception and stagnation because she has adopted 

the world’s ways of determining reality – mind, reason, observation and emotion.  

But those ways will always come short of seeing the truth.  Only the Holy Spirit can 

bring spiritual truth to us. 

(1 Cor. 2:10-14) “For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of 

God. . . no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we 

have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 

that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 

These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but 

which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But 

the natural (or carnal) man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, 

for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are 

spiritually discerned.” 

If we don’t see and discern with the spirit instead of with the mind, and especially 

not with emotion, our survival of the deception that’s coming is definitely at risk. 

 


