
1 
 

10,6,22 2 Pet. 1:10-21, The Absolute Trustworthiness of God’s Word  

In this next section of 2 Pet. 1, Peter is seeking to increase our understanding of 

the firm foundation of these lives we’re living.  Like Paul warned in Eph. 4:14 it’s 

possible for us to be tossed to and fro by the winds of doctrine and the pressures 

of life, so we have to step back sometimes, and in a sense re-convince ourselves 

that we are safe in Christ. 

When you read through the Psalms you can see David doing this constantly, 

especially when he is in despair and losing hope; he talks to himself, appeals to 

himself, to not forget the grace of God and all that the Lord had done in the past to 

see him through. 

I’ll just give one example, but the Psalms are filled with these kinds of appeals; 

(Psalm 42:1-8)  

“As the deer pants for the water brooks, 

So pants my soul for You, O God. 

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

When shall I come and appear before God? 

My tears have been my food day and night, 

While they continually say to me, 

“Where is your God?” 

 

When I remember these things, 

I pour out my soul within me. 

For I used to go with the multitude; 

I went with them to the house of God, 

With the voice of joy and praise, 

With a multitude that kept a pilgrim feast. 

 

Why are you cast down, O my soul? 

And why are you disquieted within me? 

Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him 

For the help of His countenance. 

 

O my God, my soul is cast down within me; 

Therefore, I will remember You from the land of the Jordan, 

And from the heights of Hermon, 
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Deep calls unto deep at the noise of Your waterfalls; 

All Your waves and billows have gone over me. 

The Lord will command His lovingkindness in the daytime, 

And in the night His song shall be with me— 

A prayer to the God of my life.” 

 

Peter is not the poet David was, but in the first verse we’re looking at tonight, he is 

essentially making the same appeal - vs. 10; “Therefore, brethren, be even more 

diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things, you will 

never stumble.”  

This isn’t the best translation because it implies that our calling and election is only 

sure or guaranteed if we make it so, but that’s not what Peter is saying. 

Peter is asking us to ‘be diligent’ about something, but it’s not to make sure our 

election is certain. 

First, in the original “be diligent” is “do you best, bend every effort”.  So, there’s no 

doubt that Peter is asking us to do something that will require substantial effort.   

Before we look at what that effort is directed toward, we need to see the 

contextual meaning of “call” and “election”.  “Call” refers to the call of God to our 

participation in salvation; “election” literally means “the act of picking out from a 

number” and refers God selecting out of humanity certain individuals for that 

salvation. 

We already covered the issue of election in 1 Pet. 1:2 and in our study of Romans, 

so I won’t go into detail now, but I’m not a Calvinist; I don’t support Reformed 

theology.  God doesn’t cancel our free will in His choosing or initiate some kind of 

mysterious, unknown to us, balance of sovereignty and free volition in election.   

This is simply not that complex. 

God knew in eternity past who would believe if offered the gospel, and who would 

not.  He can see the end from the beginning.  Based on that knowledge (which in 1 

Pet. 1, Peter called “foreknowledge”) He chose us in Christ before the foundation 

of the world (which is Paul’s wording in Eph. 1:4).   

Since this election or choosing of us for salvation is based on God’s foreknowledge, 

it is certain, and we need to hold on to that when we feel our assurance wavering.  

That’s what Peter is reaffirming in our verse in 2 Pet. 1:10. 
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The “effort” or diligence we’re to engage in is not to make our election sure, but to 

believe these things are true when everything in and around is us telling us they’re 

not.  We’ll need to ‘bend every effort” to convince ourselves that our calling and 

election are firmly established by the character and faithfulness of God. 

(Heb. 6:13) “For when God made a promise to Abraham (and to us) because 

He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself.” 

Peter adds this to his appeal, “for if you do these things, you will never stumble.” 

Again, Peter isn’t saying that if we feel safe, we’ll never sin, he’s saying that this is 

the only thing that can keep us from “stumbling” (lit. “to fall into misery, to 

become wretched.”) 

There is no stronger attack that can come on us from the enemy than his attempts 

to accuse us into insecurity about our relationship with God.  So, when our guilt 

and Satan’s accusations are crushing us, that’s when we need to “make every 

effort” to trust in the grace, mercy and faithfulness of God. 

Well, we’ve covered a whole verse so far, so I guess we’d better get moving.  

here’s vs. 11; . . .” for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the 

everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

To help explain this, keep Eph. 6:16 in mind; 

“Above all, taking the shield of faith with which, you will be able to quench 

all the fiery darts of the wicked one.” 

The result of effectively resisting the enemy with the shield faith, and the eternal 

reward for this kind of faith in Christ, is an abundant entrance into the kingdom. 

This is kind of amazing in the original language.  Let’s start with “entrance”.  It’s 

made up of two words, “eis” which means “into” and “hodos” which is a “road”.  

The fact that there is a definite article “an” before “entrance” points to a particular 

road.  Then “will be supplied” is actually “richly or lavishly supplied”.  Before I 

paraphrase all this so we can see the implications, Vincent reminds us, “We are to 

furnish the faith; God will furnish the reward”. 

Also, the description of this road or entrance as being “richly furnished or 

supplied”, as Professor Salmond writes, “is the reverse or opposite of ‘saved yet so 

as by fire’ (1 Cor. 3:15). 

Listen to what Watchman Nee wrote on the glory that awaits us; 
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“Each servant of the Lord has a measure of the sphere of work which God 

has apportioned to him; each believer has a divinely-appointed course to 

finish. If each one will stand in his post, do his share of work, and finish his 

appointed course, what a glory shall be seen!  A huge pillar is certainly 

essential to a house, but a small nail is not any less needed. How can the 

church be established if each one in the church aspires to be a great 

revivalist or a great evangelist or a great teacher? Ought we not walk in the 

course of the Lord’s will? We should not aim at a great thing; we should 

stand instead in the place of God’s choice. If He wants us to do a small work 

quietly, we are happy to do it. For God does not seek ‘great talent’; He uses 

whoever is usable. May we be willing to take our place under the divine 

appointment.” 

And this is Zech. 4:10 (I’m making it an imperative instead of an interrogative as it 

is in Zechariah); 

“Do not despise or look down on the day of small things.  These seven eyes 

of the Lord, which scan throughout the whole earth, will rejoice when they 

see the plumbline in Zerubbabel’s hand.” 

So, here’s what Peter is saying in vs. 11; 

“For in this way (the way of faith) a lavish, celebratory entrance will be richly 

supplied to you into the eternal kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Which is the opposite of “saved yet so as by fire”. 

Some believers, when Christ returns, will be standing tall as they walk triumphantly 

along the road lined with celebratory watchers into the kingdom.  It will be God’s 

version of the victor’s parade and crowing in the Olympics. 

Other believers will step into the kingdom “through fire” with whatever rewards 

they could have had burned up at the Bema Seat of Christ. 

So, Peter is painting a picture very similar to one given by the writer to the 

Hebrews when he talked about entering the rest, and John in the letters to the 

seven churches in Rev. 1 & 2 when he wrote about the qualifications of the 

overcomers. 

But Peter bottom-lines all of it by pointing out that (as Vincent said) “We are to 

furnish the faith; God will furnish the reward”. 
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Ultimately, that which divides the victor from the failure is not that one is stronger 

than the other, it’s that one trusts God and one doesn’t.  It’s our faith that heaven 

focuses on – its presence or its absence.   

And I know that faith can be incredibly difficult in times of suffering, but I think it 

was Chafer that reminded us, that if we are willing to be made willing God will 

honor our heart and sustain us until faith can break through. 

Sparks called faith, “the most difficult thing in the world”.  And what makes it so 

hard for us is the facts about what true faith is that are recorded in Heb. 11:1; 

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

Building our lives on “things not seen”, not experienced by any of our five senses, 

is not what we are used to; it’s not natural. 

So, when we do believe, it’s evidence that we are becoming convinced that what 

the Word of God says is true. 

I read through “The Practice of the Presence of God” a few weeks ago and one of 

the things the author said was,  

“When my mind was troubled, I consulted no one, but knowing only by the 

light of faith that God was present, I contented myself with directing all my 

actions to Him, doing them with the desire to please Him, let whatever 

would come of it.” 

That’s one of the reasons I brought David into this equation.  The Psalms are filled 

with as much doubt and confusion as they are with faith and praise.   It’s not 

perfect faith that God expects; its transparency (which 1 Jn. 1 calls ‘walking in the 

light’) that leaves our fellowship with God unbroken. 

Because no matter how much we are struggling, we can still walk with the Lord 

throughout our life as long as we are honest with Him and agree with Him when 

He reproves us for our benefit. 

 (Amos 3:3) “How can two walk together unless they are agreed?” 

One last illustration of how the Lord develops faith in us and then we’ll move into 

the next part of 2 Pet. 1.  This is from David Wilkerson; 

“(Rom. 4:19) And not being weak in faith, he [Abraham] did not consider his 

own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the 

deadness of Sarah’s womb.” 



6 
 

To the natural mind, it was impossible for this promise to be fulfilled; but 

Abraham didn’t dwell on the hopelessness. According to Paul, the patriarch 

gave no thought to how God would keep his promise. He didn’t reason with 

God, ‘But, Lord, I have no seed to plant. Sarah has no life in her womb to 

conceive. My wife is past the ability to bear children. How will you do it, 

Lord?’ Instead of entertaining such questions, Abraham simply did not 

consider it. 

When God is at work producing a faith that is better than gold, he first puts 

a sentence of death on all human resources. He closes the door to all human 

reasoning, bypassing every means of a rational deliverance. 

The faith that pleases God is born in a place of the deadness of all human 

possibilities. It is a place where man-made plans flourish at first then die. It is 

a place where human hopes bring temporary relief but soon crash, adding to 

a sense of helplessness. 

Have you been at this place of deadness? Has it seemed like you have no 

options left? The heavens are like brass when you pray. 

I declare to you that this is God at work. His Spirit is working to get you to 

stop considering the impossibilities. Stop looking to human ways and means, 

trying to think your way out of your situation. The Holy Spirit is urging you, 

‘Quit hunting for help from some man. Quit focusing on how hopeless you 

think your situation is. Those are hindrances to your faith.’ 

May the same words be said of us that were said of Abraham, ‘He did not 

waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in 

faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He had 

promised he was also able to perform (Romans 4:20-21).’” 

To me, the bottom line of what Wilkerson is saying, and what the life of Abraham is 

teaching us, is that faith is only perfected when all other options shut down. 

    ________________ 

Now, Peter moves into something very personal for him – his death as a martyr 

which the Lord said would happen to him in John 21:18-19.   You might remember 

this conversation; 

“When you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you 

wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another 
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will gird you and carry you where you do not wish to go. This He spoke, 

signifying by what death he would glorify God.” 

Just as a side note.  For those who have taught that Peter believed Christ would 

return in his lifetime, this exchange between the Lord and Peter tells us that not 

only would Christ not come in Peter’s lifetime, but that He would not even return 

in that generation, because, as Jesus said, “when you are old” you will be 

martyred.  Peter knew he would grow old before he died. 

That time had come.  Peter starts by telling his readers that he felt compelled to 

remind them of things that he now knew were supremely important for them to 

remember. 

(vs. 12 & 13) “For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of 

these things, though you know and are established in the present truth. Yes, 

I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you.”  

I have received a substantial amount of push back over the years for being 

repetitious.  But I understand why Peter wrote what he did.  Until we’re living in 

the reality of what we are learning, the only way we can fully understand 

something is if we have heard it 100 times. 

That’s just the reality of how learning takes place. 

And this is even true of people who do understand – it’s easy for any of us to have 

foundational truths slip away over time and we need reminders to put us back on 

track.   

In the Greek, the word for “stir up” means to awaken or arouse, or “to stimulate 

the mind and render it active.”  We know we all tend to drift and lose our alertness 

to what matters most.  Peter said that his repetitious communication of things 

they already know is to arouse their minds to action. 

Wuest’s comments on this are; 

“The teacher should be an intense student of the Word, bringing to his 

hearers fresh, new truth with the dew of heaven upon it.  But there is a 

place for the repetition of the old truths which the saints know well.  Much 

of it may have not yet been put into practice, and the fact that it is repeated 

gives the Holy Spirit an opportunity to make it experiential in the life of the 

believer.” 

Then in vs. 14 & 15 he adds this; 
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“Knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ 

showed me (Peter remembers what the Lord told him in John 21). 

Moreover, I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of 

these things after my death.” 

Here’s a literal translation of vs. 15, 

“Indeed, I will do my best so that on each occasion when you have need, 

after my departure, you will be able to call these things to remembrance.” 

This is very similar to Paul’s words to Timothy in his final letter to him.  When Paul, 

Peter and countless other shepherds over the centuries knew they were leaving 

this world, they focused their final words on what they knew all of us would need 

to know and act on.  

Peter starts by reassuring his readers that everything written in the scriptures is 

absolutely true and can be trusted no matter what anyone might say who tries to 

put a question mark on the Bible. 

(2 Pet. 1:16-18) “For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we 

made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 

were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received from God the Father 

honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: 

‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ And we heard this voice 

which came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.” 

If we were to ask the apostles what the most life-changing event was that the Lord 

showed them prior to His death, I would suspect it would be this one.  Let’s go to 

Matt. 17:1-8 and see what Peter is talking about. 

“Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them 

up on a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. 

His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 

And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. Then 

Peter answered and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You 

wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah.’ While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, 

‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!’ And when 

the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly afraid. But 
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Jesus came and touched them and said, ‘Arise, and do not be afraid.’ When 

they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.” 

Before we look at this in the context of Peter’s exhortation, you can see that there 

are two men directly associated with the Second Advent of our Lord.  When we 

studied Rev. 11, I theorized that Moses and Elijah will be the two witnesses 

mentioned there.  Since neither Peter nor John identifies these men, speculation is 

all we can do. 

They are called “the two olive trees” which is representative of Israel and when 

you look at the power they had and the miracles they performed in Rev. 11, they 

match the power and miracles of Moses and Elijah in the Old Testament.  Also, the 

Old Covenant is often said to be established on the Law and the Prophets – Moses 

would represent the Law and Elijah, the Prophets. 

Other commentators I read said they believed it would be Elijah and Enoch 

because Heb. 9:27 says that “it is appointed unto man, once to die and after this 

the judgment”.  And Elijah and Enoch were the only two individuals to never die.  

But without going into a discussion of Heb. 9, we would have to consider the fact 

that if we stop and think about it, all of us are aware of an entire generation of 

believers who will never die – in what’s called the ‘rapture’. 

Ok, back to our passage.  Peter doubles down on this in vs 19; 

“So, we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a 

light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star 

rises in your hearts.” 

There are several extremely important truths in this that are not obvious in the 

English translations. 

First is the confirmation of the prophetic word.   Peter had seen 3 ½ years of 

miracles and wonders at the hand of the Lord, all of which no doubt strengthened 

his faith in Christ.  But Peter is now telling his readers that there was something 

more powerful that anything our eyes can see in establishing the truth within us 

and laying a sure foundation of faith.  As Samuel Cox put it; 

“It was not the miracles of Christ by which he came to truly know Jesus, but 

the word of Christ as interpreted to his heart by the Spirit of Christ.” 

I know we all tend to think that if we could spend 3 1/2 years seeing Jesus’ 

miracles, whether in the first century or even now, our faith would flourish; but 
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Peter is telling us that if the prophetic Word of God penetrates our soul, we will be 

far more certain of its fulfillment than if we saw all the miracles Jesus did. 

Sometimes we don’t realize that what we are holding in our hands is this book that 

God has painstakingly, faithfully preserved for thousands of years. 

If you’ve ever seen pictures of persecuted believers in other countries receive their 

first Bible and watched the tears of joy flow down their faces, you can see that 

they are fully aware of how precious the scriptures are. 

The next thing Peter does is connect the progressive, increasing knowledge of 

God’s Word with the Morning Star’s rise in our hearts. 

(vs. 19) “. . . which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, 

until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” 

If our study of God’s Word is done with ‘ears to hear what the Spirit is saying’, then 

over time, as we remain faithful, the morning star will break through.  I’ll begin 

with a quote from Watchmen Nee to give us an idea of what this means; 

"The morning star is the so-called daybreak star in the orient.  At the darkest 

hour, just at the time the day is breaking, it appears for a little while, and 

then the sun arises.  Many people see the sun, but few have seen the 

morning star.  One day the Lord will be seen by the whole world, as 

recorded in Malachi four.  But before everyone sees the light, you may have 

already seen it first while in darkness.  This is what it means to receive the 

morning star.  Just before the day breaks, it is really dark. But it is at that 

very moment the morning star appears.  The Lord promises the overcomer 

that he will receive the morning star at the darkest time... When you see the 

sun, it is always during the daylight hours, but he who sees the morning star 

is one who makes a special point of rising to see while others are asleep.  

This is the promise to the overcomer."  

For those who are awake at the end of this age, there will be both an advanced 

characterological formation of the Morning Star in their hearts and a definitive 

awareness of the nearness of the Lord’s return. 

Rev. 2:26-28 shows us another of the promises made to the overcomers within the 

body of Christ;  

“He who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give 

power over the nations— ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron: They shall 
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be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’—as I also have received from 

My Father; and I will give him the morning star.” 

The promise of the Morning Star is in the context of the offer to the overcomer of 

“ruling with a rod of iron”. 

The idea of reigning with Christ over the nations during His Messianic rule is a 

common theme throughout Scripture.  And there are a couple of crucial points to 

remember in the issue of Authority.   

First, only the overcomer is promised this reward and there are some reasons why 

it has to be that way. 

God's original purpose for man in Gen. 1:26 was, and is, dominion - to reign with 

God's Son over creation in perfect expression of God's will, demonstrating God's 

thought and desire in everything.   

Israel's history was, in a sense, an 'experiment' to prepare a people who could rule 

the nations under God's direction.   

But authority requires integrity and knowing the mind of Christ.  Royalty in 

character is not bestowed - it’s developed through training and discipline.   

Even the Son was "made perfect through suffering."  Royal integrity must be tested 

and perfected before the right to rule is granted.  As one author put it, 

"It is not just a matter of Pedigree; of being born in a royal family -  

spiritual character is required as well.  This is the way all of creation 

works and the training of God's sons for positions of authority is no  

exception. There is a mystic air of royalty and nobility that was known in 

God's greatest servants.  The ultimate of this is seen in Christ Who, even on 

the cross, shown forth in glorious nobility of character.  It was His inner 

character and integrity that determined Royalty, not simply an outward 

status." 

 

Not all Christians are overcomers, and not all will reign over the nations, because 

not all Christians, during this time of testing on earth, develop the character of 

kings. 

Christ is the Morning Star, and the way in which He is formed in us is through the 

combination of faithful, persistent in-depth study of God’s Word and the testing 

needed for that Word to become flesh in us. 
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Finally, Peter wants to make sure we understand that the goal of learning Christ by 

studying the scriptures will never be reached if we think that interpreting and 

bringing into our lives what we study is something we can do by our objectivity and 

intellect. 

(vs’s 20-21) “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any 

private (or personal) interpretation; prophecy never came by the will of 

man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 

Peter’s phrase, “knowing this first” could also be translated “above all”, because 

the idea of “first” here is not first in succession but first in importance. 

In other words, no study of prophecy (or any other part of scripture for that 

matter) will ever bear fruit in us unless we are completely dependent on the Holy 

Spirit for our understanding of what we read. 

I’ve known teachers who have started every time of instruction with a prayer to 

the Lord, acknowledging their dependence on Him and their realization that they 

will never understand His Word on their own.  And then I’ve seen them launch into 

teaching us things that were obviously man-made. 

We are all very capable of deceiving ourselves into thinking we are trusting God 

while secretly drawing from our own intellectual abilities to interpret what we’re 

studying. 

This is why Peter stresses the absolute importance of “knowing this first”, nothing 

you read has come from, or can be understood by man, apart from the direct 

action of the Holy Spirit on a fully yielded disciple. 

I’m going to close with some segments of an article I read recently by Sparks which 

shows in a practical way the extreme importance of understanding by revelation 

over understanding simply by intellect.  He’s commenting on Eph. 3:3, where Paul 

wrote, “The mystery was made known to me by revelation.” 

“As we take account of the situation today, we feel more and more deeply 

convinced that the greatest need of the hour is for men of vision and 

courage. That is, what is needed above all else is men who have had a Divine 

revelation by the Holy Spirit in their own hearts as to God's purpose in this 

dispensation, and the particular Divine emphasis for the present hour. There 

can be much enthusiasm and zeal put behind a more or less generally 

conceived idea of what needs to be done, with a resultant activity and 

movement. The opposite of this, and that which we are seeing to be so 
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much more needed, is a burdening of our hearts with God's own most 

pressing concern at this time, resulting in an all-consuming passion which 

will accept all the cost of its realization.... There are very few men in our day 

of whom it can be truly said, ‘That man has had a revelation from God.’ 

There is all the difference between being saved and then going into Christian 

service with the resultant studying of the Bible, the preparation of sermons; 

collecting material, mastering themes and subjects; and giving this out as 

required or as opportunity affords – there is all the difference between this 

and an open heaven, an anointing, a revelation by the Holy Spirit. It is the 

difference between our laboring to meet a constantly recurring demand, 

and the Holy Spirit continually revealing Christ in us. This is a general 

difference, but it is a very great one, and it may represent all the difference 

between bondage and liberty, between limitation and fullness, even 

between Life and death in ministry. The need of the hour is not only for a 

higher spiritual level of ministry in general, it is for men with a specific 

revelation which will meet the situation as it is now.” 

 

 

 


