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11,10,22 2 Pet. 2 vs. 18-22, The Deceptive Influence of False Teachers (Part 5) 

I have been trying to think of a way to explain the kind of deception that’s most 

likely to capture us, Christians who are growing and who can see through the 

obvious. As I’ve said in other studies, that which deceives a genuinely growing 

believer is not going to be reformed theology, Calvinism, the hyper charismatic 

movement, the new Apostolic reformation, Bill Johnson, Benny Hinn, or even the 

“Save America” Christian nationalism movement. 

And one of the pitfalls we need to avoid is thinking that since Peter is focused on 

false teachers who are plants of the enemy, tares among the wheat, any pastor 

who is saved can’t be a deceiver.  With believing pastors it’s unlikely they would be 

intentional in their deception, but their knowledge of the scriptures and spiritual 

relationship with the Lord can definitely be distorted enough to ensure that their 

ministry is detrimental to the body of Christ. 

Paul makes it clear in a passage we’ve looked at before in Acts 20, that both 

Christian and fake-Christian pastors are doing significant damage to the Church. 

(Acts 20:29-30) “I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will 

come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also, from among yourselves men 

will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after 

themselves.” 

The word “perverse” means literally, “that which is contrary to the purpose and 

plan of God; a misinterpretation of God’s communication to His people.” 

The work of the enemy that is the most dangerous to us has less to do with the 

vessel he’s using and more to do with the things we’ve talked about in the past 

related to soul and spirit. This is what had captured the Hebrews and why that 

letter needed to be written focusing on the separation of soul and spirit. But I’m 

hesitant to simply present those principles again because I’ve seen people who 

know the concepts theologically, but they are still calling that which has its source 

in the soul a spiritual reality. I’ll briefly touch on the difference that we’ve talked 

about before, but I also need to try to give some practical examples or illustrations 

of how subtle this can be. 

So, here’s an example.  A man is heavily involved in prison ministry believing that 

the Lord used the passage about visiting Him when he was in prison as this man’s 
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personal calling. However, the Lord’s actual will for him was to work as one of the 

support staff in an inner-city ministry reaching the homeless. So, he spent the next 

20 years in prison ministry and lost both the experience and the reward that would 

have been his had he followed God’s will. He had been moved into prison ministry 

through the personal desire elements of his soul and had ignored the Lord’s 

attempts to move him as governed by his spirit.  

Four of my kids went to Prairie Bible College.  I have a great deal of respect for that 

school and for its founder, L.E. Maxwell.  But one downside I noticed was that 

Maxwell pushed missions so hard through conferences and curriculum that 

thousands of Prairie graduates went overseas as foreign missionaries and a large 

percentage of them came home broken and discouraged.  It was their emotions 

rather than God’s Spirit that governed their decision to be missionaries. 

One example of how that emotional manipulation took place is a quote by Maxwell 

in one of his books I read called, “World Missions, Total War.”  Here’s what he 

wrote; 

“Of the 12 disciples of Jesus, 11 became foreign missionaries.  The only one 

who didn’t become a missionary, became a traitor.” 

That was the DNA of the Prairie message so you can see why so many young 

people ran with the idea that all of us should be missionaries. 

And it's not just individuals within the body of Christ that can be moved off track 

into jobs and ministries that were not the Lord’s will for them, in some ways the 

bigger danger is pastors who develop their churches according to soul-based 

blueprints, mimicking other churches they view as successful, thinking that by 

copying the form or ministerial design of those churches, they would also be 

successful.  

But in reality, neither the original church nor the satellite imitations are defining 

success as God defines it. We’ve seen this in the seeker sensitive movement where 

thousands of churches followed the lead of Rick Warren or Bill Heibel and have 

ended up in a place either of heresy or of a pulpit ministry that never raises above 

milk because of the pastor’s conviction that it would be wrong to offend anyone 

and risk losing those in their church on Sunday morning; not realizing that the 
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purpose of the church when it gathers is not to reach the lost, but to move the 

Christians from infancy to maturity, which can’t be done by milk.  

But in order to have the appearance of success, these pastors have to make sure 

they have an abundance of programs and ministries that not only imitate the so-

called successful mega churches, but also accurately represent what the 

congregation believes is a successful and healthy church. The structure and 

emphasis in ministry in these kinds of churches are purely based on the soul. And 

only those who have discernment gained through the exercise of their spiritual 

senses can see through this and realize that no matter how exciting or how busy 

the church is, the spiritual realm may remain unimpacted. 

The Book of Acts isn’t a blueprint of how we are supposed to do church, Acts is a 

historical record of the kinds of things that happen when you have a group of 

people allowing God to be God through them. We’re not supposed to imitate what 

He did, we’re supposed to let Him do it again, only this time through us. 

So, whether we are talking about an individual trying to find God’s will for their life 

or Christians trying to find a church they can grow spiritually in, or pastors who are 

governed by the Holy Spirit rather than by the American Christianity opinion of 

what works, this is where a massive amount of deception has taken place.  

The Lord, the scriptures, the principles and concepts of the Bible and the apparent 

fruit of other churches that have followed this path are all acknowledged 

consistently as the basis of every decision church leadership makes. But 

acknowledging the Lord and citing proof texts for ministerial decisions can all be 

done in the soul. And if the soul is the governing factor in the individual or the 

church, then the flesh, and not the spirit, is defining their life. 

So, what’s happened over the past 50 plus years is that the enemy has gradually 

moved the soul into ascendancy in the Western church and has quenched the 

Spirit’s work leaving a church that is convinced that through their prayers, their 

studies, and like-minded church associations and ministries, they are in the center 

of God’s will.  

Like Sardis, they may have a reputation among their members, and within their 

community, of being a spiritually alive church, but they are dead and don’t realize 
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it.  This is the enemy’s work to steal, kill and destroy anything and everything that 

has its source in the Lord. 

The thing that makes this so deceptive is the almost universal agreement in our 

country that these churches are what Christianity has always been meant to be.  

It’s only those individuals within the body of Christ who have experienced genuine 

spiritual life, especially in corporate expression of the life of Christ, that can see 

through this.  

Christian leaders from other countries like China have come to the states, spent 

time in the churches here, and have warned us, desperately trying to point out our 

true condition, only to be met with either indifference or resentment.  Some 

churches are convicted by what these brothers have said, and for a moment they 

realize that’s something is missing in their lives and in their church, but as soon as 

the missionaries go back to their homeland, the church goes back to business as 

usual. 

So, what we need to do now is contrast what we’ve seen so far with both the 

scriptural purpose of the church as well as the actual structures and ministries that 

currently exist in different parts of our world where God’s direct involvement is 

evident, and where genuine spiritual fruit is happening. 

In Spark’s book, “A Representation of the Invisible God” he states our purpose like 

this; 

“The discipline, the chastening, the dealings of God with us are to perfect 

our representation of Him; that is, to make us more like Him, because He 

has ordained the Church to be the agency of His self-revelation, His self-

manifestation; we are to be the image of the invisible God, not by imitation, 

but by His indwelling life projected outward through us. The visible image, 

we might say, of the invisible Christ is the Divine thought for the Church and 

all its members. 

The very essence of this idea is contained in Eph. 1:23; ‘the church which is 

his body.’ What we know of one another inwardly, we so largely know 

through our bodies. Even our personalities are expressed very largely 

through our bodies. If we are familiar with a person, more or less it is by 

some physical expression that we know who they are. A little child indoors 
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knows daddy is coming down the road, because he or she knows daddy's 

step. You may be in one room and certain people in another, and you hear 

them speaking and you are able to say, there is so-and-so, I know their 

voice. You know they are there because that voice is theirs. We are known 

by some physical expression. We watch one another, we touch one another, 

and we read and register one another's inner life by a look in the eye, a look 

on the face, a tone of voice, a mere gesture. 

The Church which is His Body stands in relation to Him in that sense, and He, 

by His Spirit being present, indwelling us, is indicated as being present by 

means of the members of His body.” 

What I am hoping we can see in the way Sparks puts this, is that this 

representation of Christ is something the Christian religion seeks to imitate.  That’s 

called living out of our soul – doing all we can in our strength, commitment and 

obedience to show others what Jesus is like.  But in reality, what happens then is 

that people aren’t seeing Christ when they encounter us, they are only seeing as 

accurate an imitation of Christ as we can produce.   

This is where spiritual discernment comes in.  A Christian with a solid knowledge of 

the Bible may be able to discern correct doctrine, but even the enemy can give us 

sound doctrine if, in some way, it serves his purpose – as when he quoted scripture 

to Jesus in the Temptation. 

Spiritual discernment goes the extra step and can identify the source as well as the 

outward presentation.  A person with this discernment can recognize the presence 

or absence of Christ Himself in what is being presented to him. 

It wouldn’t work like this necessarily, but just for the sake of illustration – suppose 

you are listening to a pastor teach a sermon and he comes across as genuine, 

loving and intelligent, and he hasn’t taught anything you could disagree with 

theologically.   

Then later, you are able to meet him in the lobby and when you look into his eyes, 

it’s not Jesus that you see.  If only it was that easy. 

But like I said, it doesn’t work that way – spiritual discernment is not a “look into 

their eyes” issue – it’s the ability to look into their soul.  There is a spiritual sense 
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that’s developed over time in a growing believer that allows him to discern what 

others may not see. 

(Heb. 5:14) “Solid food belongs to those who are mature, that is, those who 

by reason of use have their (spiritual) senses exercised to discern both good 

and evil” (the words ‘good’ and ‘evil’ in the original refer not to morality but 

to that which does or does not have spiritual value). 

Now, let’s move to the structure of New Testament life in the Spirit.  There are 

environments that are conducive to this idea of Christ being expressed through His 

body and there are environments that are detrimental to this. 

For the first generation of Christians, the Holy Spirit made sure that the 

environment the believers would grow in would be what we’d call “house 

churches”.  And throughout the world, even today, the countries in which the 

Church is the most effective in edifying the Christians and reaching the lost are 

countries where (usually due to persecution) the followers of Christ meet in small 

groups or house churches. 

This reading is from a book on Church History that has a chapter on the dynamics 

of 1st. Century Christianity; 

“Primitive Christianity structured its congregations in families, groups and 

houses. The house was both a fellowship and a place of meeting. Thus, we 

read of the House of Stephanus, the house of Philemon, the House of 

Cornelius, the House of Lydia, and the House of the prison governor at 

Philippi.  The use of the Greek word ‘oikos’ for ‘house’ or ‘family’ is found 

elsewhere in primitive Christianity.  This is especially evident in the fact that 

Christian life is lived in this kind of house, hence it is no surprise that in Titus 

Paul complains of false teachers leading whole houses astray and ruining 

them. Also, the statement in Acts 20:20 must be considered; ‘And how I kept 

back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have showed you, and have 

taught you publicly, and from house to house’.  The formation of the house 

churches, which can be explained on the basis of the missionary situation, 

was of the greatest significance for the spreading of the gospel.” 

In the early church, why did the Holy Spirit prevent the development of mega-

churches, or even smaller churches meeting in buildings?  Why are the churches of 
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the 21st century so ineffective in countries where the church meets in buildings, 

but very effective in the countries where that’s not an option? 

First, because the world views things which are big as automatically successful.  

Jesus had 11 disciples (12 if you count Judas) and after His death, there were 120 

disciples still faithful to Him.  If the best the Son of God could do was a Church of 

120 people, why do we tend to look at small churches as failures and big ones as 

success stories? 

Second, the foundation of Christianity, that which distinguishes it from all other 

religions, is the offer of relationship with God.  God’s desire is to have a family, not 

a 501 C3 organization.  And there is no way the kind of closeness envisioned by the 

Spirit and formed in the early Church could exist in a large, impersonal setting. 

Third, since each member of the body of Christ is both gifted and essential, if the 

church focuses primarily on one or two public gifts like Pastor or Evangelist, the 

rest of body eventually comes to depend on them to do the work of ministry, when 

in reality, those public gifts are given to the Church, not to do the work of the 

ministry, but to equip the saints for that task. 

(Eph. 4:11-13) “He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 

evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints 

for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all 

come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 

perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 

The body of Christ can’t reach corporate maturity, even if that maturity has to be 

represented in a remnant, unless its members are actively involved in helping 

make that happen. 

So, the enemy appeals to our pride by making us big; to our laziness by making us 

dependent on paid staff to run the Church; to our desire to be minimally involved 

by convincing us that by putting money in the plate and keeping the organization 

afloat, we are doing all the Lord requires of us. 

In other words, false teachers have convinced the Western Church that small is 

without value and only those gifted as pastors or evangelists are worthy to be 

recognized as the spiritual ones among us. 
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A couple of qualifiers, just in case any of you are starting to panic because of the 

church you’re in – not all large churches are bad and not all house churches are 

good.  There have been times throughout history when the Lord has established a 

large church for a specific purpose at that time.  And a lot of small fellowships are 

little more than cults. 

All churches are different because all Christians are at different stages of growth 

and churches are comprised of all these Christians.  Just like us, churches are all 

over the map. 

If the Lord wants you in a big church and you don’t go, you’ll be out of His will.  The 

same is true regarding a house church.  Wherever you go, it has to be a fellowship 

where Christ is manifest, not imitated, and body life is not just a Biblical concept to 

consider. 

Throughout the history of the Church, the pattern of what the Lord has desired for 

His people has been in groups small enough to allow the relationships needed for 

body life to happen, and He has avoided the risk of the Sunday morning 

performance and dumbing down of the ministry of the Word due to the 

temptation of pastors in that setting to avoid turning people off by saying or 

teaching something controversial. 

It's a good thing Jesus never risked offending anyone, otherwise Israel probably 

would have totally rejected Him. 

The bottom-line in all of this is that the Lord must be the One Who decides what 

form any given church takes on, not well-intentioned pastors or church planters 

following some kind of blueprint. 

Ok, that was a long intro; let’s move into 2 Pet. 2.  Here’s the final section of this 

chapter; 

(2 Pet. 2:18-22) “For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, 

they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who 

have actually escaped from those who live in error. While they promise 

them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a 

person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage. For if, after 

they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and 
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overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. For it would 

have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 

than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to 

them. But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: ‘A dog 

returns to his own vomit,’ and, ‘a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in 

the mire.’” 

This section actually contains only two main points; the false teachers Peter has 

been describing target believers by alluring them through the lusts of the flesh and 

by promising them freedom to do as they please with impunity.  And second, for 

Christians who listen to these false teachers, their lives will take a turn for the 

worse – so much so, that their lives will be infinitely more difficult than if they 

hadn’t become believers in the first place.  They were like “sows” who were 

washed and then returned to the “mire” they were freed from. 

Here's a parable the Lord uses to explain this; 

(Matt. 13:18-23) “Therefore hear the parable of the Sower: When anyone 

hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked 

one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who 

received seed by the wayside. But he who received the seed on stony places, 

this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he 

has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or 

persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. Now he 

who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the 

cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he 

becomes unfruitful. But he who received seed on the good ground is he who 

hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: 

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” 

There are four possible responses to hearing the truth.  The first is to immediately 

reject it.  The second is to receive it, but then stop pursuing a deeper 

understanding and fall away.  The third is also to receive the truth, but eventually 

to give in to the “cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches” and become 

spiritually unfruitful.  The fourth is to hear, believe and move toward a more 

complete understanding which bears fruit. 
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Peter is addressing the third person – they believe, but when the false teacher 

offers them the freedom to pursue “the deceitfulness of riches” (in other words, 

the things the world offers), they go for it. 

Peter says the false teachers use “great swelling words of emptiness”.  Here’s a 

great explanation of that phrase;  

“As in the propagation of all heresy, human speech is the weapon that false 

teachers aim at their targets. These teachers are eloquent promoters of 

their doctrines. They know how to impress people with their vocabulary 

using inflated words that say nothing (literal translation).  Do not be 

impressed with religious oratory. Paul, the greatest theologian (other than 

Jesus) did not preach to impress. He knew the difference between 

communication and manipulation.” 

So, the false teacher promises freedom, but delivers slavery.  Because “by whom a 

person is overcome, by him he is brought into bondage.”    

The world’s idea of freedom is the flesh turned loose from all moral boundaries 

where each man does what is right in his own eyes.  Peter’s idea is that true 

freedom can only be found by becoming a bondservant to Christ.   

Like our Lord said in John 8:31-32 “Jesus said to the Jews who had believed 

him, ‘If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know 

the truth, and the truth will set you free.’” 

We all have an idea of what the flesh is and how it tries to pull us away from Christ, 

but if defeating that pull was as easy as recognizing it and then simply saying “no” 

to its appeal, we’d all be overcomers overnight.  But it’s not that easy.  Listen to 

Watchman Nee’s explanation of how the Lord helps us with this; he’s commenting 

on (Phil. 3:3) “Have no confidence in the flesh.” 

“What does it take to get to the place where we have no confidence in the 

flesh? We must be willing to allow God to lead you to such a place where 

you dare not trust in your own judgment. God will allow us to make mistake 

after mistake until we realize that this will be a constant pattern in the 

future. We truly need the grace of the Lord. Frequently, the Lord permits us 

to reap serious consequences from our own self-assertive judgments. 
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Finally, you will be so stricken by your failures you will say: ‘I am terrified of 

my own judgment; Lord, I am so prone to mistakes. Unless You are merciful 

to me, unless You support me, unless You restrain me with Your hand, I will 

fail again.’  

This is the beginning of the defeat of the flesh—when you no longer dare to 

trust yourself. In the past, your opinions have come so easily, until God has 

repeatedly dealt with you and caused you to have suffered many failures. 

Finally, you yield, and say: ‘God, I dare not think about things without You; I 

dare not decide things without You.’ This is the discipline or training of the 

Holy Spirit.” 

I’m going to share one other quote on this because of how important this is for all 

of us to understand.  This one is from Sparks and he’s using Jesus as the ultimate 

example of what it means to live by the Father and not by anything that originates 

with us. 

In John 5:30 we read where the Lord said, ‘I am able to do nothing from 

Myself.’ You get to the heart of everything in the case of the Lord Jesus 

when you recognize that the one question which constituted the testing 

ground of His life was: ‘Will this Man act alone, speak alone, choose alone, 

decide alone, move alone?’ And His answer was always, ‘Not out from 

Myself.  Never out from Myself.’ ‘The Son can do nothing out from Himself.’ 

‘The words that I speak unto you I speak not out from Myself.’ Every kind of 

appeal was made to Him to persuade Him on the impulse of the moment, or 

in response to an entreaty that seemed to promise success, or by an 

argument that appeared to be the truest wisdom, to move, act, speak, do 

something as out from Himself. 

At times the suggestion would be influenced by necessity of circumstances, 

at times by the promise of effectiveness in His service, or again by 

representation of the apparent foolishness of the direction He was moving, 

as when His own brethren chided Him for delaying, saying, ‘Go up to 

Jerusalem and show yourself!’ To them He said, ‘I go not yet up to this 

feast!’ And then, so quickly after, when His brethren were gone, He went up 

also. But He would not go up at the persuasion of popular reason; He would 

not do this merely because it was the thing which everybody else was doing, 
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or because it was urged upon Him that, since everybody was going to the 

feast, He should go too. That ninety-nine people do a thing is no argument 

for the hundredth to do it. We are not to be led by the appeals that decide 

the actions of the many – ‘It is the popular thing! Everybody else is doing it! 

It is the recognized thing to do!’ No! Does my Father want me to do this? 

That is the question that must ever rule our steps. In the case of the Lord 

Jesus there was all the time a subtle temptation to act without inquiry of His 

Father, without direct leading from His Father; to act in His individual 

capacity as though He were His own Master. In Him there was none of that 

which was personal, independent. We are not speaking merely of such 

things as are sinfully personal, but simply of independent action, perhaps 

action taken for the best ends, for a good motive, with quite a proper 

intention. Yes, all this may be done apart from a directive word from the 

Father. That creates an independent thought, however good may be the 

motive.  And independence from God is the original sin of Man.” 

We all need to realize that every decision we make, whether for action or 

communication, has to be governed by the Holy Spirit and not by our own 

reasoning, no matter how sincere we may think our motive is. 

Our first thought in everything must be “Not I, but Christ”. 

In the last part of 2 Peter 2, Peter is addressing people who “escaped the 

pollutions of the world” and then “became entangled in them” again.  I’m not 

going to go into confession time, but I can think of several times in my journey as a 

Christian when “entangled” in the things of this world defined my lifestyle. 

So, I can say from experience, that “the latter end (was) worse for (me) than the 

beginning.”   

Peter says nothing about heaven or hell or eternity.  He’s simply describing reality 

in terms of the present-day experience of what happens when a person, once 

cleansed, decides to return to Egypt. 

One of the ways we know Peter is talking about born-again believers is the word he 

uses for “knowledge” in verse 20 where Peter says they are those who “. . . have 

escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.” 
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This isn’t gnosis, the word used for intellectual knowledge, but epignosis – the 

spiritual, experiential knowledge that can only come through Spirit-to-spirit 

communication from God to one of His children. 

So, ask the prodigal son if he enjoyed his time in the “far country” away from his 

father.  Whatever problems he may have had at home before he left paled into 

insignificance in comparison to the “mire” he found himself in, in his search for 

“freedom”. 

We will need to wrap things up, but just a couple of final points to consider.  I 

came across this question a commentator was asking and I thought we should 

consider it.  He said, 

“Is Peter too harsh and judgmental of these false teachers? Should he join us 

more enlightened 21st century evangelicals in joining hands with them and 

singing, ‘We are One in the Spirit’? Or, did the Holy Spirit inspire Peter to 

give us this long, intense portrait to study so that we will be able to spot 

such false teachers and avoid compromising with them? 

Michael Green asks this question; ‘Why has Peter expended so much 

powder and shot on the false teachers in this chapter? Because he is 

primarily a pastor. He is concerned to feed his Master’s sheep; and he is 

furious to find them being poisoned by lies masquerading as truth.” 

When I read that, it reminded me of a study we did a couple months ago on the 

present day “Christian Patriot Movement” where we looked at how many of what 

the author called “enlightened 21st century evangelicals’ were joining hands with 

false teachers and singing, ‘We are One in the Spirit’. 

This growing Christian Nationalism push to save a country God has already decided 

to judge is drawing millions of well-intended believers into focusing more on earth 

than heaven – on things below rather than things above. 

Don’t worry, I’m not going to beat that drum again tonight, I just wanted you to 

understand that the means false teachers use to “entangle” us with the affairs of 

this life involve much more than simply tempting us with riches or moral 

compromise. 
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As I’ve said before, the enemy has very specific deceptions designed for all of us, 

and if wealth or immorality or obvious heresy won’t capture us, then maybe 

becoming a freedom fighter like Judas Iscariot would be more appealing to us. 

Personally, I think it’s possible that the “kingdom on earth” crowd will eventually 

be one of the main groups that persecute the “kingdom of heaven” crowd. 

But whatever it takes to deceive us is what will be sent our way. 

Ok, closing quote and then next week we’ll move into chapter three.  This was sent 

to me, so I’m not sure who the author is, but it ties in well with the movement of 

the enemy through false teachers to weaken the spiritual life of God’s people; 

“From the high altitude of the first years as set before us in the book of the 

Acts, the church began to decline. When we get out of the apostolic age, we 

find that decline steadily going on, until the church publicly, generally, 

becomes a thing of this world, even becoming politically attached to the 

earth. The battle all through the ages has been in this very connection, as to 

whether the church would maintain or retrieve the loss of its heavenly 

position, or for any reason at all, by prosperity or adversity, accept 

something lower. What is and has been true throughout all its history is true 

today and is true with us. It is true in the case of every individual believer, as 

it is of the whole – the tendency to come down; and everything from the 

side of the enemy is directed towards creating a lower level of things than 

God intended, and therefore a lower level than that to which the Lord can 

fully commit Himself. It is only as the Lord’s position for His people is held 

that the Lord can commit Himself. 

It is at this point that we need to recognize something that may solve some 

problems or just give the final answer to a lot of our difficulties. That to 

which the Lord really does commit Himself is the spiritual side of things, not 

the temporal side of things, even in relation to His work. He may facilitate; 

He may help; He may send resources; He may rule and overrule in temporal 

matters; but we would agree that it would be very dangerous for the Lord to 

make that His realm of complete operations. That is, whenever a difficulty 

arises in the temporal realm, if the Lord immediately came right in and 

swept that out of the way and gave an easy, clear path to His work and His 

servants, it would really mitigate against true spirituality, and it would bring 
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the whole thing down to a temporal level, and you can see what would 

happen. Multitudes would come in because of the advantages. ‘It is a good 

thing to be a Christian; God does everything for you if only you will be a 

Christian,’ and so you become ‘rice Christians,’ as they are known in certain 

parts of the world. So, the Lord neither can, nor will, nor does, commit 

Himself fully to that which is temporal.... Spiritually, our position in union 

with a heavenly Lord means fullness, and the measure of fullness depends 

entirely upon the spiritual, eternal nature of everything.” 

(2 Cor. 4:18) “We do not look at the things which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are 

temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 

 


