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11,10,21 Characteristics of our Final Days in the Age of the Church 

For the last two years my goal in teaching these studies and sending out videos, 

and articles, is to prepare all of us for what is now much closer than before – the 

end of the Church age and the rise of the Antichrist. 

I’m going to start by offering a theory about what’s happening now, and to intro 

this, I want to share a headline and summary of what’s representative of dozens of 

articles I’ve seen surface lately from both mainstream and alternative media.  

It’s very unusual to see all the news sources reporting this.  The MSM slants it 

because they see it as misguided, but they don’t usually report on things like this at 

all; they just ignore them. 

So, here’s a headline from NaturalNews.com and the intro to the article; and then 

I’ll talk about why I think it’s happening; 

“The Worldwide Walkout Has Begun: Free People of The World Need to 

Wrench Back Power From the Hands of Tyranny.”    

“People around the globe are protesting the loss of liberty, illegal 

mandates and tyrannical government overreach.  

“People everywhere are joining the fight for freedom.  We’re 

witnessing a Great Awakening unfold in the citizenry as corrupt 

government leaders and politicians continue to implement mandates 

that threaten jobs, livelihoods, children’s education, and our way of 

life.” 

It looks like the tide is turning.  Maybe returning to normal is possible.  The New 

World Order crowd may not be as strong as we thought.  

All of this is making people more likely to push back even harder – they’re 

encouraged by the support they’re getting worldwide. 

So, for Christians and others who are against the mandates, the lockdowns, 

isolation and the loss of jobs; all of this gives them hope. 

It’s been two years since Covid was rolled out - are we finally seeing some light at 

the end of the tunnel?  But is this really a “great awakening”?   
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(Isa. 31:1) “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, who rely on 

horses, who trust in the multitude of their chariots and in the great strength 

of their horsemen, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel. . .” 

(Psalm 62:5-8 in AMP) “For God alone my soul waits in silence and quietly 

submits to Him, for my hope is from Him. He only is my rock and my 

salvation; my fortress and my defense, I will not be shaken or discouraged. 

On God my deliverance and my glory rest. He is my rock of unyielding 

strength; my refuge is in God. Trust in Him at all times. Pour out your heart 

before Him. God is a refuge for us.” 

In what I want to discuss tonight, you’ll see why what we are seeing develop in the 

world, in terms of a great push back against the great reset could be dangerous for 

us. 

We can enjoy what appears, at least for now, to be a reprieve (at least in some 

states) and we can respect those who are making it happen. 

But if our hope begins to gradually shift from God to the patriots, anti-vax doctors 

and the courts – that would be a mistake; it would take our eyes off the Lord, 

which the enemy would love to see happen. 

What I believe we’re seeing at this point is two global agendas operating side-by-

side toward the goal of establishing the kingdom of the Antichrist.  Both of these 

agendas are run by Satan, because both are necessary to pave the way for his 

‘world savior’. 

The first agenda is the global tyranny we’ve seen accelerating over the last couple 

of years designed to pound the world into complete submission and deception. 

The second agenda is the global push back against the first agenda. 

Millions of people are taking to the streets in protest around the world. Governors 

are banning mandates; and attorneys and doctors are flooding the courts with 

lawsuits against vaccine passports. 

Why would Satan want two apparently contrasting and contradictory agendas in 

play? 
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Because in order to create the chaos needed in this world to bring it to a place 

where its global citizens are willing to accept someone as their messiah (a man 

most would never accept under less severe circumstances), the world needed to 

be deceived, weakened, angry and desperate. 

It’s simply the Hegelian Dialectic which has been used successfully by dictators for 

centuries.  Divide, conquer and take charge.  Here’s the definition again; 

“The Hegelian Dialectic is an interpretive method in which some assertible 

proposition (thesis) is necessarily opposed by an equally assertible and 

apparently contradictory proposition (antithesis), the mutual contradiction 

being reconciled on a higher level of truth by a third proposition or solution 

(synthesis).” 

On the side of the thesis are men like Prince Charles, the Pope, Bill Gates, Klaus 

Schwab, Immanuel Macron, Boris Johnson and thousands of other leaders in the 

geo-political and business worlds.   

On the side of the antithesis are the freedom-fighters, a growing number in the 

medical community, and conservatives. 

If my theory about this is correct, over the next months, we will see a large number 

of Christians and churches move aggressively into the “freedom fighter” camp. 

This is only one of the reasons our Lord prophesied about the potential deception 

of the elect.  Pushing back against tyranny to preserve our freedom of choice and 

of religion, is difficult to argue against. 

I shared this brief comment by Vance Hafner over a year ago, and how we know 

what it looks like; 

“The devil is producing a counterfeit, so much like the real thing that good 

Christians are afraid to speak out against it.” 

This leads us to a third group in the world that is not siding with either of the 

agendas),  

(John 18:36) “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would 

fight . . .” 
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Even though it’s only a remnant throughout the world, there are believers whose 

understanding, discernment and vision rise above the conflicts of those whose 

home (and focus) is this world and this kingdom. 

The remnant knows that “we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 

principalities and powers” (Eph. 6:12). 

Which is why, ultimately, we will be hated by both sides in this ‘dialectic’. 

(John 15:18-19) “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 

If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not 

belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the 

world hates you.” 

It’s been an incredible privilege to be living in the United States, but God’s plan for 

America in its current condition, is not to save it, but to judge it. 

And all the prayer rallies and Christian “marches on Washington” are not going to 

turn this around.   

The age of the Church is ending; the age of Antichrist is being set up and will run its 

course.  This is what the Lord is doing; we’d be wise to be on His side. 

Satan may use the push back to further his agenda, but I doubt it will be sufficient 

to create the kind of chaos needed to bring the world into the level of desperation 

needed to accept the Antichrist. 

William Wallace and Spartacus lost because the forces against them were simply 

too large and powerful. 

There are two scriptural realities that make me lean this way. 

First, the Bible tells us that the globalists will soon have their one-world 

government. 

And second, most of the people in the world have bought into the 

covid/vaccination “Great Reset” deception. As we saw in a study we did in 

September, 

(Rev. 18:23b) “. . . for your merchants were the powerful people of 

the earth, because all the nations were deceived by your sorcery.” 
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The word “sorcery” in the original is “pharmakeia”, from which we get “pharmacy” 

or “pharmaceuticals”. 

The NAS New Testament Greek Lexicon tells us that this word means, “The use or 

the administering of drugs; poisoning through deception and seduction.” 

The "sorcery" of the end-times deception of all nations involves a global 

distribution of poisonous pharmaceuticals.  

How more obvious and specific could the Lord have been on what to look for at 

the end of this generation? 

If this is happening now, are we in the tribulation? No, but doesn’t it become 

incredibly obvious that we are extremely close? 

There are more reasons, but these two alone show that it will ultimately be the 

“New World Order” group that, in some form, rules this world under Antichrist. 

Those two points I just mentioned don’t characterize the nationalist, ‘freedom-

fighter’ movement. They aren’t into vaccine deception or a world government. 

They are pushing back against both; but the Bible says both will happen and 

nothing will stop them. 

At some point, God will even send a strong delusion on the world to make sure it 

does happen (2 Thess. 2:11). 

So, as I mentioned, I doubt the current push back movement will bring about the 

chaos needed to usher in the Antichrist. It seems more likely that another major 

event, or series of events, has to happen to further stoke the fires of international 

pandemonium. 

Now, with all we’ve seen in the scriptures and all we see happening in the world 

(which is accelerating every day) I honestly don’t understand why anyone who 

belongs to Christ can’t confidently know that this age is nearly over. 

We are already beginning to transition into the Tribulation, which will begin as 

soon as the Antichrist confirms the peace accord with Israel and Daniel wrote 

about. 

I don’t get the hesitation to embrace the evidence that’s all around us. 
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But I have to teach with the assumption that those who listen to these studies are 

at least mostly convinced by now, so we’re going to look at some principles we’ll 

need to understand if we want to have any hope of surviving spiritually in the 

months ahead. 

So, before we get back into Romans next week, I want to share some scriptures 

that govern the time we’re living in.   

Let’s start with the inner life and struggles of those who genuinely are awake.   

When Israel was in Egypt they suffered greatly and cried out to the Lord. 

(Ex. 1:11-14) “Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with 

their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply cities. . . But the more they 

afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were in dread 

of the children of Israel. So, the Egyptians made the children of Israel serve 

with rigor. And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage—in mortar, in 

brick, and in all manner of service in the field.” 

(Ex. 2:23-24) “. . . Then the children of Israel groaned because of the 

bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to God because of the 

bondage. So, God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant 

with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” 

(Lk. 18:7-8) “Shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night 

to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them 

speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the 

earth?” 

(Rom. 8:18-25) “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 

not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. . . 

we who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan within ourselves, eagerly 

waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body. For we were saved in 

this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for 

what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it 

with perseverance.” 

(2 Tim. 3:1) “Know this also, that in the last days perilous (brutal, savage) 

times shall come.” 
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The context and condition of the world and the church at this time in history is that 

Laodicea is deceived and in relative peace compared to the struggles, battles and 

inner cries to God of the overcomers. 

I know that even among the remnant there is confusion.  Why does the Lord 

prolong our suffering (as He did with Israel in Egypt) and not deliver us?   

When the Lord prepares His children to intercede for others according to His will, 

He brings them into suffering so they can empathize, not just sympathize, with 

those they are praying for.   

It’s so that we can enter into the fellowship of Christ’s suffering as we share His 

own burden for those He loves and for the fulfillment, the consummation, of all 

that He sacrificed His life to obtain.  As Spark’s put it, 

“(There must be) a cry from within on the part of an instrument of 

intercession . . . Is there a condition in Christianity which brings dishonor to 

the Lord? The answer is self-evident. It is impossible in these days to move 

about this world without meeting these things and being almost 

overwhelmed by them. The tremendous force of evil that is set against God! 

You feel it, you meet it, it comes out at you everywhere. And if that is 

distressing, without exaggeration even more distressing is the state in 

Christianity generally, which is such a contradiction to what God has 

revealed as to His purpose. Sometimes you are almost compelled to say that 

the greatest enemy of Christianity is - Christianity.  

“The honor and glory of God is deeply involved today in a condition amongst 

His people which is contrary to Him. Is there a cry from the inside? It is 

difficult to say much about this. . . There is a growing sense within the heart 

of many children of God that things are not right - a real sense that this is 

not what the Lord intended; and there is, I believe, a cry deep down in many 

hearts for some changing of the spiritual condition among His people.  There 

is a discerning and understanding cry, born of a conviction that the Lord 

meant something other for His Church than this. . . There is an urgent need 

of a deepened, strengthened cry to God.” 
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We don’t cry out to the Lord for His heart’s desire to be fulfilled unless we see the 

true condition of the church (and even in our own lives).  It’s those insights that 

create the burden for something better and something more than what exists. 

And to get us to that point, we have to be brought into self-revelation (which is 

always painful) and into a growing understanding of the glory the Lord is after in 

His church in our generation. 

God’s processes for getting us there are often filled with mystery and confusion.   

He’s building two primary things into us; faith in Himself in spite of our 

circumstances, and a rejection of all that’s not of Him.  That often involves us going 

through things that make no sense – and we can become extremely frustrated 

with how long this goes on. 

Otto Stockmayer wrote this on the problem of delay and confusion; 

“There are times in our Christian life in which we have to do this—accept as 

children from God things which often seem to be in contradiction with what 

appears to us the teaching of Scripture. We have not to make what some-

call ‘efforts of faith’; we must wait upon God—we shall never ultimately 

suffer from anything that comes from God. 

“Let us stand always, and live always, so near to our God, not so He may give 

us an immediate explanation, for we will gladly wait until He is pleased to lift 

the veil, but so that in every critical situation, in everything which seems in 

contradiction with God's own word, and with God's own dealings at other 

times, we may stand by faith in the attitude which pleases Him, until the veil 

is taken away. (As Paul discovered) ‘My grace is sufficient for thee, but for 

the moment I cannot explain, nor take away this trial.’ 

“There are days when the difficulties, trials, and sufferings accumulate; but  

when once you have learned to trust your God, then you can get on in 

absolute weakness and nothingness. . . (because we will soon see that) a 

new dawn of a new day is breaking in, a new light is pouring on the horizon 

of the church.” 

Do you ever feel like God has, in a sense, deceived you; that since He’s not 

responding to your needs, what good are His promises? 
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You claim them, you wait patiently, you do your best to have faith in Him and 

nothing happens – and this goes on for months or years or seemingly, a lifetime. 

(Jer. 20:7) “O Lord, you have deceived me . . .; you are stronger than I, and 

you have prevailed.” 

Jeremiah was promised certain things and the opposite happened.  He knows he 

can’t fight against God because whatever God wants to do is irresistible. 

But Jeremiah was willing to bring his complaint to the Lord (which God never holds 

against us, by the way).  And the Lord was doing what we’ve talked about – 

building a deep, naked faith in Jeremiah in spite of circumstances, delays and 

seeming contradictions. 

Do we maintain faith in Him when He doesn’t behave like we think He should? 

It would very helpful to us if we could look at the impossibilities we have to live 

with as opportunities to glorify God by trusting Him, while principalities and powers 

(and people) watch to see if we still trust Him under this kind of onslaught. 

In the meantime, while we wait and wonder what’s happening, what do we do 

with what we are up against?  We know we need to trust; we know we need 

patience, but it seems to last forever.   

And even if God is allowing these things for our good, it feels like the enemy has 

the upper hand.  It definitely seemed that way in the crucifixion of Christ. 

The Lord is allowing and using literally everything in our lives to move us toward 

the fulfilment of the purpose He’s had in His heart from eternity past – a glorious 

bride for His Son. 

What the enemy does to the world, he’s also attempting to do to us.  Listen to this 

description of this; 

“"The spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience - it is in the air: 

‘the prince of the power of the air’; you can breathe it, you can sense it in 

this world, the antagonism, hatred, malice, and much more. It has come 

right into the human life of the individual, and right into the human 

relationships; the whole human race is shot through and through with this 

disrupting and dislocating spirit and power.” 
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As we near the end of this age, the world and the church are being shown for what 

they really are.  The Lord promised that there is nothing hidden that will not be 

revealed.  The world and the Laodicean church are both one massive lie – a total 

misrepresentation of the glory and the rights of God. 

This is leading swiftly to the complete rebellion of a fallen race against God, 

personified in the Man of Sin who declares himself to be God.  

But against this, in the commitment and sacrifice of the faithful and surrendered 

overcomers, the invisible beauty of the humility of Christ becomes visible to the 

world and to the principalities and powers who see in us their own inevitable 

judgment . . . as we become a fragrance of life unto life, or death unto death. 

Again, from Sparks, 

“The world lies ‘in the wicked one’. That needs no argument. If ever we 

wanted proof of this great truth, it's all around us today, our daily news is 

full of it; column after column of this lawlessness, this anarchy, this 

disruption and disorder. It's just there, it's the problem of all countries 

today; it's everywhere and it is forcing its way into the very church of God. 

There is an entire system of iniquity and animosity to the things of God at 

work in this universe.  And more and more, in our time, these forces are 

nakedly at work.  They are like a blanket upon us.  It’s not just chance, or 

imagination; the thing is far too desperately real, and calculated to push you 

out of the fight, and strategically so, at an extremely important moment in 

history. 

“There never was a time in the history of this world when men were more 

conscious of this conflict in the whole system of things.  And perhaps there 

never was a time when men were striving with greater effort and utilizing 

more resources to try and overcome this, and it defeats them and defies 

them at every turn and in every effort; so, the confusion only grows.” 

I’m trying to show that what we are feeling is normal and not in any way a 

contradiction to what we would expect at the end of the last generation. 

What we are experiencing is also essential so we can learn how to live by the life of 

Christ rather than succumb to the deception and defeatism of the world.  We have 
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to be moved away from a focus on ourselves and moved onto an exclusive focus 

on Him, so He can carry us through to the end. 

And this knowledge that we need to have, comes only by experience; and 

experience simply means that something has to be done in us that digs deep into 

our core through extremely difficult circumstances, and builds into us the 

character of a new nature. 

Satan is being used by God to conform us to image of Christ.  The enemy is God’s 

chisel to remove everything from us that needs to go – everything that’s not in that 

image. 

Any growth we will ever know, any fruitfulness, has to come by way of this kind of 

knowledge – knowledge through experience.   

One way or another, for those who are part of God’s end-time remnant, we are 

going to be brought into overcomer status spiritually before the rapture.  We have 

to let the Lord complete what He’s begun – doing what we can to resist the pull to 

quench His work in us. 

We’re going to move in a slightly different direction now. 

We need to understand who the Lord strengthens, and how He does that. 

In the scriptures the use of the term “arm” refers to God’s strength.   

(Psalm 98:1) “Sing to the Lord a new song, 

For He has done wonderful things, 

His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him. 

 

(Ex. 6:6) “Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring 

you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from 

their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with 

great judgments. 

 

(Psalm 89:21) “With whom My hand will be established; 

My arm also will strengthen him. 

So, let’s get personal and practical with this for a few minutes. 
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When Caleb challenged the spies, do you think Caleb thought he could have taken 

Hebron with just his own resources to work with? 

Listen to what he said; 

(Num. 13:30) “Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, ‘Let us go 

up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.’” 

Caleb, David, Elijah, and a thousand others, including the whole list given to us in 

Heb. 11 – none of these people were oblivious to their own inabilities and 

weaknesses.  They had learned over time that in themselves they were totally 

unable to conquer anything.   

So, how did they come up with this incredible confidence?   

What impossible situation are you up against? Get specific in your thoughts – 

what’s crushing you right now?  Do you think the Bible teaches that we’re 

supposed to feel like we can handle it?   

When the Lord brings in His strength, are we supposed to feel strong?  If that’s 

what you believe, you’re missing the point of every illustration given to us in the 

Bible on how this works. 

His strength is perfected, and manifested, in our weakness, so that no flesh will 

glory in His sight. 

In Acts 4:27-29 we get a glimpse at the kind of people God used to turn the world 

upside down; 

“For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod 

and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered 

together to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to 

be done. Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that 

with courage they may speak Your word.” 

They’re asking for ‘courage’.  Does this mean they were cowards?  Is God 

impressed with cowardice?  No, but God is impressed with people who know their 

fears and needs. 

They aren’t crying out to feel strong; they’re crying out to Him. 
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They know that what whatever they don’t have, He does have; and He is their 

indwelling resource. 

The Lord could have said “What are you afraid of?  You’ve been with me for over 

three years, you know what I can do.  Would I ever ask you to do something and 

not be with you?”   

But instead, this is what happened; 

(Acts 4:31) “When they had prayed, the place where they were assembled 

together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak the word of God courageously.” 

God didn’t hold their fears and lack of courage against them – He honored their 

honesty and their desire to do His will, and moved through them. 

(Zech. 4:6) “This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, ‘Not by 

might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.’” 

By the time the Lord was able to use Moses to lead Israel out of Egypt, Moses was 

so broken he couldn’t even talk to others on God’s behalf.   

In other words, before Moses could become a “vessel fit for the Master’s use” 

(which we all desire to be), he first had to know by experience, not just by 

theology, that he had nothing give to this except his availability – it would be God 

who delivered Israel, or it wouldn’t happen. 

Moses did not feel strong! 

His self-confidence had been shattered – and God always does this when He’s 

preparing someone to effectively serve Him. 

Don’t fall for the impression given by celebrity Christians that unless you’re filled 

with strength, courage, and determination, you’ll never amount to anything. The 

opposite is true. 

(1 Cor. 1:26-27) “. . . not many mighty are called. But God has chosen the 

weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty.” 

(Matt. 20:16) “The first shall be last and the last first”. 
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The Lord has used historical illustrations (Jacob, not Esau; Don Knotts not Arnold 

Schwarzenegger). And we have a massive amount of direct, theological instruction 

on this. 

Why is so hard for us to realize that the people God uses are those who are fully 

aware of their inability and are looking to the Lord for everything they will need to 

do His will.  They have zero confidence in themselves. 

(2 Cor. 2:14-16) “Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in 

Christ and makes known through us the fragrance of His knowledge in every 

place. For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being 

saved and among those who are perishing.  To the one we are the aroma of 

death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life.” 

This is our calling; it’s Paul’s description of what the Lord desires for all of us.  And 

Paul seems very confident that this is happening in his life.  Now listen to the next 

verse. 

(2 Cor. 2:17) “And who is sufficient for these things? 

Don’t forget Romans 7 when Paul realized that in himself, he was a total failure.  

He would never again, for one second, see himself as ‘sufficient’ for anything. 

It was never self-confidence that carried the early disciples through; it was their 

lack of self-confidence in their own abilities coupled with their faith in God’s ability 

that brought about this fragrance of life. 

The bottom line is that we have to fight against allowing the details of life obscure 

the incredible destiny and glory that awaits the overcomer. 

(Rom. 8:17-19) “And if we are children, then we are heirs: heirs of God and 

co-heirs with Christ—if indeed we suffer with Him, so that we may also be 

glorified with Him. I consider that our present sufferings are not comparable 

to the glory that will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager 

expectation for the revelation of the (mature) sons of God.” 

(1 Pet. 1:6-8) “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 

may have had to suffer grief in various trials so that the proven character of 

your faith— more precious than gold, which perishes even though refined 

by fire— may result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
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Christ. Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and though you do not 

see Him now, you believe in Him and rejoice with an inexpressible and 

glorious joy.”  

“Praise” is hearing “well done thou good and faithful servant”; 

“Glory” is shining like the sun in the kingdom of our Lord; 

and “honor” is sharing the throne of Christ. 

Whatever we go through here that results in that eternal reality for us, is more 

than worth the endurance it takes to get there. 


