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11,3,22 2 Pet. 2:10-17, The Deceptive Influence of False Teachers (Part 4) 

In this next part of 2 Peter, Peter again uses extremely apocalyptic language in 

describing the end time false teachers.   

Hiebert intros this part of 2 Peter this way; 

“Peter now plunges into a devastating, full-length portrayal of the coming 

false teachers.  The language is intense as his scathing denunciation gushes 

forth in one sweeping torrent.  To his prophetic eye, seeing the end of the 

Age, these sensual deceivers are vividly present and he employs the present, 

aorist and future tenses to paint their picture.  With Spirit-anointed clarity 

he sees the challenge that they raise.  There can be no compromise with 

them; the faithful Christian must expose their presence and denounce 

them.” 

This is a perfect example of what I meant in a previous study when I talked how 

serious this is to Peter (and, of course, the Holy Spirit Who guided him).  God hates 

sin; but He hates religion more.  And even more than religion, God hates any 

religion that claims to honor His Son while at the same time seeking to deceive 

those Christ loves. 

Peter not only describes the character of the false teachers; he also doubles down 

on the indescribable horror of their destiny.  The deepest part of hell, the blackest 

darkness, is reserved for them.  We’ll look at this more in vs. 17 which says “For 

whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.” 

If you want to know who will receive the greatest wrath of God in the end, it’s not 

Jack the Ripper or Ted Bundy; it’s the Kenneth Copelands and Bill Johnsons of this 

world. 

This is obviously not the way the world sees things; it’s not their standard of 

justice.  It’s not even the way most Christians see it.  But you will never find 

language more filled with anger and threats than that which Jesus expressed to the 

religious leaders in His generation or that which Peter and Jude express to the false 

teachers in our generation.  

Satan has been working toward this time in history for the past 2000 years, doing 

all he can to establish a generation of Christians who have no idea how dangerous 

things are in the spiritual conflict swirling around them; and he is counting on the 

fact that most believers in our generation will not dig deeply to “test every spirit to 
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see whether they are of God” (1 Jn. 4:1).  Most believers will end up firmly rooted 

in some form of a Laodicean fellowship. 

So, let’s look at the some of the specifics Peter gives in this section of his epistle 

about false religious leaders. 

(2 Pet. 2:10-11) “Especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust 

of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. 

They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, whereas angels, who are 

greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them 

before the Lord.” 

It wouldn’t hurt to look at the word “walk” first because it applies to all human life, 

not just those dominated by the flesh. 

The word means “to proceed along a road; to go on a journey.”  Other variations of 

this word include the idea of “ordering one’s behavior”.  The word Peter uses has 

the added idea of pursuing a specific course of action. 

What this shows us is that we should never doubt that false teachers know exactly 

what they are doing.  Not only is their “specific course of action” to deceive God’s 

people, but they have ordered their lives in such a way as to become extremely 

good at what they do.  With the help of demons, they have thoroughly examined 

human behavior and human vulnerabilities.   

When Paul talks about the end time church being filled with people who have 

‘itching ears’ in 2 Tim. 4:3 – people who want to hear certain things and not hear 

other things - the false teacher will know exactly what to give them. 

The next word Peter uses is “flesh” which is the depraved nature of fallen man. 

Let’s make sure we understand what the flesh actually is so we can make a 

contextual interpretation.  Since this was an email that was sent to me, I’m not 

sure who wrote this, but the points he made were good; 

“One of the reasons it’s so difficult for Christians to discern and resist evil is 

what Johanna Michaelson called ‘The Beautiful Side of Evil’.  A Christian 

church could be 90% good and 10% corruption or pride, but that 90% could 

also be flesh undetected. 

Who truly recognizes what the flesh is? Who understands what is meant by 

dealing with the flesh? or discerning the flesh? According to the Scriptures, 
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‘the flesh’ is condemned by God. It is something with which God is most 

displeased. The flesh is everything we have through our natural birth. 

Many people deem victory over sin to be the hallmark of perfection. But in 

reality, whatever we have by birth is of the flesh, and includes not only sin 

and uncleanness but also natural goodness, ability, zeal, wisdom, 

compassion, creativity and power. A most difficult lesson to be learned in a 

believer’s life is for that one to know his own flesh and to discern flesh in the 

Church.” 

So, back to Peter - the “lust of uncleanness” in 2 Pet. 2:10 is focused on the defiling 

or distorting of all that is good or pure.  Everything the false teacher does is drawn 

from a nature in rebellion against God no matter how good it may look on the 

outside; which is why (as Peter said) they “despise authority” and “speak evil of 

dignitaries”.  A “dignitary” is simply someone in a position of authority. 

These teachers have a natural hatred of authority, because they have a natural 

hatred for the King of Kings. Like Lucifer, they want to ascend to the highest 

position of authority possible and malign those already in authority along the way. 

Peter also tells us that even the highest angels in heaven have such respect for 

authority that they won’t presume to pronounce judgment against these deceivers 

– they simply make their appeal to the Lord; that their end will be according to 

their works. 

Jude does the same thing in Jude 9 using Michael as an example; 

“Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed 

about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, 

but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’” 

In 2 Pet. 2:12 Peter calls them “brute beasts”; 

“But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, 

speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in 

their own corruption.” 

The word “brute” means unreasoning, irrational.  One of the commentaries I found 

defined it like this;  

“Their chief characteristic is that they are physically and mentally ‘alive’, but 

have no sense of the moral issues of life. And like animals, they exist to be 

taken and destroyed.  They have chosen to be governed by the instincts of 
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the natural birth; which instincts are to be distinguished from the rational 

centers of thought and judgment.” 

Then in 2 Pet. 2:13, Peter says something kind of unique; 

“And (they) will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it 

pleasure to revel in the daytime . . . “ 

The real meaning of ‘reveling in the daytime’ is something we see increasing in our 

world.  Listen to what this meant in the first century culture; this is an application 

of what Peter is saying by historian John Kelly; 

“If debauchery has any place at all, the night is the time for it, and to 

practice it by daylight increases its heinousness; darkness is the standard 

symbol of evil, and by a rationalization night can be regarded as veiling 

unseemly behavior in decent obscurity.”  

What we see happening in the world in our generation is the removal of shame.  

The 21st century “works of darkness” are becoming open, transparent, in the light 

evil – those involved in these things don’t seem to care whether or not they hide 

their evil deeds any more. 

And as related to the Church and the label of “covetous” that Peter assigns to false 

teachers in vs. 14, Christianity has become big business – similar to what Jesus 

confronted in the temple 2000 years ago.  I’ll show you what I mean.  These are 

the seven wealthiest pastors in the United States and their net worth; 

1) Kenneth Copeland $760 million  

2) T.D. Jakes  $150 million 

3) Pat Robertson $100 million  

4) Benny Hinn  $42 million 

5) Jesse Duplantis $50 million 

6) Joel Osteen  $40 million 

7) Rick Warren  $25 million 

And I know you know this, but keep in mind that the deception Satan has planned 

for you and me is not these guys – they’re too obvious. 

As long as the enemy can keep us in a place where we interpret all the events and 

circumstances of our lives through the soul (mind, reasoning, intellect, emotion, 

etc.) he can secure our deception.  We spent a great deal of time on this 
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distinction in our study of the letters to the seven churches in Rev. 2 & 3, so for 

tonight, I’ll just quote Spark’s take on this.  

“Those of us who have tasted of this world's springs have recognized the 

kinship between what is there and what is in Christianity so far as that soul-

nature is concerned. It is only a matter of difference of realm, not of nature. 

What the music and drama of the world produce in one way – the soul-

stirring, rousing: the pathos, tears, melancholy, pleasure, etc. – are all the 

same, only under different auspices and in a different setting. An 

emotionally stimulating worship music,  the appeal and personality of the 

pastor, a few more thrills and Christian activities will perhaps stimulate our 

souls, but where are we, after all? How Satan must laugh behind his mask! 

Oh, for reality, the reality of the eternal! That men might see that, while a 

highly cultured soul with a keen sense of the beautiful and sublime is 

immeasurably preferable to a sordid one so far as this world is concerned, it 

is not a criterion that such has a personal living knowledge of God in the 

spirit. 

When we pray for ‘Revival’ let us be careful as to what we are after and as to 

what means we use to promote it, or carry it on. The Apostle Paul makes it 

very clear that the secret of everything in his life and service was the fact 

that he received his gospel by spiritual revelation.  We may even know the 

Bible most perfectly as a book, and yet be spiritually dead and ineffective. 

When the Scriptures say so much about the knowledge of God and of the 

truth as the basis of eternal life, resulting in being set free, doing exploits, 

etc., and they make it abundantly clear that it must be knowledge in the 

spirit, not in the natural mind. Thus, a rich knowledge of the Scriptures, an 

accurate technical grasp of Christian doctrine, a doing of Christian work by 

all the resources of men's natural wisdom or ability, a clever manipulation 

and interesting presentation of Bible content and themes, and worship that 

may bring tears to our eyes may not get us one whit beyond the natural life 

of men, and still remain within the realm of spiritual defeat. Men cannot be 

argued, reasoned, fascinated, interested, emotioned, willed, enthused, 

impassioned, into experiencing the kingdom of the heavens; this can only 

happen by spiritual quickening.” 

Sparks has his own way of saying things, but the bottom line is that the growing 

believer is increasingly able to distinguish between soul and spirit in the 

governance of the Christian life.  As long as this distinction remains a mystery to us, 
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we are at risk of living and interpreting life by the resources of the soul rather than 

by the resources of God’s Holy Spirit in Spirit-to-spirit communication. 

Here’s where Peter goes from there; 

(2 Pet. 2:13b) “. . . They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own 

deceptions while they feast with you . . .”   

I found some interesting things about this related to what was happening in 

Peter’s time.  The phrase “spots and blemishes . . .” is what one author called 

“riotous misbehavior at banquets” – at some kind of community celebration. 

The phrase “while they feast with you” is similar, but most of the older 

commentaries tie this to the “love feasts” of churches in the first century (Baptists 

call them pot lucks). 

Since this isn’t technically talking about blatant immorality in a church, and since it 

seems to be tied to the early church ‘agape feasts’, the only thing that seemed to 

make sense to me is similar to what Paul was addressing in 1 Cor. 11:27 “whoever 

eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 

of the body and blood of the Lord.” 

The picture I have is of false teachers inside the church, partaking of communion 

and joining in the agape-feasts, but doing so with zero respect for the meaning of 

either of these activities.  They’re just going through the motions – probably 

hoping they will end soon so they can head to the temple of Aphrodite after 

church.  

This might have been what Peter meant by “carousing in their own deceptions 

while they feast with you”.  They are outwardly engaged in the activities of the 

church, but their minds are occupied with making a mockery of the feasts and 

disrupting the intended spiritual atmosphere that the genuine believers desired. 

I know you’ve probably already noticed this, but Peter’s entire discussion of false 

teachers is directed at those who are within our churches.  He isn’t addressing Sun 

Myung Moon or Gandhi or Mohammad.  As I said earlier, as much as God hates 

Islam and Hinduism, He hates those teachers and movements that claim allegiance 

to Christ and use that misrepresentation to deceive God’s children – like the 

covetous pastors I listed earlier. 

The only reason I mention this again, is because we have a tendency to be 

skeptical of everything outside the church, but trust everything inside the church.  
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The reality is that our greatest danger is not outside the church -we can see 

through most of what’s out there.  Unfortunately, the most important place to 

make sure we are Bereans is where Peter and Jude are focused in their warnings 

about deception – false teachers inside the church, as Jude vs. 3-4 puts it; 

“I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for 

the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.  For certain men 

have crept in unnoticed.” 

If we lose sight of the geographical location of our most subtle and effective 

deceptions, it is likely that we will, at some point, be deceived. 

The greatest danger of the flesh is not the deception of sin and immorality.  We 

may have a difficult time overcoming those things, but we can usually identify 

them.   

The flesh has, what R.B. Thieme used to call, “an area of strength” – or “human 

good”; that which appears outwardly beautiful to men, but inside are dead men’s 

bones”. (Matt. 24:27). 

The next description is in vs. 14; “. . . having eyes full of adultery and that 

cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in 

covetous practices, and are accursed children.” 

J.B. Phillips translates the phrase “eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from 

sin” like this; “Their eyes cannot look at a woman without lust”.  When I read how 

Phillips worded this it reminded me of something Ironside wrote; 

“It is only the might of the Holy Spirit which can subdue and hold in check 

the lusts of the flesh. False doctrines can never do this.” 

This is one of the reasons we’ve seen so many famous pastors lose their ministries 

over the last few years over sexual sins.  Even if they wanted to keep their passions 

in check, without the Holy Spirit working in them to hold the flesh down, it’s only a 

matter of time before their lust will give way to adultery. 

The next phrase, “enticing unstable souls” uses a word that means “to trap by 

using bait”.  This is just another example Peter uses to show that only the stable 

soul will be able to recognize the bait.   

I don’t know how many of you are familiar with Warren Wiersbe, but he was one 

of the best teachers of the last generation.  Anyway, here’s his comments on this; 
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“Satan knows that he could never trap us unless there is some extremely 

appealing bait to attract us in the first place. Satan promised Eve that she 

and Adam would become “like gods” if they ate of the forbidden tree (Ge 

3:4–5), and they “took the bait” and were trapped. What kind of “bait” do 

the apostates use to catch people? For one thing, they offer them “liberty” 

(2 Pe 2:19). This probably means a perversion of the grace of God, “turning 

the grace of our God into lasciviousness” (Jude 4). “Since you are saved by 

grace,” they argued, “then you have the freedom to sin. The more you sin, 

the more of God’s grace you will experience!” Paul answered their false 

arguments in Romans 6, a portion of Scripture that every believer ought to 

master. Along with “freedom” they also bait the trap with “fulfillment.” This 

is one of the “buzz words” of our generation, and it goes right along with 

“doing your own thing” and “having it your way.” They say, “The Christian 

life that the church offers is old-fashioned and outdated. We have a new 

lifestyle that makes you feel fulfilled and helps you find your true self!” Alas, 

like the prodigal son, these unstable souls try to find themselves, but they 

end up losing themselves (Luke 15:11–24). In their search for fulfillment, 

they become self-centered and lose the opportunities for growth that come 

from serving others. There can be no freedom or fulfillment apart from 

submission to Jesus Christ. ‘The purpose of life,’ said P. T. Forsyth, ‘is not to 

find your freedom, but to find your master.’ Just as a gifted musician finds 

freedom and fulfillment putting himself or herself under the discipline of a 

great artist, or an athlete under the discipline of a great coach, so the 

believer finds true freedom and fulfillment under the authority of Jesus 

Christ." 

Weirsbe’s brain would explode if he saw how far this world has gone in the pursuit 

of ‘self-realization’.   

The word “unstable” carries the same meaning as Paul’s statement in Eph. 4 about 

people being “tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine”. The only protection we 

have against the more subtle deceptions of the enemy is to get extremely good at 

prayerfully examining everything we hear before making a final decision about 

whether or not we will run with it. 

Also, in vs. 14, Peter calls them “accursed children”.  This is just as intense in the 

original as you would think it would be. 

Here’s the Phillip’s translation; 
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“Their eyes cannot look at a woman without lust, they captivate the 

unstable ones, and their techniques of getting what they want is, through 

long practice, highly developed. They are born under a curse.” 

That last phase, “born under a curse” reminded me of a song by Cream called 

“Born Under a Bad Sign” on their “Wheels of Fire” double album. 

Here’s the lyrics that came to mind; 

“I was born under a bad sign; I’ve been down since I began to crawl.  If it 

wasn’t for bad luck, I’d have no luck at all.” 

Ok, well, Eric Clapton won’t be our final word on what this means.   

There’s actually a Hebrew phrase for this which is; 

 “They are under God’s curse, bound for hell”. 

The emphasis is simply that their behavior in time has consequences in eternity.   

The Greek word “Katara” (cursed) can be used in the sense of a legal action, of a 

curse imposed by God as Judge. The word can also represent the object of a curse, 

in other words the person cursed. 

So, why did Peter use the word “children” attached to “accursed”?  There are 

different words for children or child in the original.  The one used here is meant to 

show the genetic relationship between the child and its parent.   

Here’s what I mean, in John 1:11-13 believers are called children of God in this 

same sense; 

“He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as 

received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to 

those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will 

of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 

“Born” is literally “regenerated” as in receiving the nature of the parent – not the 

parent of our flesh, but of God.  We saw in 2 Pet. 1:4 that through new birth, we 

have become partakers of the divine nature; not as in deity, but in spiritual and 

moral character – and as we’ll see in eternity, in expressed glory; as we can see in 

Jesus’ prayer to His Father in John 17:22; 

“I have given them the glory You gave Me, so that they may be one as We 

are one.” 
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The ‘accursed children’ of 2 Pet. 2:14 are best described in John 8:44 when Jesus 

identified the fatherhood of the Pharisees; 

“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. 

He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own 

character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 

The children of God and the children of the devil are identified by the character 

they possess which issues from the invisible source of their spiritual and moral life. 

Peter decided to bring a donkey into his next discussion in vs’s 15-16; 

“Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way 

of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, but was 

rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with human 

voice and restrained the prophet's madness.” 

This is pretty self-explanatory; I would only point out the meaning of “forsaking”; 

This is from an online commentary on 2 Peter; 

“These men are continually making a conscious, volitional, willful choice to 

abandon the right way, the straight path. Departing from the straight path, 

they choose the crooked path. To depart from the path implies they saw it 

or knew about it, but simply choose to depart from it. To have light and 

reject light is even worse than having no light at all. By way of striking 

contrast, Moses made the opposite choice ‘By faith he left (forsook) Egypt, 

not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured (continued without 

wavering), as seeing Him who is unseen.’ We all need this daily vision of 

Jesus in and through His Word, so that it serves to motivate us to stay on the 

right way, for our fallen flesh continually seeks to pull us off the path of 

righteousness.  Stated another way, what these men teach continually 

causes both them and their unstable ‘victims’ to veer away from the 

highway of holy doctrine that leads to holy living and instead leads to the 

broad way of destruction.” 

I just wanted us to remember that the deception brought against us by false 

teachers within the church is intentional, not accidental.  Accidental deception can 

come through a pastor who simply misinterprets various passages, but who 

sincerely believes what he’s teaching.  Intentional deception involves a well-
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thought-out plan, developed over time and with great cunning, designed to move 

us away from the truth. 

If we’re not well-established in the truth, we’ll become the ‘victims’ the author was 

talking about. 

There’s one other aspect of this, related to the reason God chose a donkey to 

rebuke Balaam.  I think it’s a reasonable application even though it’s not 

specifically stated in the verse, and it’s this; when we are reproved, we shouldn’t 

use the source of the rebuke as an excuse to ignore it.  It could be a friend or it 

could be an enemy, or it could be a donkey.  This isn’t the first time God used an 

unlikely source to reprove one of His followers.  In Gen. 20:1-18 God used a pagan 

king, Abimelech, to rebuke Abraham for lying about his wife, Sarah. 

(Prov. 6:23) “The commandment is a lamp, and the teaching is light; and 

reproofs for discipline are the way of life.” 

In the next section of 2 Pet., Peter waxes poetic in his descriptions of false teachers 

and their destiny; 

(2 Pet. 2:17a) “These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm”.  

Again, the Phillip’s translation of the first part of vs. 17 is; 

"These men are like wells without a drop of water in them . . . as useless as 

dried-up springs of water.” 

It would be similar to the ‘empty cisterns’ cited several places in the Bible which 

become a source of extreme disappointment to someone who is thirsty in a hot 

and dry land. 

Even the word itself, in the Greek, emphasizes this.  This is Kenneth Wuest’s 

comment on what this word means; 

“The word anudros is an oriental expression where the green oasis excites 

the traveler's hope of water, only to have it often disappointed. Such are 

these false teachers. Where one looks for a clear spring of water, the living 

Word of God, there is a spring gone dry.  The picture is of teachers who 

aroused great expectations which they are unable to fulfill. These men have 

no "life giving water" to dispense, so in the end they delude those who have 

placed their trust in them.  The false teachers actually make people believe 

their empty promises and enticements. The followers believed they were 
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getting “water” because the spring looks like a spring, but has no water and 

therefore is really not a spring!).” 

So, what would be the application to us, beyond the obvious things like Benny Hinn 

promising wealth to those who send him money? 

It would be coming under the influence of a teacher or pastor who claims to be 

quenching his congregation’s thirst by giving them the living water of the Word, 

but no matter how much or how long the people drink, nothing happens. 

In contrast to that, there is a godly thirst for truth and righteousness that all 

growing believers have and that’s a good thing; like knowledge that, when the 

scriptures are taught, rings true in our spirit and results in a continuous moving 

forward in our growth. 

Finally, Peter brings their destiny back into view; 

 (vs. 17b) “For them the gloom of blackest darkness has been reserved.” 

They have a reservation.  In other words, their destination is set and is a definite, 

geographical location. 

We sometimes loose the fact that heaven and hell are not metaphors for the 

mystical happiness or unhappiness that awaits each of us when we leave this 

world. 

Both are actual places and both have very specific and concrete characteristics. 

We’ve touched on this before, especially in Rev. chapters 20 through 22 where we 

explored both the Lake of Fire and the New Heavens and New Earth, but just to 

make sure to include Peter’s description, we’ll start with the word “black” 

(zophos).  Here’s what this word means and implies; 

“The blackness of densest darkness, gloom of the nether world as shrouding 

like a cloud. Zophos describes darkness that is total and conveys a 

suggestion of foreboding and gloom, specifically referring to the thick 

darkness associated with the region of those who are lost, a designation for 

the underworld.  Zophos is used two times each by Peter and Jude--twice to 

describe the darkness in which fallen angels are now held (2 Pe 2:4; Jude 6) 

and twice to describe the coming final judgment (2 Pe 2:17; Jude 13).” 

I did a search for different author’s use of this word, to compare both secular and 

Biblical.  There’s definitely a common meaning. 
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From Homer’s Odyssey: “These halls are full of shadows hastening down to 

Erebus amid the gloom . . . When Ulysses meets his mother in the shades, 

she says to him: ‘How didst thou come, my child, a living man, into this place 

of darkness?” 

Now, from Milton’s Paradise Lost: “Here their prison ordained in utter 

darkness, and their portion set as far removed from God and the light of 

heaven as from the center to the utmost pole.” 

And finally, from Dante’s Inferno, “That air, forever black.”  

Of course, while Kenneth Copeland sits on his veranda, sipping wine and looking 

out over the ocean, thoughts of ‘air, forever black’ never crosses his mind. 

 

 

 


