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11,4,21 Rom. 12 vs. 3-16 Fervent in Spirit, Serving the Lord 

As we saw last time, Romans 12 focuses on the action part of the Christian life. The 

first part of Romans lays foundation of understanding what our resources are in 

Christ and hopefully developing a level of faith that allows us to build on that 

foundation. 

And speaking of faith, listen to these comments by Leonard Ravenhill, 

"One of these days some simple soul will pick up the Bible, read it, and 

believe it.  Then the rest of us will be embarrassed.  We have adopted the 

convenient theory that the Bible is a book to be (examined), whereas first 

and foremost it is a book to be believed, and after that obeyed." 

We love to examine and even seriously consider the Bible; we’re not quite as 

enamored with idea of obeying it. 

But like Ravenhill said, obedience is “first and foremost”. 

The moment we became Christians and placed our lives in God's hands, He gifted 

us and set a path before us.  As Paul says in Eph. 2:10, 

"We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 

God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." 

It doesn't matter what we were before we were Christians.  He may or may not use 

our talents or training; He may combine a part of our experience before we came 

to Him with circumstances He's placed us in now - or He may start totally fresh on 

day one and completely re-direct our lives.   

We may never be able to put a label on our specific calling or ministry; it doesn't 

matter.   

The Lord defines our lives as we grow, just as the Potter shapes the clay. He also 

defines and determines what fruit will come of whatever we do.   

Not sure who said this, but it stuck with me; 

“It’s the action, not the fruit of the action, that’s important.  You have to do 

the right thing.  It may not seem that there could be any fruit.  But that 

doesn’t mean you stop doing the right thing.  You may never know what 
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results come from your actions.  But if you do nothing; there will be no 

result.” 

We’ve talked in the past about this passage in Hebrews 10:25. I’m reading the 

Amplified Version: 

“Not forsaking or neglecting to assemble together [as believers], as is the 

habit of some people, but admonishing (warning, urging, and encouraging) 

one another, and all the more faithfully as you see the day approaching.” 

The ways in which the Lord is providing “assemblies” for His followers at our time 

in history is unique. 

For those of you who have tried to find a church in your community that can help 

you grow spiritually, and haven’t been successful in your search, you are not alone.   

If I were to try to communicate the one most common frustration in what I see, it 

would be something I read in an Asia Harvest newsletter about Thomas Jefferson; 

“Several years ago, the Smithsonian Institute displayed an exhibit of Thomas 

Jefferson’s Bible. Jefferson had taken a pair of scissors and cut out all the 

parts of the Bible he didn’t like.  He removed all mention of hell, and 

because he didn’t believe in miracles, he chopped those passages out too. 

“While most Christians would agree that Jefferson’s actions were ridiculous, 

I’ve met numerous believers who do exactly the same thing to God’s Word, 

albeit not usually with a pair of scissors. By picking which parts of the Bible 

they want to accept, people invariably choose those verses that make them 

feel good, while ignoring the rest.” 

The dozens of churches we’ve either visited or looked up online to read their 

doctrinal statements or listen to messages by their pastor, consistently reveal one 

of two things; 

1) False doctrine (which, of course, Paul warned about in the last days) 

2) An unwillingness on the part of the pastor to teach parts of the Bible he 

considers controversial or unpopular. 

Since these things are in the majority now (which is also in fulfillment of Biblical 

prophecy), the Lord is reminding believers around the world of the truth in Matt. 
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18:20 that “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 

the midst of them.” 

It’s not the size of the local assembly; it’s the willingness of its members to learn 

and obey what Paul calls in Acts 20:27, “. . . the full counsel of God”. 

Now, let’s read through the section of Romans 12 we want to specifically look at 

tonight; 

(Rom. 12:3-16) “For by the grace given to me I say to every one of you not to 

think more highly of yourself than you ought to think, but to think with 

sober discernment, as God has distributed to each of you a measure of faith. 

For just as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 

serve the same function, so we who are many are one body in Christ, and 

individually we are members who belong to one another. And we have 

different gifts according to the grace given to us. If the gift is prophecy, that 

individual must use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is service, he must serve; 

if it is teaching, he must teach; if it is exhortation, he must exhort; if it is 

contributing, he must do so with sincerity; if it is leadership, he must do so 

with diligence; if it is showing mercy, he must do so with cheerfulness. Love 

must be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil, cling to what is good. Be 

devoted to one another with mutual love, showing eagerness in honoring 

one another. Do not lag in zeal, be enthusiastic in spirit, serve the Lord. 

Rejoice in hope, endure in suffering, persist in prayer. Contribute to the 

needs of the saints, pursue hospitality. Bless those who persecute you, bless 

and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 

weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty but associate 

with the lowly and do not be conceited.” 

There are several governing principles in these verses. 

First is the reality of our need for humility. Paul knew that the capstone, the proof, 

of a genuinely renewed mind is humility.   

“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself 

more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober 

judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.” 
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It’s not a false humility based on the recognition that we’re supposed to be 

humble, so we better try to be as humble as possible.   

People who have any discernment, can spot someone who is "pretending" to be 

humble. 

Humility is not only the exclusion of arrogance; it is the exclusion of any distorted 

view of ourselves.  The prime ingredient of true humility is the ability to see oneself 

as we really are, (strengths and weakness, gifts, talents and failings) and then 

seeing ourselves in the light of reality, to be able to remain, as Paul puts it, "sober" 

or “objective”. 

Humble people aren't covering up or trying to impress anyone; and they aren't 

"humbling" all over everyone either.  They are simply who they are, and are always 

trusting God that they will never cease to grow. 

Watchman Nee gives this advice on the secret of humility; 

“It is not to look at one’s self. To look off to Jesus is to be so attracted by 

Him that a person leaves his own inner world and is joined to the One to 

whom he looks. What kind of Jesus do you look to? You look to a Jesus who 

is both author and perfecter of your faith. The secret of spiritual advance, 

then, is to know how not to dwell on one’s personal condition. He who 

learns how not to look at himself is truly blessed. May the Spirit of God give 

us revelation, causing us to know what ‘looking away’ is, and how not to 

have an improper recollection of oneself.” 

Let’s take a minute to also see how humility ties into the knowledge of God’s 

Word; 

1 Cor. 8:2 “If anyone thinks that he knows anything, he has not yet known as 

he ought to know.” 

So, what’s Paul trying to tell the intellect-based Corinthians? 

“Knowing”, if it’s true and beyond simply facts registered in the mind, 

acknowledges “Source”. It’s to have a personal mindset of deep, inner realization 

that the only things we truly know of any spiritual value come from the Holy Spirit, 

never from us.   
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We have to know that we know that we aren’t the source of anything – note the 

word “anything” in the verse we looked at. 

Spiritual understanding comes only from God.  When we think that we know 

something that will matter to the Lord and others regarding the Word of God, we 

have moved from humility to arrogance. 

And just to be repetitive for a minute, we saw last time that besides recognizing 

the source, here’s one way you can know you know; 

"For a long time, I have believed that truth, to be understood, must be  

lived; that Bible doctrine is wholly ineffective until it has been digested 

and assimilated by the total life.  The essence of my belief is that there is 

a difference, a vast difference, between fact and truth.  A fact may be  

detached, impersonal, cold and totally disassociated from life.  Truth 

on the other hand, is warm, living and spiritual.  A theological fact may be 

held in the mind for a lifetime without it’s having any positive effect upon 

one's character; but truth is creative, saving, transforming, and it always 

changes the one who receives it, into a humbler and holier man. At what 

point, then, does a theological fact become for the one who holds it, a life-

giving truth?  At the point when that fact is acted on.” (A.W.Tozer) 

And James Logan adds this comment based on Prov. 23:7, “As (a person) thinks in 

his heart, so is he.” 

“It is impossible for a person to live inconsistent with his belief system.  A 

person may not always live what he professes, but he will always act in 

accord with what he believes.”  

So, offering our bodies as a living sacrifice, breaking away from the hypocrisy and 

deception of this present world system, renewing our minds and being 

courageously honest and objective about ourselves - all of these things are God's 

preparation for a man or woman who desires to fulfill the purpose God has 

planned for them. 

Since our main emphasis the last couple of weeks has been on the renewing of our 

minds, I want to share some comments on this by a couple of authors that show 

the inward work of the Holy Spirit to bring this about in us.   
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The first is by Alexander MacClaren.  He not only addresses the specifics of Romans 

12:2, but also does a good job showing how Paul leads us to this throughout 

Romans; 

“The Gospel of Jesus Christ presents itself, not as a mere re-publication of 

morality, or a new stimulus and motive to do what is right, but as an actual 

communication to men of a new power to work in them, a strong hand laid 

upon our poor, feeble hand with which we try to put on the brake or to 

apply the stimulus. It is a new gift of a life which will unfold itself after its 

own nature, as the bud into flower, and the flower into fruit; giving new 

desires, tastes, directions, and renewing the whole nature. And so, says Paul, 

the beginning of transformation of character is the renovation in the very 

center of the being. 

“If you want to change your actions, then change the deep convictions of 

your mind.  If you and I really believed what we say we believe, that Jesus 

Christ has died for us, and lives for us, and has poured upon us the gift of His 

Spirit, and wills that we should be like Him, and holds out to us the great and 

wonderful hopes and prospects of an absolutely eternal life of supreme and 

serene blessedness at His right hand, should we be, could we be, the sort of 

people that most of us are? Truth professed has no transforming power; 

truth received and fed upon can revolutionize a man’s whole character. 

“Make an action of your every thought; link every action with a thought. Let 

there be nothing in your creed which is not in your personal 

commandments; and let nothing be in your life which is not molded by 

these. The beginning of all transformation is the revolutionized conviction of 

a mind that has accepted the truths of the Scriptures.” 

I realize that as great as men like McClaren were and that their understanding far 

surpasses ours both theologically and experientially, what reading them can’t do 

for us in a specific way, is be applied to our world, because our world is different 

than there’s. 

Our world, at this time in history, involves a greater level of deception and 

temptation than at any other time in human history. 
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Don’t think that what you are going through isn’t just as intense and abnormal as 

you feel like it is. 

That doesn’t mean God won’t see us through this.  He has anticipated and made 

provision for this extremely difficult time. 

It just means that our need to see through the surface to the reality of what’s 

around us in the world and the Church, is now more important than ever. 

A renewed mind, able to see as Christ sees, is more of a survival issue now than it’s 

ever been. 

And God can preserve even the weakest among us no matter what condition the 

world is in, as long as our hearts are set on Him. 

But we do need to focus consistently on prayer and study at levels we may not 

have considered in the past.  It’s not an issue of trying to earn God’s love and 

protection; it’s simply facing the reality of our time in history and taking advantage 

of the resources God has given to us to strengthen us. 

The growing knowledge of Christ will be our deliverance. 

Another governing principle is in verses 9-13; 

“Love must be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil, cling to what is good. 

Be devoted to one another with mutual love, showing eagerness in honoring 

one another. Do not lag in zeal, be enthusiastic in spirit, serve the Lord. 

Rejoice in hope, endure in suffering, persist in prayer. Contribute to the 

needs of the saints, pursue hospitality. 

All that we do in serving our fellow believers must be undergirded with love – in 

other words, we aren’t ignoring real needs to meet only those needs that are 

convenient for us. 

When Lord gives us insight into the needs around us, we don’t go into the mode of 

“that’s not my gift”, we do what we can to see what the Lord is trying to 

accomplish. 

This is from an article by Art Katz, 

 "How many of us, in the hearing of the Word, have taken that Word 

 in through the prism of our own subjectivity and fitted it into the 
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 existing construct of our life, our categories, and found a way in which 

 the Word would be amenable to our view of ourselves, our Christianity, 

 or our calling.  Instead of allowing the Word to devastate and demolish 

 our categories, we stand or sit above it as arbiters, carefully molding it so 

 that it can neatly be taken in and even acknowledged and celebrated as  

 the Word of God, applauding the speaker for having brought it, thinking we 

have done God's service. . .  Do you realize that this is almost continually 

going on?  We are not hearing with the intent of doing.  We are hearing with 

the intent of approving, dissecting, analyzing and even possibly dismissing 

the Word of God and the Spirit’s leading."   

We often seem more interested in making sure what we hear is technically correct 

than in making sure it is personally applied.  And even if we decide that what we 

have heard is sound teaching, application somehow becomes irrelevant - we've 

heard it, we've approved it, so we must automatically be living it. 

When you and I listen to the teaching of God's Word, it’s not discussion time; it’s 

decision time: “What will I do with what I just learned?” 

God may or may not define our lives by a particular ministry or gift, but He will 

certainly take note of our heart attitude of "Be it unto me according to Thy Word" 

and He will guide us into all He has planned for us. 

The Church is meant to be a place of support, encouragement and instruction, but 

it’s also a place of personal testing and application. 

And it’s in the testing and application phase that spiritual life is discovered and 

experienced. 

Now, I want to drop back for just a minute and focus on a couple of verses we 

touched on earlier; 

(Rom. 12: 9-10 / from the NIV) “Love must be without hypocrisy.  Hate what 

is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one 

another above yourselves.” 

The love spoken of in this passage is unmixed with the world's view of love.  It’s a 

love that seeks the good of others and especially of the Lord, without regard to 

self. 
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And because it wants what’s best, not just what’s good or preferred, its hates 

anything that seeks to sabotage the expression of what really is the best.   

We almost always tend to define "evil" as that which is sinful or immoral.  But the 

majority of the times the world "evil" is used in the Bible it refers to false doctrine 

and idolatry, not immorality.   

Jesus was love incarnate, yet He hated the religion of the Pharisees.  In Matt. 23:33 

He called them vipers, snakes, children of hell.  In Matt. 21:12 He moved beyond 

words to action and "cast out all those that sold and bought in the Temple, and 

overthrew the tables of the money-changers . . ." 

We are told in Romans 12:9 that if our love is to be real; if it is to be like the love 

Jesus had, it will hate evil and cling to that which is good - and, we can assume it 

would know the difference. 

Therefore, love must include spiritual intelligence - the ability to distinguish 

between what is good and what is evil; what is spiritual or what is carnal - which is 

not as easy as many seem to think. 

We can be determined and committed, and actually do more harm than good if 

that commitment is not accompanied by discernment.  There is nothing more 

dangerous than what Ian Thomas called, “unenlightened enthusiasm”. 

If we aren't willing to defend what we know is true, we become ineffectual in 

expressing Biblical love. 

We may or may not be led to scream at Pharisees, but we are all called to protect 

those younger than us. 

Effectual service to the Church and the lost is only possible if the "unmixed" love 

Paul speaks of is growing in our lives.  And that love will grow as long as we are 

ground that has opened itself up to be broken by the plow; not ground that is 

resistant, unwilling to bend, to change, to advance, to risk.  

Christianity is not religion, it's not compulsion; it's purely and simply a calling from 

our Lord to look at those around us through the eyes of compassion, willing to 

offer any help we can give.   

True Christianity doesn't get any more complex than that. 
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Yet, for some reason, this whole idea of serving others seems to be a very 

uncomfortable thing.   

We want to learn, and we are thrilled about being ministered unto; but giving up 

time, money and energy to actively love others meets with consistent hesitation.   

So, for those of us who do struggle with hesitation, why is that?  

Part of it is simply our own selfishness; but a big part is this civil war we have 

inside.  We really do want to love- just like we really want to be loved.   

No one's exempt from those desires.  But because of our flesh, because of our 

isolationist-styled culture, we hesitate, postpone and sometimes even totally 

neglect to do the obvious. 

One description given of our Lord in Acts 10:38 was this, 

". . .  God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit, and with power; 

Who went about doing good. . ." 

Jesus went about doing good.  What an incredibly pure and simple explanation of 

divine life in action.  He, Himself, said that He did not come to be ministered unto, 

but to minister and to give His life.  So, that’s what He did. 

If we could only look at all service in the Christian life as simply the expression of 

inward love finding an outlet into the lives of others, service would cease to be a 

burdensome religion and would become both a privilege and a joy; because we all 

know, both biblically and experientially, that in reality, it’s more blessed to give 

than to receive. 

And it’s never how much we do, it’s whether there is a pattern of faithfulness in 

walking in the light we’re given.  

Someone the Lord specifically entrusts with the task of helping two people will 

receive rewards far beyond someone who is helping a thousand people without 

the specific leading of the Lord to do so. 

I’ll close with some comments by Wilkerson on what the real, underlying motive 

for all service is intended to be.  

“Paul was completely captivated by his Lord, and yet he wrote, ‘What things 

were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I count all 
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things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 

for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, 

that I may win Christ’ (Philippians 3:7-8). 

“Why would he feel the need to ‘win’ Christ? Christ already had revealed 

himself clearly and not just to the apostle, but in his life. Even so, Paul felt 

compelled to win Christ’s heart and affection. Paul’s entire being — his 

ministry, life and very purpose for living — was focused only on pleasing his 

master and Lord. All else was rubbish to him, even ‘good’ things. 

“Is this scriptural, you may ask, this idea of winning the heart of Jesus? 

Aren’t we already the objects of God’s love? Indeed, his benevolent love 

extends to all mankind, but there is another kind of love that few Christians 

ever experience. It is an affectionate love with Christ such as occurs between 

a husband and wife. 

“This love is expressed in the Song of Solomon. In that book Solomon is 

portrayed as a type of Christ, and in one passage the Lord speaks of his bride 

this way: ‘You have ravished my heart…my spouse; you have ravished my 

heart with one look of your eyes, with one link of your necklace. How fair is 

your love…my spouse! How much better than wine is your love’ (Song of 

Solomon 4:9-10). 

“The bride of Christ consists of a holy people who long to be so pleasing to 

their Lord, and who live so obediently and so separated from all other 

things, that Christ’s heart will be ravished. The word ravish in this passage 

means to ‘steal my heart.’ 

“The scriptures tell us that Christ’s heart is ravished with just ‘one look’ or a 

singular gaze. I believe that this shows a singleness of a mind focused on 

Christ alone. This is the life we are called to pursue!” 

 


