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12,2,21 Rom. 13 The Christian Response to Governmental Laws 

I’m going to start tonight by reading the passage we’ll be covering – Rom. 13:1-7; 

“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by 

God. Therefore, whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, 

and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a 

terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the 

authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. For he 

is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does 

not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger 

to execute wrath on him who practices evil. Therefore, you must be subject, 

not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. For because of this 

you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this 

very thing. Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are 

due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.” 

We’ll look at the specifics of Rom. 13 in a few minutes, but the best approach on 

how to deal with government authority is to start by making sure we know who we 

are and who we aren’t. 

Which is probably the best approach to anything and why Paul always spent the 

majority of most of his epistles clearing that up before moving into any action 

passages. 

I want to help us understand the only legitimate reasons to resist government.  

And just as a preview of some of the things we’ll be talking about – those reasons 

do not include; living under a corrupt or an immoral government.  Few 

governments throughout history were more corrupt or immoral than Rome at the 

time of Christ. 

Also, we’re not called to resist a government that kills Christians.  Rome crucified 

Christ and persecuted the believers of the first century, and nowhere were they 

told to fight against Rome because of this.  
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There are examples given in the history of the early church of defying the 

government.  The first, and most obvious, is the government telling us we can’t 

preach the gospel. 

(Acts 5:28-29) “’We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,’ he 

said. ‘Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined 

to make us responsible for this man’s blood.’ But Peter and the other 

apostles replied, ‘We must obey God rather than men.’”  

We can refuse to act against scripture or against conscience enlightened by 

scripture.   

But the downside of most of what I’ve read on the Christian response to 

government mandates focuses on trying to list specific examples hoping we’ll see a 

pattern.   

Then when something surfaces that doesn’t seem to match any of those examples, 

and our brain can’t tell if it matches a pattern or not, we’re unsure of what to do. 

In some cases, we know exactly where we’re supposed to draw the line, other 

things are not as easy to make a decision about.  

It’s similar to the issue Paul develops in Romans 14:1-10 (which we’ll look at in 

more detail when we get there); 

Here’s the Romans 14 passage; 

“Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful 

things. For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only 

vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not 

him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. Who 

are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. 

Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. One 

person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. 

Let each be fully convinced in his own mind. He who observes the day, 

observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord, 

he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God 

thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God 

thanks. For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. For if we 
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live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, 

whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and 

rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your 

brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” 

There are a lot of factors that can go into a ‘conscience’ type decision, like spiritual 

infancy vs. maturity or the influence of a pastor over a congregation. 

However, if there was a way we could have something more solid to work from, 

like understanding the relationship between us and governments, we’d have 

something more than examples to guide us; our understanding of the nature of 

that relationship would be a better guide. 

So, that’s going to be my emphasis in our study tonight. 

We’ll need to spend some time solidifying who we are and why we’re here, and 

how that relates to our response to earthly governments, because if those eternal 

things are clear, making temporal decisions becomes much easier. 

We are here for two things only, to do our part in bringing the church to maturity 

and to reach the lost with the Gospel.   

If we give any definition to our lives apart from that calling, or allow ourselves to 

be drawn into anything that acts in competition to that calling, then our lives are 

not in harmony with what the Lord is doing in this generation.   

Our actions, and especially our prayers, reveal where we are spiritually. There’s 

obviously no problem praying for our practical needs, we are to cast all our cares 

on Him, but there is a problem if that’s the major content of our prayers, rather 

than praying for the fulfillment of God’s desires and purpose related to the Church 

and the world.   

The Lord is finalizing the Church both spiritually and numerically, and we should be 

cooperating by our actions and our prayers to see this happen.  

This is from Fromke’s book, “Unto Full Stature”; 

“Whenever men hear of God’s purpose, they usually glow with anticipation; 

and as they meet you at the church door they will remark, ‘Yes, I’m so glad 
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God has a purpose for me.’  ‘God’s purpose for me’ is the measure of their 

vision, and it requires a radical adjustment before they will move from a self-

center to become God-centered.  Any enlarged vision must first be in seeing 

God’s purpose for Himself – what He supremely desires eternally purposes, 

and ultimately intends, not just for man, or Israel, or the church - but the 

Father’s purpose for His Son.  To become truly occupied with Him and what 

He purposes – that, and only that, allows us to come alive to His eternal 

purpose and begin operating from a new center.  This is the final, most 

needed, adjustment.” 

Enlarged vision clarifies the details of life that we have to make decisions about; 

including our response to governments. 

I found another illustration of ‘expanded vision’ that I thought would help too; 

“The mount Palomar telescope has pierced the vastness of space to reveal 

that our solar system is but an infinitesimal part of the vast system of the 

heavens.  Scientists tell us there are at least 240 million solar systems.  

These form an immense wheel called a galaxy.  Each solar system revolves 

around its center or sun, and all the solar systems in the galaxy revolve 

around a common center.  While this may stagger our imagination, it is not 

all.  There are at least 40 billion galaxies like ours revolving around an 

ultimate center – the throne of God.” 

Which throne is most important; the thrones of men on this tiny speck of a planet 

in one of the 240 million solar systems, or the throne at the center of a vast, 

incomprehensible creation? 

So, bringing all this down to earth, the fact is that we have to live in this world and 

interact in our jobs, our relationships, or the country we live in, and the only way 

to do that with spiritual intelligence is first to make sure our eye is single on why 

we’re here; and that we are firmly established on the fact that this is not our 

world.   

We belong to something immensely bigger than this – just as creation and eternity 

are bigger than one planet and temporal life. 
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We are here with a temporary mission, and then we will be gone.  And like I said, 

that mission is not to be focused on the kingdoms of the earth which rise and fall 

with time. 

Think about Abraham in this context: 

“By faith, Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place 

which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went, not knowing where 

he was going.  By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise . . .  for he 

was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder 

is God.”  (Hebrews 11:8-11) 

Abraham’s confidence didn’t come from anything he saw here on earth.  Hebrews 

11:1 says, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen.”   

And Hebrews 11:10, “. . . he was looking for a city whose architect and 

builder is God.”   

What Abraham did see is a different city; an invisible city.   

Hebrews 12:2 says we are to “(fix) our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our 

faith, who for the joy set before Him, endured the cross. . .and is now sat down on 

the throne of God”.   

The Lord had joy in the midst of the worst suffering possible.  How?  He saw His 

destiny in the throne at the center of the universe.  He saw another city, another 

world, another reality not of this world.   

There was no city here for Abraham – and no throne here for Christ; just faith. 

Abraham saw, but never entered the city he looked for until after he left earth.  

Jesus saw, but didn’t attain the throne until after the cross. 

They saw by faith with the eyes of the Spirit. 

In Colossians 3:1-4 Paul wrote, 

“If you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things 

above, not on the things that are on earth.  For you have died and your true 

life is hidden with Christ in God.” 
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Where do we live?  Earth or heaven?  Physically, we’re on earth; but what about 

spiritually?  There’s another explanation of how this works found in 2 Corinthians 

4:16-5:5, 

“We do not lose heart, even though our outer man is decaying, our inner 

man is being renewed day by day.  For this temporary, light affliction is 

producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison.  While 

we look not at the things which are seen but at the things which are not 

seen; the things which are seen are temporal, the things which are not seen 

are eternal.  For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn 

down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands eternal in 

the heavens (remember what Abraham was looking for?).  For indeed in this 

house we grown, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven. . . for 

while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened . . . that which is mortal 

will be swallowed up by life.  Now He who prepared us for this very purpose 

is God.” 

Most Christians seem to think our purpose has its source here; that our primary 

reason for living is somehow related to this earth, this world.  We are to be 

building and establishing something here; helping to shape the governments of a 

world destined for destruction.  

We do have work to do here, but God’s purpose for us reaches far beyond this life.  

Paul’s focus was not on that which is decaying but on that which can’t decay.  

And America is decaying.  Anyone paying attention can see that.  

In John 17:16 Jesus said of His disciples, “They are not of this world, even as I am 

not of this world.”   

Jesus came into the world, but made it clear that He was from another kingdom 

entirely.  When He was on earth, it was obvious to all who knew Him that He was 

from somewhere else, somewhere where the destructive and decaying principles 

of this world do not exist. 

And the Lord said that we are now from that other world too, that other kingdom.    
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The disciples wanted Him to conquer Rome and free the nation of Israel.  But 

Rome belonged to Caesar, so Jesus simply said, “Render unto Caesar what is 

Caesar’s and unto God what is God’s”.   

Here’s a brief historical clip on one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot; 

“The name Judas is a form of Judah, the name of the southern portion of the 

original kingdom of Israel and was a common name. “Iscariot” may have 

been a form of the name ‘Sicarri’ (which was a group of assassin-type 

freedom fighters).  Considering the many comments in scripture regarding 

the desire of the disciples that Jesus would fulfill the Old Testament 

promises to free Israel from their oppressors, it’s reasonable to assume that 

Judas betrayed him because Judas believed that Jesus was supposed to 

restore Israel’s power, had become impatient, and wanted to force Jesus’ 

hand.” 

The disciples would have loved to see Jesus become an activist, but this wasn’t His 

world.  He was extremely involved in the hurts, pains, and lives of individuals (just 

as we should be), but He was completely uninvolved in the social and political 

winds of His generation. 

Jesus never took any action to overthrow Rome or to address the immoralities of 

the Gentile nations.  He never started a social justice movement or advocated for a 

political candidate.   

Even when two brothers asked Him to help divide their inheritance, a very simple 

temporal matter, He replied, “Who has made me judge between you?” He was a 

King, but this was not His kingdom.  That’s why we pray, “Thy kingdom come”; it’s 

not here yet.   

In 1 John 4:17, John says, “As He was, so are we in this world.”  Are we?  Are we 

really like He was in this world?   

Jesus never took a stand for or against Rome, He didn’t side with Rome, and He 

didn’t side with those who were plotting Rome’s fall.  He wasn’t a Socialist, or a 

Communist, or a Conservative, or a Liberal, or a Democrat, or a Republican.   
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I said a few weeks ago, when we were talking about the two agendas in our world 

right now, the members of both agendas will likely hate us for not joining either 

one of them. 

Throughout the last 2000 years, for those Christians who have understood both 

the truth and the implications of being “not of this world”, they have refused to be 

naturalized to any part of it.   

When they were asked who their King was, or their president, or their leader, they 

said, “Christ”, and because of that Rome killed them.  

When they were asked what their country was, they said, “heaven”, so patriots 

hated them.  And when asked what their nationality was, they said, “Christian”, so 

nationals hated them.   

Jesus was hated and despised by those who wanted Him to be something He 

wasn’t – a citizen of Earth. 

“If the world hates you, know that it hated Me before it hated you.  If you 

were of this world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of 

the world, but I have chosen you out of this world, therefore the world hates 

you.” (John 15:18) 

What does it feel like to be from another kingdom; to be a pilgrim and a stranger in 

a strange land, and to receive the animosity of the citizens of the world because, 

like our Lord, we won’t join them in their movements and agendas?  

Unfortunately, most Christians may never know how this feels.   

We have been led off track by Christian leaders who tell us that our prayers and 

activism will turn our nation around and return us to the normality we had before 

Covid. 

Why do so many believers choose to follow that path? — because social crusading 

is easier than studying the Bible.  Persevering in our growth in Christ is a much 

more difficult task than joining the Stop World Control movement. 

I’m not discounting the efforts of those, especially in the medical profession, who 

are exposing the lie of the vaccine – they are helping save lives.  I admire their 

courage, sacrifice and commitment.  I hope we’re warning people too. 
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Jesus healed and comforted those who live in this world.   We should do all we can 

to help others and to build a bridge through compassion for evangelism.  

What I’m saying is that this world, including America, is spiraling out of control and 

all the prayer rallies in D.C. aren’t going to put it back together again.  Several years 

ago, Cal Thomas wrote this; 

“When Christian activists emerged from their churches into the political 

arena, they targeted pornography, offensive television, drugs, the gay-rights 

movement and crumbling families.  Pornography is worse than ever, 

television continues to stink, drugs remain a problem, the gay-rights agenda 

advances and the divorce rate remains about the same. . .   

C.S. Lewis put it just as bluntly: ‘If you read history, you will find that the 

Christians who did the most for the present world were those who thought 

most of the next.’”   

The time in our history when the Church was most effective in this world was when 

she was most detached from it.   The power of the Church is not in her political 

insight, her social agendas, or her mega-buildings.   

The power of the Church is her Lord.  When the saints pursue Him instead of 

pursuing personal comfort and social reform, then God responds and the gates of 

hell are stormed. 

We probably need to revisit (often) what this dispensation and this generation are 

really all about; Here’s a quote on this by Sparks; 

“There was marked out by God a period, a dispensation, in this world’s 

history when God would not be doing something as belonging to this 

present world or related to this present earth.  Up till that time it was 

otherwise.  He was dealing with the nations in relation to a nation among 

them (Israel).  That nation was His chief concern, and everything was of an 

earthly order, finding God intervening swiftly and along temporal lines in the 

affairs of that nation.  Then a future time will come when He will have 

something on the earth again - a kingdom of this world.  But between these 

two economies there is this special one in which God’s object is to take out 

of the nations a people for His Name, a people of a heavenly birth, a 

heavenly life, a heavenly sustenance, a heavenly vocation, a heavenly 
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warfare, and a heavenly consummation.  Thus, in this present age, God is 

not occupied with this earth and the setting up of something here.  The 

deepest reality of the Church is that it is not of this world or fixed to this 

earth.  Now the whole tendency of man is to set up and have something 

here; to see, handle, project, run, establish, organize, constitute, and build, 

as on this earth.  This has been the one most positive cause of loss of 

spiritual power and effectiveness.”    

You can see how having our vision and understanding of God’s purpose can have 

an immense affect on how we view and act related to everything here – including 

our response to government.   

It’s not enough to look for lists and examples of what we should do and hope we 

can match those to the situation we’re in; we need to see the challenges we face 

from an eternal reality and perspective. 

Now, let’s drop back for a few minutes and look at some of the specifics of the 

Rom. 13 passage; vs. 1 in the Amplified version – 

“Let every person be loyally subject to the governing (civil) authorities. For 

there is no authority except from God by His permission, His sanction, and 

those that exist do so by God’s appointment.” 

The reason I want to touch on some of these principles is because there is always a 

danger of being so wrapped up in the theology of a heavenly perspective, we 

forget that God is not only the Author of a vast eternal purpose, but He is also 

working out that purpose on earth and in our lives. 

We may not understand why God ‘sanctioned’ Rome, or Germany under Hitler, or 

North Korea under Kim Jong Un, but even these governments are in some way 

being used by the Lord to accomplish His greater purpose. 

One obvious way is the purification of the saints through suffering.  And I’m sure 

there are a million other things happening that will someday make perfect sense. 

I already talked about the degree to which Jesus submitted to Rome and we saw 

the example in Acts of the reason the apostles did not submit to the order 

intended to silence them. 
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All of these individuals made their decision with a perfect balance of submission to 

God-ordained authority on one hand, and an appeal to a higher authority when 

that was needed, on the other hand. 

That’s the challenge we face. 

One other comment on why Paul wrote this to the Romans – there was an 

historical context that set this up; 

“The political situation in Rome was difficult to say the least. The Roman 

Emperor Claudius had earlier expelled the Jews because of a dispute 

involving a certain “Chrestus”, and though the Jews had returned, the 

political situation was still potentially volatile. Moreover, Paul may have also 

been concerned about the possible influence of a group of Jews known as 

Zealots, who held a revolutionary attitude toward the government of Rome. 

Paul therefore gave practical instructions on how a believer should live 

under an unfriendly government.”  

Now, watch what this historian points out about what Paul did not write about; 

“On the other hand, Paul does not directly instruct believers on what we 

ought to do when a government departs from the role God has given it and 

does not specifically explain what to do when our government is committing 

a moral wrong (e.g., as in Nazi Germany). Neither are we told what to do in 

the midst of revolution.” 

Again, I’m not minimizing the challenges of the personal decisions Christians have 

had to make 2000 years under a variety of governments. 

Bonhoeffer tried to assassinate Hitler; but Jesus rebuked Peter for trying to 

‘assassinate’ one of the Roman soldiers coming to arrest Him. 

Christians join the military with the intent of fighting against what they believe are 

unjust governments.  Other Christians become pacifists when they don’t view the 

threat the same way. 

In John 8:10-11 we see this; 
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“Then Jesus straightened up and asked her, ‘Woman, where are your 

accusers? Has no one condemned you?’ ‘No one, Lord,’ she answered. ‘Then 

neither do I condemn you, Jesus declared. ‘Now go and sin no more.’” 

He loved her, but wanted her to know she needed to leave the lifestyle she was in. 

But in Matt. 8:5-13 things are a little different; 

“When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for 

help. ‘Lord,’ he said, ‘my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Shall I come and heal him?’ The centurion replied, ‘Lord, I 

do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and 

my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with 

soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ 

and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.’ When Jesus 

heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, ‘Truly I tell you, I 

have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.  I say to you that many 

will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast 

with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of 

the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ Then Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Go! Let it 

be done just as you believed it would.’ And his servant was healed at that 

moment.” 

Jesus gave no indication that He disapproved of what this Roman soldier did for a 

living. 

And as author Ray Pritchard explains, this can all come down to a very personal 

level related to all authority; 

“We’ll all have to contend at times with unsaved husbands, mean-spirited 

parents, cranky bosses, and teachers who can’t wait for the end of the 

semester. Sometimes we’ll work for people we can’t stand. Or live with 

people who treat us cruelly. Or suffer under a government that consistently 

promotes evil. What do you then? Actually, you have many options. You can 

rebel. You can fight back. You can suffer in silence. You can complain to 

others. You can get angry and try to get even. You can appeal to the 

authority over you asking for a redress of your grievances. The most 
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important thing is the attitude of your heart. You must submit to the one in 

authority in the sense that you must believe that God has put that person in 

your life for a purpose and that God’s will is somehow being done in you 

through that person even if you don’t see it and don’t understand it. God 

says, ‘By me kings reign.’ He takes responsibility for raising up one leader 

and pulling down another. He stands behind the ballot box and behind the 

armies that march and the navies that sail. He is Unseen Hand at work in the 

nations of the world.” 

Do we submit fully, partially, or not at all?  And which circumstances determine 

that? 

What I’ve tried to do tonight is allow us to get a 30,000-foot view of this to help 

keep us from getting trapped in the details and confused. 

But, as you can see, that doesn’t mean we’ll never be confused.  We have to make 

decisions constantly about all the authorities in our lives.  I’m just hoping that if we 

see that our decisions have both eternal as well as temporal implications, it will 

shape our perspective and hopefully clear up some of the confusion. 

As we wrap up, I want to share an excellent overview of this by H.A. Ironside; 

“The position of the Christian in this world is necessarily, under the present 

order of things, a peculiarly difficult and almost anomalous one. He is a 

citizen of another world, passing as a stranger and a pilgrim through a 

strange land. Presumably loyal in heart to the rightful King, whom earth 

rejected and counted worthy only of a malefactor’s cross, he finds himself 

called upon to walk in a godly and circumspect way in a scene of which 

Satan, the usurper, is the prince and god. Yet he is not to be an anarchist, 

nor is he to flaunt the present order of things. His rule ever should be: ‘We 

must obey God rather than man.’ Nevertheless, he is not to be found in 

opposition to human government, even though the administrators of that 

government may be men of the most unrighteous type. . . he who sat upon 

the throne of empire when Paul gave this instruction concerning obedience 

to the powers that be, was one of the vilest beasts in human form whoever 

occupied a throne-a sensuous, sensual brute, who ripped up the body of his 

own mother in order that he might see the womb that bore him-an evil, 

blatant egotist of most despicable character, whose cruelties and injustices 
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beggar all description. And yet God in His providence permitted this demon-

controlled wretch to wear the diadem of the greatest empire the world had 

yet known. And if under such government Christians were called upon to be 

obedient, surely there is no place for sedition, or rebellion, under any 

government.  God sets up one man and puts down another for His own 

infinitely wise purpose, and ordains that certain forms of government or 

certain rulers shall be in the place of authority at a given time.” 

As I mentioned earlier, Christian patriots in our nation are moving into open 

rebellion against our government.  It’s a growing movement.  Their cause is 

absolutely right, as was Judas’s cause in his desire to have Jesus overthrow the first 

century kingdom of Rome. 

But what Judas didn’t have, and what the patriots and freedom-fighters of our 

generation do not have is an understanding of the reality of the true nature and 

calling of God’s servants in this dispensation.   

I’m paraphrasing this, but the E511 Ministries’ site said, 

“True awakening according to the Word of God is waking up to the sins of 

the Church; while the false awakening is waking up to the sins of the 

government.” 

 

 

 


