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12,9,21 Rom. 13:11-14 Time to Wake Up 

The passage we’re going to be looking at tonight is, at least to me, very challenging 

and convicting.  It might feel that way to you too, so just keep in mind that just 

because I want to be faithful to teach what’s here, I don’t see myself in any way as 

being exempt from the implication of what this challenge is. 

So, we’ll start by reading through the section of Romans we’ll be looking at tonight.  

I’m reading from the Amplified version; 

(Rom. 13:11-14) “Besides this you know what a critical hour this is, how it is 

time now for you to wake up out of your sleep (rouse to reality). For 

salvation (final deliverance) is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 

The night is far gone and the day is almost here. Let us then drop (fling 

away) the works and deeds of darkness and put on the [full] armor of light. 

Let us live and conduct ourselves honorably and becomingly as in the [open 

light of] day, not in reveling (carousing) and drunkenness, not in immorality 

and debauchery (sensuality and licentiousness), not in quarreling and 

jealousy. But clothe yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for [indulging] the flesh] to [gratify its] desires.” 

Now, I’m going to read from three other translations, focusing on the first part of 

vs. 11; 

GWT (God’s Word Translation) "You know the times <in which we are 

living>. It's time for you to wake up.”  

Phillips: "Why all this stress on behavior? Because, as I think you have 

realized, the present time is of the highest importance – it’s time to wake up 

to reality.”  

Kenneth Wuest: “And this, knowing the strategic season, that it is an hour 

now for you to awake out of sleep.” 

If Paul were living in our generation, every one of those verses would have an 

explanation point at the end.   He didn’t know it would be 2000 years – we have 

20/20 hindsight; that’s a huge advantage. 

(Dan. 12:9) “And he [the angel] said, ‘Go your way, Daniel, for the words are 

shut up and sealed till the time of the end.” 
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Many of the prophetic passages in the Bible (including those in Daniel) would have 

been impossible to fully understand until they were “unsealed”; until the time of 

the end, when the generation living at that time could see them unfolding around 

them. 

(Matt. 24:32-34, again from the Amplified) “From the fig tree learn this 

lesson: as soon as its young shoots become soft and tender, and it puts out 

its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these signs, 

all coming to pass, you may know [with absolute certainty] that He is near, 

at the very doors. Truly I tell you, this generation (the people living at the 

same time, in a definite, given period) will not pass away till all these things 

take place.” 

I don’t know how many of you were able to hear the 2-minute clip of Prince 

Charles speaking at the Climate Change Conference in Glasgow; one of the things 

he did was make an appeal to the heads of nations and world business leaders to, 

as he put it, ensure that trillions of dollars be placed at “his” disposal.   

He didn’t say publicly who “his” refers to, but knowing the time we’re living in, it’s 

not a stretch to speculate that these global leaders, including Charles, have been 

having discussions with the Antichrist and all of them are pushing for his entrance 

into the global landscape as the emperor of this planet with “trillions of dollars at 

his disposal”. 

So, as Paul says, “. . . you know what [a critical] hour this is, how it is time 

now for you to wake up out of your sleep.” 

It’s like the illustration J.D. uses sometimes– if you’re on the Titanic and there’s an 

iceberg coming, do you spend all your time rearranging the deck chairs? 

That’s what the church in the West wants to do.  They aren’t interested in hearing 

about the possibly of an iceberg, that’s too “negative” or “controversial” – they 

just want to drink cocktails on the deck and play shuffleboard. 

I’m going to start breaking down our passage in Romans by using some synonyms 

for “awake” to show what it means in the scriptures; and to hopefully show its 

contrast with what “asleep” means. 

Let’s revisit Daniel 12 for just a minute; 
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(Dan. 12:9-10) “And he [the angel] said, ‘Go your way, Daniel, for the words 

are shut up and sealed till the time of the end.  Many shall purify themselves 

and make themselves white and be tried, smelted, and refined, but the 

wicked shall do wickedly. And none of the wicked shall understand, but 

those who are wise shall understand.” 

We can equate “awake” with “wise” and “asleep” with “not understanding”. 

In the context of Daniel 12, these descriptive adjectives all refer to the time of the 

end – our generation. 

The wise are the ones who are awake and who understand, who know where we 

are in history.  Those who don’t understand (or care), are those who are asleep. 

If you talk to them about this what you usually get is “I know the Lord will return 

and I hope you’re right about that being soon; that would be awesome”.  That’s 

what “asleep” looks like. 

What “awake” looks like is, “The iceberg of the tribulation is only minutes away – 

our removal is even closer; what are you doing in light of that?” 

Which is why Paul added this in Romans 13;  

“Let us then drop (fling away) the works and deeds of darkness and put on 

the [full] armor of light. Let us live and conduct ourselves honorably and 

becomingly as in the [open light of] day, not in reveling (carousing) and 

drunkenness, not in immorality and debauchery (sensuality and 

licentiousness), not in quarreling and jealousy. But clothe yourself with the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for [indulging] the flesh] to [gratify 

its] desires.” 

And why Daniel added this; 

“Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be tried, 

smelted, and refined . . .” 

They are both saying the same thing.  It’s the time of the end, our final deliverance 

(the rapture) is at hand, what’s our focus in light of that reality? 
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If we’re asleep, it’s business as usual.  If we’re awake, a sense of urgency has 

kicked in and everything from self-purification to reaching the lost, to warning the 

Church is starting to consume us. 

That’s what people do who realize how close we are to the end of this age. 

I’ve read this passage before, but listen to it again in the context of what we’ve 

been saying, 

(1 Chron. 12:32) “. . . from Issachar, men who understood the times and 

knew what Israel should do.” 

Where there is understanding of the times, there is confident knowledge of what 

we’re supposed to do about it. 

Those who don’t see any real difference in what Christians are supposed to be 

doing now compared to what believers have been doing for 2000 years, are sound 

asleep. 

I’ll give a couple of examples of how that’s being worked out in my life, but keep in 

mind that it will be different, unique to every one of us, based on giftedness in 

relation to the Body of Christ and to some extent personality in relation to 

outreach.   

The main thing is that awareness, if it’s genuine, implies direction and action.  

There are practical implications to being awake that go beyond simply sitting at 

home - being awake. 

Knowing the prophetic implications of our generation is exciting, but acting on the 

implications of that knowledge is far from easy.   It least it’s far from easy for me. 

So, here’s my first example. 

Since my gift as a teacher is easy to define, I offered to do that when we moved 

back to Boise and the Lord opened the door to have a home fellowship and a Zoom 

study.   

But the important thing about this is that for anyone in a teaching mode, to be 

awake means to be teaching in a way that ensures that the instruction I give is not 

only helping people to grow spiritually, but is also emphasizing the evidence that 
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shows the connection between the prophetic sections of the Bible and the events 

happening in the world around us. 

As we’ve seen in other studies, deception is the primary danger all Christians face 

in this generation. And the only way a shepherd can protect his sheep is to make 

sure they are as aware as possible of the unique dangers around us. 

Now, (John 5: 19-22) “. . . the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He 

sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.  

For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does . 

. . He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent 

Him.” 

What’s the Father doing in 2021?  Do we know?  Are we seeing and doing those 

things we see the Father doing? 

(1 Jn. 2:6); “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as 

He walked.”  

Are believers in our country walking as Jesus walked in John 5, consistently doing 

what they see God doing? 

Are we warning people or are we like the pastors who don’t want to talk about 

anything controversial? 

Ok, back to the examples. 

What the Lord is doing with me related to the final ingathering of the gentiles is 

enabling me to develop relationships with unbelievers in unexpected situations.   

That has involved helping a manager at a restaurant in the early days of Covid do 

research on mask requirements for businesses in Boise (long story), but the 

outcome has been a willingness on the part of him and his family to read an 

evangelistic paper I wrote using current world events to show the accuracy of Bible 

prophecy.   

It’s a family-owned business and most of them don’t speak English (they’re from 

Viet Nam and the manager is one of 14 kids – most of his family are still in Viet 

Nam). 
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Since I’ve been teaching for decades, it’s easy for me to define teaching as 

something I know I’m supposed to do.  And even though evangelism is also clearly 

a responsibility we have, for me, it’s extremely difficult.   

I’m not just an introvert – I’m an extreme introvert and would be a full-on 

isolationist if it were up to me. 

So, I’m sure I’m not ‘hitting the streets’ to the extent I should be, like our brothers 

and sisters in other countries are, but I’m praying God will get me there.  And in 

the meantime, I’m just making sure I’m not doing nothing. 

I know there are people who look around at the signs God has given of His Son’s 

coming; they’ve done their research and are persuaded that they are awake to our 

time in history, but they just stay home enjoying their awakeness.   

Knowing our time through examination of the scriptures and comparing that with 

world conditions is definitely step one, that’s what Jesus said first century Israel 

should have been doing, but wasn’t doing. 

But being awake in a spiritual sense is being motivated by what we’ve learned into 

action, so we are doing what the Lord is doing in this generation.   

We want Him to be able to move through us to accomplish His purpose and 

agenda at this strategic time in history in opposition to the agenda of the spirit of 

Antichrist that is sweeping the world.   

It’s obedience to the specific guidance the Lord gives that shows whether we have 

truly learned what we say we’ve learned, and whether or not we believe it.   

Like James says, “faith without works is dead.”  We can claim anything, we can say 

we’re awake and that we believe the implications of that, but do our lives show 

that we really believe what we claim to believe?   

Our actions and our prayers are the real test of whether we believe; whether we 

are actually awake or just think we are. 

I can’t count the number of times people have said they believe the Lord’s return is 

near and then in the next breath start talking about five and ten year plans they 

have.   
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As I said earlier, I personally don’t want to be doing nothing when the Lord returns. 

The world is perishing; and the church is suffering.  There’s too much at stake for 

me to just sit on my hands.   

In Matt. 5:14-16, Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a 

hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a basket, 

but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so 

shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise and glorify 

your Father Who is in heaven.” 

We have free will, we can “put it under a basket” all we want. 

I’m not doing all I should be doing and hopefully will be doing (I know a lot of us 

feel that way) but the motivation is there; the prayers are constant, and I’m 

trusting the Lord will move me forward in all this. 

These comments by Sparks have been a motivator for me in all this; 

“Everybody who has eyes to see and ears to hear recognizes that the full, 

final manifestation of the Antichrist is very near.  The whole thing is being 

narrowed down, concentrated.  The final issue looms upon the horizon. 

Then, what does that say to me? What is the value of all this to me? I do not 

want just to be a student of prophecy, just to know what the Bible teaches 

about the Antichrist. No, what is the spiritual value to me, to you? Can we 

discern the development of the spirit of Antichrist, the intensification of this 

thing in God’s universe, the heading up of this thing to a climax?  And we are 

blind if we cannot see that today.” 

Awakeness brings responsibility and conflict. We’re literally on a wartime footing at 

this time in history. 

Now, (1 Thess. 5:6) “For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day; we 

do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not sleep as the 

others do.” 

The scriptures are saturated with warnings about ‘awake’ vs. ‘asleep’ and ‘walking 

in the light’ vs. ‘walking in darkness’. 
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You notice how, both in Romans 13 and 1 Thess. 5, Paul uses “the day” as a 

description of what we are to be aware of.  It’s similar to when the writer to the 

Hebrews says, “. . . as you see ‘the day’ approaching” (Heb. 10:25). 

I found this illustration in one of the Studylight commentaries online; 

“This is a beautiful figure. The dawn of day, the approaching light of the 

morning, is the time to arouse from slumber. In the darkness of night, 

people sleep. But now the morning light dawns.” 

Seven years of hell on earth is coming for the world, but the dawn of a new day – 

the final deliverance of the new creation, is coming for us. 

There is the urgency of reaching the world and waking the Church, but the blessed 

hope is ours alone – and its nearness is the ‘light of morning’ we see breaking 

around us.  

So, here we are, in this moment in time, making decisions every day on what we 

will do and what we will be.  Listen to this description of our passage from Gill’s 

Exposition of Romans; 

“This sleep is to be understood, not of the dead sleep of sin, in which 

unconverted persons are; but of the carnal security and drowsy frame of 

spirit which often attends the children of God, as with the foolish virgins; 

and lies in a backwardness to duty, and a slothfulness in the performance of 

it; in resting in the outward duties of religion; in lukewarmness about the 

(end time) cause of Christ; in a willingness to continue in such a sluggish 

frame: a weariness in spiritual exercises.  When it prevails and becomes 

general, it is of bad consequence to the churches of Christ; the spirit of 

discerning and care and diligence, are in a great measure lost, and so they 

are filled with hypocrites; Christ withdraws himself from them.” 

Whenever I read things like that and then look in the mirror, I’m well aware of the 

fact that I’m a million miles from where I’d like to be.   

I think most of us would admit that we’re totally unequipped in ourselves for what 

we’re up against. 

I want to share some things from Jeremiah that might be an encouragement for 

you – it is to me. 
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First, here’s his call from God; 

(Jer. 1:4-10) Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: ‘Before I formed 

you in the womb, I knew you; before you were born, I set you apart; 

And ordained you a prophet to the nations.’ Then said I: ‘Ah, Lord God! 

Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.’ But the Lord said to me: ‘Do not 

say, ‘I am a youth,’ for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 

and whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of their 

faces, for I am with you to deliver you,’ says the Lord. Then the Lord put 

forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me: ‘Behold, I 

have put My words in your mouth. See, I have this day set you over the 

nations and over the kingdoms, to root out and to pull down, to destroy and 

to throw down, to build and to plant.’” 

You would think that with a call from God like that, Jeremiah would have been one 

of the most influential prophets of his day, but listen to this description by author 

Jerry Vines; 

“Jeremiah is called the ‘weeping prophet’ because his life seemed to consist 

of one hardship after another and because of his tearful response to his 

prophecies.  Jeremiah’s messages of doom not well received.  He endured 

great persecution and repeated imprisonment for faithfully communicating 

God’s words to the people.  Jeremiah never married, and for all his forty 

years of preaching, he seems to have only had two converts (Baruch in 36:4-

8 and Ebed-Melech, an Ethiopian eunuch, in 38:7-13).  Jeremiah was 

rejected, lonely, and imprisoned, and he felt betrayed by God.  Yet he 

persevered, fulfilling God’s call on his life to preach even though no one 

would listen.” 

In the past when I studied the characteristics of the Old Testament remnant and 

the New Testament overcomers, it became clear that it’s not our weaknesses that 

are the real problem; it comes down to this:  Do we want what God wants, or don’t 

we? 

If we’re awake, alert and if our hearts are set on God’s purpose, then this time 

we’re in, however difficult it is, can be an incredible blessing and means of spiritual 

advance and fruit for us. 
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If we are focused on things other than what the Lord is doing at this time – in other 

words, if we don’t care enough to seek to understand the heart of God; we may 

have it easier, but we’re more likely to be ruled by fear and confusion than hope. 

The bottom line is, we’re either doing all we can to find out exactly what’s going on 

in this world, so we can give a spiritual interpretation to all that’s happening, or 

none of these things matter enough to us to learn whatever we can about them.  

What’s separates Philadelphia from Laodicea at the end is not based on our frailty 

(we’re all vessels of clay – we’re “youth”, just like Jeremiah). 

What distinguishes those who are awake from those who are asleep is the 

presence, or absence, of a determined pursuit of God’s mind for us at the end of 

this age. 

There was always going to be a generation of Christians who are “caught up” to 

meet Christ; and some in that generation will be awake and aware, they will know 

the time is near because God will have revealed it to them.   

God always reveals His plans to those who abide in Him; those who have an 

intimate relationship with God that allows for the addition of specific 

understanding and application of passages and events applied to their time, to 

their generation.   

As Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 5:4, there will be some who will not be taken by 

surprise at the conflict involved in the preparation of the Body of Christ for the 

rapture.   

Which leads to our last few verses in this chapter;  

“Let us then drop (fling away) the works and deeds of darkness and put on 

the [full] armor of light.  Let us live and conduct ourselves honorably and 

becomingly as in the [open light of] day, not in reveling (carousing) and 

drunkenness, not in immorality and debauchery (sensuality and 

licentiousness), not in quarreling and jealousy. But clothe yourself with the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for [indulging] the flesh, to [gratify 

its] desires (lusts).” 

You remember in Daniel 12 when he wrote that at the time of the end - 
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“Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and be tested, 

and refined. . . “ 

Daniel was referring to the last days of the tribulation, not the Church age.  But the 

principle is the same for both.  At the end of each dispensation in the Bible, there 

are those who continue to develop their spiritual and moral lives, and those who 

stay with the status quo of whatever they’ve been doing for most of their Christian 

lives – because the nearness of their face-to-face meeting with the Lord, and the 

basis of their accountability to Him, hasn’t registered with them. 

In addition to the Bema Seat of Christ, there are four primary reasons given 

throughout the Bible for why it’s vital that we take our calling seriously.  For sake 

of time, I’ll limit to one or two verses for each reason; 

First, as a testimony by life and words to those who are lost; who watch us 

to see if there is any evidence shown in our behavior as to whether salvation 

has any significant impact on the lifestyles of those saved. 

(Col. 4:5-6) “Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, 

making the most of the opportunity. Let your speech always be with 

grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you 

should respond to each person.” 

(Matt. 5:16) “Let your light so shine before men that they may see 

your moral excellence and your praiseworthy, noble, and good deeds 

and glorify your Father Who is in heaven.” 

Second; as an encouragement to believers, demonstrating to them that it’s 

possible to continue to “perfect holiness in the fear of the Lord” – that our 

struggle to enter more fully into the victory won for us in Christ is not in 

vain.   

(2 Cor. 7:1) “Therefore, since we have these promises, let us purify 

ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, 

perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord.” 

(Heb. 12:1) “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 

of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so 

closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” 
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Third, as a testimony to those who oppose Christ, revealing to them the 

fairness of their judgment. 

(Phil. 1:28) “Do not be terrified by your adversaries; (your confident 

boldness) is to them a proof of their condemnation, but to you of 

salvation, and that from God.” 

(1 Pet. 2:12) “Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so 

that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may 

because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the 

day of visitation.” 

And forth, educating the angels regarding the wisdom of God in forming the 

character of Christ in the members of His Church. 

(Eph. 3:10-11) “To the intent that now unto the principalities and 

powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the 

manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which he 

purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

I want to read a brief understatement by Dr. Constable on Romans 13:11; 

“It is important that we follow God's will carefully, because the final phase of 

our ‘salvation’ will take place very soon (i.e., our glorification). We must get 

ready to meet the Lord, after which we must give an account of our 

stewardship to Him.  It is possible for us to go through our lives as believers 

lethargic and insensible (in other words, spiritually asleep), but such a 

condition is not wise in view of what lies ahead of us.” 

The reason I said “understatement” is his last line, “such a condition is not wise in 

view of what lies ahead of us.” 

Like we saw in Daniel, at the end of this age there are the wise and the unwise.  

Our challenge as disciples of Christ to be characterized by wisdom, but part of our 

calling (like Jeremiah), is to warn those who are being unwise at a time that 

Kenneth Wuest called “a strategic season”. 

I realize that we’re living in the most “don’t rock the boat” generation in our 

nation’s history, when everyone is offended by everything, and that definitely 
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makes what the Lord is asking of us more difficult than it might have been 20 years 

ago. 

But our calling is not conditioned on how easy it will be, but on how faithfully we 

carry it out. 

I mentioned our ‘stewardship’ earlier, listen to how Paul explains this in 1 Cor. 4:2; 

“So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God. Now it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” 

Which is probably why the writer of Hebrews made it clear that, more than ever, 

“as you see the day approaching”, encourage one another.   

We’ll need to provide as much encouragement and support to each other as we 

can give, because there are going to be a large number of worn out, rejected and 

discouraged disciples the closer we get to the final hours of this age. 

I’m going to close up, but I want to touch on 2 Peter 3 and show some implications 

of the ‘scoffer generation’ – since that’s a growing phenomenon. 

This is from one of Doug’s favorite authors, D. Edmond Hiebert; 

“These mockers are ‘walking after their own desires’, and as Lenski 

observes; ‘The connection is obvious.  Who could let himself go (morally or 

spiritually) if he believed that the Lord is ready to return to judge at any 

time?  The climax of the heresies mentioned in 2 Pet. 2:1 is the denial of (the 

certainty) of Christ’s Parousia . . . All laxity must have, and always has, the 

necessary false doctrinal support.’. . . Peter turns to deal with the bogus 

problem pressed by the mockers and to expose their absurd and illogical 

claim.  He points out that their self-willed (interpretation) of the past is false 

and that they are likewise wrong in rejecting the truth concerning Christ’s 

anticipated return.”   

Peter then turns to those who are reading his letter and writes this in 2 Pet. 3:11-

14; 

“. . . what kind of person ought [each of] you to be in consecrated and holy 

behavior and devout and godly qualities, while you wait and earnestly long 

for (expect and hasten) the coming of the day of God by reason of which the 
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flaming heavens will be dissolved, and the [material] elements [of the 

universe] will flare and melt with fire? But we look for new heavens and a 

new earth according to His promise, in which righteousness is to abide. So, 

beloved, since you are expecting these things, be eager to be found by Him 

[at His coming] without spot or blemish and at peace [in confidence, free 

from fears and agitating passions and moral conflicts].” 

The entire Bible makes it clear that there is direct link between what we believe 

and what we do. 

If our pastors, our churches, or our own personal studies (the people we read and 

listen to) don’t present the unique meaning and urgency of this generation to us; 

we won’t act with any sense of urgency ourselves. 

If we’re awake and desiring to be a part of God’s overcoming remnant at the end 

of this age, then we will act accordingly. 

As we saw when we began our study; 

(Rom. 13:11) “You know what a critical hour this is, how it is time now for 

you to wake up out of your sleep (rouse to reality). For salvation (final 

deliverance) is nearer to us now than when we first believed.” 

  

 

 

 

 


