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2,9,23 Heb. 4, Soul versus Spirit in the Service of God 

This is a very pivotal chapter, so I’m going to start with an intro to Hebrews I found 

online that will give us a solid foundation for chapter 4.  It’s an extended quote, so 

bear with me; 

It is very important that we should recognize what lies behind this letter in 

the mind of the Spirit, for it has an abiding message, and it is as much for the 

Lord's people today as it has ever been, and it is calculated to revolutionize 

everything for those who recognize its spiritual meaning and are made alive 

to that. Surely few portions of the Word of God are more calculated to do 

this than the letter to the Hebrews, so it is important for us to see that this 

letter was addressed to a people who, for a considerable period of their 

history, had held the position of a people whom God had taken out of the 

world unto Himself. God's taking of Israel out of Egypt was typically His 

taking of a people out of the world, and it was so that they might be 

separated unto Himself. He made that very clear, and later, through Moses 

in the book of Deuteronomy, he interrogated them: "Was it ever known", he 

said, "that God took a people out from the nations for Himself?" (A.R.V.) This 

was something unique, something peculiar, something which stood in an 

isolated place in the history of God's dealings with men. Israel had been 

detached, cut off from the many of the peoples of the earth, that they might 

be distinctive and separated unto God. 

This letter to the Hebrews, in the first place, is the spiritual interpretation of 

that history. That history was a type. The antitype, or the spiritual 

explanation, relates to the church, to us. John 17 makes that quite clear: 

"They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world"; "Whom Thou 

hast given Me out from the world". We know that the Epistles so strongly 

and continuously strike that note. "Risen with Christ..."; "Seated together 

with Christ in the heavenlies..." "Being risen together with Christ, seek those 

things which are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God. Set 

your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the 

earth". And so, we could pile up the Scriptures which bear out the fact that 

Israel's history was a type, and that spiritual thing typified is the church's 

unique position: while among the nations, absolutely separate from the 
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nations; while in the midst of the peoples of this world, yet with no 

connection whatever to this world. 

So, this letter was an explanation to these Hebrew believers of their history. 

Thus, the church is the thing itself of which Israel in the wilderness was the 

pattern. All that is in this letter is found in the church spiritually. All that it 

means to be seated together in Christ in the heavenlies is typified by 

patterns in Israel's history. The Church is the reality of which Israel was but 

the pattern. The things which happened to Israel, the things which took 

place in their lives, were for our instruction, "upon whom the ends of the 

ages are come". That takes you right to the beginning of the Hebrew letter: 

"...has at the end of these times spoken unto us in a Son". So that all that 

took place before was but an earthly and passing representation of 

something which was abiding and heavenly in its essence, and the letter to 

the Hebrews takes in hand to give us the essence, and the Church is the 

essence of these things. 

So then, these were the patterns of which we have the realities, or, if you 

like, of which we are the realities. The letter is written to seek to bring them 

to intelligence about the realities. 

Now, in chapter 4, the author continues to expound on the issue of “rest” but now 

he adds something that shows the bottom-line reason most of the Hebrews in his 

century, and most believers in ours, won’t understand or commit fully to God’s 

purpose for us; they are unable to clearly distinguish soul from spirit to be able to 

understand and embrace the will of God. 

But before we move into the chapter, I want share something the Lord led me to 

look at recently. 

It started with simply reminding me of Rom. 12:1. Since I genuinely feel the Lord 

gave me this verse in response to my prayers, I went into study mode over what it 

means and implies.  The reason I’m sharing it now is because this verse shows 

what absolutely must take place before anything we are studying in Hebrews 

about entering God’s rest and glorifying Him in our lives will happen. 

First, here’s that verse in the amplified translation; 
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(Rom. 12:1) I appeal to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of 

[all] the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies 

[presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy 

(devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable 

(rational, intelligent) spiritual service of worship.  

Since I was searching for a better understanding of this from authors I respect, I’ll 

be quoting three author’s input; 

J Vernon McGee ; "I beg of you" is the language of grace, not law. There is 

no thunder here from Mount Sinai. Moses commanded; Paul exhorts. Could 

Paul have commanded? Well, he told Philemon that he could have given him 

a command, but he didn't. Paul doesn't command; he says, "I beg of you." 

John Phillips; "The challenge has to do with the believer's body, which Paul 

now reveals to be the ultimate key to the practice of the victorious Christian 

life. It is of little avail to know theoretically the truths of Romans 6-8 if the 

body is not surrendered so that the life of Christ can be expressed in the 

everyday affairs of life...God does not compel and coerce the believer into 

presenting his body. He does not corral him and bridle him like a horse and 

force him to obey. He beseeches him. He wants an unbridled sacrifice. He 

makes it clear that to present the body to God is, for the believer, the proper 

thing to do.” 

Charles Simeon; “The end of all true religion is, to bring men to God. From 

Him they have fallen, and to Him must they be restored. Whatever 

instructions have not this object in view, are of small value.” 

Then I brought in Rom. 6:19; “Do you not know that when you present yourselves 

to someone [as] slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey.’ 

“Present” (paristemi) means to place at someone’s disposal.   

Claude Stauffer; “A living sacrifice is dead to self, dead to my desires, my 

agenda. I am alive, but I am dead to myself and alive to God.” 

So, since this presenting is called a “spiritual service of worship”.  This is true 

worship from God’s point of view.   
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Ray Stedman; “Worship is really nothing more or less than being what you 

were made to be – a living sacrifice to God.” 

J. Oswald Sanders was once asked if he had to boil it all down, what are the 

basic ingredients required for the individual who wants to become all God 

wants him to become? To which he answered: "I think the basic thing is an 

unreserved handing of oneself over to the Lord. Wherever there are 

reservations there is going to be immaturity. But once one has made that 

initial handing over—as in Ro. 12:1, it is to be a decisive act, the initial act—

from that initial act there will flow certain results. But until that act of 

passing over oneself to the lordship of Christ is done, there will be no 

spiritual growth worth speaking about. 

And this was my conclusion:  Once we present ourselves to God as a living 

sacrifice, we are saying that we belong to Him, not to us.  Our Master has the right 

to do with us as He sees fit.   

The test then becomes, “Do we believe that in all He does, He is working for our 

benefit?”  At that point, it’s helpful to look at the cross and realize that the same 

One who died for us when we were His enemies is the One who now shapes and 

prepares us for our eternal vocation.  Of course He’s working for our benefit. 

Once that decision is made and we are serious about it, it will be reflected in our 

response to the details of life; especially those that we have no understanding of 

why it happened, or is happening.  It’s the “walk by faith, not by sight” principle 

lived out in extremely difficult circumstances under a silent heaven – as when 

Jacob was convinced Joseph was killed and didn’t find out till years later that he 

was alive. 

We say we want to glorify God, so He puts us in a situation (could be something 

like an event or a long-term thing) and the only way the Lord can be glorified is if 

we trust Him without a clue as to the why of it all; just like Job – no explanation, 

just suffering coupled with silence.  But I doubt we can even imagine the incredible 

honor Job will have in heaven for eternity versus those of us to require an 

explanation before we will trust. 

You probably remember when we talked about the idea of “coming of age” in a 

family – when a child is considered old enough to take on adult responsibility 
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(because the father can trust him to honor the family).  God is working toward that 

with all of us – are we becoming spiritual adults?  Can He entrust increasingly 

difficult circumstances and tasks to us?   

We can’t expect to move into our Canaan (as Joshua did his) if we are still 

vacillating on whether or not our surrender to the Lord is a good idea.  We have to 

make up our mind about this first, before anything we’re studying in Hebrews will 

be ours in experience. 

I’m going to begin by reading vs. 1-5 in the Phillip’s translation; 

Now since the same promise of rest is offered to us today, let us be 

continually on our guard that none of us even looks like failing to attain it. 

For we too have had good news preached to us, as those men had. Yet the 

message proclaimed to them did them no good, because they only heard 

and did not believe as well. It is only as a result of our faith and trust that we 

experience that rest. For he said: 'So I swore in my wrath, they shall not 

enter my rest'; not because this rest was not prepared - it had been ready 

since the work of creation was completed, as he says elsewhere in the 

scriptures, speaking of the seventh day of creation, 'And God rested on the 

seventh day from all his works’; and again, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’ 

Weirsbe defines the rest like this; “The Canaan rest for Israel is a picture of the 

spiritual rest we find in Christ when we surrender to Him.” 

This is another reason I wanted to share what I learned about Rom. 12:1. This 

surrender is foundational to entering into God’s rest.  When we have lost our lives 

in Christ and are trusting Him with what we have given Him, we can rest in the 

sense of knowing that He has willingly taken over the responsibilities of our lives 

and this burden is off our shoulders – we rest; He works.  As we saw in Phil. 2:13; 

“It is God who works in you to will and to act on behalf of His purpose.”  This 

presupposes that our surrender or presentation of ourselves to Him has occurred 

and was genuine. 

Heb. 3:19 told us that Israel didn’t enter in because of unbelief.  What didn’t they 

believe? – Two things; 

1) That the Lord was on their side in all this (which leaving Egypt through His 

miracles and surviving the Wilderness should have told them) 
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2) That taking them into Canaan would be a good thing rather than God’s 

opportunity to kill them and their children;  

(Deut. 1:21-26) The Lord your God has set the land before you; go up 

and possess it, as the Lord God of your fathers has spoken to you; do 

not fear or be discouraged.’ And every one of you came near to me 

and said, ‘Let us send men before us, and let them search out the land 

for us, and bring back word to us of the way by which we should go 

up, and of the cities into which we shall come.’ The plan pleased me 

well; so I took twelve of your men, one man from each tribe. And they 

departed and went up into the mountains, and came to the Valley of 

Eshcol, and spied it out. They also took some of the fruit of the land in 

their hands and brought it down to us; and they brought back word to 

us, saying, ‘It is a good land which the Lord our God is giving us.’ 

Nevertheless, you would not go up, but rebelled against the command 

of the Lord your God; and you complained in your tents, and said, 

‘Because the Lord hates us, He has brought us out of the land of Egypt 

to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us . . .  

There’s a pattern in all this.  After the initial surrender to God’s purpose, the 

challenge to our entering the rest is the challenge of believing that what the Lord is 

asking of us is a good thing – which ultimately reveals our view of God Himself; can 

we trust Him, does He really love us? 

Israel simply didn’t trust Him. 

The author reaffirms this in vs’s 6-11 (again from the Phillips translation); 

And in the passage above he refers to “my rest” as something already in 

existence. It is clear that some were intended to experience this rest, and 

since the previous hearers of the message failed to attain to it because they 

would not believe God, he proclaims a further opportunity when he says 

through David, many years later, “today”, just as he had said “today” before. 

‘Today, if you will hear his voice, do not harden your hearts’. 

For if Joshua had given them the rest, we should not find God saying, at a 

much later date, “today”. There still exists, therefore, a full and complete 

rest for the people of God. And he who experiences this rest is resting from 
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his own work as fully as God did from his. Let us then be eager to know this 

rest for ourselves, and let us beware that no one misses it through falling 

into the same kind of unbelief as those we have mentioned. 

Let’s start on this with an explanation of this sentence: “. . . he who experiences 

this rest is resting from his own work as fully as God did from his.” 

Here’s Sparks take on this verse; 

Christ is God's Sabbath. Christ is our Sabbath. When we enter by faith into 

Christ's righteousness, we enter into God's rest. It is a tremendous power.... 

The Lord says, in quite simple language, "If only you will trust Me, and trust 

My provision, and stop worrying, stop fretting, stop being anxious; if you will 

but believe Me. Now you are on the ground of Christ, the ground which I 

have provided; if only you will trust Me, if only you will rest in Me to bring 

you through, you will be saved from so much of this fret and anxiety!" Worry 

is a destroying thing. At the back of a lot that we suffer in body, and in mind, 

there is so often a secret, hidden restlessness, something deep down in our 

subconscious being of an anxiety, something that is not rest. 

We know that our Lord, in Matt. 11, called the lives of the first century Israelites 

under the dominion of the Pharisees a religious burden and offered a rest from 

that burden.  And this applies in every generation when God’s people are weighed 

down with religious obligation rather than free to serve God in relationship rather 

than religion. 

One of the comparisons or synonyms in the Bible for rest would be freedom, 

because where there’s inward freedom from the condemnation the Law brings, 

there’s also inward rest; (Matt. 11:28) “Come unto Me and you shall find rest for 

your souls” and (John 8:36) “If the Son sets you free, you shall be free indeed.” 

Here’s a great explanation of that freedom; 

Free from what? Well, if we turn to the Lord, and are occupied with Him, the 

Holy Spirit sets us free. You may be struggling, striving, fighting, wrestling, 

praying, pleading, longing, yearning, asking the Lord to set you free from 

condemnation, free from fear, from those paralyzing bonds in which Israel 

was when the glory appeared. Do you want to be free from fear, from dread, 

from terror, from condemnation? What are you doing to get free? There is 
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one simple, direct way, namely, to be occupied with the Lord, to turn to the 

Lord. Get Christ as God's satisfaction in your view, and cease trying to satisfy 

God yourself. Faith in Christ is all God's requirement. How deeply true were 

His words, "Apart from Me ye can do nothing." "Abide in Me. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit of itself except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except 

ye abide in Me." That is only figurative language, which means be occupied 

with Him, set your mind on Him, dwell in Him, rest in Him, abide in Him; or, 

as Paul would say, "Gaze on Him, behold Him," let Him be the object of your 

occupation, and the Spirit will make you free. 

Again, the issue has always been relationship, not legalism.   

The illustration God gives of “working for six days and then resting on the seventh” 

shows that all the work has been done.  There is nothing we need to do to gain 

God’s acceptance, to attain to an approved righteousness, or to impress heaven or 

others.  We are living in the dispensation of the seventh day – the day of basking in 

a fully completed redemption and salvation. 

Here’s another approach to this by Sparks that I believe will be helpful; 

When the spiritual stands to confront the merely formal, traditional, 

nominal and "natural," then there is going to be trouble. This is not now 

merely the reaction from the world: it is the reaction from religion. I would 

go further, and say it may be the reaction from Christianity. There is a very 

great difference between formal, traditional, nominal, natural Christianity, 

on the one side, and spiritual Christianity, on the other; a great deal of 

difference. So much so, that this also becomes a battlefield – the battlefield 

of a lot of trouble. 

Leave formalism alone, and everything will go on quite quietly. Leave 

traditionalism alone – that is, the current set order of things; that framework 

of things as it has been constituted and set up and established by man; that 

Christianity which is the fixed, accepted system of things – and you will 

escape a great deal of trouble. But seek to bring in a truly spiritual order of 

things, and trouble arises at once. And YOU are the trouble maker! The truth 

is that the trouble lies in the existing condition, the situation, the state; but it 

is only brought out by your action. And so spiritual men and women, and 

spiritual ministry, are called "trouble makers," because the two things 



9 
 

cannot go on together. That is where Israel was and why Hebrews was 

written. They had the traditions, they had the oracles, they had the 

ordinances, they had the testimonies; they had the forms, they had the 

system – they had it all; but, in the days of the prophets, there was this vast 

gap between the "externals" and "internals" of life in relation with God. The 

spiritual reality is not found in the formal. You may have it all – but then 

bring in the truly spiritual meaning of things, and trouble begins in that very 

realm. It is the trouble which arises when what is external comes into 

conflict with something which is truly spiritual. 

All of this has led us to the one segment of Hebrews that the rest of the letter 

pivots off from.  In other words, these next verses get to the heart of the Hebrew’s 

problem and, consequently, to the heart of the apostasy of the final generation of 

the Church in our time. 

(Heb. 4:12-13) For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than 

any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of 

joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 

heart. And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are laid 

bare and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 

One way or another, the word of God will expose us.  If we respond in humble 

teachability, we move forward.  If we vibrate and react, we will eventually walk 

away to what we consider a safe place (just as the Hebrews had done).  But as vs. 

13 says, “all things are laid bare and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must 

give account.”  We’ll give account for our decision. 

Since we’ve spent time in the past on the issue of soul and spirit, I won’t spend a 

lot of time here, but we definitely need to briefly look at this in the context of 

Hebrews. 

According to our passage in Heb. 4, there is a division between soul (our mind and 

emotions) and spirit (the faculty of receiving truth from the Holy Spirit).  The spirit 

is meant to rule and communicate God’s truth to our soul.  In contemporary 

Christianity, the soul rules and spiritual truth is minimal at best.  It was true then 

and it’s true now. 
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So, our spirit is the organ within us that is in direct communication with the Holy 

Spirit.  As unbelievers our spirit is dead, but when we are reborn, the spirit is 

brought to life and joined to God so that we can receive communication from Him 

and live in fellowship with Him. 

An author named Vincent gives this definition of soul; 

The soul (psuche) is the seat within us of personal impressions. It is in 

contact with both the material and the spiritual element of humanity, and is 

thus the mediating organ between body and spirit. Its meaning, therefore, 

comes from its relation to either the emotional or the spiritual side of life, 

and from the fact of its being the seat of the feelings, desires, affections, and 

intellect. 

The soul can receive information from the five senses, but it can also receive 

information from the Holy Spirit through the human spirit.  The ideal, in terms of 

spiritual life in Christ, is that the soul draws all truth and reality from our spirit 

which is in communion with the Lord; which is why Paul told the Ephesians in Eph. 

5:18 to always be “filled with the Spirit” – the word “filled” means “controlled by”. 

I’ll share something that looks at Church history in this context.  What this author 

says and the way he puts it is vital for us to understand; 

In continuing to read books on Church history, it becomes obvious that that 

which has always divided Christians into those who have compromised in 

some way and stagnated, and become simply a part of the expanding 

religion of Christianity vs. those who have gone on with the Lord and 

glorified Him in their generation, has always been the issue of soul vs. spirit.   

Even though the defense unto death of sound doctrine and the right for all 

believers to have access to the scriptures have definitely been a testing 

ground of true discipleship, I’ve also noticed that a person can have a firm 

grasp intellectually of the truth and not see what the life application is in a 

spiritual way (like the church at Ephesus in Rev. 2).   The soul (mind, emotion 

and will) can know and accept sound doctrine, but it’s only the spirit that 

can bring what’s learned into that which transforms the life from within.  

The inside of the cup (the core of who we are) is the place of true spiritual 

growth and life.  If that’s there, the outside of the cup will take care of itself.  

Knowing the truth and applying it externally only affects the outside of the 
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cup and makes people more religious.  Having the word of God pierce the 

spirit makes people more like Christ.   

Jesus said that Sardis had a reputation for being spiritually alive based on 

that which was observable in their church.  They were active, tireless, 

committed and the outside of the cup looked impressive both to them and 

to the community that surrounded them.  But Jesus said that they were 

dead.  They saw with the soul, not with the spirit. 

Those that worship God must worship in spirit and truth.  Soul worship alone 

is unacceptable.  Our relationship with God and our communication with 

Him is meant to be Spirit to spirit.  Where that is lacking, we must rely on 

our soul which can’t bring us into the kind of relationship we were intended 

to have.  Spirit to spirit communication only happens when the soul is in 

subjection to the human spirit.  The soul life is what Jesus was referring to 

when He stated that the terms of discipleship was to die daily.  We are to die 

to our self-life (in the Greek it’s literally to our ‘soul-life’).  Where that death 

is not operating, there is no spiritual life regardless of how impressive the 

outward evidences of Christianity may be.  It’s “he that loses his soul-life 

finds spiritual life”. That’s why this was such a major theme of the Corinthian 

and Hebrews letters because for the Corinthians nearly everything was soul-

based and for the Hebrews moving to maturity and securing their 

inheritance in Christ was fully dependent on separating soul from spirit in 

their relationship with the Lord.  The soul is a responder, it’s not designed by 

creation to be in charge. 

And this is Watchman Nee’s response to John 4:23, which says; 

The time is coming, yes, and has already come, when true worshippers will 

worship in spirit and in truth. Indeed, the Father looks for men who will 

worship Him in that way. 

Here’s what Nee wrote; 

Jesus said to the woman, "the hour comes, and now is." Then He dismissed 

the whole system that had existed up to that time. It was the whole system 

of Judaism according to the Old Testament. In one sentence, He dismissed 
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the whole dispensation. And He introduced an altogether new order of 

things. 

What did He mean? Because when He said the hour comes, and now is, He 

did not mean literally just an hour and so many minutes. He meant that it 

was the first hour of the new day. With this hour an altogether new day has 

come. What is the new day? If you would have asked Jesus to put it into a 

short sentence, He would have said, "Well, I am here." The hour is not just a 

matter of time but a matter of PERSON. The new dispensation is the 

dispensation of Jesus Christ. Christ is the new dispensation. "I am here," He 

said. You go through that Gospel of John. He is centering everything in 

Himself. "I am the Way; I am the Truth; I am the Life; I am the Shepherd; I 

am the Vine; I am the Resurrection." It is a Person. It is that which lies 

behind everything. Christianity is Christ. Christ is Christianity. That is where it 

all begins and it never departs from HIM. The development of the Christian 

life is only the development of Jesus Christ in the life. 

Something I’ve noticed as I’ve watched this in action over the last 50 years is that 

when someone like Nee, Sparks, Fromke or Ian Thomas presents spiritual truth to 

Christians, the same thing happens now as happened in the first century when 

Jesus and the apostles did this – the group splits into two factions.   

One group recognizes what they usually say is an inward confirmation that what 

they’ve heard is true.  These are those with ears to hear.  The other faction gets 

either bored or angry, and often critical of those who were instructing them.   

Understanding the difference between soul and spirit is the goal of the verses we 

are in, so we have to see both the first century and the 21st century implications.  I 

know I’m preaching to the choir on this, but I need to make sure I’ve done what I 

can to clarify these verses because of their importance to understanding the letter 

to the Hebrews.  Here’s one author’s take on the 21st. century implications of Heb. 

4; 

Christianity is largely constituted by an aesthetic sense – its architecture, its 

music, its adornment, its lighting (or lack of it), its tone, its atmosphere, and 

so forth. All are of the soul.  Spiritual death marks that realm, and while 

there may be intense emotions which make for high thoughts and tears, 

there is no genuine change in the nature of those concerned, and repeated 
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doses of this must be taken to maintain any measure of soul-self-satisfaction 

which makes them feel good. All religions have this soulish feature in 

common but that thing never rises above the human level; it never really 

reaches God. Religion can be the greatest enemy of God's true thought, 

because it is Satan's best deception.  

How near to the truth in perception and interpretation can the soul go! 

What wonderful things can the imagination see, even in the Bible! What 

thrills of awe, amazement, ecstasy, can be shot through an audience or 

congregation by a master soul-based speaker or pastor! But it may all be a 

false world with no Divine and eternal issues. It may all go to make up this 

life here, and relieve it of its drabness and trials, but it ends there. The music 

is progressing and the romantic elements are in evidence, and human 

personalities are parading, see how pride and rivalry assert themselves.  It is 

an artificial world.... The tragedy in this melodrama is that it is "real life" to 

so many. This soul-world is the devil's imitation. It is all false, wherever we 

may find it, whether associated with religion or not.... "The Christian Faith" 

as it stands now may carry the temporary stimulus of a great ideal; but this 

will not result in the transformation of the life. There are multitudes of such 

Christians in the world today, but their spiritual effectiveness is almost non-

existent. 

F.F. Bruce says; 

. . . what is meant in Heb. 4:12 is that “the word of God probes the inmost 

recesses of our being and brings the subconscious motives to light . . . God’s 

Word can discriminate between man’s thoughts and intents and those of 

the Lord within his spirit. 

We’ll need to wrap up – fortunately, the author to Hebrews closes this chapter 

with encouragement.  He’s been very convicting and challenging with his audience, 

but he realizes that even the most stubborn believer is still very much an object of 

intense, divine love.  So, here’s what he writes in vs’s 14-16; 

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not 

have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in 

all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
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to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 

time of need. 

We need to know that in spite of our own weaknesses, doubts and confusion, we 

can come “boldly” to a throne of “grace” to obtain mercy and find help. 

And this is possible because of our High Priest Who knows exactly what we are 

experiencing because He has experienced the same things in His ostracism and 

rejection by His people. 

We are taking our loneliness and pain to someone who has known both, and is 

more than willing to carry us through the trials that come from being loyal to Him. 

I’ll share one final, brief quote about the hiddenness of the true church.  No matter 

what the world or popular Christianity thinks of us, if we humble ourselves before 

the Lord, He will bring us into the intimacy with Himself that we all desire; 

It is a tremendous thing to live in this dispensation when the Lord, though 

having acquired the rights of the universe, of the whole creation, by His 

Cross, is specifically concentrated upon the treasure now. "The kingdom of 

heaven is like unto a treasure hidden in the field; which a man found, and 

hid...." The Lord is doing a secret work in relation to the Church. It is always a 

dangerous thing to bring what we conceive to be the Church out into a 

conspicuous place, and make a public thing of it.  

The real Church is a secret, hidden company, and a hidden and secret work 

is going on in it. That is its safety. When you and I launch out into great 

public movements, displaying and advertising, we expose the work of God, 

and open it to infinite perils. Our safety is in keeping where God has put us, 

in the hidden, secret place with Himself.  For as Paul wrote in Col. 3:3, “Your 

true life is hidden with Christ in God.” 


