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3,16,23 Heb. 9, The Greater Sacrifice  

In Heb. 9:8 & 11 the author discloses something that should have gotten his 

readers attention because Christ had prophesied the destruction of the temple; 

and assuming they remembered that, they are now being told why; 

The Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet 

made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing. But Christ came 

as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect 

tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 

So, what exactly are the implications of the “first tabernacle” no longer standing?  

What was the author hoping his Jewish Christian readers would take from that; 

and is there any application of this for us Gentiles?   

Most of the commentaries didn’t really touch on that, at least not clearly, but one 

did, so I’m going to share what he wrote; 

Fellowship with God must be of the kind that whether we can go to Sunday 

services or not, we still have the Lord; whether we have great music or not, 

we still have the Lord. Jesus said, "Neither in this mountain nor yet at 

Jerusalem...." Bricks and mortar cannot communicate with spirit. Man's soul 

can communicate with God only through the vehicle of his spirit in union 

with God. That is what Calvary has done. You can understand now, of 

course, why the message of the Cross is unacceptable to so many... Satan 

has taken hold of the Divine representation, or typological system, to 

convince us to appropriate it, in order to obscure the real nature of 

fellowship with God.  But God has done away with it. 

The types, shadows and rituals of the tabernacle are like picture books, with 

illustrations, and symbols, and are for children; they are taken away at a 

certain time because God desires to have, not children, but mature sons; 

and there is all the difference between the two. And so, Calvary dismisses 

the elementary school of external things in relation to God and brings in the 

fullness of heavenly order so as to make of us full-grown sons of God. 

The last phrase (in vs. 11) “not of this creation” shows us, again, that all that is of 

the Spirit is related to a certain type of creation (a humanity) that did not exist until 

Pentecost when, through the new birth, an entirely new species of humanity was 

begun, which would live in relationship with God on completely different principles 

that those which governed the old creation.   
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Most of those who are part of this new humanity don’t understand that – they 

know we aren’t supposed to bring the rule of the Mosaic Law into the Age of 

Grace, but they still operate by the same principle of Law-governance the Old 

Testament commanded; but now they use Christian terminology to describe the 

new type of law we are under.  But we aren’t under any type of law now, neither 

old covenant Law nor millennial kingdom Law. 

There are some serious, spiritual implications of this for us is all of this, which we’ll 

look now, and which will necessitate pulling in specific comparisons between the 

old and new covenants in other parts of the New Testament. 

To begin this, I’m going to start with some comments by Sparks on Gal. 3:25 which 

says; 

The law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by 

faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the 

law.  

Here’s what he wrote; 

Revelation will bring to us the fact that things have been tentative, 

provisional.... As Paul puts it: "a schoolmaster," to bring us to Christ, to lead 

us to Christ. The test for Saul of Tarsus is to whether he will adjust to the 

light of the fact that, while he has been right, up to a point, that was only 

intended to lead him to something else. The Lord, in His sovereignty, allows 

us to come into something which is only tentative, but not in His final and 

full thought. That should lead us to a certain point, and at that given point 

something else is coming in. At that point a revelation will be given us which 

will make us say, "Well, that has served its purpose, but it has come to an 

end now, unto greater fullness." Paul was prepared to leave that and come 

on into the fullness and adjust to the fuller revelation. 

In all these connections you see that it is a matter of obedience to the 

heavenly vision, because this obedience to the heavenly vision is marked by 

cost. There is a price attached. In every case mentioned we see there was a 

cost. It meant that a price had to be paid, or, in other words, it meant that 

difficulties had to be faced. There would be a great deal of 

misunderstanding, a great deal of having to go on alone. Others who had not 

seen would not be able to follow on. There would be loneliness, 

misunderstanding, and in many other ways difficulties would arise in relation 

to obedience to the heavenly vision. 
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The enemy wants to put us back under the Old Covenant of Law, but he knows he 

can’t do that by turning us into Old Testament, Jewish Temple worshippers – so, 

instead, he brings the external governing principles of Law or legalism into the 

church through Christian terminology and ritual, and by so doing, he puts a veil 

over our eyes and blinds us to what Sparks called “the heavenly vision”. 

I was doing some very personal soul-searching on something around the time I was 

working on this study.  I wanted to try to understand the foundation of Paul’s life in 

Christ.   

Interestingly, there was one verse that stood out to me about this.  It’s only one 

verse, but this was one of those times that a verse hit home and launched a search 

for answers.  We’ll still be in context with the theme of Hebrews, but I’m hoping 

this will help this transition from one humanity to another make more sense to us 

practically speaking. 

The verse is Acts 9:6, which says, “Lord, what do You want me to do?”  Here’s the 

context (Acts 9:3-6) 

As (Paul) journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone 

around him from heaven. Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice 

saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  And he said, “Who 

are You, Lord?”  Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 

It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”  So he, trembling and 

astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” 

The next verse that came to mind was in Heb. 10:9 where Jesus addresses His 

Father and says, “Behold, I have come to do Thy will.”  As you know, there are a 

large number of passages, especially in the Gospel of John, where Jesus makes 

similar statements about what motivated every decision He made in the days of 

His flesh. 

A new believer’s desire to know and do the will of God initiates the life of 

discipleship.  But most new Christians know nothing about covenants or Law or 

Grace or a heavenly calling. 

The newly born-again child’s will to obedience is the foundation of the Christian 

life; and regardless of how poorly or well we build on this foundation, there should 

at least be an understanding of what is being asked of us; especially if the Lord 

comes back soon and we desire to be in the center of His will for us.  What, 
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specifically, does the Lord want us to be doing, or at least pursuing, in this 

generation? 

The danger, of course, in trying to answer this question is to have our obedience 

fall under the umbrella of legalism.  We want to be free from the Mosaic Law, but 

we also want to not be entangled with Christian Law.   

Legalism is more dangerous that we might think, because even though it 

emphasizes obedience, it doesn’t lead to the obedience of the Spirit of Life in 

Christ Jesus.  Ok, let’s try to clear that up. 

We looked at this passage briefly last week, but I want to revisit part of it and take 

a different approach. 

(2 Cor. 3:14-15) But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same 

veil remains over their heart in the reading of the (Law), because the veil is 

taken away in Christ. But even to this day, when (the Law) is read, a veil lies 

on their heart. 

To not know the difference between obedience under the principle of Law and 

obedience in the Spirit is to be blinded; and not only that, it’s to completely 

sabotage growing in Grace and being conformed to the image of Christ.   

(2 Cor. 3:16-18) Nevertheless when (the heart) turns to the Lord, the veil is 

taken away. . . But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 

glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 

glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

This doesn’t make us “lawless”; it shifts everything from the external to the 

internal.  Paul made that clear in 1 Cor. 9:21; “(I am) not without law toward God, 

but rather under law toward Christ.”   

There is a vast difference between being under the Law of Moses versus sharing 

the yoke of Christ.  It’s not tablets of stone that direct our lives, it a relationship 

with a Person Who will both enable our obedience and forgive our disobedience. 

Under the Law, God gave His people stone tablets and told them to obey what was 

written.  But under the New Covenant, God goes to work on our hearts, and 

engraves His righteousness into us, in our nature, in our conscience, in the deepest 

motivations of our soul.  

So even though we can’t measure our spiritual growth by external compliance to 

commandments; it’s also true that in many cases, to avoid God’s commandments 
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in order to avoid becoming legalistic, many Christians have jettisoned the 

directives of God whenever those instructions seem difficult or unnecessary. 

We have to hold on to the realization that spiritual growth, though it may be 

affected by disobedience, primarily involves the heart; it’s an issue of committing 

to a personal pursuit of God Himself, to understand Him, to seek to be led by Him 

and to trust Him even in the most difficult circumstances of life knowing that these 

trials are being used by Him to advance us spiritually.  

That said, there is no doubt that the biggest issue facing the contemporary church 

is not overmuch obedience. 

As I said earlier, my goal in this was to try to identify the foundational marching 

orders of all who come to Christ, and then to place them under the supervision, 

not of Law, but Grace. 

And by “foundational” I’m speaking of that which is directed to all of us and is 

intended to move us into the kind of action and involvement that will allow the 

Holy Spirit to work in our lives to not only bear fruit through our actions, but also 

to conform us to Christ through our circumstances and relationships. 

If we do what He’s asked of us and if our motive is to grow and understand Him 

better than we do now, He will ensure that our labor of love for His Name’s sake 

will lead us to an increasing awareness of how to live in the freedom of Grace 

instead of the guilt and burden of the Law. 

Ironically, believers who neglect obedience to these essential instructions for the 

Church out of a desire to avoid being Martha’s – legalists – are only sabotaging 

their own opportunity to be doers of the word and not hearers only.  And as James 

said, to do this is to deceive ourselves into believing we are moving in God’s will 

when we are not even close. 

Fortunately, these foundational instructions to all believers we will look at are 

neither lengthy nor impossible to do.  They’re also things most of us already know.   

Unfortunately, what I’ve watched over the years is that over time, we find excuses 

and reasons to let one or more of them fall away and then wonder why our 

spiritual advance has slowed or stagnated.   

We can’t grow being perpetually disobedient to what is possible for us.  We may 

fall short of a million things the Bible tells us we should be taking more seriously 

than we are, and to say that the Lord is patient with us would be the 
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understatement of the century.  But when it comes to the most basic instructions 

we’ve all been given, instructions which the Lord has given to us for the sole 

purpose of providing the perfect environment for us to grow spiritually and honor 

Him, all of us can do these, as you’ll see when I read through them.   

The only qualifier I would make is that in some places, finding these 

“opportunities” may not be possible.  But again, the Lord knows our hearts and if 

we genuinely can’t do as He has asked because of where we live or our health or 

whatever limits us, He will graciously move us forward spiritually through other 

means. 

Ok, here’s what I came up with; if I’m missing something or you think one or more 

of these doesn’t belong, let me know; 

• All who belong to Christ are to be involved in a fellowship with other 

believers at a level that allows them to develop relationships, to minister to 

others and to receive from them. 

(Eph. 4:16) . . . from whom the whole body, joined and knit together 

by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by 

which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the 

edifying of itself in love. 

(Heb. 10:25) . . . do not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, 

as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much 

the more as you see the Day approaching. 

• All are to be involved in corporate prayer in a way that not only lifts God’s 

desires back to Him by “two or three gathered in His Name”, but is in a 

setting that allows them to increasingly gain an understanding of effective 

prayer that is in sync with God’s eternal purpose for the Body of Christ. 

(Phil. 4:6-7) Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 

God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

(Matt. 18:20) For where two or three are gathered together in My 

name, I am there in the midst of them. 

• All are to bring the gospel to the lost however the Spirit guides them. 
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(Matt. 28:19-20) Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age. 

• All are to be under the ministry of a doctrinally sound pastor/teacher in 

whatever way the Lord provides for this (i.e., a local church, online 

messages, etc.).  By ‘doctrinally sound’ I’m referring to those 

pastor/teachers who are bringing the “full counsel of God” to their 

congregations, as we discussed in many of our studies when we touched on 

the meaning of this phrase in Acts 20:27 “I have not neglected to declare to 

you the full counsel of God.”   

(1 Tim. 4:16) Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in 

them, for in doing this you will deliver both yourself and those who 

hear you. 

(2 Tim. 4:2-4) Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 

Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the 

time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but 

according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they 

will heap up for themselves teachers, and will turn their ears away 

from the truth . . .  

• Finally, all of us must develop a personal relationship with the Lord 

through faithful prayer and study that leads us forward in our own individual 

journey to “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). 

Now, I suspect you can see why I said that this is not impossible for even the 

youngest Christian.  But you are probably also aware of believers that genuinely do 

not have opportunities for all of these.  If they could be there; they would be. 

The early church was comprised of all levels of spiritual maturity, from the 

youngest to the oldest and these five principles make up the environment in which 

the Church flourished.   

It was like the Holy Spirit was planting a seed in perfect soil designed for maximum 

growth.  In that environment, each believer would face a lifetime of trials, failures, 

successes and a million other things that would challenge them, but as long as they 
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didn’t abandon these things, they would continue to move into, and through those 

experiences all the way to the end. 

It has always been those who have opted out of one or more of these that have 

ended up like the seeds on stoney ground or among thorns, instead of like seed on 

good ground that bore fruit unto maturity. 

Here’s a brief, one-sentence comment by Sparks on this principle of a “growth 

environment” 

If you get out of your environment, you are exposed to all the poisons and 

all that creates spiritual disease. 

According to the Talmud, there are at least 613 commandments under Old 

Testament Law.  The Pharisees added considerably more to this.  I found a site 

entitled “Fifty Ways to be a Pharisee” (must be a Paul Simon fan). 

In the age of Grace there is one command, worded in several ways that all say the 

same thing; there’s one exhortation that is meant to be the atmosphere we 

breathe in the environment we just discussed, and it’s found in Heb. 12:2 “Looking 

unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” 

Instead of a 613 command checklist designed to help us establish our own 

righteousness, moving from glory to glory in likeness to Christ in the environment 

of spiritual growth and maturation, as recipients of the inward work of the Holy 

Spirit, will not produce self-righteousness, but instead will make us righteous by 

nature as Christ is formed in us.  Again, external vs internal / Law vs. Grace / old 

creation vs. new creation. 

Now, in the next section of Heb. 9, the author shows how it was impossible under 

the Law to have a clear conscience, but that under New Covenant, having a clear 

conscience is an option for us because of the value of the blood of Christ. 

First, here are the highlights of this part of chapter 9; 

(Heb. 9:11-15) But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, 

with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, 

not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own 

blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal 

redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, 

sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much 

more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
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Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 

serve the living God? And for this reason, He is the Mediator of the new 

covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions 

under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise 

of the eternal inheritance.  

There’s a verse tucked in this section that says “cleanse your conscience from dead 

works”.  We will need to look at that.  To really understand the difference between 

“dead” works and “living” works we have to remember that, at his best, man can 

only produce imitation; he can’t be the source of that which is spiritually alive.  He 

can contain or embody the Source, because Christ in us is our hope of glory; the 

outward expression of the life of Christ within us. 

In the dispensation of the tabernacle, God manifest His glory in buildings made 

with hands, but in our dispensation, His glory is manifest in and through the 

Church – the Church is now the temple of God. 

(Eph. 3:20-21) Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 

ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be 

the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 

forever and ever. 

(Eph. 2:21-22) . . . the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a 

holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a 

dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

Whatever has its source in Christ is not dead works.  But much of what we do that 

we call Christian service or works can easily have it’s source in us.  We won’t go 

there now, but that’s what the Judgment Seat in 1 Cor. 3 is all about – it’s the time 

when the Lord separates the wood, hay, and stubble (dead works) to one side and 

the gold, silver, and precious stones (the works of Christ through us) on the other 

side.  The gold has eternal value – and brings an eternal inheritance.  The wood is 

destroyed by the fire; it has no lasting value. 

Here's an explanation by Sparks on how this has moved into contemporary 

Christianity just as it did in the Hebrew believers of the first century; 

This letter to the Hebrews sets forth the all-inclusive revolution or 

reconstitution which God made when He brought His Son into the world – 

that is, the religious revolution. This revolution, which was rejected by 

Judaism, has been almost entirely overlooked or lost sight of by 
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Christendom since Apostolic times. The entire present system of Christianity 

as generally accepted would be impossible if the meaning of this letter were 

received as a heavenly revelation in the power of the Holy Spirit. That is – if 

it came into the heart by the Spirit's power with the effect of a revelation in 

the same way as the Apostle Paul came to see who "Jesus of Nazareth" is, 

then a Judaistic-Christianity (which Christendom so largely is) would be 

impossible.  The Letter to the Hebrews is only one other aspect of the battle 

fought out in the Letters to the Romans and Galatians. 

In the light of such a spiritual eye-opening, a whole lot of things would go: 

but since we would have gained a "heavenly vision," there would be no 

tears, no sense of loss, and no fond farewells. The gain and joy would put all 

such things into the category of a worn-out and no-longer-to-be-desired suit 

of clothes. These things only came in when the fullness of the Spirit had 

gone out, and, being an artificial substitute, they can never but be limiting 

things in the realm of Divine purpose. And yet, look how these things have 

become the very nature of organized Christianity! So much so that to touch 

them in any way which threatens their existence is to meet something more 

bitter and formidable than any persecution from the world. I do not say this 

carelessly. Religion can be, and is very largely, a terrible force; and 

Christianity has become a religion. There are very few communities of 

Christians – even the most evangelical – who escape the tendency or 

propensity to persecute or ostracize other bodies of Christians who might be 

regarded as rivals in their field of activity... The new dispensation and the 

new order had brought out a new and mightier-than-ever conflict. 

Believers whose Christianity is primarily external in nature find an antagonism 

rising in them when “that which is spiritual” is presented.   

As we’ve seen numerous times, not only in Hebrews but also in the Corinthian 

letters, the soul resents the spirit especially in the realm of religion. 

Under the Law, the righteousness we have is based on what we do.  But under 

Grace, the righteousness we have is based on who we are.  We are “doing” out 

from who we are “becoming”. 

You can see why the covenant of Grace is so superior to the covenant of Law; it’s 

the difference between imitating Christ and participating in the life of Christ.  In 

many cases, the Church has become a master at imitating what we see in the Bible 
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and in Christianity; but the flesh, the soul, profits nothing; it’s the Spirit that gives 

life. 

(Note: for those who might wonder about the meaning of “imitators” in Eph. 

5:1, you would need to know that the phrase “as dear children” qualifies 

this.  The word for “children” in this passage is “teknon”, referring to very 

young children who learn how to imitate their parents as toddlers do before 

they become able to act as mature sons.  Teknon is the word used in Mat. 

2:18 for the children two and under who were killed by Herod  in Rama.) 

The last section of Heb. 9 is vs’s 16-28 and, again, I’ll identify the passages in this 

section that show us what the author is trying to communicate to them and to us.  

And then we can make some applications as we wrap up. 

The author first shows how covenants or testaments are established through the 

death of a ‘testator’ (vs’s 16-22) 

For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of 

the testator. For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no 

power at all while the testator lives. Therefore, not even the first covenant 

was dedicated without blood. For when Moses had spoken every precept to 

all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and goats, 

with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and 

all the people, saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which God has 

commanded you.” Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the 

tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry. And according to the law 

almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood 

there is no remission. 

This is much easier for us to understand than it would have been for the Old 

Testament saints – because we know that literally everything involved in the 

sacrifices was a type or shadow pointing ahead to a spiritual reality in the sacrifice 

of the Lamb of God offered on Calvary. 

That’s the point the author makes next; 

Therefore, it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens 

should be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with 

better sacrifices than these. For Christ has not entered the holy places made 

with hands, which are copies (the word literally means “representations”) of 

the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; 
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not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most 

Holy Place every year with blood of another— He then would have had to 

suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of 

the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And as 

it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ 

was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for 

Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation (final 

deliverance). 

We’ll have to wait till next week to break this down, but what I’d like to do as we 

wrap up is read something I found that focuses on the implications of the author of 

Hebrew’s emphasis on “heaven” in this passage.  He has moved his terminology 

from referring to the Old and New Covenants to a comparison of heaven and earth 

– in other words, he’s moved to that which is eternal compared to that which is 

temporal.  This is a major theme of Hebrews, especially in the rest of the chapters 

of this letter. 

So, here’s some comments on this issue that I believe can be helpful to us; 

As to this present age, what is its nature and what is God really doing in it? 

Though you may have heard this before, listen to it carefully with special 

regard to what we are experiencing in our lives inwardly just now, for things 

do become more vital to us when we are in conditions, circumstances, and 

situations which challenge us inwardly.  What is it that God is really doing in 

this particular age and what is the character of this age from the Divine 

standpoint? The Word of God is very clear upon this and yet it is a point at 

which even Christians and official Christianity has gone so far astray. The 

conditions, the distress which exists, is very largely due to that failure to 

apprehend God's distinct meaning for this particular age or dispensation. 

Quickly then, the answer in the first place is this - in this age God is 

particularly and supremely concerned and engaged with taking out of this 

world a people for Himself, and uniting that people with His Son in heaven; 

not, in the first place, taking them out literally, physically, geographically and 

taking them home to heaven. That is not the first thing. He is taking them 

out in heart; if I said, "spiritually," that is somewhat vague, perhaps, to 

some. If I say, taking us out "in heart," you understand better - getting our 

hearts out of this world. 
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The Lord Jesus put it very simply, in the Gospel time before the Holy Spirit 

had come to interpret and enlarge these truths, He put it like this: "Where 

your treasure is, there will your heart be" (Matt. 6:21). And He had just said, 

"Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven." Now, that really means the Lord 

Jesus is in heaven and the treasure of the heart of every true child of God is 

the Lord Jesus, and therefore the heart of every true child of God has gone 

from this world and is united with the Lord Jesus in heaven. That is what 

God is after. 

God is not concerned with doing something upon this earth, building 

something here. Eventually He is going to overturn everything that is here, 

He is not establishing something to remain. He says, "I will overturn, 

overturn ...until he comes, whose right it is" (Ezek. 21:27). How foolish God 

would be to build up something He is going to overturn. God does not do 

that sort of thing. So, He is not seeking to put something on this earth; He is 

seeking to take out from this world, out from the nations, in heart, a people 

for Himself, joined with the Son in heaven. This whole letter to the Hebrews 

sees the Lord Jesus there, passed through the heavens, and then the object 

and effort of the Holy Spirit through the writer is to get the Lord's people 

out in spirit, in heart, joined with the Lord Jesus in heaven, so that they in 

heart and in spirit are a heavenly people - living here, working here, moving 

here, but pilgrims and strangers here and knowing it in spirit.  

God is drawing them out and the more we go on with the Lord, the more 

intensified that becomes, the more we feel how impossible it is to live in this 

world and be a part of it.  God’s people are not rooted here; they do not 

belong here. 

Judaism was an earthly religion with an earthly purpose and kingdom.  Christianity 

is meant to be a heavenly kingdom, a mystery, with a heavenly, eternal purpose 

and its work related to earth is to call people out of this world into the eternal 

kingdom of Christ.  Just as Christ is not of this world; we are not of this world.  We 

do not belong here. 

 


