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3,17,22 Rev. 3 vs. 14 to 22, Laodicea & Overcomers 

First, I promised I would have a section of this study dedicated to identifying what 

is, and what isn’t, an overcomer.  In order to do that, this study will be a little 

longer than normal, so bear with me.  

Also, I want to focus on teaching the point of Laodicea – what do we most need to 

gain from this letter?  Much of the detail in the letter is pretty straightforward, and 

will become clear when we see their condition and why the letter was written. 

This is the worst church in all seven; the only one that received zero 

commendation.  It’s also the church that shows the primary characteristics of the 

final, end-times church; especially in the West (Europe and the United States) – so 

there are a lot of applications we can make to our time and place. 

I remember one of the first pastors I listened to told us that the prosperity test is 

harder than the poverty test on our lives spiritually.   

This is one of the reasons the church in China, Iran and Russia has done better 

spiritually than in the West.   

As this author put it; 

“People simply can’t stand prosperity. With freedom and prosperity come 

the temptation to trust in our blessings rather than in the One Who blesses. 

We become comfortable and self-sufficient. If we have plenty, we tend to 

think we have need of nothing. If we do not have enough, looking at the 

wealth around us, we tend to think that what we need is what others have. 

The problem is that men are putting their faith in the wrong thing, in their 

material world, in treasures on earth. Christ told us in no uncertain terms to 

do the opposite, to lay up treasures in heaven.” 

That’s what took Laodicea down. 

And another writer who applies these things to America wrote; 

“America has more churches per capita than any other country. Our 

currency reads, ‘In God We Trust’. But according to recent statistics, there is 

very little difference between the lifestyles of Christians and non-Christians. 

The moral degeneracy of our nation in its attitudes, values, and beliefs is 
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everywhere obvious. The crime rate, substance abuse, the divorce rate, 

abuse of women and children, the secularism, rise of the occult, and many 

other signs make it clear this country is in critical condition regardless of its 

Christian heritage and its many churches.  The saddest thing about the 

Laodicean church (and that which characterizes America today) is not just 

the Lord’s statement about their condition as ‘wretched and miserable and 

poor and blind and naked,’ but the words that preceded this indictment, 

‘and you do not know that you are …’” 

(Hos. 4:6) “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” 

Laodicea brings us to the last phase of church history, and as with Israel at the end 

of the Old Testament era in Malachi, the church at the end of this age, has failed to 

provide the world with a faithful and true witness to the person of Jesus Christ. 

The enemy has prevented the majority of believers in this generation from 

reaching maturity.  He’s done this to keep the church from reaching the measure 

of the stature of the fullness of Christ, because he knows that when that reality is 

fulfilled, he will have only seven years left before he’s bound for a thousand years 

during the reign of Christ and His overcomers. 

In every generation of Christians since Pentecost there has been a remnant who 

have found within themselves a dissatisfaction with status quo life as a Christian. 

These people are not better than anyone else, they are just more determined to 

find out what life in Christ was really meant to be. 

Laodicea represents a powerful, spiritual force that is attacking every believer on 

the planet and never letting up - and is succeeding in knocking a majority of us out 

of the race.  The endurance factor in most Christians is waning.   

The test we have to give to every influence in our lives is whether it is 'according to 

Christ'.  Any influence we allow to shape us that’s a departure from a true and full 

testimony of Christ, is Laodicean and has to be cut off; because “. . . a little leaven, 

leaven’s the whole lump” (Gal. 5:9). 

Let me share something that gets behind the obvious and shows what our real 

need is.  This is from Sparks; he’s commenting on Acts 17:28; “In Him we live and 

move and have our being.” 



3 
 

“The whole Bible is about bringing man back to God, bringing him into God, 

and restoring him to his environment. ‘In Him we live and move and have 

our being’ is the fundamental truth of the spiritual life. There is one thing I 

suggest to you, or hint at, which, if you grasp it, would be such a 

tremendous help to you. When the Lord says anything, it may look on the 

face of it something very simple and not at all profound and wonderful; but 

anything that comes from the Lord, though it be apparently very simple, 

contains all the vast knowledge and understanding that the Lord has, and 

not to take account of that 'simple' thing may bring you into a vast amount 

of trouble. When the Lord Jesus says: ‘Abide in Me’ it sounds so simple and 

so ordinary, but it contains all this history, and this great principle and truth: 

‘If you get out of your environment you are exposed to all the poisons and 

all that creates spiritual disease. Abide in Me for your life's sake! For the 

sake of everything! Abide in Me, and I in you!’ Have you got that? Look again 

at any seemingly 'little' thing the Lord says, and if you could see you would 

find that there is a universe of meaning in it.” 

“If you could see” is the greatest need Laodicea had, and the greatest need we all 

have.  Not seeing is what has caused all the problems and defeats in the church in 

our generation. 

So, let’s read through our passage and then we can break it down; 

“And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These things says 

the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of 

God: ‘I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you 

were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor 

hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. Because you say, ‘I am rich, have 

become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are 

wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— I counsel you to buy from Me 

gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you 

may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and 

anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. As many as I love, I 

rebuke and chasten. Therefore, be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the 

door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in 

to him and dine with him, and he with Me. To him who overcomes I will 
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grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My 

Father on His throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.” 

Once again, our Lord always begins His message with something of His own nature 

that specifically addresses the need in the church He’s writing to.  So, He begins 

with; "The Amen, the faithful and true witness”.  

Where the church failed, Christ has not failed.   

We know what ‘faithful’ and ‘true’ means.  The word “amen” means “to be firm, 

stable, sure, established and trustworthy”. 

As we saw in our intro to Revelation, His eyes penetrate beyond the surface, 

beyond what men see, and expose our pretenses, rationalizations and excuses; 

which for us stresses the need for honest examination and if needed, genuine 

confession to God leading to change.  

If the Laodiceans had understood the nature of the new creation and of their 

calling.  If they had remembered that the goal is not the personal gain of “needing 

nothing”, but of being conformed to Christ, His witness or testimony through them 

in this world could be ‘faithful and true’. 

When our Lord gives Himself the title of “the beginning of the creation of God” He 

is emphasizing His position as the Origin of all that is to Characterize God’s 

creation. 

Everything that exists, including us, is intended to be characterized by the nature 

and character of Christ.  In the new heavens and new earth everything will 

disappear from creation that is not of Christ.  

(Rev. 21:1) “Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away . . .” 

As this relates to the church, Jesus is the “first born of the new creation” (Rom. 

8:29). The new race or species of humanity in Christ is comprised of those in the 

‘last Adam’s’ spiritual bloodline (1 Corinthians 15:22, 45-50). 

(1 Cor 15:22, 45-50) “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be 

made alive . . . it is written, ‘The first man Adam became a living being.’ The 
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last Adam became a life-giving spirit. However, the spiritual is not first, but 

the natural, and afterward the spiritual. The first man was of the earth, 

made of dust; the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As was the man of 

dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so 

also are those who are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the 

man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.” 

Laodicea was committed to Laodicea, not to Christ.  They were still living in the old, 

self-based humanity. 

Christ brought the reality of the new humanity into this world for everyone to see; 

and the reactions were recorded in the Gospels. 

I’m going to read several excerpts on the importance of this; we have to see what 

Laodicea didn’t see; 

“Christ is put here, and then alongside of Him, the other kind of man, the 

natural man, is arranged. You cannot read these gospels from that 

standpoint without being shocked. It is the only word for it—shocked—at 

the exposure of man alongside of this Other Man, this Man that God has put 

down in the midst. Read your gospels again in this light: the reactions of 

men to this Man. Are they not terrible? Moving on in the gospels, moving on 

in that way and uncovering, exposing, there is a manifestation of that kind of 

Adamic man intensifying. Note the point where it seems a new 

intensification comes in in this malice, this hatred, this prejudice, this 

wickedness—against Whom? Why? What has my Lord done? What does this 

rage mean? Intensified, until you come right up to the days of the Cross.” 

Never think that if you grow more like Christ, you will be more loved and 

appreciated by those without Christ, or by Christians living in the flesh.   

There is a vast and dangerous difference between commitment to a particular 

form or style of Christianity and commitment to Christ Himself.  We aren’t being 

conformed to a religion, but to the Head of a new creation humanity.   

As Sparks puts it; 

“The Church of Jesus Christ is not an ‘it’. It is not a system of teaching. It is 

not something ecclesiastical. It is not an institution. The Church is a Person 
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and That Person is Jesus Christ in corporate expression. . . when you come to 

the final Word, it is just the measure of Christ that there is in those who 

make up the church— “till we all attain unto... the measure... of Christ”—

every one of us. That is the Body of Christ, that is the Church.” 

And neither the world not the carnal Christian has anything but animosity toward 

“Christ in corporate expression”.   

This is the division currently taking place in the church globally.  God is bringing this 

about by the ‘shaking’ He said would happen; 

(Heb. 12:25-27) “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did 

not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not 

escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven, whose voice 

then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, ‘Yet once more I 

shake not only the earth (Israel), but also heaven (the church)’. Now this, 

‘Yet once more,’ indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, 

as of things that are made (by man), that the things which cannot be shaken 

(things made by God) may remain.” 

Laodicea, Sardis and Thyatira were primarily “made by man” churches – at some 

point they had “refused (or rejected) Him Who spoke from heaven”.   

There are those within the church who listen, who have ‘ears to hear’; and there 

are those who have closed their ears.  That’s the division in the Body of Christ.  

There are believers who are going on with the Lord and there are believers, like 

the Laodiceans, who have found a soul-based Christian religion that has as it’s 

primary goal – to make them feel good. 

The greatest danger in this is its subtlety. Though we may never admit it, or even 

see it, ‘First Love’ toward God can easily be replaced by ‘First love’ toward self or 

toward a church. 

That was Laodicea; and is the primary characteristic of our age of "selfism", as Paul 

told Timothy in 2 Tim. 3:2 & 4, in the final generation people become, 

“. . . lovers of themselves . . . rather than lovers of God, having a form of 

godliness but denying it’s power. . .” 
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The measure of the impartation of the power of the Spirit corresponds to the 

measure of the rejection of self.  There’s no resurrection without the Cross. 

Before we move on, let me share a writer’s description of his personal experience 

in going through what the Lord does with us to move us forward spiritually.  See if 

you can relate; 

“If the Spirit of God gets hold of you—and you want Him to, perhaps you 

pray that He will—let me tell you, you are in for something; if He really gets 

hold of you, the day is coming when you will feel utterly helpless in yourself. 

You are at the end of all your ability for anything in yourself, and you will 

come to the place where you will say: ‘Lord, if you don’t..., this is the end.’  

This is what the Lord is doing with you, with me, making something 

different.  It seems it is too slow, I know, for us. We do not seem to be 

making much progress that way, but He is undoing and He is adding. But, 

what do we know? What are we experiencing? Oh, I feel worse than ever I 

did in my life in myself. If it were not for Christ, I would not be here today. 

No, I would have gone out; I would not be here through all the stresses, all 

the strains, all the experiences, all the devastations, all those times when 

down in the dust I have simply said, ‘Lord, You have made a mistake; I am 

Your great mistake. You ought never to have brought me into this position.’ 

It always seems like that in our experience; but here we are. We have 

survived; we are here. And we believe we are here by the power of God in 

Jesus Christ, so we can say, ‘It isn’t me, it is Christ, it is Christ. 

Then our Lord tells them that He is “the Beginning of the creation of God”.  Of 

course, the cults love phrases like this because to them it shows that Christ is a 

creation, not the Creator.   

But here’s what comes out in the Greek; 

“It is not the word that means the first of the creation; that He was the first 

one created and then there were a lot more after Him created. The Greek 

word "arche" means the source of everything, the fountain head of 

everything, the One in whom and from whom everything has come and Who 

is Himself the Standard and Model of everything. That is what we mean 

when we speak of an 'architect' - one who produces the model, out of 

whom comes that which is to be; the source. And that's the word here.” 



8 
 

Now, in vs. 15 the statement about “neither cold nor hot” comes in; as well as the 

result of this problem, “I will spew you out of my mouth”. 

We’re going to spend more time on the “spewed out” warning, but as to the cold 

and hot, listen to this explanation from Hampton Keathley; 

“The point is that cold water is refreshing, it provides refreshment for the 

weary, and hot water has a healing or soothing effect upon the sick or on 

aching and sore joints and muscles. But Laodicea had neither; in fact, it was 

nauseating.” 

Spiritually, the Laodicean’s could neither provide cold water in the summer to 

quench their thirst; nor hot water in the winter to warm them.  The Lord would 

have preferred either one to lukewarm. 

In Rev. 3:16, The word for “spew” in Rev. 3 is actually “vomit” in the original 

because it’s a much stronger word than spew. 

It’s similar to the word translated “spew” in the Septuagint in Lev. 18:28,  

“. . . so that the land will not spew you out, should you defile it, as it has 

spewed out the nation which has been before you.”  

As we’re going to see, even in the New Testament, this represents a warning.  As 

we saw in previous studies, in Thyatira, Sardis and in 1 Cor. 10 & 11, the warning 

given - the consequence of unrepentance - was physical death.  These same 

warnings and consequences are cited in Heb. 10:26-31 and 1 Jn. 5:16, where death 

is again stated as the result of rebellion. 

Because of the consistency of this warning to those who abandon their “first love”, 

there is no doubt that many 21st. century believers will be judged this way prior to 

the rapture.  Before this age ends, there will be a global elimination of Christians 

who are Laodicean in character.   

I could say that this threat of physical death applies to all who are Laodicean in the 

final generation (that’s what I was taught), but there are a couple of passages I 

would need an explanation of, before I could be dogmatic about this.  

For example, 1 Cor. 11:30 describes the judgment of the carnal believers in Corinth 

as “. . . many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep”. God’s judgement of 
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His people is sometimes in stages, designed to get our attention with the hope that 

we will turn around (that we will repent). 

Also, listen to this verse in (1 Jn. 2:28) “And now, little children, abide in him; that, 

when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him 

at His coming.” 

Since there will be believers alive at “His appearing” to “shrink back in shame” it 

would appear that not all who are in rebellion against the Lord in the final 

generation will die prior to the rapture.   

“Appear” is phaneroo – and means “To make manifest or visible or to make known 

what has been hidden”.  In regard to a person, it would be “to make manifest, to 

show one's self”. 

“Coming” is Parousia – which is “an arrival or advent; a visible return”.  It can also 

be translated “present” or “presence” as in “the presence of one arriving”.   

Parousia could refer to either the rapture or to the Second Coming of Christ at the 

end of the Tribulation – as in Matt. 24:27,  

“For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the 

west; so shall also the coming (the Parousia) of the Son of man be.”   

Context would show which is correct.   

Since John was addressing the coming of Christ to Christians, it would refer to the 

rapture. Also, John includes himself in the verse, “. . . so that when He appears, we 

may have confidence. . .”   

Finally, Paul gives this warning to the church in last generation in 1 Thess. 5:2-6; 

“The day of the Lord is coming like a thief in the night. . . But you, brethren, 

are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; for you are 

all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; so 

then, let us not sleep as others do . . .” 

The Lord can’t come as a thief in the night to those who are spiritually asleep if 

they have already died and gone to heaven.  No matter how spiritually unaware a 

believer is on earth, no one is asleep in heaven. 



10 
 

So, when we put all this together, what we see is an instant event, in the twinkling 

of an eye, in which Christ is present, face-to-face with His church, becoming 

instantly manifest or visible to them.  When that happens, some will (as A.T. 

Robertson puts it) “shrink away from Christ in guilty surprise”. 

In Rev. 3:19 the Lord calls this judgment “chastening”.  So, follow the flow of this 

term in these verses; 

(Heb. 12:6) “For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son 

whom He receives.” 

(Rev. 3:19) “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore, be zealous 

and repent.” 

(1 Cor. 11:31-32) “If we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. But 

when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord . . .” 

God decides the form each judgment will take depending on the person being 

judged; we just need to realize that there are real-life consequences for rebellion 

against the Lord. 

The Lord’s examination of all the churches had sowing and reaping consequences, 

both of reward, but also of chastisement. 

Now, let’s go back to the text. 

In vs. 17 we see the ‘wealth-seeking’ we talked about earlier – the obsession with 

the material world.  The second half of the verse lists the results of this; 

 “Wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked” 

“Wretched” comes from two words in the Greek.  One means “to bear, or 

undergo” and the other is “hard, callous.”  I realize that etymology (where words 

come from) is not as important as how they’re used; but it’s likely that this word 

means the Laodiceans were hardened to the truth, like having callouses on the 

soul. 

“Miserable” means “pitiable”; like a homeless person – the object of extreme pity. 
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“Poor” is actually “beggarly” and refers to a person who begs for crumbs.  This may 

be one of the reasons Christ offers a banquet in vs. 20. 

The next word is “blind” which refers to spiritual blindness.  The Laodiceans 

weren’t financially poor, they were spiritually beggarly – and they were blind to all 

of it. 

And their spiritual blindness was the source of all their other problems.  When 

people are willing to see the truth, they can see the dangers and move away from 

them. 

The last word is “naked” which obviously means “without clothes” but it can also 

mean “dressed in rags”, as in “all our works of righteousness are as filthy rags” (Isa. 

64:6) 

And before we look at our Lord’s counsel to them in vs. 18, consider this vs. in Rev.  

19:7-9 that shows what kind of spiritual clothes the Lord desires for them to have; 

“Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him the glory. For the marriage of the 

Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready. She was given 

clothing of fine linen, bright and pure.” For the fine linen she wears is the 

righteous acts of the saints.” 

Now, the solution to their problems; 

Vs. 18; “I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may 

be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of 

your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, 

that you may see.” 

“Gold” is the character of Christ formed in the soul of the growing believer, which 

is why “gold” is listed first in 1 Cor. 3:11-13; 

“For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, 

precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for 

the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will 

test each one’s work, of what sort it is.” 
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(Gal. 4:19) “My children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until 

Christ is formed in you.” 

And gold can only be purified by “fire”. 

(1 Pet. 1:6-7) “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of 

your faith (full dependence on Christ), being much more precious than gold 

that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and 

glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ (as He is seen fully formed in you at His 

appearing).” 

I know we all hate “various trials”, but there is no other way for the flesh (our old 

nature) to subjugated to the Spirit Who is seeking to conform us to the image of 

Christ.   

If you’ve ever wondered why the Lord says they have to buy these things, listen to 

this parable in Lk. 14:28-33 (and remember, we are not talking about the free gift 

of salvation; we are talking about counting the cost of discipleship); 

“Which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count 

the cost, whether he has enough to finish it— lest, after he has laid the 

foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 

saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’? Or what king, 

going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider 

whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him 

with twenty thousand?  Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he 

sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So likewise, whoever of you 

does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.” 

This cost is our lives.  Other passages talk about picking up our cross.  The cross 

crucifies the whole person.  We have to die if we want to live. 

Those are the terms of discipleship. 

Finally, our Lord shows His love for them as His children; 

(Rev. 3:19) “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous 

and repent.” 
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And of course, Heb. 12:5-8 shows us that God only chastens His own children; He 

doesn’t chasten unbelievers.   

So, after commanding the Laodicean Christians to “repent”, He offers them a 

banquet of intimacy with their Savior in vs. 20. 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens 

the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” 

He is outside knocking because they have broken fellowship.  For those willing to 

have “ears to hear”, He will restore fellowship with them, represented by sharing a 

meal, which was an Eastern custom of expressing friendship.  As Heathley 

describes this; 

“Dine is a Greek word which referred to the main meal of the day—a real 

feast. This Greek word was used not only of the chief meal of the day—a full 

course dinner—but of the meal which was the occasion for hospitality and 

fellowship. At this meal, however, He is the host. It is He who sets the table 

and we are His guests dining on that which He has provided.” 

Laodicea may have been the worst of the seven churches, but nothing they did 

removed them from the love of their Lord.  As with all seven of these letters we’ve 

studied, these messages are addressed to believers, not unbelievers.  So, in 

Laodicea, just as with the prodigal son; if they would return, they would be clothed 

with royal robes and feast on the fatted calf. 

Before we close by looking at our Lord’s offer of the throne, I want to spend some 

time giving an overview of what an overcomer is. 

We’ve already seen that overcomers exist, so to intro this discussion, I’m going to 

solidify this with some comments by Watchman Nee on 1 Cor. 9:24-27, which 

reads; 

“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the 

prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And everyone who 

competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 

perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. Therefore, I run thus: 

not with uncertainty. Thus, I fight: not as one who pounds the air. But I 
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discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to 

others, I myself should become disqualified (from the prize).” 

Here's what Nee wrote; 

“Soon after a person is saved, he is set by God on a specific course that lies 

ahead of him. The entire life of a Christian can be likened to running a race. 

Yet this is not a race towards the goal of eternal life. On the contrary, only 

the person who has eternal life is qualified to run. No, the result of this race 

is that some of the participants are to be crowned while others will not be. 

What is meant by the crown? The crown represents the kingdom or 

kingship. It signifies reigning, having dominion and glory. And thus, to obtain 

the crown means to gain the kingdom—that is to say, to reign with the King. 

For a Christian, having eternal life is already a settled matter, but reigning 

depends on how that Christian runs.” 

And this is Spark’s take on this; 

“Interest and activity in Christianity is one thing, but (reigning) in the 

kingdom is quite another. Multitudes of good-meaning people are 

interested in Christianity, and are active in Christianity. They see the value of 

the Christian standard of life, and Christian teaching, and have thought if 

only it could be applied, how different the world would be. So, they have 

become busy in Christianity, and have thought they had (gained) the 

kingdom of God. Not at all! You can have massive and active interest in 

Christianity without gaining (the honor of reigning)”. 

As we’ve been looking at the overcomer characteristics in these seven letters, I’ve 

become aware that when people attempt to apply those characteristics to 

themselves, some end up discouraged and certain they can’t possibly be an 

overcomer.   

So, let’s look at what matters the most in identifying an overcomer: 

First, overcomers have an extremely low opinion of themselves; 

(Job 42:6) “Therefore I loathe [my words] and abhor myself, and 

repent in dust and ashes.” 
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(Isa. 6:5) “I am undone and ruined, because I am a man of unclean 

lips.” 

Second, they have no confidence in themselves, they don’t believe that 

anything good will ever come from them.   

(Phil. 3:2) “We who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus . 

. . put no confidence in the flesh”.   

And we could quote other passages showing this characteristic in Moses, “I cannot 

speak”, or Jeremiah, “I am a child.”  

Third, those who are overcomers hunger and thirst for righteousness (Matt. 

5:6) – which based on the reality of the first two, makes total sense. 

Fourth, they are broken; 

(Isa. 66:2) “. . . this is the man to whom I will look and have regard: he 

who is humble and of a broken spirit, and who trembles at My word.” 

Finally, they recognize their spiritual poverty  

(Matt. 5:3) “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” 

So, don’t self-examine yourself based on results in your life that only God can 

accomplish.   

True overcomers are very hesitant to consider themselves overcomers; but it is 

possible that, later in life, they may know they are an overcomer, at least Paul did; 

(2 Tim. 4:7-8) “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to 

me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” 

And for most of us, it’s necessary for our lives to have been characterized by 

failure.   

God gives us a listing of many of His ‘heroes’ (His overcomers) in Heb. 11, which 

starts with a definition of faith followed by a whole chapter showing what faith 

looks like in real life. Biblical faith is complete dependence on God for everything.  
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In most cases in this chapter, these men and women would have seen themselves 

as failures. 

It obviously wasn’t their failures that qualified them to become overcomers; their 

failures were what God used to bring them into Romans 7 so they could get into 

Romans 8.  God brought them into a genuine, heart-felt attitude of zero-

confidence in themselves, so that confidence in God would be their only hope. 

To get them there, the Lord had to move way beyond external instruction and 

bring them into deeply painful and personal sorrow over their failure. 

Rom. 7:15-25 excerpts: “For what I am doing, I do not understand. For what 

I want to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.  If, then, I do 

what I do not want to do, I agree with the law that it is good. . . I know that 

in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with 

me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. For the good that I will to 

do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice . . . wretched man 

that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? I thank God—

through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

The point of all this is that “holding fast to what you have” (as we’ve seen repeated 

in the Rev. 2 & 3 letters) is all the Lord is asking of us.   Overcomers are earthen 

vessels who live in a perpetual state of repentance and with all the “little strength” 

they can muster, they push forward. 

Anyone who puts their trust in Christ for salvation will be in heaven, but an 

overcomer is someone who is also a committed “disciple”.   

So, if you want to bottom line the meaning of the word “remnant” in the Old 

Testament or “overcomer” in the New Testament, understanding the meaning of 

the word “disciple” will help immensely. 

With all the resultant characteristics of someone who genuinely follows Christ, the 

foundation of everything that makes a man or woman a disciple is teachability. 

Even the word “disciple” (mathētēs) means “student, pupil, or one who learns as 

one who follows”.   

Over the last 50 years of my own experience as a Christian, whenever I’ve seen 

people deviate from following Christ, either by retreating back into the world, or 
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by sidetracking into a superficial or even heretical form of Christianity, I have 

always seen a resistance in them to instruction or guidance. 

In contrast, those I’ve known who have gone on with the Lord have been those 

willing to embrace instruction; not only when it was encouraging or informational, 

but even when it was corrective and may have required a life adjustment on their 

part. 

In a disciple, there’s a genuine openness, receptivity and honesty in their approach 

to the instruction of God’s Word. 

    ____________________ 

So, my desire in what we’ve talked about tonight is to give you some degree of 

hope and assurance that if you seriously consider what we’ve been studying over 

the last few months, you will realize it’s more probable that you are doing fine, 

than that you should be worried about it.  “Be anxious for nothing” needs to be 

applied here too.   

Now, let’s close with a brief look at the offer of sharing Christ’s throne. 

This will be from a couple of different authors, each with his own language and 

understanding of what the promise of the throne means; 

First Walter Scott; 

"The 'throne' is the sign and symbol of royal authority and dominion.  How 

did Jesus reach His Father's throne and sit down with Him in that exalted 

seat?  Not by inherent right only!  But by His life of patience and His sacrifice 

for His Father's glory. The conqueror's path lies open to us, His example is 

our joy.  His footprints our guide-marks. 

Without a doubt salvation and eternal life are free gifts of the grace of God, 

granted to faith on the basis of the sacrifice of Golgotha.  But the degree of 

glory, the victor’s garland, is according to the faithfulness of the believer.  

The Scriptures everywhere give solemn warning to this effect: ‘Hold fast that 

which thou hast, that no one take thy crown’ (Rev. 3:11); ‘If a man contends 

in the games, he is not crowned, unless he contends lawfully’ (2 Tim. 2:5); ‘If 

we endure, we will reign with him’ (2 Tim. 2:12).” 
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Revelation 2 and 3 lay out the history of the church age and, as with Israel, it is 

marked with remnant victory and with general departure from God's original 

intent.   

In this last phase of church history (the time we are living in now) lukewarmness is 

prophesied for the majority with promises given to overcoming individuals.   

Most of the problems and challenges we face in our time is due to a lack of 

spiritual perspective.  Here’s what I mean, this is from J.F. Strombeck; 

“Many who call themselves Christians say they are not concerned about the 

future state.  What they are interested in is the present.  But the Bible 

teaches that it is the future state that is of greatest importance. While there 

are glories of salvation to be enjoyed by the believer now, even while in the 

present body there is still the presence of sin, poverty, sickness, death and 

sorrow which will never be gotten away from during the present life.  In fact, 

and this is of utmost importance, the earthly existence of the saved is but a 

period of preparation for an eternal state.  Few there seem to be who 

realize the glories that await those who are saved and how exalted a 

position is to be held by them throughout an unending eternity. Finite mind 

cannot grasp the fullness of all this, but the Bible reveals enough to show 

that it shall be the greatest thing that has ever come to any of God’s 

creatures.”  

(Lk. 22:28-30) “But you are those who have continued with Me in My 

trials. And I bestow upon you a kingdom (lit. basileia – kingship or 

rule), just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, that you may eat and 

drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel.” 

(Rev. 2:26-29) “And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the 

end, to him I will give power over the nations—He shall rule them 

with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s 

vessels—as I also have received from My Father.”  

(2 Pet. 1:11) “Thus a celebratory entrance will be richly and 

abundantly provided for you into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ.” 
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Here is what that celebration will look like for the overcomers during the 

inauguration of the millennial kingdom of Christ when they return with Him to 

establish His 1000-year reign. 

Listen to this author’s description of this event; 

“Immediately after the Great War in Europe, a great celebration was held in 

London. The war had just been concluded, and the soldiers had returned 

home for a triumphant march. As the soldiers marched on, the sound waves 

of applause and praise flowed incessantly. Rank after rank had passed by 

until suddenly the air was explosive with the tremendous waves of even 

greater applause and praise. Many who watched were moved to tears. And 

at one point the nobility saluted and the king removed his crown. And why? 

Because immediately behind the marching ranks came carrier after carrier 

of soldiers who had lost their limbs or had been terribly wounded in body. 

Those who have suffered on earth and have forsaken something for the sake 

of Christ, shall receive much on that day just as had the wounded soldiers 

received much during that triumphal march; louder applause, higher praise, 

and greater glory.” 

The overcomers, who are destined to share Christ’s throne and reign with Him as 

conquerors, will be seen by all in the newly formed millennial kingdom as those 

worthy of a “triumphal march; louder applause, higher praise, and greater glory.” 

In the meantime, we need to firmly establish our perspective on all of this; as Paul 

tells us in Rom. 8:18, “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

 


