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4,21,22 Rev. chs. 8, 9a & Matt. 24 

We are moving in to Rev. 8, but I want to combine this study with a look at Matt. 

24.  That chapter is vital to understand and should be included in any study of 

Revelation. 

Ch. 8 begins the Trumpet judgments, but there is a prelude in vs’s 1-5; 

“When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about 

half an hour. And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them 

were given seven trumpets. Then another angel, having a golden censer, 

came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should 

offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was 

before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the 

saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand. Then the angel took the 

censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there 

were noises, thundering, lightnings, and an earthquake.” 

God moves only after the prayers of the saints ‘ascend’ before Him.   

Here’s the explanation I gave of this in our study of Rev. 5:8 

“Vs. 8 tells us that in this preparatory work for the judgements of Rev. 6-19, 

heaven is receiving and responding to ‘golden bowls full of incense, which 

are the prayers of the saints.’  This is an extremely important reality that is 

all throughout the Bible, but is never stressed enough.  God does nothing on 

earth without first securing the cooperation of His people in prayer.  He 

reveals His will to us and then moves us by His Spirit to pray for that will to 

be realized. . . (1 Jn. 5:14) ‘This is the confidence that we have before Him: If 

we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.’” 

Daniel believed God’s Word through Jeremiah, so he prayed with confidence. 

In our chapter, the prayers of the saints prepare the way for the fulfillment of 

God’s will at this time in history – it’s God will that the judgments continue. 

And then we looked at the example Daniel set by praying for the release of Israel 

from captivity after Daniel read Jeremiah 25 & 29 to discover God’s will and time 

table for this. 



2 
 

People say there’s ‘power in prayer’.  This is no power in prayer!  All the power 

resides in the Lord, not us.  But we are allowed to see the release of that power 

when we act in cooperation with God though prayer to see His will done on earth 

as it is in heaven. 

We’re told in 8:1 that when the seventh seal is opened, there was silence in 

heaven.  Barnhouse says that “this must be one of the most astounding incidents 

known by the Heavenly hosts throughout their existence.” 

Listen to David in this psalm (Psalm 50:3-4) “Our God shall come, and shall 

not keep silent; a fire shall devour before Him, and it shall be very 

tempestuous all around Him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to 

the earth, that He may judge . . .” 

This is similar to Psalm 94:3, “How long shall the wicked triumph?” 

There is a desperate desire in Heaven and on earth to know when God will break 

His silence and end the suffering on earth by destroying His enemies. 

There has been silence in heaven numerous times in the past when the people of 

God cried out for justice and received only silence.  But, just as then, there comes a 

time when the silence is replaced by action. 

As one author put it, the “course of judgment is arrested; there is a pause both as 

to the announcement and execution of further chastisements.” 

To really get the feel of the silence John writes about, we need to briefly review 

what has just happened on earth. 

1. The beast has risen to full power during the first 3 1/2 years of this 7-year 

period. 

2. Then the world has exploded in chaos - widespread death by murder, 

starvation and animal attacks. 

3. Finally, there has been the disintegration of all social and governmental 

systems – leading to total anarchy, fear, and panic. 

Then there is a silence; it’s the silence before the storm. Here’s the picture Ironside 

paints of this type of event in history, 
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"Some of you have lived in regions where thunderstorms are common, and 

you have noted on a hot summer day the clouds suddenly gathering in the 

heavens, becoming heavier and darker every moment.  You have heard the 

thunder reverberating in the skies, peal after peal, with ever increasing 

intensity.  You have observed the lightning flashes striking terror into many a 

heart.  Then suddenly all became still.  There seemed not to be even a 

breath of wind to move the leaves on the trees; and yet, an overcast sky 

causing the fowls to run for a hiding place and the cattle to move uneasily.  

A few moments pass by; then vivid flashes of lightening cause us to shrink 

back, dreading to be stricken; crash upon crash follow and the windows of 

the heavens seem to be opened - the storm pouring down in a deluge!"  

Keeping all we’ve said in mind, look at the picture painted for us in vs. 6; “So, the 

seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.” 

Because of the prayers and because of God’s promise and intention to rid the 

world of evil, in full submission to the authority of the throne, the angels come 

forward and break the silence with seven trumpets. 

The pause has ended. 

I need to briefly mention one other thing about the role prayer plays in all this.   

We’ve talked numerous times about the fact that we are living in two worlds – the 

seen and the unseen.  We tend to base our view of reality on the what we see, not 

remembering that the Bible stresses the unseen as the most real. 

If there is any area in the Christian life that demands seeing and believing in the 

unseen, it’s prayer.   To the world, who sees only the visible, people who pray are 

looked as either quaint, as talking to themselves, or as deranged. 

Only those who believe in the existence of what can’t be seen enter into prayer in 

real faith and confidence. But literally everything that happens in the visible world 

is affected by movements in the invisible.   

The visible actions of God during the tribulation are initiated by the prayers of His 

servants. 
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It’s amazing to think about all that has happened in this world simply because of 

the impact of an invisible world on our visible lives. This is a true story I’ll use to 

illustrate this, 

“James Stegall’s nightmares began each day when he awoke.  He was in 

Vietnam.  On February 26, 1968, he prayed for it all to end, and his heart 

told him he would die before evening.  Sure enough, his base came under 

attack that day and Jim heard a rocket coming straight for him.  3 seconds to 

live, he told himself, then two, then . . . instead of exploding the rocket went 

silent and slammed into the ground near him – the fuse malfunctioned.  

Long after Jim returned home, he visited his wife’s grandmother who told 

him that on a certain night years ago she had been awakened in terror.  

Knowing Jim was in Viet Nam, she had sensed he was in trouble and began 

praying for God to spare his life.  Having told Jim the story, she opened her 

Bible to show him where she had marked a passage she read during that 

time of prayer.  In the margin were the words, ‘Jim, February 26, 1968.’” 

All of us either have stories like this we could tell, or we have a million things that 

have happened in our lives that we know, instinctively, have no other explanation 

but the action of God upon us – and this doesn’t include the things God has done 

to spare us dangers we never even knew were coming. 

The Bible makes it clear that prayer which reflects God’s will moves heaven.  

Now, this seventh seal contains 7 trumpet judgments, which are described in 8:7 

through 9:21, the last one is actually in chapter 11:15. 

So, let’s look at the first trumpet in 8:7;  

“The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed 

with blood, and it was hurled down on the earth. A third of the earth was 

burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was 

burned up.” 

"Hail" represents sudden and overwhelming judgment (Isa. 28:2) 

"Fire" is God's wrath poured out (Deut. 32:22) 

"Blood" refers to death; both moral and physical  (Ezek. 14:19 and Rev. 6:12) 
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So, the first trumpet is sudden overwhelming wrath resulting in extensive moral, 

spiritual and physical death being thrust earthward. The fire of God's wrath 

"burns" 1/3 of the trees and all grass.   

A "tree" is a figure of human greatness, of exalted pride (Ezek. 31:2-7) and "grass" 

is a symbol in Scripture for the general mass of men and women (Isa. 40:6).  

1/3 of all human dignitaries, the so-called politically and socially elite of this world, 

will fall.  The 'high' are brought 'low', humiliated and disgraced; i.e. Richard Nixon 

(had to throw one from my generation), Jim Baker, Jimmy Swagart, Mark Driscoll, 

Ravi Zacharias, Brian Houston (Hillsong), etc. – the list is long and growing, and 

these are only the foreshadowing – the Tribulation hasn’t even begun yet. 

And all "grass" is impacted - pride is turned to panic, ease to fear, and comfort to 

torment! 

Now vs. 8-9   

“The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge 

mountain, all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into 

blood, a third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships 

were destroyed.” 

Jeremiah 51:25 shows us that the "mountain" is a symbol of both a kingdom and a 

spiritual power over man.  In Jeremiah’s day, it would be Babylon.  As Walter Scott 

explains it, 

"The abstract idea, important to lay hold of in these prophetic symbols, is 

that of a strong, consolidated, established power, and this power itself the 

subject of God's governmental vengeance, for the Seer saw it burning with 

fire, becoming in the divine hand the instrument of judgment upon the 

heathen.  The weeping prophet Jeremiah exactly defines the force and value 

of the imagery in chs. 25 and 51."   

So, a modern counterpart of the Babylonian "mountain" will be thrust or forced 

upon the "sea" (Russia, Europe, China?).  The “sea”, as we saw before in Isa. 57:20, 

is the restless, turbulent nations.  
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We can tell what this means by the results; “A third part of the sea” (unbelieving 

humanity) “became blood” or died – as life is in the blood.  The effect of this falling 

mountain filled with fiery judgment is the death of billions in some way. 

Isaiah 2:12 and 16 show that “ships” can represent man’s pride or accomplishment 

– whether commerce or pleasure.  This mountainous judgment destroys that pride 

and wastes man’s best efforts and enjoyments. 

In vs. 10-11, from Heaven (the place of final authority according to Dan. 4:26) 

Wormwood is cast to the earth.  Rivers, waters (again, restless humanity) and 

"fountains" (representing the sources of stability and life) are poisoned by a "star". 

“Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning 

like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs (or 

fountains) of water. The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the 

waters became wormwood, and many men died from the water, because it 

was made bitter.”  

We saw earlier in our study of Revelation that a "star" is a symbol of authority.  In 

these verses we see a single star, or great ruler, burning under God's wrath, fall 

from rule (the heavens) and poison (spiritually and morally) 1/3 part of the waters 

of humanity. 

The "fountains" are poisoned by evil; the "springs" (motivations, principles of 

human interaction) are impregnated with evil, deception, bitterness, and spiritual 

death. 

vs. 12-13   

“The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a 

third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned 

dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night. As I 

watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: 

‘Woe! Woe! Woe! to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet 

blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels!’” 

We've already seen the sun, moon, and stars as authorities of greater and lesser 

degree - 1/3 of all human authority is blacked out. 

As one author puts it, 
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"Moral and spiritual blackness, like a funeral pall, settles down on the 

empires of earth".  

The last two trumpets (which are in ch.9) greatly intensify the horrible conditions 

on a planet in rebellion against God; on a planet, ironically, that believes it had 

entered into the New Age of brotherly love and international cooperation under 

the World Economic Forum’s “Great Reset”. 

First, I want to compare 9:1 with 9:11; 

“The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from 

the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss.” 

“They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew 

is Abaddon and in Greek is Apollyon (that is, Destroyer).” 

It’s likely that Satan, himself, is being identified here. This "star" or authority has 

great power among the demonic host. 

In Matt. 16:19 and Rev. 1:8 the "key" is a symbol of authority in action.  And 

according to Lk. 8:31, the "bottomless pit" (lit. the "pit of the abyss") is the prison 

house of demons.  When this pit is opened indescribable evil and destruction are 

unleashed. 

(Rev. 9:2) “When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke 

from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from 

the Abyss.” 

Lk. 11:52 also ties "keys" to knowledge.  In scripture this knowledge often refers to 

a system of teaching.  The darkness of the air implies total satanic deception and 

control.  He is called the “prince of the power of the air" in Eph. 2:2 and is the 

great Deceiver of mankind. 

Based on Satan's approach to Eve with his “. . . you shall be as gods", I think it's 

safe to infer that the full acceptance of human divinity will become totally 

acceptable to the minds of man.   

And this greatest and most arrogant of all lies opens men up to demonic invasion 

without limit. 
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(Rev. 9:3-4) “And out of the smoke locusts came down on the earth and 

were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. They were told not to 

harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who 

did not have the seal of God on their foreheads.” 

Lk. 10:18-19 connects "serpents, scorpions, and the power of the enemy" with the 

fall of Satan.  And again, in vs.4 "grass", in context, refers to that part of humanity 

not sealed or protected by God.   

False teaching is often fascinating to the natural mind. "Isms" are the plaything of 

seekers and philosophers.  They have no idea of the danger involved in rejecting 

truth and embracing lies.  Once Satan has lured someone in, his intent is 

"Abaddon", which means “to destroy”. 

When Nikki and I were young Christians, my dad gave me a set of encyclopedias 

called “Man, Myth &Magic, An Illustrated Encyclopedia of the Supernatural (24-

Vol. Set).  Things started happening in our home, most of it being atmospheric, like 

increased tension and confusion.  We were too young as believers to make sense 

of it, but eventually the Lord directed my attention to the encyclopedias – and we 

got rid of them. When we did, things returned to normal; but if we hadn’t acted on 

the Spirit’s prompting, things could have gotten much worse. 

I don’t know how many of you have heard of Sean Sellers, but here’s a brief 

overview of what happened to him; 

"The line from casual dabbling to more serious involvement in satanic rituals 

is being crossed by an increasing number of people.  Lives of both the 

Satanist and their victims are being scarred or destroyed. 

"Sean Sellers is a living, incarcerated example.  His road to corruption led 

through a fascination with the Dungeons and Dragons game and a Time/Life 

series of books on the occult and supernatural.  Ultimately, he says, he 

began doing solitary rituals invoking demons and asking them to enter his 

body. As Sean said, 'I had given Satan everything.'" 

But there is an evil even worse than this; more terrifying and destructive - which 

we’ll look at next time.   

We need time now to discuss Matt. 24. 
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Since this chapter in Matthew is used frequently by so many YouTubers and 

pastors to explain why we are living in the time of the fulfillment of the prophecies 

listed in that chapter, I want to take a few minutes to share some things on this 

that I hope can be helpful. 

Matt. 24 contains very specific information on the events leading up to the second 

coming of Christ.  His disciples had just asked the Lord what the signs of His coming 

would be, and He graciously answered their questions, beginning with pointing out 

that “deception” would be the greatest challenge at that time: 

(Matt. 24:3-4) “As He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him 

privately, saying, ‘tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the 

sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?’ And Jesus answered and 

said to them: ‘Take heed that no one deceives you.’” 

Then the Lord goes on to list a series of signs or events that would indicate the 

nearness of His coming. 

So, first, please remember that the disciples didn’t ask Him about the timing of the 

rapture, because the rapture was a mystery that wasn’t revealed to anyone until 

Paul wrote about it in his letters to the Corinthians and the Thessalonians; 

(1 Cor. 15:51-52) “I tell you a mystery (something previous hidden but now 

revealed): We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— in a moment, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 

(1 Thess. 4:16-18) “The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead 

in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus, we 

shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these 

words.” 

The signs our Lord gave His disciples aren’t the signs of the end of the Church Age, 

they’re the events that are to take place immediately prior to His second coming. 

That is what the disciples asked Him about and that was what He addressed in His 

response.   
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As to their application to us, it would be that what we are seeing at the end of the 

Church Age is the development or foreshadowing of the events of the Tribulation, 

taking place as we move closer to the Lord’s return; like the World Government 

Summit’s push for global government, the pope’s mission to unite the religions of 

the world and the World Economic Forum’s push for a global, digital economy 

which ensures a smooth transition from a digital card to a mark on the hand or 

forehead.  The infrastructure of the Beast system is being set up and we are 

watching it happen.  

But the labor pains Jesus refers to in Matt. 24 happen during the Tribulation 

Period; the final years of the Age of Israel, not the Church Age. 

We now know that things were never going to be moving from normal life 

throughout the Church Age to instant global dictatorship and chaos at the point of 

the Antichrist’s peace treaty with Israel.  There has been a gradual transition from 

relative normality into the establishment of what would be needed in terms of 

technology, political alignments, economic collapse and the dismantling of rational 

cultural rules of life into what we see in Revelation chs. 6-19 related to the Beast 

kingdom. 

So, Matt. 24 contains Jesus’ explanation of the events of the final seven years of 

the Age of Israel.  They are events that take place during the time of “Jacob’s 

Trouble”.   

This is Jewish eschatology, not Christian eschatology.  We will be watching these 

events from heaven, not living through them on earth. 

The Lord Himself said He came only to the lost sheep of Israel and even told His 

disciples not to go to the Gentiles with the Gospel (Matt. 15:24; Matt. 10:5).  His 

ministry, His teaching (including eschatological teaching) was primarily to, and for, 

Israel.   

There are two illustrations given in Matt. 24 that I want to look at tonight.  The first 

is the parable of the Fig Tree in vs’s 32-35; 

“Learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become 

tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So, you also, 

when you see all these things, know that it is near—at the doors! Assuredly, 

I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things 
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take place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means 

pass away.” 

Since I was expecting to be out of here by the end of 2021, based partly on a false 

interpretation of the prophetic significance of the rebirth of Israel, I had to ask 

myself why we assume from this text that “the fig tree” parable is meant to be a 

sign of Israel becoming a nation in 1948.  Yes, there are times in the Old Testament 

when the “Fig Tree” is used to represent Israel, but not always. 

On Jan. 1, 2022 when I got up in the morning and realized unfortunately, I was still 

on earth, it forced me to commit to study the scriptures with a much more 

objective approach to interpretation. It was a sobering reminder that all of us need 

to be Bereans. 

There’s nothing in the context of Matt. 24:32-35 that says anything about the 

regathering of Israel to the land.  There are several passages in the Bible that do 

talk about this, but not this one – so to say that that’s what Jesus was 

communicating would be speculation.   

In Matt. 24, the Parable of the Fig Tree is a parable, and it’s more likely that the 

explanation Jesus gives right after He tells them this parable, is the explanation He 

wanted them to know regarding what the parable means.  The Lord often 

explained His parables to His disciples after He gave them. 

Sometimes the simplest and most direct interpretation of anything in the Bible is 

to look in the context for the writer’s or speaker’s own explanation of why he 

wrote, or said, what he did. 

And here’s what Jesus said this parable meant: Just like watching leaves appear on 

a fig tree tells you summer is near, “So, you also, when you see all these things, 

know that (My return) is near.” 

This seems even more likely when you see Luke’s addition to this parable; 

(Lk. 21:29-31) “Then He spoke to them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree, and 

all the trees. When they are already budding, you see and know for 

yourselves that summer is now near. So, you also, when you see these 

things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near.’” 
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“All the trees” moves us beyond a focus on the Fig Tree alone.  As Jerusha put it in 

her study of this; 

“The process of nature shown in the stages of trees blooming is an analogy 

to show us how world events will indicate His soon-coming.  When you see 

leaves, you know summer is near.  So, when you see all that’s detailed in the 

verses preceding, you’ll know His coming is near.” 

And regarding the “generation” mentioned in Matt. 24:34, again, quoting from her 

paper;  

“In other places the word ‘generation’ refers to those who are living at any 

given period (of time)– in this case, those alive when the events of Matt. 24 

take place (those living at that time and see the signs, will see the Lord’s 

return). And once the signs of the end begin, they will happen quickly; they 

will come to a ‘quick’ completion.  As one commentary said: 

“Jesus’ point in His statement, ‘this generation will not pass away until 

all these things take place,’ is that the events of the end times will 

happen quickly. Once the signs of the end begin to be observed, the 

end is well on the way—the second coming and the judgment will 

occur within that last generation. . . a sure sign of the summer is the 

leafing of the fig tree; a sure sign of the end of the world is that all 

these things of Matt. 24 are taking place.  Those who are on the earth 

then will have only a short time left. 

“Essentially, Jesus is saying that, once the events of the end times 

begin, they will happen quickly. The age of grace has continued for a 

very long time. But when the time for judgment finally arrives, things 

will be wrapped up post haste. This concept of God’s drawing things 

to a rapid close is echoed in many other passages of Scripture 

(Matthew 24:22; Mark 13:20; Revelation 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20).” 

The word “generation” occurs 107 times in the King James version and in most 

cases, it isn’t addressing a length of time, but simply stating something that will 

happen to the people who are living at that time in history. 

The same approach should likely be applied to the second illustration I want to 

look at in Matt. 24:37-39; 
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“But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man 

be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered 

into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so, 

shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” 

Where in that passage does it say that the days leading up to the coming of the 

Son of Man will be like the days of Noah? 

There’s nothing in this passage saying anything about the (quote) “days of the 

coming of the Son of Man”, only “the coming of the Son of Man”; and His coming is 

instantaneous; 

(Matt. 24:27) “For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the 

west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.” 

But the “days of Noah” lasted over 120 years.  If the Lord wanted us to compare 

the “days of Noah” with the time leading up to His return, He picked a very 

confusing illustration.  The Lord’s coming will be like lightening streaking across the 

sky – Noah took 120 years to build the ark. 

So, again, what if the explanation Christ Himself gave of this illustration was what 

He wanted his disciples to walk away with; that for the world, the return of Christ 

will be completely unexpected – just like as it was in the days of Noah? 

Another reason the “days of Noah” interpretation doesn’t fit is that at the end of 

the Tribulation, nobody is going to be “eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage . . .”  

(Matt. 24:38-39) “For in the days before the flood, people were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the 

ark. And they were unaware, until the flood came and swept them all away. 

So will it be at the coming of the Son of Man.” 

What’s happening on earth at that time is Armageddon, not Norman Rockwell.   

The Lord was illustrating the surprise factor of this event, not the culture of the 

day.  He was using terms His disciples would be familiar with, just as His use of 

wheat, tares, mustard seeds, and wineskins.  And the Fig Tree and Days of Noah 

illustrations are explained by the Lord Himself immediately after He uses them. 
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Assigning other meanings to His Words, like the rebirth of Israel in 1948 and the 

need to be looking for Nephilim are speculative, not contextual, conclusions.   

I’m not saying there aren’t Nephilim in the world today, or even that there aren’t 

definite similarities between Noah’s generation and ours.  I’m also not saying that 

1948 was not a significant event.  You have to have Israel back in the land to have a 

temple and a nation of Israel for Christ to deliver at His return.  What I’m saying is 

that Matt. 24 would not be the best place to provide proof texts for this. 


