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4,22,21 Resurrection Life  

To introduce where I want to go tonight, I’m going read several passages that will 

lay a foundation for our study. 

(Matt. 24:3-12, 32-35) While Jesus was seated on the Mount of Olives, the 

disciples came to Him privately, and said, “Tell us, when will this take place, 

and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end (the 

consummation) of the age?” Jesus answered, “Be careful that no one 

deceives you.  For many will come in My name saying, ‘I am the Christ, and 

they will mislead many.  You will continually hear of wars and rumors of 

wars.  See that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but 

that is not yet the end [of the age]. For nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in 

various places. But all these things are the beginning of birth pangs. Then 

they will hand you over to tribulation, and will put you to death, and you will 

be hated by all nations because of My name.  At that time many will be 

offended by their association with Me, and will fall away from the One 

whom they should trust, and will betray one another, handing over believers 

to their persecutors, and will hate one another.  Many false prophets will 

appear and mislead many. Because lawlessness is increased, the love of 

most people will grow cold . . . Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As 

soon as its young shoots become tender and it puts out its leaves, you know 

that summer is near; so, you, too, when you see all these things [taking 

place], know for certain that He is near, right at the door. I assure you, this 

generation [those living when these signs and events begin] will not pass 

away until all these things take place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

My words will not pass away.” 

(Rev. 22:1-5) “And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 

crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle 

of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore 

twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree 

were for the healing of the nations.  And there shall be no more curse, but 

the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve 

Him. They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There 
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shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord 

God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.” 

(1 Cor. 15:51-55) “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we 

shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on 

incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this 

corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, 

then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed 

up in victory.  O Death, where is your sting?”  

(Rev. 21:3-4) “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall 

be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor 

sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have 

passed away.” 

(Rom. 8:18-21) “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 

not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For 

the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the 

sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 

because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will 

be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 

children of God.” 

(Rev. 1:7) “Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him.” 

The events of Matt. 24 are unfolding around us.  This is the most exciting time in all 

of history to be alive. 

We are the generation that will see the return of Christ and the birth of the eternal 

kingdom of the Son of God.  

I know it seems unreal, but that’s because our vision is still blurred by the 

distractions and downward pull of the things of this life.  As we grow and rise 

above them spiritually, true reality becomes clearer. 
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As we study the Word of God, the heaven opens up to us and we can see, with 

increasing clarity, the reality of our time and what is soon to come. 

(Heb. 11:1) “Faith is the substance of what is hoped for, the evidence of 

things not seen.” 

What I read in these passages is what the entirety of human history since Adam 

has been moving toward – the kingdom of God on earth among men in the Person 

of the King. 

A creation delivered from bondage and a world filled with righteousness as 

the water covers the sea. 

Very soon we will be caught up, out of this world.  Then 7 years later, the clouds 

will open, light will break from heaven over the whole earth, and our Savior will 

invade in power, and He will destroy His enemies and establish His kingdom. 

The invisible will become visible at the coming of the Son of Man to take what is 

rightfully His and bring us into the destiny prepared for us from before the 

foundation of the world. 

Heaven will descend to earth. 

As Ironside wrote, 

“The glory of God will be the light, everywhere displayed, and the Lamb 

Himself, the lamp thereof.  The glory of God is the light, and the Lamb is the 

One on whom that glory is centralized.  The glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ is our light even now, a light that has shone into our hearts, and that 

light we will enjoy eternally in the home of the saints.” 

If we can hold on to these truths, meditate on them, pray for the Lord to come – if 

we do these things, we will see the fruit of what James says in Jas. 1:21, 

“Receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your 

souls.” 

Those James wrote to were already saved, already justified.  He’s talking about 

being saved, or delivered, from the things that can overpower our souls; like fears 

and discouragements. 
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And in the meantime, while we wait for the fulfillment of prophesy (as we’re going 

to see later in Isaiah) God has given some incredible promises to sustain us, 

promises that He will honor as we move forward, waiting for His return. 

    ________________ 

For God’s people, the best preparation for times that demand great strength and 

endurance is for them to be weakened.   

The thorn God sent to Paul was to weaken him so he would learn how to depend 

on God’s strength instead of his own. 

This is a simultaneous operation.  When we are too weak in ourselves to fight the 

battles we are in, and as a consequence, have to trust in the Lord to get through, 

God responds and not only expresses His life through us, He also carries us through 

to the end by His power; not ours. 

As we’ve seen before, what we feel is the weakness; but what is happening, 

whether we realize it or not, is that the Lord is doing what He said He would do.  

He is moving in and through us for His glory.  He is securing a vessel emptied of all 

but Christ. 

Now, I want to read some comments by Sparks on what Heb. 12:26 calls the 

shaking of the heavens and the earth.  This has begun in the world and we’re now 

nearing the pinnacle or culmination of that shaking as it’s applied to the heavens – 

to the Church.  The shaking of the earth will find it’s completion in the Tribulation. 

“There is a great crisis shaking by which the kingdom will be brought in fully, 

and that shaking has two aspects. There is a spiritual shaking; everything 

which, although thought to represent God, but which nevertheless is just 

tied up with this earth, will find itself shaken to its very foundations  

and will crash. A terrific spiritual shaking is taking place.  Of course, there is a 

sense in which that is always going on, but the thing is going to intensify 

towards a crisis. Things are all going to come into the realm of spiritual 

judgment and a spiritual shaking is going to take place, so that the things 

which cannot be shaken shall remain. It must be. Now then, that means of 

course, that if there is going to be an abiding, it must be spiritual. It must be 

heavenly and eternal. It must not have its roots in this earth, its life in this 

world. But there is the other aspect. There is going to be a literal cosmic 



5 
 

shaking. You remember that Peter has something to say about this. “The 

heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 

fervent heat” (2 Pet. 3:12). I think such words as those have become very 

much more intelligible lately — the very elements on fire, fervent heat, 

cosmic heat, and all these things shall be dissolved. Something like that is 

going to happen. Fire is going to purge this earth, this world, and all these 

things shall be dissolved.  We see how fast the world is hastening toward 

this time.  But Sonship withstands the fervent heat, it withstands the 

shaking, it does not belong to what can be destroyed. It is from eternity to 

eternity, and in the age to come, it will be that which has the timeless life in 

it.” 

Very often we are tempted to give up, but by God’s grace, He continually upholds 

us.   

And we end up surprised almost every day that we’re still here spiritually – 

still moving forward, when we should have been defeated a thousand times.  

That’s the power of the resurrection Life of Christ at work in us.  

A large number of Christians want optimism about their future on earth, whereas 

the remnant’s optimism (which is based in spiritual reality) and is far more 

enduring, and has nothing to do with earth, because their hearts are set on things 

above, not on things below. 

Again, from Spark’s take on this; 

“So, the final appeal is here: “Therefore let us also, seeing we are 

compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight, 

and the sin which doth so easily beset us” (Heb. 12:1). “Lay aside every 

weight” — what is that? Well, what hinders us from accepting what we are 

saying now? We have some interests here in this life, interests on this earth, 

some natural interests. We may not be realizing our ambitions, the Lord may 

not be giving us the things that we want, and because things are not going 

as we want them or think they should go, and other people get what we do 

not get, we feel deprived of certain things. These things are weights; weights 

of natural interest, of worldly concern, not immorality, but just our life on 

this earth, what a big thing it is, what it means to us in so many ways; they 

are the weights. We are in the course of something very great, it is the 
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whole thought of God; we are called unto that. The Lord’s dealings with us 

now are related to that, and this present phase is a very vital part of the 

eternal intention of the Lord.” 

It's imperative to hold onto an eternal perspective, to keep always before us the 

“eternal intention of the Lord”. 

We have to consider what matters most. 

That which is seen is temporal; that which is not seen is eternal.  The kingdoms of 

the earth may be shaken, as well as the kingdom of religious Christendom, but we 

have a kingdom that cannot be shaken. 

And as we live and move in that kingdom; in other words, if we abide in the King, 

we will experience the sustaining power of the indissoluble resurrection Life of 

Christ in us. 

Here’s just one example of an eternal perspective – something that is both real 

and absolutely guaranteed for all of us.  And something to look forward to. 

Following Christ’s resurrection, He spent forty days with His disciples.  During that 

time, He ate with them, walked beside two of them on the road to Emmaus, 

appeared to them in the upper room, and Thomas was allowed to touch His hands 

and His side. 

We’ve always imagined what it would be like to walk through walls, shapeshift and 

still be able to eat fish. 

But that’s not what’s going to happen. 

One of those disciples spending time with Jesus after His resurrection was John.  

And what happened when John saw the Lord after His ascension? 

(Rev. 1:12,17) “Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me . . . And 

when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, 

saying to me, “Do not be afraid . . . “ 

Here’s what John saw that dropped him to the ground. 

(Rev. 1:13-16) “in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of 

Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest 

with a golden band. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as 
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snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine brass, as if 

refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; He had in 

His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, 

and His countenance was like the sun shining in its (full) strength.” 

John tried to write down what he could only describe in symbolic language.  It was 

beyond anything he’d ever seen or imagined.   

Try telling other believers that Jesus is no longer a Jew.  

“For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed 

to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many 

brethren (Romans 8:28) 

“For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek . . . there is neither male nor female; 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:27-28) 

In 1 Cor. 15:45-47, Paul explains that in His life on earth, Jesus was the “last 

Adam”.  When He died, He died as Representative of the Adam’s race – and ended 

that humanity.   

But in His resurrection, Christ was “the Second Man”; the firstborn of a new, non-

Adamic race of humanity that was neither Jew nor Gentile; Christ was the architect 

and firstborn of the new creation, a new species of humanity, of which we become 

members when we are recreated in the image of Christ. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old things passed 

away; behold, new things have come.” (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

In the Greek, the word “new” in this passage doesn’t refer to something that is just 

improved or perfected.  It refers to something that is new in type or kind; 

something that has literally never existed before. 

When Christ returns for us, and we are taken up to be with Him forever, our bodies 

are not going to be like His resurrection body, but like His glorified body.   

(Phil. 3:21a) “(He) will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to 

His glorious body.” 
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None of our bodies will match the glory of His body, but to whatever degree Christ 

has been formed in us, we will have bodies expressing that glory in eternity.   

This is what all who belong to Christ will experience in the rapture.  Each of us will 

have a spiritual body conformed to the glorified body of Christ, and the light of 

Christ formed in us will explode from us. 

(1 Cor. 15:40-44) “There are celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; but the 

glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There 

is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the 

stars; for one star differs from another star in glory.  So also, is the 

resurrection (the rapture) . . . The body is sown in corruption; it is raised in 

incorruption. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in 

weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 

spiritual body.” 

There has never been any race of beings like this before.  It’s a humanity, but 

unlike any we could imagine. 

For now, we wait for these things to be fully realized, in the center of this final 

shaking of the heavens and the earth, the Lord has made very definite assurances 

to us, which we’re going to look at in a few minutes in Isa. 40-45.   

We’ll see God’s commitment to the remnant at the end of this age. 

Before we go to Isaiah, we need to clearly see the purpose of the shaking that has 

begun in this world. 

The Lord is distinguishing that which can be shaken from that which cannot be 

shaken.   

Since it’s been nearly a year since we touched on this, in the context of what we 

are studying tonight, we need to briefly look at the principle of the remnant in the 

Bible.   

When Paul explains the rapture to the Thessalonians in 1 Thess. 4:17, uses a word 

that is normally translated as a phrase, “alive and remain”. 
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Here’s the verse, “. . . we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus, we 

shall always be with the Lord.” 

The word Paul uses should be translated “the surviving ones”; there’s no 

conjunction (‘and’).  Here’s a quick overview of this concept based on the use of 

the Hebrew counterparts in the Old Testament:  

• Survivors of a catastrophe (as Lot survived Sodom). 

• A group of non-Israelite survivors ("The remnant of Edom," Amos 9:12). 

• Israelite survivors of the Assyrian invasion in 721-718 BC. 

• Jewish survivors of the Babylonian invasion in 585 BC. 

• The remnant of Jews who returned to Judah from Babylon. 

• The remainder of physical Israelites and Jews after the Great Tribulation. 

There is a pattern in the Holy Spirit’s use of the concept this word represents: It 

refers to a small number of people who survive a catastrophic event.  As Isaiah put 

it, 

 “Except the Lord of Hosts had left unto us a very small remnant,  

 we should have been like Sodom and we should have been like 

 unto Gomorrah.”  (Isaiah 1:9).   

It’s always a small number among a larger population.   

As we near the end of this age and the coming of our Lord, the rapture secures our 

deliverance. 

The surviving ones will be “caught up to meet the Lord in the air”.   

So, here’s the picture. 

The rapture will be the ultimate deliverance of God’s faithful remnant, pulling 

them out of this world into the arms of their Father.   

I want to use some comments from this writing to show an angle to this that we 

might not have thought about. 

“The New Testament is comprised of twenty-seven books, and most of them 

were written to combat some effort to destroy what had come in with Jesus 

Christ . . . It is an atmosphere of conflict. The chief point of attack in this 
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comprehensive or universal effort has always been, and still is, the measure 

of Jesus Christ, the measure of Christ. The enemy forces say: "We must, in 

the first place, keep Him out altogether, give Him no foothold." That is the 

battle of the ages and of the nations. As soon as you bring Jesus Christ into a 

vicinity, trouble arises, conflict begins. You must keep Him out. The plan is 

not only to drive Him out, but to subvert those who are His embodiment 

here. The plan is to subvert, to deceive, to turn aside, to bring in false 

teaching, false Christian ideologies, that which is not essentially Christ.  

There are many things which are being imposed upon Christianity with good 

intentions, but they are not the essence of Christ. That is the point of attack. 

The attack is in some way either to prevent, to force out, or to limit the 

measure of Christ.  Being fully committed to seeing the increase of Christ in 

a world, and often a Church, that opposes or limits that increase, is fraught 

with conflict . . . So often we are in weariness, tiredness, discouragement, 

confusion, disappointment. The enemy's plan is to take the initiative out of 

us, and we are inclined to sink down; and then again and again in our 

spiritual history, we have to gird up the loins of our mind and say:  

"No, this will not do!  I will not stand for this!” That is the test of everything: 

the increase of Jesus Christ. And the universal challenge is on that.” 

Now, we’ll go to Isaiah.   

As we move forward in this life seeking to glorify the Lord in the final days of this 

age, the primary resistance we will encounter will be to get us to back away from 

defending the rights of Christ, the true heir and sovereign of Creation, to reign 

over the works of His hands. 

So, it’s important to be reminded of the commitment God has made to us. 

These sections of Isaiah make that commitment clear and can give us hope in a 

world that is fast losing hope, as history winds down. 

I’m going to be using some insights from F.C. Jennings work on Isaiah. I’ll quote a 

brief intro by him to each of the passages I’ve chosen. 

Regarding the first section we’ll look at (Isa. 40:9-11), he wrote, 
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“Jehovah comes; not as once in utter weakness, but with a strong Arm to establish 

a rule that shall right earth’s wrongs, heal all her wounds, and bring her peace 

forever. . . He is bringing reward with Him for that faithful remnant of Israel, and 

retribution for their enemies.” 

(Isa. 40:9-11) “O Zion, you who bring good tidings,  

Get up into the high mountain; 

O Jerusalem, you who bring good tidings, 

Lift up your voice with strength, 

Lift it up, be not afraid; 

Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 

Behold, the Lord God shall come with a strong hand, 

And His arm shall rule for Him; 

Behold, His reward is with Him, 

And His work before Him. 

He will feed His flock like a shepherd; 

He will gather the lambs with His arm, 

And carry them in His bosom, 

And gently lead those who are with young.” 

 

For Isa. 40:28-31 Jennings writes, “Jehovah turns again to Jacob, who is now Israel, 

for the nation’s thigh has been touched in that great tribulation, and now, hanging 

helplessly on Him who smote, the nation follows in the prophetic path of its sire, 

and is a ‘prince with God’ (Israel).  “ 

 

(Isa. 40:28-31) “The Creator of the ends of the earth, 

Neither faints nor is weary. 

His understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the weak, 

And to those who have no might He increases strength. 

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 

And the young men shall utterly fall, 

But those who wait on the Lord 

Shall renew their strength; 

They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
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They shall run and not be weary, 

They shall walk and not faint.” 

 

For Isa. 41:8-13, “This opens with three (phrases), as if giving divine mark to them, 

used to express ever-intensifying affection, ‘My servant,’ ‘My chosen,’ My friend.’  

How precious to us as well as to Israel is that possessive pronoun ‘My!’.  Is it not of 

infinite comfort that we each can say, ‘I belong to Him; I have cost Him dearly; He 

will never fail to take care of (me) . . . What is true of Israel, is true of us each as in 

Christ.  We each can say, ‘I am His chosen’ for did He not say to those 

representative disciples, ‘I have chosen you’ (John 15:16)? And in that same 

discourse, did He not say, ‘I have loved you, as my friends’? 

 

(Isa. 41:8-13) “But, Israel, you are My servant, 

Jacob, whom I have chosen . . . You are My servant, 

I have chosen you and have not cast you away: 

Fear not, for I am with you; 

Be not dismayed, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you, 

Yes, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with My righteous right hand. 

Behold, all those who were incensed against you 

Shall be ashamed and disgraced; 

They shall be as nothing, 

And those who strive with you shall perish. 

You shall seek them and not find them— 

Those who contended with you. 

Those who war against you 

Shall be as nothing, 

For I, the Lord your God, will hold your right hand, 

Saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid, I will help you.’ 

 

For (Isa. 43:1-4) “We too have some knowledge of what it means to pass through 

deep waters, so swift and deep that oftentimes faith finds no footing and has to 

float on these promises, and we know too something (all too little, for some are ‘of 

little faith’ in the hour of trial) of His being with us.” 
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“But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, 

And He who formed you, O Israel: 

“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by your name; you are Mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. 

When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, 

Nor shall the flame scorch you. 

For I am the Lord your God, 

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 

Since you were precious in My sight, 

You have been honored, 

And I have loved you.” 

 

Finally, for Isa. 44:21-23, he writes, “To us poor straying ones, as we so often are; 

we have learned something of His sufficiency and faithful love, as one of our poets 

sings: ‘Through life, death, through sorrow, aye, through sinning, Christ shall 

suffice me, yea, He hath sufficed; Christ is the end, as Christ was the beginning, 

Christ the beginning, and the end is Christ.” 

 

“Remember these, O Jacob, 

And Israel, for you are My servant; 

I have formed you; you are My servant; 

O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me! 

I have blotted out, like a thick cloud, your transgressions, 

And like a cloud, your sins. 

Sing, O heavens, for the Lord has done it! 

Shout, you lower parts of the earth; 

Break forth into singing, you mountains, 

O forest, and every tree in it! 

For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, 

And glorified Himself in Israel.” 
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God has promised these things.  We don’t always see them; we don’t always 

experience what we often imagine should happen.  But there is never a moment in 

our lives when God has departed from us. 

I will close with some comments by Sparks that show us one of the ways we are 

genuinely experiencing His support without even realizing it. 

“We know in our own hearts how we sometimes become compassed by 

death, how we almost fear for our own faith at times, wondering if we shall 

spiritually survive, but we have gone on, we don’t know how, but here we 

are - still going on. It’s that working of "the exceeding greatness of His power 

to usward who (keep on believing)” (Eph. 1:19). It’s not our endurance; it is 

the power of His resurrection. That is the testimony. The story is not to be 

read openly; it will one day be read to His glory.  What you and I go through 

in secret in this way, is not known generally to others, those dark and 

terrible hours and days, weeks, months and years when we wonder if we are 

going to come out of this (seeming defeat). It is a story hidden, everyone 

knows their own dark hours in the spiritual life and in other ways too. We 

begin on resurrection, we go on in resurrection, and we shall end on 

resurrection - that is the testimony.”  

So, just when we are convinced that we have no chance of winning this fight we’re 

in, we find ourselves in a new day, and sometimes it dawns on us that we have not 

capitulated to the death that was trying to swallow us. 

We shouldn’t have survived; things were too hard; they were beyond us.  But here 

we are.  We haven’t gone back to the world; we haven’t turned aside to find a 

release from this conflict in a stagnant, comfortable Christianity. 

We don’t know how, but somehow, we still want to grow and understand and be 

faithful in spite of our awareness of our failings.  

This is the secret working of the power of Christ’s resurrection Life in us.   

We may be delivered unto death daily, but whether we see it or not, whether we 

feel it or not, Life is at work in us and because of that, Life is at work in those 

around us. 

We live in the power of the resurrection by living in the light of eternity. 


