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6/10/21 Getting on the Same Page 

As I said last week, we’re going into discussion mode this week.  The format is a 

“True/False” quiz designed to completely humiliate those who took this test last 

year but don’t remember the answers . . . 

But also, to introduce some important concepts to those who weren’t with 

us a year ago and mainly to make sure we are all on the same page. 

So, I’m going make several brief statements and I want you to tell me whether the 

statements are true or false, and what Biblical principles you would use to support 

your decision.   

Watch the wording carefully, because in some cases that makes all the difference 

in whether it’s true or not.   

Finally, these are meant to be little tricky just for the fun of it; but there are some 

important principles involved in these statements which we will look at as we go 

through them. 

1) Jesus never healed anyone (TRUE) 

Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The words 

that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that lives in me, 

he does the works. (John 14:10) 

Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come 

to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you 

say, 'Show us the Father '?  (John 14:9) 

The reason this is so important to understand is that Jesus also said, “As the Father 

sent Me, so send I you.” (John 20:21) 

If we think even for a second that what we do for Jesus has any value at all, we 

don’t know what it means to be a Christian.  The only thing that has eternal value is 

that which comes from Him through us, not from us for Him.  It’s crucial that we 

know the difference. 

Here’s one author’s explanation of this: 
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“What am I? I am a thinking, reasoning, feeling, choosing, judging, talking 

creature. I am all that, and much more, and (in union with Christ at the 

cross) I have died, and when I am dead my thinking stops, my reasoning 

stops, my arguing stops, my judging stops.  It all stopped when I died. In the 

sum total of our natural functioning and activity in the death of Christ God 

sees the end of us. In the resurrection of the Lord Jesus God sees only Christ 

thinking, reasoning, judging, choosing, and talking.  “It is no longer I but 

Christ”, since I have been crucified with Christ. I can no longer talk: if I do, so 

far as God’s eternal purpose is concerned it does not count for anything. It is 

only what the Spirit of God’s Son in me says through me that touches God’s 

eternal purpose.  

“Therefore, those who are going to serve God in relation to His fullest 

thought have got to be the most crucified people in God’s universe. All 

natural ambitions to do anything, to be anything, to say anything will have 

been (crucified), and it will simply be by the Spirit, and by the Spirit alone, 

that anything can be said or done that counts. When this work (of working 

the cross into our lives) is done to any degree of depth, those concerned 

have a longing not to do anything and not to speak anything unless the Lord, 

Himself, is going to do it and say it.” 

Christ lived as the perfect Man, showing us that He was fully dependent on the 

Father for every word and every action He took.  Our relationship to Christ as Head 

of the Church is to be the same relationship that He had with the Father – 

complete, unquestioning dependence in everything. 

In this next one, before I give you the True/False statement, I want to read a 

couple of passages to set the stage:  

God will repay each person according to the works they have done. To those 

who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, He will 

give eternal life. (Romans 2:6-7) 

You see then that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

(James 2:24) 

Now, keeping these verses in mind, here’s our third statement: 

2) Salvation is by faith plus works, it is not by “faith alone” (FALSE) 
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If it’s false (and it is) then how do you explain the passages I just read? 

Romans 2 is Paul’s explanation of the way JUSTICE works – God repays according 

to works –that’s justice (we’ll be going into more detail in Romans 2 when we get 

there in our regular study). 

In Romans 3 Paul will explain that the standard of works necessary is perfection 

and no one will ever be justified by what they do.  Only by receiving the gift of 

Christ’s own righteousness can we present to God that which is acceptable to Him.    

We ARE justified by works – the works, the righteousness, of Christ. 

James on the other hand is dealing, not with the salvation of the lost, but with the 

condition or health of a Christian’s faith.   

He’s writing to Christians and challenging them as to whether their faith is weak or 

strong.  “Works” can be an evidence or justification that a Christian’s faith is active 

rather than passive, healthy rather than anemic. 

In both cases (Romans and James) the key to interpretation, as it is everywhere, is 

the spiritual condition of the audience, the author’s intent and the context.   

That’s why this question is so important – not only for content, but to show the 

extreme value of interpreting within the context of the passage. 

Now, let’s look at some verses that show salvation to be by faith alone: 

We know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith 

in Jesus Christ. So, we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be 

justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the 

works of the law no one will be justified. (Galatians 2:16) 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. 

(Ephesians 2:8-9) 

3)  The terms “The Christ” and “The Church” are sometimes used as synonyms. 

(TRUE) 
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Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest, and asked for letters from him to the 

synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both 

men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. As he was 

traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a 

light from heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground and heard a 

voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” And he said, 

“Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.” 

(Acts 9:1-5) 

However, when Jehovah addressed those persecuting the Jews in the Old 

Testament, He says in Exodus 9:1: 

Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, "Let My people go”! 

Also, track with me on these passages in Acts: 

First, Acts 5:14; And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, 

multitudes of both men and women. 

Compare that with Acts 2:47 

The Lord added to the church daily, those being saved. 

And in 1 Cor. 12:12 Paul calls the church, “The Christ”, 

For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the 

members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 

The Church is Christ in corporate expression through His many-membered body. 

As this author puts it, 

“It is the measure of Christ formed in us that constitutes the church, the one 

Christ by the one Spirit in all those in whom He dwells.  That is the church.  

Christ as Head, the church as His body – Head and body as the new creation 

make up the one New Man of Ephesians 2:15.  Christ and those joined to 

Him constitute an entirely new species of humanity unknown and 

unrevealed until the resurrection of Christ.” 

This is the heart of all New Testament teaching.  If we don’t understand this, it 

doesn’t make much difference what we do understand. 
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If we can’t see ourselves as vitally joined to Christ, our entire lives as believers will 

be religious instead of relational. 

4) To determine whether a person claiming to be a Christian is actually saved, 

we can look at their lifestyle – where there is no fruit, there is no salvation because 

“you shall know them by their fruits”. (False) 

This is one of the false teachings of Reformed Theology, also known as Calvinism. 

We will only look at a couple of sections of Scripture to show why this “lifestyle 

observation” approach to salvation is false.  First, we’ll look at some believers with 

lifestyles so bad that God took them home. 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the 

cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and 

drinks judgment on himself. That is why many of you are weak and ill, and 

some have died. But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 

(1 Cor. 11:27-31) 

Now let’s look at some unbelievers with apparently awesome lifestyles.  

Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but only he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say 

to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in 

Your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell 

them plainly, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you workers of 

lawlessness!’ (Matt. 7:21-23) 

So, how could we look at these two groups and know who is saved?   

The church-goers that were using communion as an opportunity to get drunk or 

the church-goers that were prophesying, confronting the enemy and healing the 

sick? 

So, deciding whether a person is saved or not is not our responsibility.  We 

minister to them as God leads, not as we in our finite understanding determine. 
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5) When Jesus’ disciples asked Him about the signs of His return, in Matthew 

24:33, after listing several of the signs, He replied, “When you see these things 

come to pass, know that (the Son of Man) is near; right at the door”.   

Since we see many of these signs developing around us at this time in history, can 

we conclude that He is “at the door”? 

Answer: “Yes” and “No” 

We can come to that conclusion, but not because we see many of the signs around 

us. 

I left out a key word in Matt. 24:33 and didn’t read on into vs. 34. 

Here’s how Matt. 24:33 actually reads: 

When you see all these things come to pass, know that (the Son of Man) is 

near; right at the door. 

Since Jesus would never try to confuse those who asked Him such a specific 

question, He was very careful to make sure they knew that seeing “some” of the 

signs happen would not be enough to know for sure.  It would have to be all of the 

signs He gave them converging in one generation. 

“Convergence” is the key to interpretating our time in history.  

That has never happened, until this generation. 

Now, here’s the full context of this identifier; Matt. 24:32-34; 

Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its branch becomes tender 

and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, you, when 

you see all these things come to pass, know that he is near, right at the 

door. I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things take place. 

The fig tree is an Old Testament reference to Israel, which “put forth it’s leaves” on 

May 14, 1948 when, as Isa. 66:8 states it, “Can a nation be born in day?”.  Yes, it 

can – if God’s doing it. 

This was the “sign” that signaled the beginning of the clock ticking on the final 

generation before the return of Christ. 
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Israel has always been the key to God’s prophetic timeline. 

The generation that would see the rebirth of Israel would be the generation that 

would also see the return of Christ. 

The rest of the signs our Lord gave, as well as those given in the epistles related to 

the Church, simply allow us to better clarify how close we are within the context of 

this generation – so that, as Paul said, “That day will not overtake us as a thief in 

the night” as it will the rest of the world. 

    ______________________   

The last two questions are essay questions, not True/False. 

We did a couple of studies on what the Bible calls, “The Day of Visitation”.  

Throughout the Old Testament, this phrase is used for God breaking into history to 

accomplish a specific purpose based on the spiritual condition of His people.   

6) This term has a two-fold meaning; what is it? 

I’ll quote from a PDF I was sent on this: 

To those who are not prepared - those who are in a state of apostasy or 

have defected from the Lord - then it’s a time of judgment. . . To those who 

have been following the Lord, and not that any of us are perfect, but we 

have a heart open to the Lord and are in submission to Him, it will be time of 

visitation of blessing and deliverance. It is blessing and vindication to those 

who are walking with the Lord. It is like a two-edged sword. The day of 

visitation is when God breaks into history, (and) depending on where (we) 

are (spiritually), will determine how that day of visitation will affect any 

individual or any church. 

 

We spent some time a few weeks ago in Isaiah showing the incredible promises of 

God for His remnant – their protection, guidance and ultimate deliverance. 

For those who make up God’s end-time remnant, this deliverance would be the 

rapture.  It’s the deliverance of God’s remnant in a time, when as Jesus said in 

Matt. 24:9 “. . . you will be hated by all nations for My Name.” 

7) (Heb. 12:26) “I will once more shake not only earth, but also heaven.” 
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What are these two shakings referring to and what is their purpose? 

Here’s a brief summary statement of the answer to these questions: 

“The shaking was to be in two parts, an earlier and a latter; an entirely 

earthly, and an earthly and heavenly combined. The effect of the shaking, 

and, indeed, the purpose of it, would be to test everything as to abiding 

values.” 

The ‘earthly shaking’ of Judaism took place in 70 A.D. when God destroyed the 

temple and scattered the Jews throughout the earth. 

God no longer wanted an earthly religion and was moving those who believed in 

Him away from a temple on earth to union with Christ in heaven.  The physical was 

giving way to what the physical was only mean to represent – the heavenly and 

spiritual reality of Christ in ascension. 

The only thing that remained after that first, earthly shaking, were those who had 

moved on with the Lord into the true nature of spiritual life in Christ. 

The same will be true of the shaking we are in now.  As Sparks puts it;  

“God is shaking the Church in a way unparalleled, so that the framework and 

organized structure of things Christian is totally suspended, and only that 

which is the true knowledge of Himself and the real measure of Christ will 

remain”. 

The Lord is removing the outward so that only that which is inward, worked into 

the core of our being, is formed in us.  The destructible is giving way to the 

indestructible. 

Our lives in Christ must be real, not imitation, not religion.  It’s no longer about 

buildings, rock bands and programs – what the Lord is after, and will have in a 

remnant, is personal, organic, inward spiritual reality (as we saw in Romans last 

week).  Nothing else will be able to endure the shaking this world and the Church 

are in. 

    ________________________________  
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All of the things we’ve looked at tonight are important to understand and to have 

firmly fixed in our minds as we move forward.   

If we stay awake and alert to what’s happening in the world and in the church, we 

are going to see incredible things happen, both in our lives and in the Body of 

Christ globally as God consummates the Church Age, judges the Antichrist kingdom 

in the tribulation, and brings in the millennial reign of His Son. 

    _______________________________ 

 

To close our discussion, I want to give you the opportunity to share anything else 

you like to add, as we wrap up. 


