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6,16,22 Rev. 15 & 16, The Final Expression of the Wrath of God. 

We’re going to begin our study tonight with a discussion of the videos I sent out by 

John MacArthur and Mike Adams; and I want to begin with some comments on 

MacArthur’s message.   

He builds a Biblical case for America currently being under God’s judgment.  Also, 

as he stated in his message - this judgment is irreversible.  The implication is that 

all the Christians in our nation who belong to the “take our country back” 

movement can’t see the reality of this time in history as related to the judgment of 

our nation.  Nothing they are doing is going have any effect on reversing God’s 

decision to destroy America.   

At the end of his message, MacArthur says that when God judges the nation, He 

will spare all those who belong to Him.  This is MacArthur’s reformed theology grid 

messing things up.  God will spare those who follow Him; He will not spare those 

who do not follow Him just because they belong to Him.  When God judged Israel, 

it wasn’t only the unsaved who were killed; the saved died too if they joined forces 

with the false prophets - in our day this would be “false teachers”; 

(2 Pet. 2:1) “There arose false prophets also among the people, as among 

you also there shall be false teachers.” 

The Old Testament is filled with examples of God judging His people when they 

followed these prophets.  I’ll just give one example for sake of time.  These are 

selected verses from Jer. 2; 

“Moreover, the word of the Lord came to me, saying, Go and cry in the 

hearing of Jerusalem, saying, thus says the Lord: I remember you, the 

kindness of your youth, the love of your betrothal, when you went after Me 

in the wilderness, in a land not sown. Israel was holiness to the Lord, the first 

fruits of His increase.  But My people have changed their Glory for what 

does not profit. Be astonished, O heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid; for 

My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain 

of living waters, and built broken cisterns that can hold no water. The young 

lions roared at him, and growled; they made his land waste; his cities are 

burned, without inhabitant. Have you not brought this on yourself; in that 

you have forsaken the Lord your God?” 
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So, with America, God will spare the faithful believers and judge the carnal 

believers.  As Heb. 10:30-31 reminds us; “The Lord will judge His people. It is a 

fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God”.   

This is also Paul’s point in 1 Cor. 10:1-11 when he points out that in the Old 

Testament, God judged His people in the Exodus generation.   

“I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, 

all passed through the sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in 

the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. 

For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was 

Christ. But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies 

were scattered in the wilderness.  Now these things became our examples, 

to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. And 

do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, ‘The people 

sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.’ Nor let us commit sexual 

immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 

nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed 

by serpents; nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were 

destroyed by the destroyer. Now all these things happened to them as 

examples, and they were written as a warning to us, upon whom the ends of 

the ages have come.” 

So, I want to briefly discuss how the Lord deals with individuals, cultures and 

nations in terms of judgment, when each of these groups move into rebellion 

against God.  The principle is the same with each category, but the judgments are 

different.   

First, here’s the guiding principle of God’s judgments in all three instances. God 

gradually increases the intensity of each judgement so that each one may serve as 

a warning.  God’s goal is not simply to judge, but to warn and provide time for the 

recipient of these disciplines to repent.  So, after each judgment, if the person 

does not heed the warning, God brings the next judgment.   

Now, let’s look at the specifics of these disciplinary actions in each of the three 

categories I mentioned earlier.  We’ll start with the individual. 

(1 Cor. 11:30-31), “For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and 

many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged”.   
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The Lord begins with weakness, and if there’s no response He moves to sickness.  If 

there’s still no response, the Lord may take the carnal believer home prematurely. 

Paul deals with this same principle related to cultures in Rom. 1:21-32.  We’ll call 

these the internal judgments of an apostate culture. The MacArthur message 

documents their progression and explains them. 

Finally, in the case of nations which claim the Lord as their God and then move into 

rebellion against Him, He begins with what we’ll call external judgments, which are 

shown to us in Lev. 26:14-39; 

1st; Fear, pestilence, decline of agricultural prosperity, loss of personal 

freedoms, and rulers who destroy rather than heal (14-17) 

2nd; Economic recession leading to economic collapse (18-20) 

3rd; Violence, animal attacks and the cessation of travel and destruction of 

commerce (21-22) 

4th; Increasingly deadly pestilences, military conquest and foreign 

occupation (23-26) The article and interview at Natural News gave a possible 

scenario for this judgment.  I didn’t share it because I’m convinced, but 

because it’s a perfect, contemporary example of what must eventually 

happen.  Personally, I’m hoping this is something that happens during the 

Tribulation.   

5th; Complete destruction of the nation (27-39) 

Any of that sound familiar?  When you combine the cultural judgments and the 

national judgments, it’s obvious that this country is being judged according to the 

pattern God has always used.  Culturally, we are seeing complete irrationality; the 

loss of “functioning minds”.  For example, according to the geniuses of our 

country, there are 72 different genders (Google it).  This insanity is the last phase 

of cultural judgment shown in Rom. 1:28. The other side of the equation, which we 

saw in Lev. 26, places us at the stage of the increased dismantling of our economy 

and growing threat of foreign invasion.  When you place the Romans and Leviticus 

judgments side by side, we can easily identify the stage of God’s overall judgment 

we are currently in. 

If the Lord does not come soon, we better start learning how to speak Chinese (but 

there’s no language called “Chinese” - it’s either Mandarin or Cantonese or a 

plethora of dialects depending on where you live).  Ok, end of update. 
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_________________ 

 

Now, lets move into Rev. 15.  Besides the judgments we’ll see in these chapters, 

the main theme is “finality”.  This is presented to us in 15:1; 

“I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the 

seven last plagues—last, because with them God’s wrath is completed.” 

Here is a short description of this by Walter Scott,  

“The reason is given as to why these seven plagues are the last.  For therein 

the wrath of God is exhausted, that is, His providential dealing in judgement 

with a wicked and apostate scene.  The wrath of God is finished in the bowl 

judgments.” 

So, we’re nearing the end of the Tribulation and the bowl judgments are God’s 

final judgments on the world; and they are the most severe of all the judgments 

that have happened. 

At the place we’ve come to in Revelation, rebellion and open antagonism toward 

God will reach its zenith in human history; but we should never become arrogant 

and self-complacent as we study the doom of a rebellious civilization.  Every one of 

us has the potential to rebel. 

It’s just too easy for Christians to point their self-righteous fingers at a world in 

rebellion against God instead of admitting, as Paul wrote in Rom. 7:18, in our flesh, 

we are no better than they are. 

Our purpose as related to the lost is not to judge them, but to offer them the same 

forgiveness we’ve received.   

But at the same time, as we grow in Christ, we are gaining a godly sense of justice.  

We grow to hate the flesh within and have a deepened sense of gratitude for our 

salvation, and we can experience righteous indignation against the hatred of God 

that characterizes a world in rebellion. 

In other words, without coming from a position of superiority, we can genuinely 

rejoice the judgments of Rev. 15 & 16, just as those in heaven do. 

Now, let’s look at vs’s 2-4 in chapter 15; 
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“And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing with fire and, standing 

beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and its image 

and over the number of its name. They held harps given them by God and 

sang the song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb. 

Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are 

your ways, King of the nations.  Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory 

to your name?  For you alone are holy.  All nations will come and worship 

before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

We’ve seen in other passages that the “sea” represents humanity, but unlike the 

restless and roaring sea of earth’s inhabitants (which we looked in Rev. 13:12), this 

sea is as smooth and calm as glass.   

There were differing views on why the sea of glass is glowing with fire.  This 

position by Scott is where I landed, 

“Here the sea is mingled with fire, evidently referring to the fiery 

persecution under the Beast.  It was through martyrdom that they gained 

victory over the Beast and now sing the victory song of Moses.” 

And there is a very specific reason the "Song of Moses" is the choice of God’s 

people in this place of victory and rest. 

Ex. 15, where this song was first sung, and Rev. 15, contain the first and last songs 

recorded in Scripture; and both are Jewish praise songs.  They are responses of joy 

for God’s deliverance of His people, first from Pharaoh and now from the Beast. 

Because of the consistent singing, rejoicing and praising we see in heaven in this 

time of judgment, I want to re-emphasize an important reality at this point.  The 

following is from a book by Harry Ironside who commented on the observations of 

Joseph Cook; 

"Joseph Cook tells how on one occasion a gentleman, in conversation with a 

pastor, was objecting to the prayers of judgment in the Psalms because they 

did not seem to fit with the spirit of Christianity.  At the time of this 

conversation the Civil War was just beginning.  As they talked together a 

newspaper was brought in, and the pastor read, 'The Federal Army is 

marching upon Richmond.'  'Good', exclaimed the other: 'I hope they 

destroy it.'  'That,' said the pastor, 'is a psalm of judgment.'  The point is that 

it is thoroughly in keeping with God's mind to desire the triumph of 
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righteousness and the overthrow of evil. God's glory is at stake; His 

righteousness demands the punishment of iniquity, both in this world and in 

that which is to come.  He does not apologize for dealing this way with 

unrighteousness, nor do His servants need to apologize for Him."  

As we’ve seen in previous studies, Rev. chapters 6-19 is the “time of Jacob’s 

trouble”; it’s the completion of the age of Israel, not the age of the Church.  In our 

age of grace, we pray for our enemies, not against them; that they will be saved, 

not that they will be destroyed.  But as we saw when we looked at David’s prayers 

in the Psalms, (as Joseph Cook expressed it), it was “thoroughly in keeping with 

God’s mind” to rejoice in the destruction of God’s enemies during the Tribulation.  

The Tribulation period is not part of the Age of Grace we are living in. 

One last comment on this.  I mentioned that in heaven these saints are at rest.  I 

want you to think about what this author says about this issue of rest, but in this 

case, as it relates to us now; 

“We Christians are being constantly confronted with and challenged by our 

Christianity. Many of us have not really entered into what our Christianity 

can be. What do I mean? Well, for one thing, the door into true Christianity 

is the door of rest, the rest of faith; ‘Come unto Me... and I will give you 

rest.’ There is something that we have to hear, to detect, in the statement – 

‘There remains therefore a sabbath rest for the people of God’ (Heb. 4:9). 

You will not think me too elementary, for you know in your heart, as well as I 

do in mine, that this matter of heart rest, the rest of faith, is a challenging 

question continually, it is coming up all the time. One of the things which is 

lacking in so many of us is this rest, or, to put it the other way, the things 

which characterize us so much are fret, anxiety, uncertainty, and all those 

things which are just the opposite of calm assurance, quiet confidence, the 

spirit and attitude and atmosphere which says all the time, ‘Don't worry, 

don't fret, it is all right.’ One thing our enemy is always trying to do is to 

disturb that, destroy that, rob us of that, churn us up, fret us, drive us, 

harass us, anything to rob us of our rest or to prevent us from entering into 

rest. It is the rest of faith, not just the rest of passivity, indifference, and 

carelessness. There is all the difference between carelessness and 

carefreeness. There remains, there is still to be had, there still exists, there is 

still preserved a rest for the people of God.” 
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The heavenly citizens are at rest and not just because their trials have ended, but 

also because they now see God as He is, without any blinders and limitations.  

The goal is to get to where we simply trust Him unconditionally, knowing that that 

is the only true reality that exists – and that anything which puts a question mark 

on the integrity, love and faithfulness of God is unreality.  There’s no rest in 

unreality.  

I read a different article by this same author who said that (quote) “faith is the 

most difficult thing in the world.”  So, he’s not downplaying how hard this is, he’s 

only saying that if we want to have inner rest in this life of outward unrest, at some 

point, we’ll have to decide that God is trustworthy.  

Ok, back to our text; vs’s 5-8   

“After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the 

testimony in heaven was opened. And out of the temple came the seven 

angels having the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and having 

their chests girded with golden bands. Then one of the four living creatures 

gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who 

lives forever and ever. The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of 

God and from His power, and no one was able to enter the temple till the 

seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.” 

Normally, the temple of the tabernacle would be the place where the priests of 

God would minister and serve Him.  But not now.  Since we’re coming to the most 

severe judgments in Revelation, the temple is the source of the final seven 

judgments of earth.  And once again, pouring out these judgments is the 

responsibility of the seven angels who are to complete and finalize the wrath of 

God. 

In Rev. 15:7 we see the “four living ones” again.  We covered their identity in our 

study of Revelation chapter four, so for sake of time I won’t revisit that here, but if 

you’d like me to send you the segment of that study which addressed this, let me 

know. 

Now, in vs. 8 we’re told that “the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of 

God and from his power, and no one could enter the temple . . .” 

The Temple was the place where man met with God; the place where God 

received the incense of prayers and petitions.   
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But at this point in the judgments of God, as one author put it; 

“Intercession was of no avail.  God’s glory was moved to intense action.  

Neither incense nor blood could arrest the coming storm of divine 

judgment.  The temple was given over, not to worship or intercession, but to 

the fiercely burning wrath of God.  Judicial action was then in motion, and 

until the seven angels had competed their allotted work of judgment, God 

was for the time being hidden in the thick darkness of his own glory and 

power in righteous vengeance on the corrupt mass on earth.”  

    _________________  

So, now we can begin to look at the specific judgments themselves.   

There’s a passage in Zeph. 3:8 that predicts this time at the end of God’s 

judgments and helps set the stage for what we’re going to see; 

“’Therefore, wait for Me,’ declares the Lord, ‘(wait) for the day I will stand 

up to testify. I have decided to assemble the nations, to gather the kingdoms 

and to pour out my wrath on them—all my fierce anger.  The whole world 

will be consumed by the fire of my jealous anger.’” 

This, of course, culminates in the battle of Armageddon, which is introduced in 

16:16, but not fully described until the last part of chapter 19. 

The final seven judgments of God, briefly introduced in chapter 16, stretch through 

to the end of chapter 19. 

Let’s look at vs. 1; 

“Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, ‘Go 

and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earth.’” 

As I mentioned before, after thousands of years, the patience of God has come to 

an end.   

The commentaries were all over the map on whether we should take these 

judgments as literal or symbolic. 

Normally, I would lead symbolic, but I didn’t end up there in the case of Rev. 16.  

Here’s why.  When we’re forced to make the decision to interpret something as 

being literal or symbolic, there are a couple of important hermeneutic 

observations we have to keep in mind: 
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1) Do the symbols or descriptions listed point back to passages in the Old 

Testament which involved literal events? 

2) For the symbols in this chapter, does the wording itself provide details that 

give a literal description of the event? 

As we’re going to see, those conditions are met in at least three of the judgments 

listed in Rev. 16; “sores”, “water turning to blood” and “darkness”. 

Those should sound familiar. 

Of the ten plagues that Jehovah brought on Egypt through Moses, three of them 

are included in Rev. 16; sores (or boils), water turning to blood, and darkness; all of 

which were very literal in Exodus.   

But if you tried to apply this to the Dragon in Rev. 12:3 having seven heads and ten 

horns, you’re going to run into trouble if you make this literal. 

And finally, there are numerous passages in Revelation itself that tell us, directly, 

that certain symbols are not to be taken literally.  For example; 

(Rev. 1:15-16) “His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and 

His voice as the sound of many waters; He had in His right hand seven stars.”   

Are the stars literal or symbolic? 

(Rev. 1:20) “The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, 

and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the 

seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven 

churches.” 

So, here are the verses that cover two of these three (the sores and water turned 

to blood); 

(Rev. 16:2-7) “So, the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, 

and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the 

beast and those who worshiped his image.  Then the second angel poured 

out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; and every 

living creature in the sea died. Then the third angel poured out his bowl on 

the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. And I heard the 

angel of the waters saying: ‘You are righteous, O Lord, the One who is and 

who was and who is to be, because You have judged these things. For they 

have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them blood 
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to drink. For it is their just due.’ And I heard another (voice) from the altar 

saying, ‘Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your 

judgments.’” 

The meaning of the 'foul and loathsome sore' is; 

"A bad ulcer; that which produces and draws to it unhealthy fluids, 

discharging these in a highly offensive form." 

And the blood turning to water in the second and third judgments will cause the 

effects we would expect; “Every living creature in the sea died . . . “ 

There is a passage in Malachi that supports taking the next judgment literally also;  

First, here’s our verse in Rev. 16:8-9; 

“Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given 

to him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and 

they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and 

they did not repent and give Him glory.” 

And this is the prophecy in Malachi that talks about a plague of heat which will 

come on the nations in the end times.   

(Mal. 4:1) “’For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the 

arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set 

them ablaze,’ says the Lord of armies, ‘so that it will leave them neither root 

nor branches.’” 

The next judgment is in verses 10 & 11, 

“And the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his 

kingdom became darkened; and they gnawed their tongues because of pain, 

and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pain and their 

sores; and they did not repent of their deeds.” 

You might remember that we saw in our study of the seven letters, that Satan has 

places on earth he operates from.  He’s not omnipresent, so he has to be localized.  

In the first century, Satan’s throne (or base of operation) was Pergamum; 

(Rev. 2:12-17) “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the 

words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. I know where you 

live—where Satan has his throne.” 
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In our generation, there’s debate on this, but the most consistent is Jerusalem.  But 

it’s possible that he could be someplace else now and move to Jerusalem during 

the tribulation. 

Regardless, just knowing this about him adds some degree of reality to all of this.  

A real enemy, with limitations, is stationed in some city on this planet and is 

coordinating all the multifaceted events that are bringing together his global 

empire. 

Since I wanted to be consistent in interpreting these judgments in terms of literal 

vs. symbolic – but also open if the language of the text moves us in a different 

direction.  I looked up the Greek word used for “darkened” in vs. 10. 

The word skoto’o (skuh tah’ o) can be literal, just like what Moses did in Egypt.  It 

can mean, “to darken or cover with darkness”.  But in secular literature of that 

time in history (like Plato or Sophocles who also wrote in Koine Greek), this form of 

darken usually means to darken or blind the mind. 

That’s how it’s used in Eph. 4:18; 

“Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God 

through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their 

heart.” 

It’s also possible that in our passage in Rev. 16, it’s both a darkening of the sky as 

well as an increase of the deception of Satan’s followers. That may be the 

explanation for why we’re reminded of this in vs. 11; 

“. . . and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pain and their 

sores; and they did not repent of their deeds.” 

Repentance appears to be out of the question.  Even though they know God is 

doing this, they would rather hate Him than surrender to Him.   

Our next section introduces the battle of Armageddon. 

(16:12-14) “The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river 

Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings from 

the East. Then I saw three impure spirits that looked like frogs; they came 

out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of 

the mouth of the false prophet. They are demonic spirits that perform signs, 
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and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the 

battle on the great day of God Almighty.” 

The Euphrates is a barrier between and East and West; and it has to be removed in 

preparation for a ground assault. 

So, three frog-like demons lure all the armies of the world to the final battle of this 

age. 

Keep in mind, the bottom-line premise of Satanism is that the followers of Satan 

believe they will defeat the Lord in battle; which is why there is such a feverish 

push to develop genetically engineered super-soldiers.   

These armies in Rev. 16 think they are gathering to defeat the Lord; actually, they 

are being gathered for slaughter (read 19:17-18) 

(Rev. 19:17-18) “And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud 

voice to all the birds flying in midair, ‘Come, gather together for the great 

supper of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and the 

mighty, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, 

great and small.’” 

As Walter Scott words it; 

"At Armageddon the great governmental question of the sovereignty of the 

earth is to be decided in the complete overthrow of the nations, and in the 

establishment of the world kingdom of our God and of His Christ.” 

Then in vs. 17-21 we see the final bowl-judgment and the Lamb of God Himself 

proclaims, "It is finished!” 

 “The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple 

came a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘It is finished!’ Then there came 

flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No 

earthquake like it has ever occurred since mankind has been on earth, so 

tremendous was the quake. The great city split into three parts, and the 

cities of the nations collapsed. God remembered Babylon the Great and 

gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath. Every island 

fled away and the mountains could not be found. From the sky huge 

hailstones, each weighing about a hundred pounds, fell on people. And they 

cursed God on account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so 

terrible.” 
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In vs. 18 we have another earthquake, and the description given in Rev. 16 shows 

the uniqueness of this earthquake; 

 “No earthquake like it has ever occurred since mankind has been on earth.” 

Barnhouse puts it this way; 

“This is not the slip of a geological fault.  It is a mighty phenomenon which 

engages the very bowels of the earth and which causes the whole surface of 

the globe to slide around on its foundation.” 

We can tell from vs. 19 that this last judgment is directed specifically at Babylon.  

Rev. chapters 17 & 18 fill in the details of Babylon’s judgment.  So, we’ll be 

spending more time on Babylon in those chapters.  

However, I came across kind of an overview of Babylon by Walter Scott I want to 

share, because it will help set the stage for what we’ll see next week.  Here’s what 

he wrote; 

“Babylon is a name and word of ominous significance. It is the full-blown 

development of all antichristian elements, of all that is opposed to God.  It’s 

the concentration of all mere human religion.  In guilt Babylon towers over 

all, and hence its judgment is commensurate with its sin.” 

Finally, in 16:21, the last verse of our chapter, we see the re-emergence of “hail”.  

As we saw in chapter 11, "hail" is associated with the storm of God's wrath 

thundering to earth.  If this hailstorm is literal (and the fact that each stone's 

weight is given lends to that interpretation) then the suffering it would cause 

would be incredible.  

I want to close with something a little off-topic.   

When I read through the judgments in Revelation, especially the final judgments, it 

almost makes me empathetic to those going through them.  Not that they don’t 

deserve them, just that humans, no matter how bad, are experiencing 

inconceivable pain.   

When I was thinking about that, it brought Christian suffering to mind and the false 

concept that Christians are not only to avoid pain whenever possible, but that 

when pain does come in, we are to be courageous, strong, and never complain, 

etc.   
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And that’s certainly ideal, and maybe I just have a long way to go, but when Paul 

wrote this to the Corinthians, it gave me hope; 

(1 Cor. 2:3) “And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 

trembling.” 

Like I said, this is off-topic; we’ll call it a ‘closing tangent’, but listen to Watchman 

Nee’s comments on this verse; 

“The message Paul preaches is the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. What he 

proclaims is not in vain since he is a living channel of divine life. With the 

gospel of the cross, he gives birth to many. Yet in preaching the word of the 

cross, what about himself? He says this: ‘I was with you in weakness, and in 

fear, and in much trembling.’ He himself is a crucified person! It requires a 

crucified person to preach the word of the cross. Here Paul has absolutely 

no confidence in himself. His weakness, fear and much trembling—he looks 

at himself as totally useless and rejects any self-reliance— these are the sure 

signs of his being a crucified one. ‘I have been crucified with Christ,’ Paul 

once declared in Gal. 2.20. He further said this: ‘I die daily’ (1 Cor. 15.31). It 

takes a dying Paul to proclaim the crucifixion. Without the true dying of self, 

the life of Christ is not able to flow out.” 

What I personally got from what Nee wrote is that even though you and I won’t 

experience a global earthquake or 100-pound hail stones, the things we do 

experience often reduce us to ‘weakness, fear and trembling’.   

And when that happens, just remember, what it’s doing is crucifying our flesh so, 

like Paul, we can know what it means to genuinely reject all self-reliance.  That’s 

the only way the life of Christ can flow from us to others without be quenched by 

the flesh – by self-reliance. 


