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I’m going to start with a brief overview of where the world appears to be 
going, and then we’ll move into Romans.  
 
There are two major world events or movements that are now operating 
simultaneously. 
 
The first is what we are becoming increasingly familiar with, that was 
working behind the scenes for decades, but became obvious when the virus 
hit.   
 

The development of a global tyranny using a manufactured crisis to 
bring the world to its knees in fear and blind submission to the 
governments of the nations.   
 

The United States was a major focus of this because of our anti-globalist 
position, so nationalism had to be removed.   
 
At the same time, in response, there is another event taking place globally, a 
counter-move, that the media is silent about, but which is very real.   
 

A global pushback in over 40 nations against the attempt of the 
globalists to enslave the planet under a world dictatorship, described 
in detail by the World Economic Forum and the Georgia Guidestones.   

 
We can see this played out on a smaller scale in the blue and red states.  The 
blue states are in full submission and cooperation with the federal 
government’s push for absolute control and the vaccination (the genetic 
modification) of every person on the planet.   
 
The red states are resisting all of this, at least for now. 
 
So, exactly according to Satan’s plan, the world is moving into a state of 
conflict and chaos.   
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For the Antichrist, who will soon establish his kingdom, there must be 
sufficient chaos globally so that when he arrives and offers his resolution to 
the problems of the world, all nations will cry “Peace and safety” and will be 
filled with gratitude, astonishment and even worship of their savior.   
 
All nations will be deceived and God Himself will flood the world with a 
delusion to reinforce and solidify the global deception of the Antichrist. 
 
Carl Yung once said that the Antichrist will offer the world everything Christ 
offers, but will deliver the opposite. 
 
I’m going to read some segments of Revelation 13; 
 

“Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out 
of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten 
crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name.  Now the beast which 
I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his 
mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his 
throne, and great authority. And all the world marveled and followed 
the beast. So, they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the 
beast; and they worshiped the beast . . .” 

 
At a press conference on June 25, 2020, United Nations Secretary General, 
Antonio Guterres stated, 
 

“We are an international community with an enduring vision – 
embodied in the Charter – to guide us to a better future.  The same 
Charter whose values enabled us to avoid the scourge of a Third 
World War as many had feared. Our shared challenge is to rise to this 
moment. We cannot go back to the way it was and simply recreate 
the systems that have aggravated the crisis. We need to build back 
better (a phrase Biden has been using lately), with more sustainable, 
inclusive, gender-equal societies and economies. The United Nations 
is strongly committed to leading the renewal. Forty political missions 
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and peacekeeping operations, with 95,000 troops, police and civilian 
personnel, strive to keep the peace and to protect civilians.  Our 
electoral assistance now extends to 60 countries each year. More 
than 230,000 people in 193 Member States and observer states 
engaged in our forward-looking UN75 survey. In the 21st century, 
(national) governments are no longer the only political and power 
reality. We need an effective multilateralism that can function as an 
instrument of global governance where it is needed.” 

 
The United States has been, in the past, opposed to a centralized world 
government with control over national and state governments.   
 
But with the election of Biden, our country has moved into the globalist 
camp and it appears that a majority of our people are going along with this 
because of the constantly pushed threat of our health being at risk if we 
don’t. 
 
It’s the perfect rational for the loss of individual freedoms and submission to 
a global totalitarian regime – fear has always been the greatest motivator in 
bringing about societal change. 
 

And fear of death through a global pandemic is a perfect way to 
create this fear.     

 
In addition, the ultimate worship of the Antichrist is the foundation of a 
global religion, which is also in its final development behind the scenes. 
 
This is from a report from “LifeSite News”; 
 

“Pope Francis calls for ‘global governance’ and ‘universal vaccines’ in 
letter to a globalist financial summit: ‘There remains an urgent need 
for a global plan that can create new or regenerate existing 
institutions, particularly those of global governance, and help to build 
a new network of international relations for advancing the integral 
human development of all peoples.'  The Pope focused on calling for a 
system of global government which would implement a new societal 
order upon the world, based upon climate change policies and 
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universal vaccination.  Francis stated that COVID has shown how ‘no 
one is saved alone,’ and hence “new and creative forms of social, 
political and economic participation” must be drawn up.” 

 
The Pope is a major player in moving our world into a global religion 
mindset.  For example, a headline from a Vatican Dispatch, Feb.4, 2019 
reads; 

 
“Pope Francis to world’s religious leaders: We build the future 
together or there will be no future.” 

 
So, fear is driving this too – it’s the spirit of Antichrist guiding the demonized 
leaders of the world. 
 
And from the Catholic Culture News website, 
 

“Patterned after the UN, with a General Assembly, a Security Council 
and a Secretary-General, the United Religions Organization is meant 
to be for religions what the UN is for nations. It will be a "permanent 
gathering center where the world's religions engage in daily prayer, 
dialogue, and action for the good of all life on this earth". The 
religions will also daily share with the public their sacred scriptures, 
music, prayers and wisdom. Rather than the Light of Christ, the UR 
will shine, declares Bishop Swing, "the light of the world's spiritual 
traditions [paganism and occultism included] into a world desperately 
in need of light". Paralleling the World Bank, the United Religions will 
have a "Value Bank" whose investments are aimed at solving issues of 
environment, population, poverty or disease.  (This effort) is in 
cooperation with the interreligious organization known as the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace.” 
 

Finally, the scriptures predict a global, digital economy.  Here’s how that’s 
happening. 
 
I looked up a couple of words to get their definition: Economics is not my 
strong suit. 
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Inflation is caused by increasing the money supply faster than the 
growth in real output. The reason is that there is more money chasing 
the same number of goods. So, the increase in monetary demand 
causes businesses to raise prices. 
 
Hyperinflation is rapid and out-of-control general price increases 
resulting from extreme excesses of money injected into the economy.  
As we are seeing as the result of trillions in stimulus checks and 
infrastructure spending. 
 
Eventually prices become out of reach for most people (the elite are 
the exception).  If this is achieved on a global scale, the rich get richer 
and the poor get poorer and become nothing more than indentured 
servants to the powerful. 

 
That’s the picture in Rev. 6:5-6; 
 

And when the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living 
creature say, “Come!” Then I looked and saw a black horse, and its 
rider held in his hand a pair of scales. And I heard what sounded like a 
voice from among the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat 
for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not 
harm the oil and wine.” 

 
In the time this was written, oil and wine were symbols of wealth and 
privilege; a quart of wheat for a denarius means that it would take a full 
day’s wage to buy a loaf of bread. 
 
In order for this to be fulfilled, there has to be a controlled demolition of the 
nations’ economies in order to transition into a new global, digital economy.   
 
The World Economic Forum (WEF) calls this “The Great Reset. 
  
According to Rev. 13, this will be a cashless economy. 
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“He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to 
receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no 
one may buy or sell except one who has the mark . . .” 

 
Hundreds of world leaders have met with, and signed onto, the World 
Economic Forum’s agenda.  That agenda can be summarized as follows: 

 
“Shaping the Economic Recovery, Harnessing the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution (the rise of AI), Strengthening Regional Development, 
Revitalizing Global Cooperation, Restoring the Health of the 
Environment, Developing Sustainable Business Models, and 
Redesigning Social Contracts, Skills and Jobs.” 

 
The ultimate outcome is the Antichrist kingdom’s full control over the 
economies, religions and citizens of this world. 
 
In order to fully move into these global realities, the world has to be in 
chaos.   
 
Creating chaos with the express purpose of bringing order out of that chaos 
has been a technique used by nearly every totalitarian dictator in history.  It 
works extremely well. 
 
To close this intro to our study, I’m going to make some hypothetical 
predictions.  We can’t know for sure what the details are of how this will 
culminate over the next year.  China could invade us; there could be a major 
false flag event; there could be another global pandemic more dangerous 
than COVID. 
 
So, this is just one possibility. 
 
The first three in this list are currently in action - the last two are 
hypothetical, but are the likely outcome of the steps proceeding them.   
 

1 - Create a pandemic to justify a global vaccine 
2 - Push hard to have everyone vaccinated 
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3 - Separate the vaccinated from the unvaccinated; categorize and 
place them in groupings; and stigmatize the unvaccinated. 
4 - Blame the unvaccinated for the injuries and deaths caused by the 
vaccinateds’ auto-immune response to the next pandemic (possibly 
this fall). 
5 – Force-vaccinate the unvaccinated or arrest them as “enemies of 
the state” for being a threat to the health of others.  This one worked 
extremely well in Germany by labeling the Jews as ‘diseased’ and a 
health threat to the German people. 

 
The goal has been to ensure (through a massive ‘carrot/stick’ campaign) that 
the bio-weaponized injection would be given to as many of the world’s 
population as possible – and as quickly as possible. 
 
Satan knows his time is short, so everything is speeding up.  This so-called 
lull we’re in now; what most people feel is a ‘return to normal’ is just the 
calm before the next storm.   
 
We’re in the birth pangs our Lord warned us about – increasing in frequency 
and intensity. 
 
In the midst of all this, God is using everything that’s happening to prepare 
the remnant for the rapture.   
 
As we saw last week, He is shaking both the nations and the church as 
prophesied in Haggai 2:6 and Heb. 12:26.   
 
As related to the church this shaking will remove all that man has created – 
the buildings, the outward show of religion, the churches that have a form 
of godliness but deny it’s power.   
 

Christ is moving in one direction – Christianity is moving in another 
direction. 

 
All that will be left standing is what is of Christ. It will be a bride without spot 
or wrinkle that is raptured. 
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If we are in that remnant, we are going to see the Lord doing absolutely 
incredible things over this next year to protect, provide and finalize our 
spiritual development.   
 
He is exposing and judging Laodicea at the same time that He is bringing His 
overcoming remnant into the fires of purification, preparing them to meet 
her Bridegroom, as Paul wrote in 2 Cor. 11:2; 
 

“I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to 
one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” 

 
By “chaste virgin” Paul is talking about moral and spiritual purity. 
 
And in Gal. 4:19;  
 

“. . . my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of 
childbirth until Christ is formed in you.” 

 
This process of forming Christ in us involves the development of a deep and 
sustaining faith.  And the ways the Lord brings this about in us is often 
extremely hard to understand.   
 
Heb. 11:1 says, 
 

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.”  

 
Here’s an author’s take on this verse: 
 

“God does not tell us what He is doing when taking us through dark 
experiences. If He did, it would be all right. If He said, "I am going to 
lead you into a bad time, it is all going to be dark and strange and 
perplexing and bewildering and helpless, but it is all right, I am 
working a tremendous thing, this is what I am going to bring out of it.” 
If He said that, the faith element would fade out. If only He would tell 
us He is doing something, and what He is doing, instead of leaving us 
in the dark and seeming to be so far away and without any interest in 
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us! If only! Yes, but He does not do that, and we know He does not do 
that, He does not explain. But that is the challenge (that is what builds 
faith in God.)”  This is what is meant by Hebrews 11 and the men of 
faith, that is what it means. And thank God we have the heritage, we 
have a great heritage, we have more than they had. These men did 
not have a Bible, it was not written when they were going through it. 
We have their story and so many more. We see the issue; we have the 
sequel.  When you are having a dark time and feel that all has gone 
wrong, read the story of Joseph again... starting on it you will not want 
to put it down. Take its great lessons. The God of Joseph is our God 
and He is doing the same thing, and we know that that is true to life.  
What I have been saying is so true to life. We have that evidence. 
That, at any rate, is very much like my experience, and therefore I 
have reason to think and believe that the same thing is involved. The 
God of resurrection is working this to glory.” 
 

As Elisabeth Elliot one said, 
 

“If God were small enough to be understood, He would not be big 
enough to be worshipped.” 
 

Rom. 10:17 tells us that “. . .  faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.”   
 
So, whether we see the love and genius in God’s dealings with us or not, we 
must continue to saturate ourselves every day with His Word to move the 
inward development of enduring faith forward in our lives.  
 
    ___________________ 
 
Now, let’s get into Romans.    
 
I’m going to start with what Paul wrote in 1 Thess. 1:2-8 
 

“We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in 
our prayers. 3 We remember before our God and Father your work 
produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance 
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inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  For we know, brothers and 
sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel 
came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy 
Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your 
sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed 
the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the 
Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known 
everywhere. Therefore, we do not need to say anything about it.” 

 
Seeing the Life of Christ reproduced in the saints brings real joy and 
gratitude to anyone who loves the Lord.   
 
When we see these affections surfacing in Paul's heart, what we are really 
seeing (or also seeing) is the heart of God being reproduced in flesh and 
blood. 
 
In Jn. 16:27, Jesus simply comes out and says, "the Father Himself loves you. 
. ."   
 
What we see in Paul is God’s heart of love shining through a man.  As Paul 
himself told the Galatians, 
 
 It is not longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. . .  
 
Then in Rom. 1:9 we see the outworking of this desire on Paul’s part for 
those in body of Christ - unceasing Prayer (read vs. 9) 
 

God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my 
witness how constantly I remember you in my prayers . . . 

 
Paul consistently prayed for the blessing of those he loved.  This is a 
common element of most of Paul’s letters.   
 
Those God loved; Paul loved.   
 



 11 

Those Jesus died for; Paul would be willing to lay his life down for.   
 
Those Christ prayed for; Paul prayed for. 
 
We should be seeing a common theme developing in all of these things – 
the more Paul grew spiritually, the more we see of what Christ is like.   
 
This is the ultimate goal for all of us – without the removal of our 
personality, our lives are to be a consistent, faithful expression of Christ 
formed in us. 
 
Let's look at vs. 10-13  
 

“And I pray that now at last by God’s will the way may be opened for 
me to come to you.  I long to see you so that I may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to make you strong— 12 that is, that you and I may be 
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. 13 I do not want you to be 
unaware, brothers and sisters, so that I planned many times to come 
to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that 
I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other 
Gentiles.”  

 
Paul was persistent in his desire to give what God gave him, to help the 
spiritual advance of God’s children.  Listen to what Paul says in Col. 1:28 and 
following: 
 

“... Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in 
all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.  For 
this I also labor, striving according to His working, which works in me 
mightily. (Col. 1:28-29) 
 

Paul spent his entire life doing all he could to enhance the lives of those for 
whom Christ died.  In Paul, our Lord had found a willing vessel through 
which He could love His people. 
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I know you probably already know this – but ministering to others, when it’s 
really happening, and not just being talked about or planned in committee 
meetings, is where reality is.   
 
God reveals Himself when we’re serving others in ways that never happen 
anywhere else. 
 
In verses 14-17 we see our first major exhortation to the Roman believers,  
 

I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and 
the foolish. 15 That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to 
you who are in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it 
is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: 
first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the 
righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from 
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 

 
Paul was unashamed of the message he was called to preach.  Paul was 
completely unconcerned about the opinions of others. 
 
Whether others (friends or foes) believed him to be sane or insane, wise or 
foolish, Paul didn’t care.   
 
When our self-image is based on God’s love and acceptance, only His 
opinion ultimately matters. 
 
Satan, and many around us, may mock what we believe, but those who are 
secure in Christ are unmoved; unashamed.  As Newell put it, 
 

“The inherent glory of the message of the gospel, as God’s life-giving 
message to a dying world, so filled Paul’s soul, that like his blessed 
Master, he ‘despised the shame.’” 

 
If a million people reject you, but one believes, then that one becomes 
worth the rejection of the million. 
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If you’ve ever had someone believe you when it seemed the rest of the 
world or the Church didn’t, just one vote of confidence can be incredibly 
encouraging. 
 
Paul was not only willing but eager to march into Rome and preach Christ 
(remember, Christ was crucified by Roman soldiers).   
 
Nothing mattered to Paul but honoring the Savior he loved.  
 
Paul didn’t' care whether his audience was Jew or Greek, bond or free.  In 
Christ all man-made distinctions disappear.   
 
From heaven’s perspective,  
 

The rich are not more “impressive” than the poor. 
 

There are no “untouchables”, like in India’s caste system. 
 
There is simply no prejudice at the foot of the cross.  

 
Christ brings all mankind to one level – lost people in need of grace and 
mercy.   
 
Since this is how Christ saw people, this is also how Paul saw people.   
 
Earlier I mentioned that Rom. 1:9-17 was a sort of personal unveiling of 
Paul's own heart to these Roman believers.   
 
The reason this is so important to me is that when we realize that Paul was 
as human as the rest of us, there can be hope for us - that we can 
experience and live in the good of what Paul was experiencing. 
 
We might not have believed that any of these things were possible for us, if 
Paul hadn't, on numerous occasions in his letters, bared his soul for us.   
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But because he did show us his personal life and struggles, his humanity, we 
know what's possible and can study and pray for all of these realities to 
become true for us. 
 
Here’s a comment by Watchmen Nee, 
 

"It is cause for great gratitude to God that no human weakness need 
limit the divine power.  We are prone to think that where sadness 
exists, joy cannot exist; that where there are tears, there cannot be 
praise; that where weakness is present, power must be absent; that 
where there is doubt, there cannot be faith.  But let me proclaim this 
with a clear voice; God is seeking to bring us to the point where we 
recognize that all that is of man is only intended to provide an earthen 
vessel to contain the divine treasure.  Herein lies the glory of true 
Christianity, that the treasure of God's own life can be manifest in 
every earthen vessel.  The treasure becomes increasingly manifest, but 
the earthen vessel is a still an earthen vessel." 

 
This is the way Paul, by his life, communicated the life of Christ to the next 
generation. 
 
As we’ve seen in past studies, that torch has been passed to us – and the 
overcomers of the final generation (this generation) will carry it to the end. 
 
Here’s why it’s worth everything we are and everything we have to endure 
anything necessary to finish the path God has set us on.  This is from J. 
Sidlow Baxter; 
 

“Amid our present limitations of mortal flesh and impaired mental 
facilities, even if we enjoyed the most vigorous health of body and 
keenest agility of mind (which few do), we simply cannot imagine 
realistically what it will be to experience that life of utter ecstasy in 
the presence of our Savior.  With sinless hearts, and with minds 
continuously penetrated by direct rays of holy radiance from that 
dearest face in the universe; with perfected powers and expanded 
capacities of thought, worship, love and service; surrounded by lofty 
opportunities and incentives and amplitudes such as we have never 
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known in this life; all that, amid the unclouded, open vision of His 
smile . . . To let our minds linger gratefully on that coming glory, 
animates us with the healthiest stimulant of the Christian faith.” 


