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6/2/22 Rev. 13, Two Beasts to Rule the World 

Since this chapter begins by introducing us to the first of two Beasts who will rule 

the earth during the Tribulation, we’ll begin by trying to identify the first Beast. 

But before we do that, I need to mention something about him that you might not 

have heard before.  The word “beast” (therion {thay-ree-on} in the Greek) is used 

46 times in the New Testament, and in every case, it’s referring to an animal.  This 

doesn’t mean he’s not human, but it does mean he’s not only human. 

But we’ll look at the significance of that later. 

Also, in vs. 1, the earlier manuscripts don’t read, “Then I stood on the sand of the 

sea”; they read, “then he stood on the sand of the sea.”  

Here’s why I think that’s important.  The “he” referred to is identified in the last vs. 

in ch. 12 (Rev. 12:17).  So, if you read the last vs. of ch. 12 and the first vs. of ch. 13 

together, this is what you get; 

“And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war 

with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and 

have the testimony of Jesus Christ. Then he stood on the sand of the sea.” 

In Rev. 12:12 Satan is thrown out of heaven and cast to the earth.  So, what the 

last vs. of ch. 12 and the first vs. of ch. 13 do is show the transition of the war in 

heaven to the war about to break out on earth.  

Then we see John observing from a distance what takes place after this;  

(Rev. 13:1) “. . . And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea . . .” 

When we looked at the rider on the white horse in Rev. 6:2, we looked at his 

characteristics.  So, I won’t cover those things again.  In Rev. 13 we’ll be looking at 

his identity (not by name; no one knows his name yet), but by his titles or 

designations.   

We’ll discuss what the implications are of the titles John gives to him, and we’ll 

contrast the two beasts in this chapter so we can distinguish between them. 

We saw last week that the dragon was thrown to the earth along with his fallen 

angels, and then in vs. 12 we read; 
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“Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come 

down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that his time is short.” 

I mention that because it sets the stage for the extreme increase of intensity of the 

conflict between Satan and God that will characterize the final 3 ½ years of the 

Tribulation. 

We saw also in Rev. 11:7 that the beast “rises from the abyss”.  What this tells us is 

that he is demonic; he’s likely indwelt by Satan himself.   

The symbol of the sea is explained in these passages; 

First, in Dan. 7:3 we see a partial interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream; 

“And four great beasts came up from the sea . . .”  Each of these beast 

empires were gentile (Babylon, Persia, Greece & Rome) 

(Isa. 57:10) “The wicked are like a surging sea that is unable to be quiet; its 

waves toss up mud and sand.” 

(Psalm 144:7) “Reach down your hand from on high; deliver me and rescue 

me from the mighty waters, (rescue me) from the hands of foreigners (the 

gentiles).” 

So, not only is the sea representative of the gentile nations, but it also emphasizes 

the restless churning and “roaring” within them.  Walter Scott wrote; “The sea as a 

symbol speaks of the wild and revolutionary forces and principles at work among 

these nations”. 

We also know from Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of the final kingdom (a revived Roman 

empire), that it will have ten end-time kings, represented by the ten toes in the 

vision; 

(Dan. 2:31-32, 40-45) “The fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, 

inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that 

crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others. Whereas 

you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron . . . in the 

days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall 

never be destroyed; this great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood 

before you; and its form was awesome. This image’s head was of fine gold, 

its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its 

feet partly of iron and partly of clay.” 
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The “days of these kings” mentioned in vs. 44 corresponds to this passage in Rev. 

17:12; 

“And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received 

royal power, but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, 

together with the beast.” 

So, the first beast will rule an empire comprised of Gentile nations through ten 

kings.  Because of the secession of empires listed by Daniel in Dan. 7, this final 

kingdom will be a form or reconstruction of the Roman empire, which was 

centered in Europe, and will be the headquarters of the global government in the 

Tribulation. 

And we can also see the tie-in to Daniel 7 in the description of this final beast and 

his kingdom in Rev. 13:2; 

“Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of 

a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. 

When I send the notes out, I’ll list the passages in Daniel that describe this vision 

for any of you who want to dig deeper into the meaning of this (Dan. 2:37-38; 

2:40-41; 2:44; 5:26-31; 7:2-8, 8:20-21 & 10:20-11:14) 

Now, Rev. 13:3-8 fills in more details about the first beast; 

“And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his 

deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the 

beast. So, they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and 

they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like the beast? Who is able to 

make war with him?’  And he was given a mouth speaking great things and 

blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. 

Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His 

name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. It was granted to him 

to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given 

him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. All who dwell on the earth will 

worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the 

Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 
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The idea of a mortal wound and resurrection of the beast has confused every 

commentator I read.  Since we’re not given any information about this other than 

Rev. 13:3, speculation is all anyone could come up with. 

Their ideas range from being a trick of Satan (one of his “lying signs and wonders”) 

to stage a death/resurrection experience of the beast as an imitation of Christ – or 

it’s referring to the Roman empire, the Western branch, which “died” in 395 A.D. 

and is then resurrected during the Tribulation. 

Even going to the original language doesn’t help much.  Here’s what one Greek 

scholar wrote; 

“This particle (hos – normally translated “as”, “like as” or “even as”) is used 

in Greek generally for comparison, and in Revelation it is used often to 

describe the appearance of what the author saw. In this instance, the 

appearance of the beast’s head did not match reality because the next 

phrase shows that in fact it did not die.” 

Whatever happens, it will astonish the world and their worship and allegiance to 

the beast will be solidified. 

I also thought it was interesting to see that the world, at that time, is going to be 

well acquainted with Satan – he’s fully out in the open. 

“And all the world marveled and followed the beast. So, they worshiped the 

dragon who gave authority to the beast . . .” 

This, of course, is what Lucifer has wanted all along, so to have that happen 

directly, he would have to eventually come out of the shadows. 

And then we’re told that this beast will be granted authority to blaspheme God, 

overcome the tribulation saints and rule the entire world, uncontested, for 42 

months (3 ½ years). 

There are a couple of implications in this that are important to mention.  First, he’s 

allowed to “make war with the saints and overcome them”.  Compare that with 

Jesus’ words in Matt. 16:18; “I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall 

not prevail against it.” 

This is just another one of numerous texts that show the difference between the 

Church Age saints (who are in heaven during this time) and the Tribulation saints 

who are on earth.  
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And the beast “blasphemes . . . those who dwell in heaven.”  That would be us.  

He’s aware that we are directly involved in the judgments on earth and will be 

involved in Satan’s eventual dethronement and destruction. 

 (Rom. 16:20) “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” 

Satan is familiar with Rom. 16:20. He doesn’t like it, but he’s read it. 

Here are the final two verses in the section dealing with the first beast; 

“If anyone has an ear, let him hear. He who leads into captivity shall go into 

captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is 

the patience and the faith of the saints.” 

I think the best way to explain this would be to share briefly from two authors who, 

in their own way, help us to not only understand these verses but also give us an 

encouragement we probably need.  So, first from Walter Scott, 

“Whoever leads into captivity must himself go into it. They must not resist.  

Their weapons are not carnal but spiritual.  This is the patient endurance of 

the saints.  This is the only way they can triumph.  Helpless, their resource is 

in God alone.  Their names are written in the Lamb’s book of life, and no 

power in hell or on earth can erase the writing or rob them of their eternal 

portion.” 

And now from Donald Barnhouse, 

“This war against the saints takes us back to the heavenly scene in chapter 

6:11 where the early martyrs are told to be quiet until their full number will 

be completed, ‘Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said 

to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of 

their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, 

was fulfilled.’ It may be hard for those who must pass through these terrible 

experiences, but it’s also a blessing.  Our God never makes a mistake, and if 

He has called upon some to suffer for Him, it is because His hidden purposes 

demand it, and because He knows that even their terrible suffering, like our 

lesser suffering, is not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be 

revealed” (Rom. 8:18). 

The first beast, then, is the political and military Caesar of the world during this 

time. 
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Now, let’s look at the second beast;  

(Rev. 13:11-18) “Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and 

he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. And he exercises all 

the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and 

those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was 

healed. He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down 

from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. And he deceives those who 

dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of 

the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the 

beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. He was granted power to 

give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should 

both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast 

to be killed. He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that 

no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the 

beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him who has 

understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a 

man: His number is 666.” 

We’ll start with vs. 11, “Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth.” 

The “earth” or “land” in the Bible is a reference to Israel. 

(Jer. 51:24-25) “Before your eyes I will repay Babylon and all who live in 

Babylonia for all the wrong they have done in Zion,’ declares the Lord.  ‘I am 

against you, you destroying mountain, you who destroy the earth,’ declares 

the Lord.” 

The source of this beast in not the sea, but the earth – Ironside shows why this 

matters; 

“In verse 11 we read: ‘I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; 

and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon.’ Observe he 

does not arise from the Gentile nations (depicted by the sea) as does the 

first beast. He comes up out of the earth, the land of Palestine.’” 

The second beast makes his appeal to Israel.   

Also, this commentator adds another element to this; 
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“The sea, mentioned as the source of the first beast, represents the mass of 

humanity indicating the racial background of the first beast as a Gentile, the 

reference to the second beast as coming out of the earth indicates that this 

character, who is later described as a false prophet (Rev. 19:20), is a 

creature of earth. . . He is pictured as having two horns like a lamb and as 

speaking like a dragon. The description of him as a lamb seems to indicate 

that he has a religious character, a conclusion supported by his being named 

a prophet.” 

In other words, the second beast, in speaking like a lamb, is imitating the true 

Lamb of God, which would also contribute to the idea that he is a Jew, because 

Israel would never accept a gentile as their messiah. 

So, to help distinguish the two beasts of Rev. 13 and make sense of their titles, let’s 

use another example of this that we’re already familiar with.    

The three most frequently used titles given to Christ are Prophet, Priest and King.  

All three refer to the same person and reflect His perfections in these three ways. 

The same is true of the person we call the Antichrist.  He has several titles but the 

most recognized are Antichrist and False Prophet. These are religious titles – an 

imitation messiah and a prophet who speaks lies. 

So, as I mentioned earlier, the first beast is a military ‘Caesar’ – the political leader 

of the final global empire. 

But this second beast is the religious leader – the Antichrist, AKA the False Prophet. 

The word, “Antichrist,” is only found in the Bible in 1st and 2nd John; sometimes in 

the plural and sometimes in the singular (1 Jn. 2:18, 2:22, 4:3, 2 Jn. 7), and in each 

case the context speaks of religious or spiritual deception, denying the true Christ; 

this is not a person characterized by global military and political power. 

The religious Beast is called the False Prophet in Rev. 16:13; 19:20; and 20:10.  

In Rev. 13:16, he is also seen as the ruler of the global economy; the one who 

initiates the mark - he is the 666 Beast. 

“He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive 

a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads.” 
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As we saw earlier, the first beast makes war and is empowered by Satan (Rev. 

13:7).  He is a global king (Rev. 13:2); and is worshipped as god (Rev. 13:4); he’s 

also the prince who is to come (Dan. 9:26). 

The second beast is religious, Jewish and in speaking like a lamb, seeks to replace 

the true Lamb of God – this beast is the Anti (or imitation) Christ; also known as 

the false, or lying, prophet. 

We have seen the rise of global government under the first Beast and the universal 

worship of this Beast at the demand of the second Beast, and under the second 

Beast we see the establishment of a global, cashless economy. 

If we are truly at the end of the last generation of the Church Age, we should be 

seeing the foreshadowing of all three of these global events.  There should be a 

push by national leaders and organizations for world governance.  There should be 

evidence of a growing momentum by world religious leaders for a unified, global 

religion.  And there should be a technological infrastructure developed that will be 

needed for a global, cashless system of buying and selling, and of course the 

technology to enforce that system through centralized universal tracking of every 

person on this planet. 

These things weren’t possible 20 years ago, but they are now. 

Since the primary means of destroying the world is through deception (as Jesus 

warned in Matt. 24) let’s take a few minutes to look at the primary appeal Satan 

makes to the world.   

To do this, we’ll need to start with Paul’s description of the final deception in 2 

Thess. 2:8-12; 

“And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume 

with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 

The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all 

power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among 

those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that 

they might be saved. And for this reason, God will send them strong 

delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be condemned 

who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
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They key phrase is “that they should believe the lie”.  The definite article in front of 

the word “lie” tells us what lie Paul is referring to.   

This takes us back to Lucifer in the garden and his original lie.  He knew exactly 

what would work to appeal to a human’s soul and move them into a position of 

independence from God – to a place where they became their own gods. 

(Gen. 3:1-8) “Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field 

which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed 

said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’? And the woman said to 

the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit 

of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not 

eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ Then the serpent said to the 

woman, ‘You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it 

your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was 

pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its 

fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the 

eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 

and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. And 

they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of 

the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 

Lord God among the trees of the garden.” 

In one form or another, this has always been Satan’s most effective approach.  It’s 

the best way to deceive people into believing they can turn their backs on God; 

that they can “hide” from Him, and make their own decisions about life.   

From the Towel of Babel to the World Economic Forum, humanity’s goal has 

always been the same – eliminate God and make all of us gods.  We are “the 

masters of our own fate; the captains of our souls”.   

This will form the basis of the final global deception which the Beasts of Revelation 

13 will successfully use to draw in all those outside of Christ. 

You may remember this excerpt from S.J. Andrew’s book, “Christianity and Anti-

Christian in Their Final Conflict”.  It’s a perfect description of the way in which the 

Beast is presented to the citizens of this world; 
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“The Beast will present himself to men as the object of divine honor.  The 

world sees in him the representative of their own religious ideals.  He will 

not come as a specter of the night, but as an angel of light, the morning star 

of a new age.  In him the modern spirit will find its truest representative and 

exponent.  He will be regarded by his generation as the highest type of our 

evolved humanity, the noblest embodiment of its dignity, its consummate 

flower.  He will be recognized as a natural king of men and his kingdom, 

rising grandly before the world, will be welcomed as the full evolution of the 

democratic idea, the realization of popular aspirations, the end of social 

strife, the unity of nations, the natural outcome and highest product of our 

civilization and the ultimate goal of human history.  It will be welcomed by 

the multitudes as the long-promised Kingdom of God.  But his appearing 

cannot occur until the antichrist spirit of leaven has spread through 

Christendom.  This will be the final test of Christian faith and discernment.” 

Or as Tony Compallo once put it, 

“When we worship an extension of our own ideals embodied in a 

representative, though we would never admit it, we are in essence 

worshipping ourselves.” 

The author goes on to say, 

“Before the world will be two kings and two kingdoms.  He who is to set up 

the true Kingdom of God is the incarnate Son returning from Heaven; he 

who will set up the kingdom of man, is a son of the earth; and the question 

which must then be answered is, Which king and which kingdom will the 

nations have?” 

Here's H. A. Ironside’s take on this; 

"A man then is being waited for.  His advent draws near.  He will come when, 

at last, the restraining power, the Holy Spirit, has gone.  This coming one is 

the Grand Monarch of the New Age.  He is the coming Imaum, or Mahdi of 

the Muslims.  He is the long-expected last incarnation of Vishnu waited for 

by the Brahmins; the coming Montezuma of the Aztecs; the false Messiah of 

the apostate Jews; the great Master of all sects of Yogis; the Ultimate Man 

of the evolutionists...  He will be a Satan-controlled, God-defying, 

conscienceless almost super-human man - an individual whose 
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manifestation will mean the consummation of this present apostasy, and the 

full deification of humanity. Thus, the world will turn away from the Christ of 

God and stretch out eager hands to welcome the coming "Man of Sin".  And, 

count on it, he will be on time!  God's Word has declared his advent as 

surely as it predicts the second coming of The Lord Jesus from glory. 

Meantime the great antichurch is following the lies that shall prepare the 

world to receive "the liar" of whom 1 John 2:22 speaks - the Antichrist."   

As Ironside mentions; the apostate Church will have already adopted the 

underlying principles of the Antichrist’s deception, because the imitation currently 

being developed in Christendom will so closely match what we see in the Bible, 

Laodiceans won’t be able to tell the difference. 

For the most part, the contemporary Church can’t distinguish the difference 

between Christianity at its best and the living expression of Christ Himself in His 

people. 

Christianity today has become a human reproduction of God’s original intent; just 

like the Antichrist will be an extremely convincing imitation of Christ. 

Contemporary Christians seem to think the Book of Acts is blueprint for how we 

are to do Christianity.  But what Acts really is, is the historical outline of how the 

Holy Spirit formed Christ in believers and expressed His life through them.   

The soul can imitate what it learns from the Scriptures about what it believes 

should be happening; but only God can produce the reality.   

The main reason this problem has developed is the pulpit ministry in contemporary 

churches.  Thomas Sowell says it best; 

“When you want to help people, (you tell them what they need to hear); you 

tell them the truth.  When you want to help yourself, you tell them what 

they want to hear.” 

Ok, back to Rev. 13.   

Barnhouse has a good tie-in between the imitation of Christianity in the apostate 

Church, and the imitation of Christ by the Antichrist; 

“Satan can never originate; he can only imitate.  So, when Satan is cast out 

of heaven, he remembers that all of the victories which God has won have 

been on the ground of the incarnation of the Godhead in Christ.  It was the 
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man Christ Jesus who was responsible for Satan’s defeat.  So, now Satan 

incarnates himself in a human power.” 

Now, one of the most debated verses in this chapter is the last one, vs. 18; 

“Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of 

the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666.” 

Commentators are all over the map on this. 

The fact that there isn’t a consistent interpretation among serious Bible scholars 

may mean that this is simply one thing in Revelation that won’t be fully understood 

until those living at that time need to understand it. 

But I’ll give you the most frequent opinions on this. 

The first school of thought has focused on the word “calculate” in vs. 18.  The 

Greek word for this is psephizo (say-fid'-zo) and it means “to count with pebbles, 

to compute, calculate, or reckon”. 

So, those who ran with this have used both the Hebrew and Greek alphabets to 

“calculate” the names of different people in history – from Nimrod to Kissinger 

(both of which add up to 666 depending which alphabet you use).  You just assign 

a letter of the alphabet to a number and see what happens. 

Joseph Seiss has some good advice about this. He wrote; 

“The endless guesses and experiments with which expositors have occupied 

themselves and their readers on this point can be of very little practical 

worth to us.  When the Beast comes, ‘the righteous will understand.” 

Like Daniel wrote in Dan. 12:10; 

“Many will be purified, made spotless, and refined, but the wicked will 

continue to act wickedly. None of the wicked will understand, but the 

(righteous) will understand.” 

The second approach focuses more on his character and identity than on his name.   

We know that 7 is the Biblical number of perfection – spiritual perfection would be 

God; and 7 tripled would the number of the Trinity. 
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6 is the number of Man, created on the 6th. day; and triple six would be symbolic 

of Man deified.  One Beast empowered by Satan and exalted by a second Beast 

forms an unholy trinity. 

Ok, I want to wrap up tonight by looking at the judgment of the two Beasts. 

(Rev. 19:20) “And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who 

in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had 

received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These 

two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.” 

At the beginning of our study, I mentioned that these “Beasts” were not fully 

human, but the Bible makes it clear that all humanity must face God at the end of 

the Millennium, at the Great White Throne Judgment in Rev. 20.  And the result of 

that judgment will be that the unsaved will be cast into the Lake of Fire. 

But we just saw in Revelation 19 that the Beast and the False Prophet are cast alive 

into the Lake of Fire 1000 years prior to the White Throne Judgment.   

My conclusion to that is that the Beasts of Rev. 13 aren’t fully human – but are 

hybrids; part human, part fallen angel.  Since all of lost humanity are kept in 

reserve for judgment until after the millennium is completed, I can’t see another 

explanation for judging the Beasts differently, unless they aren’t part of that 

humanity. 

Ok, we’ll pick up there next week and move into chapter 14. 

 


