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6,3,21 
Rom. 1:1-8, The Gospel of God 
 
I’ve begun to realize that there are people zooming with us, with a large 
variety of backgrounds.  
 
I can’t know where everyone is coming from, but I do know that I’m 
responsible to do the best I can to bring what Paul calls “the whole counsel 
of God.”  And that failure to do so will put you at risk of being pulled into the 
intensified deception that characterizes this generation. 
 
To help accomplish this we’re going to dive into Romans, but it will be 
interspersed with world conditions and especially spiritual life issues that I 
feel the Lord wants us to discuss.   
 
Also, the last time I did Romans it took almost a year, and I don’t know how 
much time we have left, so this study will be more thematic than exegetical. 
 
Romans has been called by many authors the single most comprehensive 
discussion of the doctrines of the Church Age in the Bible.   
 
William Tyndale, referred to Romans as, 
 

“The principle and most excellent part of the New Testament.  No 
man verily can read it too often or study it too well; for the more it is 
studied the easier it is, the more it is chewed the pleasanter it is, and 
the more diligently it is searched the more precious are the 
discoveries.  Great treasures of spiritual things lie hid therein.” 

 
Martin Luther wrote the following commendation of this epistle. 
 

“[Romans] is worthy not only that every Christian should occupy 
himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. It can never 
be read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with, the 
more precious it becomes.” 

 
Finally, from H.A. Ironside, 
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“The Epistle to the Romans is undoubtedly the most scientific 
statement of the divine plan for the redemption of mankind that God 
has been pleased to give us. Apart altogether from the question of 
inspiration we may think of it as a treatise of transcendent, 
intellectual power, putting to shame the most brilliant philosophies 
ever conceived by the minds of men.” 

 
At the heart of Romans, is the gospel.   
 
Unfortunately, as with many words and concepts in the Scriptures, the term 
‘gospel’ is often misunderstood or limited. 
 
I want to begin our study of this letter by laying a foundation by defining 
exactly what the gospel is from heaven's viewpoint. 
 
As we all know, the word itself simply means “Good news”. 
 
But comprehensively, the “Gospel” includes all that is implied in the coming 
of Jesus Christ; His death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and the full 
implications to us in our forgiveness and in the entire process of our spiritual 
growth. 

 
The “Gospel”, Biblically, includes all that is involved in Salvation and spiritual 
advance, from the moment of receiving the Lord by faith to our entrance 
into eternity.    
 
Also, John 1:4 and 10:10 teach that the primary element of the "Good 
News" is Christ Himself.   
 
The good news is not only what He accomplished on our behalf, but that He, 
Himself, has come to us.  And will remain with us forever. 
 
Our goal of studying God’s word is to participate in the Life of Christ - a Life 
that the world can never know.  As Jesus said, “I have come that they might 
have Life. . . “(Jn. 10:10) 
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This is the purpose of the letter to the Romans - to bring believers, 
empirically, experientially, into the LIFE that’s theirs in Christ. 
 
Here are some further comments by Ironside: 
 

“This gospel is not a new law. It is not a code of morals or ethics. It is 
not a creed to be accepted. It is not a system of religion to be adhered 
to. It is not good advice to be followed. It is a divinely given message 
concerning a divine Person, the Son of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

 
So, let’s start with some definitions; first, what does the Bible mean when it 
uses the term "Life"? 
 
From the Divine viewpoint (and I'm contrasting this to the world’s viewpoint) 
“Life” involves three vital components: 
 

a. First, Reality 
 

Reality is not theory, not knowledge alone, not imitation; but a living 
experience of the indwelling Christ; that which comes into our 
innermost being as a living reality; not abstract but real.  And reality is 
personal.  No one else can experience this Life for us.   

 
As the apostle John tells us in 1 Jn. 5:12, (“he that hath the Son, hath 
Life...”).   So, somehow, the Christian life is going to center in a 
growing understanding of Who Christ is and Who He is to us. 
 
And life isn’t gained by being around ‘alive’ people, or by religion in 
any form.   
 
Life only comes through a growing, personal, spiritual knowledge of 
the source of Life which is Christ – Who said, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life.” (Jn. 14:6) 
 
 
This is why so many Christians don’t know where we are in history; 
why they can’t hear “what the Spirit is saying to the churches. . . “.  
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Christ isn’t real for them.  Christianity is real, the Christian religion is 
real.  But Christ corporately expressed in His Body, isn’t. 
 
b.  The second element of genuine spiritual life is ability 

 
This is our experience of the Resurrection of Christ, the power of His 
Life in ascension.   
 
“Ability” in Life simply means being able to do what is needed; of 
having within ourselves, in the strength of the indwelling Spirit, the 
necessary resources for moral and spiritual ascendency.   
 
In giving us His own Life, He has given us the power or ability, to have 
His purpose fulfilled in those of us who walk not in dependence on the 
flesh (our own strength) but in dependence upon the Spirit.   
 
And we must never forget that the Cross is the only path to 
resurrection Life.   
 
As it was with our Savior, we must “... fall into the ground and die...” if 
we are bear the fruit of Life. 
 
God works in our circumstances to bring about a death to all we are in 
ourselves; our ambitions, our desires, our agendas, our selfishness - in 
order that from these ashes He might “... raise us up with Him” and 
experientially set us in the heavenlies in Christ.   
 

So, as we’ve seen in past studies, Paul writes in 2 Cor. 4:11  “... we 
who are alive are always being delivered unto death that the Life 
of Jesus might be made manifest through our mortal flesh...” 

 
c. Now, the third element of Life is fullness  

 
(Rom. 15:13) "Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that you may abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit." 
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(Eph. 3:19) "And to know the love of Christ, which passes 
knowledge, that you might be filled with all the fullness of 
God." 

 
Synonyms for “fullness” (to help us understand what Paul is talking about) 
would be “contentment” or “peace”.  Paul learned how to be content no 
matter what his circumstances were (Phil. 4:12). 
 
Our entire culture, designed by the enemy, is intended to destroy the 
possibility of contentment with what we have – everything we hear and see 
encourages us to desire more, or feel deprived if we don’t have more. 
 
    __________________  
 
So, in Christ is Life in ‘reality’, in ‘power’, and in ‘fullness’.   

 
This is the “Gospel” or good news of the New Testament message. 
 
If we, like Paul, are to be ‘witnesses’ to that Life in this world, we must be 
able to offer more than words.  We must be broken vessels filled with the 
Life of Another and offer this world, not our lives, our Christianity, our 
wisdom, but His Life manifest through us.  
 
To be a minister of the Gospel of God, we must personally know the Life of 
Christ and then offer that Life to those God brings to us. 
 
Here’s how Andrew Murray puts it, 
 

“Faith leads the seeking soul to depend on God alone.  Faith believes 
God’s Word, clings to Him, and waits in perfect trust that His power 
will work within us everything He has promised.” 

 
Keep in mind that it’s direction and momentum, not perfection, that 
determines our ultimate experience in the Christian life. 
 
Now, let's move into Romans. 
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Rom. 1:1-7 
 

Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated 
to the gospel of God which He promised before through His prophets 
in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to 
be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead. Through Him we have received grace 
and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His 
name, among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; To all who 
are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
This doesn’t seem too complex; we are simply offering people a chance for 
Life as it was really meant to be lived: spontaneous and real. 
 
Why then, is there such a battle that surrounds our progress in spiritual Life?   
Why do we receive constant opposition within and without when all we 
want to do is offer life to others? 
 
Let me begin to answer this question by sharing T. Austin Spark's 
explanation of this conflict, 
 

"The enemy does not mind how many churches there are; how much 
religious worship.  I do not know that he minds very much how much 
orthodoxy there is, how much of what we would call sound doctrine.  
What he is against is Life.  In multitudes of places, so far as the 
teaching is concerned, no fault can be found, but there is no sense of 
any vitalizing.  There is no impact, no moving of the people to register 
the testimony of the risen Lord against the forces of evil.  The enemy 
is getting them all quietly, nicely, snugly into spiritual death. 

 
"I believe with all my heart that the explanation of the conflict is that 
God has a special purpose for the Christian entering into Life in Christ 
and the devil has aroused every force of hell in antagonism to destroy 
that purpose and that Life." 
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We are in a very real battle for this Life.  We wrestle against demonic forces 
who would steal our freedom and life and replace them with bondage and 
death.   
 
In Romans 1:8 and following, we can see the result of the Gospel in Paul – in 
one word, ‘thankfulness’; “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you 
all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world.” 

 
(From William Newell) “Paul is ever thanking God for any grace he 
found in any saint.  He looks at all who are Christ’s through Christ’s 
eyes...When one puts alongside of this the similar language used by 
Paul to the Ephesians, Philippians, and the Colossians - what all-
embracing love, what all-absorbing spirituality, what impassioned 
devotion to the glory of Christ, what incessant transaction with 
heaven about the minutest affairs of the kingdom of Christ upon 
earth, are thus seen to meet in this wonderful man.” 
 

Paul’s desires and those of His Lord are the same; what Christ sees, Paul 
sees; what Christ wants, Paul wants; those Christ loves, Paul loves.  Paul’s 
one passion for life was to know His Savior and to see Christ increased in 
others.  As he writes in Gal. 4:19, "I travail in birth until Christ be formed in 
you. . ." 
 
Paul was living out, daily, in flesh and blood, the “vision” of heaven.  That 
vision is to reach a lost world for Christ and to strengthen those who come 
to Him.   
 
All of our Lord's disciples ultimately caught the same vision - the same 
purpose.  All of them lived and died bringing Christ to the lost and building 
up the faith of believers. 
 
If we are growing in grace and understanding, we are moving toward that 
purpose; to employ our time, money, talents, spiritual giftedness, etc. to this 
vision - to this calling.   
 
This is especially important because our time is very short – the church age 
is almost over. 
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In Rom. 1:5 Paul writes of “the obedience to the faith, among all nations, for 
His Name.”  It reminded me of the exchange between Philipp and the 
Egyptian Eunuch in Acts 8:26-39 
 

Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward 
the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 
This is desert.  So, he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, 
a eunuch of great authority under Candace the queen of the 
Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come to 
Jerusalem to worship, was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was 
reading Isaiah the prophet. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and 
overtake this chariot”.  So, Philip ran to him, and heard him reading 
the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And 
he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. The place in the Scripture 
which he read was this: 
 

“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; 
And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
So, He opened not His mouth. 
In His humiliation His justice was taken away, 
And who will declare His generation? 
For His life is taken from the earth.” 

 
So, the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the 
prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?” Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to 
him. Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And 
the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being 
baptized?” Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you 
may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God.” So, he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip 
and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.  Now 
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his 
way rejoicing.” 
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I found something helpful in the Greek word for “obedience”. 
 

“The idea could be paraphrased, ‘the point or object toward which 
faith moves is obedience’. Obedience does not save anyone, but is the 
fruit of faith, testifying to the genuineness of a person's believing. 
Don't tell me you have faith … show me! Notice how this latter 
statement can be so easily twisted by one who does not rightly divide 
the Word of Truth -- they might say for example "See there, I told you 
it was "works" which God wanted to see and those "works" merit 
salvation." This is heresy.  The integral nature of faith and works is, it 
has been said, that separating faith and works is like separating the 
heat and light from a candle. You know both are produced by the 
candle. You know they are not the same thing. You also know you 
cannot separate them. The idea is to obey on the basis of having paid 
attention to what is taught.” 

 
Now, I’m going to add something to make sure we have a broader context of 
how all this comes about.  As Rom. 1:5 said, "We have received grace . . . to 
call the nations to the obedience of faith." 
 
I want to share something on this from a couple of authors – first, a word 
study on “charis” – “grace”, and then a comment by Donald Barnhouse; 
 

“Grace is God's unmerited, unearned favor, to which a believer does 
not and cannot contribute anything of worth. Someone once said that 
grace is everything for nothing, for those who don't deserve anything. 
For the most part, this is an accurate statement but the phrase 
"everything for nothing" needs to have the caveat that it cost God 
everything - the sacrifice of His only begotten Son! In short it reads 
more accurately "everything for everything"! 
 
“Donald Grey Barnhouse said that ‘Love that gives upward is worship, 
love that goes outward is affection; love that stoops is grace.’" 

 
There is an illustration give from the life of D.L. Moody that shows that even 
Moody realized that all he did had to come from the grace of God. 
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After one of D. L. Moody’s sermons, a highly educated man came to 
him and said, 
 
“Excuse me, but you made eleven mistakes in your grammar tonight.” 
 
In a gracious rebuke Moody replied, 
 
“I probably did. My early education was very faulty. But I am using all 
the grammar that I know in the Master’s service. How about you?” 
 
On another occasion a man came up to Mr. Moody and said,  
 
“I don’t like your invitation. I don’t think it’s the right way to do it.” 
 
“I appreciate that,” Moody responded. “I’ve always been 
uncomfortable with it, too. I wish I knew a better way. What is your 
method of inviting people to Christ?” 
 
“I don’t have one,” the man replied. 
 
“Then I like mine better,” Moody said. 
 

When God calls us by His grace, He gives a purpose to every believer, calling 
all of us to His service. 
 
And as we’re going to see, all service (whether to the lost or the saved) is 
not intended to issue from formulas or religious techniques, but from life.  
All true spiritual light has to come from our spiritual life. 
 
And Romans is the comprehensive work of Paul on how that life is formed in 
us.   
 
In part, here’s what I mean, these comments are by Sparks on 1 Jn. 1:5, 
“God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.” 
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“Light is transparency, clearness, purity; and light is honesty.  Light is 
openness of character. Light hides nothing; its whole action and 
nature is contrary to hiding anything. It has nothing to hide; it shows 
everything; it shows all: in other words, it is not deceitful. It does not 
want to cover anything, or to pretend or make believe that something 
is other than what it is. There is no duplicity about light. There is “no 
darkness at all” .... The Spirit has come to bring all that to an end by 
applying the Cross, in which it was all brought to an end in the Person 
of the Lord Jesus; to work out the meaning of the Cross in our lives, so 
that everything that belongs to that kingdom of darkness is removed: 
so that in the end, with us too, there is no darkness at all. Is that really 
what we think of, when we think of having, receiving, and being filled 
with the Holy Spirit? Here again, perhaps, a little re-shaping of our 
ideas is called for. It is true that He is many other things, as well as 
light: He is the Spirit of Power, He is the Spirit of Wisdom; He is many 
things; but, with them all, He is this. And we must not make more of 
those “demonstration” aspects of the Spirit, in power, in gifts and 
capacities, in works, than we do of His character side. If He really does 
His work in you and in me, He will make us to be people who can bear 
to be “looked into” without any fear, without any drawing of the 
blinds. Our lives and our motives will bear looking into.” 
 

The Gospel of our Salvation is the cross.  As the Last Adam, Christ took the 
whole race of rebellious humanity, under a curse, and drew them to Himself 
on the cross, judged and buried them. 
 
When He was resurrected, He was the Second Man, the beginning of a new 
species of humanity made in His image, not in the image of the first man, 
Adam, in his fallen nature. 
 

(1 Pet. 1:3) “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

 
All of this was accomplished through the sacrifice of the Lamb of God.  I’m 
going to share some comments by J. Sidlow Baxter on this. 
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“It was as he drew near to Gethsemane with its agony and sweat of 
blood, that the pressure intensified into a monstrous, crushing horror.  
Mark 14:33 tells us that he ‘began to be sore amazed and very heavy’.  
The Greek verb translated ‘sore amazed’ means to be astounded, 
staggered, bewildered, utterly dumbfounded.  The root meaning of 
the second verb is ’not at home’ – as though our Lord was driven 
beyond himself in an anguish of the soul struggling to free itself from 
the body under such pressure of mental distress.  Waymouth renders 
the phrase, ‘full of terror,’ and Moffatt gives it as ‘appalled’.   Isaiah 53 
tells us that ‘He was bruised for our iniquities’. This word means to 
crush or beat to pieces.  It does not so much refer to our Lord’s 
outward, physical sufferings as to the inconceivable extreme of his 
inward excruciation.” 

 
This is what it cost our Lord to redeem us. 
 
So, the book of Romans explores not only the Cross as the means of 
forgiveness, but also as the means used by the indwelling Spirit to separate 
us within from all that is not the character of Christ. 
 
The Lord’s desire and purpose for us is to enter true spiritual Life in Christ in 
order to offer that Life to others.  The book of Romans was written to show 
us how that’s done. 
 
   ___________________  
 
Here’s what’s going to happen next week. 
 
Our first study after we moved back to Idaho from Portland was in March of 
2020.   
 
Many of us have spent the last 14 months exploring the scriptures together 
to gain what we could in our understanding of the Bible, and specifically, 
what the scriptures have to say about the time we’re living in. 
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Sometime near the beginning of our time together, we had a “quiz”, just to 
see what kinds of things we would need to address as time went on, and to 
help us all get on the same page. 
 
Next week, we’re going to discuss some things as a group.  I want to find out 
where everyone is now. 
 
The majority of the epistles in the New Testament were written in response 
to something Paul or the other apostles learned regarding the spiritual 
condition or circumstances of the churches.   
 

The epistles were generated through discovery and the authors 
targeted the needs they became aware of. 

 
I’m pull from parts of that original quiz we had, and add some principles 
we’ve discussed this last year.   
 
And don’t panic, I’m not calling on anyone, judging anyone or anything like 
that.  If you hate quizzes, you can still hate them; if you’re an introvert (like I 
am) and you want to just sit back and watch, feel free.   
 
If you’re an extrovert and you want to share everything you’ve ever learned 
in your entire life, jump right in. 
 
I know that a lot of you weren’t here for our original discussion; that’s not a 
problem.   
 
You may or may not be familiar with some of these principles, but we’ll take 
a few minutes on each to clarify things and I can always send out any 
additional information you want; just let me know. 
 
Part of the reason for this is personal accountability.   
 
The Lord holds me responsible for what I teach and for whether what I teach 
is coming from Him or me.   
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So, during the last few weeks while I was gone, there have been some 
moments of contemplation and renewed determination to be dependent on 
Him and not others - no matter how good they may be as teachers and 
pastors. 
 
One of the books I read through while we were gone had a couple of 
statements that got my attention.  
 
I’ll share them to show how this accountability idea surfaced again and led 
me to do what we’re going to do. 

 
“God raises up certain men to keep His full purpose in view to His 
people.  This is essential to God.  When there is so much that is less 
than that purpose; so much that is other than what the Lord would 
have, it is necessary that God have an instrument of the purpose of 
keeping His full thought before His people.  Those called to do this will 
be judged by that.” 

 
And from another section; 
 

“Divine disfavor will rest upon all that stands in the way of the full 
thought of God.  So often in the light of a true spiritual understanding 
of what God is after, and how God reaches what He is after, there has 
to be a setting aside of anything that would hinder.  And that requires, 
so far as the Lord’s servants are concerned, that they shall be marked 
by true adjustability.” 

 
See what I mean?  I prayed about what God wants me to do, and then these 
things popped up.   
 
I know from past experience, and from seeing the history of Israel in the Old 
Testament and of the Church in Rev. 2 & 3, that if God’s purpose is not kept 
in view, we will absolutely drift away into all sorts of so-called Christian 
activities, which may have value in themselves, but which (like Martha) 
become a focus for us that keeps us busy; but neither ‘busyness’ nor 
‘stagnation’ are what the Lord is ultimately after. 
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Just like we have to always be brought back to the absolute completeness of 
our forgiveness in Christ whenever the enemy doubles down on his 
condemnation and accusations against us, we also have to be brought back 
again and again to why we are here and what God’s purpose is for us. 
 
I saw a meme once that said, “God loves you, but so what, God loves 
everybody.’  It reminded me of a line from Chariots of Fire, “If everybody’s 
somebody, then nobody’s anybody.” 
 
If the thought has ever crossed your mind that you’re just a number, one 
among billions, then you need to realize that God is not like us.  His 
capabilities in the area of relationship and love are beyond our ability to 
comprehend. 
 
I’ll close with this segment from a book called, ‘The Central Theme of the 
Bible’; 

 
“The divine sovereignty unendingly expressed through that utterly 
beautiful Manhood and Saviorhood.  Try to think what it will mean to 
each of us through those ages to come.  The infinite love of the 
Father’s boundless bosom comes to us through the incomparable 
tenderness of that meek and lowly human heart.  His infinite mind will 
hold and surround all the millions of us who love and adore Him, but 
He will affectionately discriminate in such a way as to love and cherish 
each one of us individually as only the infinite God can.  We will sing, 
“My Beloved is mine, and I am His”.  Did not His redeeming love come 
to us individually?  Has He not a plan for us individually?  Then will His 
love ever lose sight of us individually?  Never.  Each one of us is 
uniquely precious to Him. And this forever.” 

 


