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7,15,21 Rom. 3 vs. 1-20 The Work of the Cross in Us 

 

We know the meaning of the cross for us in justification, but we need to look at 

the cross in us.  These truths are the foundation of genuine spiritual life; it’s 

extremely important that we see clearly the working of the cross in our lives – 

freeing us, not only from the penalty of sin, but also from its power. 

 

The way this works out practically is through what Heb. 12 calls ‘chastening’ or 

literally, ‘child training’. 

 

We’re all, in ways unique to each of us, in the middle of that training. 

 

We didn’t anticipate training at this level of intensity and would probably escape if 

we could.  But God has seen our hearts and He sees the end, the goal, of this and 

knows that when we’re standing face-to-face with Him, having not ‘tapped out’, 

we’re going to realize that pushing us to finish our training was the best and most 

loving thing He could have done.    

 

“He knows the way I take; when He has tested me, I will come forth as gold.” 

(Job 23:10).   

 

Job didn’t say that at the end of his trials, or at the beginning, but in the midst of 

his suffering, when he had no idea why it was happening or if there would even be 

an end. 

 

God could deliver us, but besides being our God, He’s also our Father and knows 

that ensuring our completion of the training is something even we, in our pain, 

hope for.  He knows what this will mean to us when we reach the end. 

 

This next part of what the scriptures tell us is about the inworking of the cross is 

absolutely vital to understand because of its implications to us personally, and 

because of the heightened emphasis in this generation to reject it.  

 

Guilt over our past and present failures is both unnecessary and self-destructive.    
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Without failure we would be ruled by the flesh, not the Spirit.  Failure is part of 

God’s method of shaping us into vessels fit for the Master’s use.   

 

Personal, painful failure is extremely valuable to our spiritual growth in spite of 

what the enemy would have us believe.    

 

It wasn’t until Peter “went out and wept bitterly” over his denials of the Lord that 

God had a man He could use.  Peter had finally given up on Peter; and that is what 

God is after.  In Peter (and a multitude of others in the Bible) we can see exactly 

what the Lord must allow, and even arrange, to ensure our growth.  Jesus 

deliberately gave the enemy permission to sift Peter as wheat. 

 

We have to see failure as God sees it, not as we would naturally see it, not as the 

world sees it, and not as Satan wants us to see it.   

 

This is what the fight of faith is all about.  Every voice that pounds our minds with 

discouragement and despair over our failures is lying, only the scriptures are telling 

us the truth.   

 

As paradoxical as it may sound, failing does not make you a failure.   

 

I’m assuming most of you have not committed murder or adultery, but God calls 

David, “a man after my own heart”.  God’s seeing of David goes both deeper and 

far beyond David’s sins to the man God was shaping through his failings; just as He 

did Peter and Jacob and Abraham, etc.   

 

God chooses the base things of the world, the weak and despised, to bring to 

nothing the strong and successful.  He does this so that He gets all the glory and no 

one will be able to boast in His sight.  

    

The overwhelming majority of those God presents to us in the Bible as “spiritual 

heroes” (those we are to emulate) were failures.  It’s not that they imagined they 

were failures, but weren’t.  They really were failures. 
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Think about Peter’s denials, Abraham’s offering his wife to the king do save his 

own neck, Jacob’s theft of the birthright, David’s murder, fornication and the fact 

that he was a terrible father.   

 

The list is as long as the genealogies in Matthew and Luke.   

 

Since God knows the end from the beginning, He knows the hearts of all men and 

women, and He knows who is going to come out on top in terms of spiritual 

ascendency at the end.   

 

If you are a failure, you have His attention.  For you, God has a future and a hope.  

He can use someone like you. 

 

Not many mighty are even called, but God has His heart set on you, because you 

are the type of person that will likely never be anything on your own.   

 

The Lord is looking at our heart. 

 

So, whether we actually could have been successes in this world if the Lord had 

allowed us to pursue our vocations, marriages, etc. on our own, we may never 

know.  Because He has arranged our circumstances is such a way that failure would 

be the thing that characterizes us. 

 

Why would He do that?  Why did He do that with these ‘heroes’ in the Bible?  Why 

did He do that with us?   

 

Sometimes it was sovereignly arranged circumstances that forced us into failure 

(like Peter’s sifting).  Sometimes it was simply our own laziness or bad decisions 

that put us there.   

 

But regardless how we got there, the outcome was the same; God was making 

absolutely sure we realize that “apart from Him, we can do nothing.” God has 

ensured that we would fail. 
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Without an extended track record of failure (from job to job, relationship to 

relationship, church to church) we would never come to the place where we 

genuinely (not just theologically) realize how utterly dependent on God we really 

are.   

 

Grace would never make sense and we would never transfer our faith from 

ourselves to Him. 

 

God is working toward something much more important than worldly success.  

He’s developing a race of people restored to original creation design – which is full 

dependence on the Creator for life.   

 

And because of the fall and the influence of the world and Satan, God must drive 

home to us, empirically, the design of our creation and the way to life.  He does 

this by breaking us; by the crucifixion of the flesh – the inward work of the cross.    

 

Along with suffering to weaken us and deepen our understanding of the need for 

dependence on the Lord, failure plays a vital role. 

 

If we would just take at face value what the Bible says about us, all this failure 

would be unnecessary.  But that’s not how we function.  Most of us won’t believe 

until we touch His scars and put our hand into His side. 

 

If you knew my record of personal failures, you’d probably stop listening to these 

studies.  But what I’m telling you today is what has begun to set me free from living 

under a cloud of guilt and shame.   

 

Doesn’t the Bible tell us that “the truth shall make you free”?  If we are under the 

burden of a stronghold of guilt, the truth hasn’t registered.   

 

Seeing ourselves as the world sees us and as we see us is psychology devastating.  

Seeing us as God sees us is freedom, hope and life. 

 

The next time the emotion of guilt over failure rolls over you, you will have to 

make a decision based on faith or based on satanically interpreted empiricism.   
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If you choose the Lord, you will trust Him with the outcome of all that has 

happened; and reject the idea that a lifetime of failure matters to God.  And if it 

doesn’t matter to Him, ask yourself why it matters to you. 

 

God is neither surprised nor concerned.  He’s working toward something that 

requires that all this happens.  Why not let Him finish?   

 

Jacob leaned on his staff and worshipped God at the end.   

 

Every day, it’s our choice – we will believe something and someone.  Who we 

believe will determine whether we see our future has having hope or being 

hopeless – one choice causes faith and rest, the other guilt and discouragement. 

 

Seems like a no-brainer (but it doesn’t seem that way when the fiery darts of the 

enemy are hurled at us). What quenches those?  The shield of faith.  It always 

comes down to this fight of faith – who are we going to believe? 

 

So, God looks at your failures one way, and you look at them another way.  What 

are you going to do about that? 

 

Everything that has come to us, whether from others or from apparently random 

circumstances, or even things that are self-induced.  None of this is coincidental; all 

of it, down to the minutest detail, is working in us an eternal weight of glory.   

 

It’s not a curse, it’s not because of “other people”, it’s not our failures that have 

brought the roof down on our heads – everything we go through is under the 

canopy of the sovereign ordering of God as He creates sons to rule His kingdom.   

 

As James says, 

 

“Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been 

approved, he will receive the crown of life . . .” (Jas. 1:12) 
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Before creating man “a little lower than the angels”, God created a vast variety of 

angels.  Even the lowest of these beings is extremely powerful and majestic.  The 

highest of the principalities and powers (archangels, cherubim, seraphim) are 

indescribably powerful and beautiful (before he fell, Lucifer was a cherubim).   

 

Among those re-created in Christ by new birth, the eternal differences between 

those who enter heaven as the “majority” versus the overcomers who enter as 

conquerors, will also be vast.   

 

There is absolutely no way any of us, looking back from that future time, would 

ever want to have been ‘rescued’ from the things which fitted us for a glorified 

position of honor and authority.   

 

Heaven is not like the American school system where all are winners, where 

everyone receives ‘trophies’ simply by showing up.   

 

(1 Cor. 15:41-42). “As one star differs from another in glory, so also is the 

resurrection” (of the saints)   

 

Everything the Lord is doing is with that purpose in mind – to prepare us to share 

the throne that Christ attained through His sufferings – through His cross.   

 

For those whose scars seem to characterize their lives (self-induced or otherwise) 

they will also go from a cross to the throne. 

 

We have to hang on to this perspective, because it’s the only perspective that can 

carry us through. 

 

(Rom. 8:18-19) “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 

not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed in us.  For 

the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the 

(mature) sons of God.”  

 

Here’s one author’s take on this; 
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“Do not think that it is the things which are observable that account for our 

condition. These may be contributing factors, they may be very testing, may 

bear upon us very heavily. Physical matters – yes, they do press, they do 

make the situation exceedingly difficult, they do make a difference. 

Circumstances in which we have to live our lives, they do make a lot of 

difference, they make the situation exceedingly difficult. We say, ‘If only the 

Lord would deal with this physical matter or these circumstances or this 

something else! It is all due to that, that is the cause of it, the reason for it.’ 

That is our way of reasoning, but it is not the Lord's thought at all. The thing 

is deeper down than that, and it is simply a matter of believing God; resolute 

faith, confidence in God. The Lord is trying to get us out of our variable and 

varying soul life where we are at the mercy of all our feelings, thoughts and 

reasonings and all that kind of thing, into a realm where, in spirit, we are 

steadfast.” (TAS) 

 

Now, let’s drop back to Rom. 3:1-2 and see how Paul builds his argument; 

 

“. . . what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? 

Great in every respect. First of all, they were entrusted with the oracles of 

God.” 

 

A commentary by Irving Jensen explains Paul’s statement like this: 

 

“By this time, the Jews who would read this letter were undoubtedly 

beginning to become a bit indignant with the apostle. They were saying to 

him, in effect; 

 

Look, the way you sound, it is as though these privileges that God has 

given to us -- our great religious heritage -- really means nothing at all. 

You are undervaluing our heritage. And also, if there is no partiality 

with God (Ro 2:11), what good is it to be Jewish? 
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Paul answers: 

 

No, I’m not; these things mean a great deal. The Jews have been given 

a position of privilege -- they were given the oracles of God; they were 

entrusted with the message of God; they were chosen as the channel 

by which God would communicate with the race -- and this is a 

tremendous privilege.” 

 

So, we all know it's great to be blessed by God with the knowledge of the truth and 

with a special relationship with Him; but there any dangers inherent in God setting 

us apart to Himself in this way. 

 

There is, in all of us, a tendency to do two things with what God has given us: 

 

1.  Take His grace for granted; settle in to the belief that we somehow 

deserve our blessings. 

 

2. (Or) we become religiously proud of our insights and of our privileged 

standing with God as "His people".  Since we are the only ones who really 

are God's children, we feel we have the right to look down on those who 

aren't. 

 

In Rom. 3:9-18 Paul shatters both of these false perceptions. 

 

 “What then? Are we better off? Certainly not, for we have already charged that 

Jews and Greeks alike are all under sin, just as it is written: 

 

“There is no one righteous, not even one, 

there is no one who understands, 

there is no one who seeks God. 

All have turned away, 

together they have become worthless; 

there is no one who shows kindness, not even one. 

Their throats are open graves, 

they deceive with their tongues, 
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the poison of asps is under their lips. 

Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. 

Their feet are swift to shed blood, 

ruin and misery are in their paths, 

and the way of peace they have not known. 

There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

 

Apart from the regenerating work of Christ, we are moral and spiritual time 

bombs.  If not for the grace of God, any one of us could make Hitler look like a 

saint. 

 

If we were left completely alone in our natural state without any influence within 

or without from God, every one of us has to the potential of "poison lips, deceit, 

willingness to shed blood, destruction, misery, cursing and bitterness . . ." 

 

It’s not a pretty picture; but this is reality.  This is what God sees when he looks at 

the heart of unbelieving humanity and the flesh in the Christian. 

 

As Jeremiah puts it, 

 

"The human heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. . ."  

(17:9) 

 

For some of us, that realization has kept us from becoming Pharisees (at least 

sometimes it has).   

 

Any Christian who has really seen the depth of evil in our flesh knows he is in no 

position to consider himself better than anyone. 

 

Paul came to realize that the only life he would ever have that brought honor to 

His Master, would be the life that His Lord gave Him.  Listen to the way he writes it 

in another context, 

 

 "I am what I am by the grace of God” (1 Cor. 15:10) 
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As I mentioned earlier, the biggest personal challenge we face is believing what the 

scriptures are telling us.  Sparks put it this way (and as I read this, see if it doesn’t 

fit much of what we go through in regard to faith).  He’s commenting on Mark 9:24 

which says, “I do believe, help Thou, my unbelief.” 

 

“Here is something that you and I must dwell upon. Personally, I am 

constantly brought to this: I have not yet learned thoroughly to believe what 

I believe in! I believe in the finished work of Christ, yet sometimes I am just 

as miserable about myself as any man could be. I am often almost at the 

point of giving up because of what a wretched kind of thing I am. If there is 

anything in this world that would cause me to give up the Christian ministry, 

it is myself. Do you understand what I mean? Oh, how we are discouraged 

by what we find in ourselves! And so, we don't believe what we believe in. 

We believe in the finished work of Christ, and that God puts all that finished 

work to our account. God does not see us in ourselves – He sees us in Christ. 

He does not see us; He sees Christ in us. We don't believe that! If we really 

did, we would be delivered from ourselves and would indeed be triumphant 

Christians.” 

 

The creature is dependent on the Creator.  Sometimes we don’t see that as good 

news, but it is, because it’s this trust in Him, not in us, that delivers us from 

ourselves. 

 

We are animals without God.  We can’t be truly human without reliance on the 

Lord for everything, because by design we were created for a dependent 

relationship with God, to be indwelt by Him and to draw our spiritual and moral life 

from Him.   

 

When you remove the Lord from our humanity, which the world as a whole has 

done, what you have left are humans trying to be little gods, and the result is what 

we see around us, a mixture of imitation morality coupled with suffering, wars and 

pain. 
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Here’s another example of the importance of believing our beliefs.  This is from a 

brief commentary on 2 Cor. 1:9, which says, “We had the sentence of death in 

ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead.” 

 

“We shall not be able to raise ourselves any more than we can crucify 

ourselves, but we must recognize that the Lord's dealings with us are with 

that in view. In order to display the power of His resurrection, He will very 

often have to take the attitude toward us of letting things get well beyond 

all human power to remedy or save, of allowing things to go so far that there 

is no other power in all the universe that can do anything whatever to save 

the situation. He will allow death, disintegration to work, so that nothing, 

nothing in the universe is of any avail, except the power of His resurrection. 

 

We shall come to the place where Abraham came, who became the great 

type of faith which moved right into resurrection: "He considered his own 

body now as good as dead" (Rom. 4:19). That is the phrase used by the 

apostle about Abraham: "as good as dead." And Paul came into that: "We 

had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in 

ourselves, but in God which raises the dead" (2 Cor. 1:9). Whatever else men 

may be able to do in the realm of creation, they stop short when death has 

actually taken place; they can do no more. Resurrection is God's act, and 

God's alone. Men can do very many things when they have got life, but 

when there is no life, it is only God who can do anything. And God will allow 

His Church and its members oft-times to get into such situations as are 

altogether beyond human help, in order that He may give the display, which 

is His own display, in which no man has any place to glory.” 

 

So, how did Paul get to the place where he understood that all that matters in this 

life would only happen if he was completely dependent on Christ? 

 

(2 Cor. 12:7-10) Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for 

this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in 

the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me—to keep me from exalting 

myself! Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might leave 

me. And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
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perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my 

weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore, I am 

well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with 

persecutions, with difficulties, for the sake of Christ; for when I am weak, 

then I am strong.” 

 

Pressure has a way of bringing us out of our fantasy into reality and exposing our 

flesh. 

 

Pressure can keep us humble and teachable, and prevent us from developing the 

delusion that we can survive in this life apart from full surrender and dependence 

on our Lord. 

 

The cross brings all of us to exactly the same level before God - we are all 

desperately in need of God's mercy and that will never change. 

 

We are special. We are God's people.  But why?  Because we're so impressive; so 

successful?  I think sometimes we Christians need to seriously consider what God 

told Israel when they wondered about these same things, 

 

(Deut. 7:6)"For you are a holy people unto the Lord your God; the Lord your 

God has chosen thee to be a special people unto Himself, above all people 

who are on the face of the earth. . ." 

 

Was Israel special? - absolutely.  Were they the only people on earth who could 

honestly claim to be God's people, in unique standing with Him? – yes, they were.  

 

But listen to the next verse in Deut. 7:7; 

 

"The Lord did not set his love upon you, or choose you, because you were 

more in number than other nations (it was a big thing at that time in history 

days to be the largest.  Nations, like Egypt or Babylon, were considered the 

greatest because of their numbers and power; but for Israel, God says) 

"For you were the fewest of all people." 
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So, if God didn't choose Israel because they were great, why did He choose them? 

 

The first line of vs. 8 clears it up, 

  

"Because the Lord loved you . . ." 

 

This is just as true for us as for them.  We weren’t given this life and destiny in 

Christ because we are better than those who do not have these things – it was 

purely an issue of grace, and it always will be. 

 

Ok, I’m going to go off-topic for a couple of minutes just to show one of the 

obvious advantages of trusting the Lord and believing that we are loved by Him.  I’ll 

cite several passages, and they will be fairly self-explanatory;’ 

 

(Jas. 2:23) “And the Scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, 

and it was counted to him as righteousness’—and he was called the friend of 

God.” 

  

(Gen. 18:17) “The Lord said, ‘Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to 

do?’” 

 

(Amos 3:7) “Surely the Lord God does nothing without first revealing His 

secret counsel to His servants.” 

 

(Rev. 2:7) “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to the 

churches.” 

 

And here is the result of all the above:  

 

(1 Chron. 12:32), “The sons of Issachar, men who understood the times, 

with knowledge of what Israel should do.” 

 

Not all Christians know what the Church should do, just as not all Israel knew what 

the sons of Issachar knew.  Because not all Christians can ‘hear what the Spirit is 

saying to the churches.’ 
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This is only one of a million advantages or ‘privileges’ of abiding in Christ. 

 

To close, I’m going to share some comments by David Wilkinson which are both 

encouraging and practical – things he obviously lived out;  

 

He’s drawing from Psalm. 37:4 which says, “Delight yourself also in the Lord.” 

 

“Our peace and contentment always depend upon our resignation into 

God’s hands, no matter what our circumstance. If you’ve fully resigned 

yourself into God’s hands, then you’re able to endure any and all hardships. 

Your Father’s desire is for you to be able to go about your daily business 

without fear or anxiety, totally trusting in his care. And your resignation to 

him has a very practical effect in your life. The more resigned you are to 

God’s care and keeping, the more indifferent you’ll be to the conditions 

around you. 

 

“If you are resigned to him, you won’t constantly be trying to figure out the 

next step. You won’t be scared by the frightful news swirling around you. 

You won’t be overwhelmed as you think about the days ahead because 

you’ve entrusted your life, family and future into your Lord’s safe and loving 

hands. 

 

“How worried or concerned do you think sheep are as they follow their 

shepherd? They are not worried at all, because they’re totally resigned to his 

leading them. Likewise, we are the sheep of Christ, who is our great 

Shepherd. So, why should we ever be concerned, disquieted or worried 

about our lives and futures? He knows perfectly how to preserve his flock 

because he leads us in love! 

 

“In my own life, I’ve had to learn to trust God one problem at a time.  

Merely saying the words, “I trust the Lord completely,” isn’t sufficient.  I 

have to discover this over and over again in my life, in many areas and in 

everyday things.  We are to act in agreement with the Lord, as Abraham did, 

giving God his life as a blank check, and letting the Lord fill it all in.” 
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Wilkerson’s last sentence is very similar to Paul’s statement in the first part of Gal. 

2:20; “I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live . . . “ 

 

When we can consistently believe, deeply, that since we have been bought with 

the price of Christ’s blood, and we are not our own; then we will begin to 

experience the last part of Gal. 2:20 which says, “but Christ lives in me.” 

 

He increases only as we decrease.  And there is nothing that can so effectively 

cause our decrease as when we surrender to the work of the cross. 

 


