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7,21,22 Rev. 21 & 22, All Things New 

These are the final chapters in Revelation.  And as you’ll see, God has saved the 

best for last. 

I’m going to start with something we saw in our study in Rev. 17:15. As Walter 

Scott put it; 

“The symbolic meaning of ‘water’ or ‘sea’ in the book of Revelation is 

referring to the turbulent masses of unsaved humanity, Rev. 17:15 reaffirms 

this; ‘The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, 

multitudes, nations, and tongues.’ Not only is the sea representative of the 

gentile nations in rebellion against God, but it also emphasizes the restless 

churning and roaring within them.  The sea as a symbol speaks of the wild 

and revolutionary forces and principles at work among these nations’”. 

Now, here’s why we revisited that.  Let’s read the first verse of Rev. 21; 

“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away. And there is no more sea.” 

“No more sea” doesn’t mean that in the new earth, oceans will not exist.  It means 

there will be no rebellious, restless humanity. 

So, in Rev. 21:1 we are assured that once the old creation is destroyed, rebellion 

will never exist again.   

We know from other studies we’ve done in Colossians and parts of Revelation, that 

if we go back to eternity past, God had pre-determined a perfect creation (some 

authors call it a perfect or ideal society).  And somehow, He would form this 

society out of sinful men and women, which seems impossible. 

Each stage of human history finalized in failure – far from perfection.  But also, in 

each stage of history there has been a remnant who loved God and who were 

determined to do His will.  God will have made that remnant, redeemed by the 

Cross of Christ and suffering in order that Christ might be formed in them, the 

center piece of His new creation humanity. 

 (2 Tim. 2:12) “If we suffer, we shall reign.” 
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All those who were saved throughout history will share in this new creation, 

because all have been forgiven and perfected, but as we’ve seen, the remnant will 

also reign with Christ in the eternal future.  

     __________ 

 

The second verse introduces us to the main subject of chapter 21 which is the New 

Jerusalem; 

“Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” 

There’s some history behind this that we need to briefly look at.  This is from 

Barnhouse; 

“God had desired such a city for His ancient people Israel.  He had hoped to 

establish His temple there, and from it the blessings of righteousness and 

justice were to flow to all the earth.  That is why it was called ‘Jerusalem’ – 

the city of peace in Hebrew.  But instead, it became an unfaithful city.  Jesus 

wept over Jerusalem; (Matt. 23:37-38) ‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one 

who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I 

wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under 

her wings, but you were not willing! Your house is left to you desolate.”   

“John, in Revelation, is not speaking of a mere political center, but of a 

spiritual people, ‘the bride made beautiful for her husband’.  Now, through 

the representative faithfulness of the remnant in the church, the bride has 

made herself ready and the work of salvation is complete.  God, Himself, is 

to dwell with His people.” 

As we’ll discover in a few minutes, based on what we see as the symbols that make 

up the gates and the foundations, it appears that the remnant of Israel, as well as 

the church, are to be included in the New Jerusalem in some capacity of honor. 

So, in the New Jerusalem, God has finally secured His place of rest – the place in 

which He will dwell forever. 

(Rev. 21:3-5) “And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ‘Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall 

be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will 
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wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor 

sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have 

passed away.’ Then He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things 

new.’ And He said to me, ‘Write, for these words are true and faithful.’” 

This was offered to, and rejected by Israel. 

(John 1:1-4, 14, 11) “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things 

were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 

made.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men . . . And the Word 

became flesh and tabernacled among us, and we beheld His glory . . . He 

came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” 

The tabernacle of God dwelt among us in Christ and would have remained as God’s 

eternal dwelling place had He been received.   

The hope and desire of every child of God will be realized.  No more pain, death, 

sorrow, or crying. Death has been turned to life; sorrow to joy and anguish into 

peace.  And as we saw in the last part of vs. 4, “the former things have passed 

away”.  Meaning, these things will never return.   

     __________ 

Verses 6 & 7 add this; 

“And He said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to 

him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his 

God and he shall be My son.’” 

We saw in Rev. chapters 2 & 3 that inheritance involves faithfulness; that rewards 

were offered, not to all Christians regardless of how they lived their lives here, but 

only to those who were overcomers.  But in Rev. 21, the context is different. 

Verse 6 is a gospel offer or appeal, and is given freely to those who thirst.  The 

water of life is given on the grounds of reception alone.  We can also see that this 

is what John is saying by documenting those who are excluded from the Holy City 

in vs. 8; 
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“But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 

sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns 

with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 

This isn’t a description of carnal or unfaithful Christians losing rewards as we saw in 

Rev. chapters 2 & 3, the context in Rev. 21 shows us the division between saved 

and unsaved. 

     __________ 

 

Now, in verses 9-21 things get extremely symbolic.  Let’s read the section first, 

then we’ll look at the implications; 

“Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the 

seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, ‘Come, I will 

show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.’  And he carried me away in the Spirit 

to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy 

Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her 

light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Also, 

she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the 

gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes 

of the children of Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on the north, 

three gates on the south, and three gates on the west. Now the wall of the 

city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve 

apostles of the Lamb. And he who talked with me had a gold reed to 

measure the city, its gates, and its wall. The city is laid out as a square; its 

length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: 

twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. Then he 

measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the 

measure of a man, that is, of an angel. The construction of its wall was of 

jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the 

wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first 

foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony (kal she’ 

duh nee), the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the 

seventh chrysolite (kris’ o lite), the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 

chrysoprase (kry’ so praze), the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 
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The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. 

And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.” 

When we line up vs. 9 and 10, we see that the bride, “the Lamb’s wife” is the same 

as “the holy city”;  

“Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.’ And he carried me away 

in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the 

holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.” 

I think this author explains it best; here’s what he wrote; 

“In studying the city, there is a problem of interpretation.  Two lines of 

thought are presented to us.  We are given the description of a city in terms 

of material (walls, streets, foundations, gateways, precious stones, trees and 

a river).  And yet we are told twice that the city is composed of people, the 

bride made ready for her husband.  How are these two lines of thought to 

be reconciled? We have to avoid ludicrous meanings; but of several things 

we can be sure.  We have before us the description of a real, heavenly 

community of the saints from all the ages, and in the midst of the city dwells 

God the Father with the Lord Jesus Christ; and finally, this fellowship will not 

be broken, for the author of wickedness and evil is barred from entering.” 

The valuable stones represent the precious nature and glory of the bride.  There’s 

a sense in which this chapter is a parable.  Here’s what I mean; compare these 

three verses; 

(Matt. 13:44) “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. 

When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he 

had and bought that field.” 

(Heb. 12:2) “. . . looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross.”  The cross is where 

the ‘man’ sold all he had, and we are His joy.  

Finally, (John 17:22) “(Father), the glory which You gave Me I have given 

them.” 

Near the beginning of our study in Revelation I gave a definition of “glory”.  These 

verses in Rev. 21 are some of the best passages in the Bible that show, 

symbolically, the eternal implications of what glory is. 
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In the scriptures, “glory” refers to that which makes the invisible visible.   

(2 Chron. 5:13-14) “The temple, the house of the LORD, was filled with a 

cloud so that the priests could not stand there to minister because of the 

cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.” 

The invisible God was made visible (His presence was now evident) in the temple. 

In Rev. 21 we see the eternal, spiritual reality of this. Also, Paul tied this principle to 

the Church in Col. 1:27; 

 “To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

All of the external glory of the New Jerusalem, that will shine into all the earth, 

comes from the indwelling of Christ in us.  The life of Jesus, Who is the outshining 

of the glory of God, the invisible God made visible in Christ, is finally and fully being 

made manifest through our then immortal bodies. 

(2 Cor. 3:18) “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the 

glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to 

glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” 

(Eph. 3:21) “To (God) be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 

generations forever and ever.” 

I’m hoping by now that you are seeing how literally everything written in the Bible 

from Genesis through Jude finds it’s real, true, spiritual and eternal fulfillment in 

the Book of Revelation. 

We see the shadows and types in the Old Testament.  We see the progressive 

development of the spiritual reality of those shadows in the New Testament.  And 

in Revelation we see the final form of all God has planned and desired. 

To say that the education of the Body of Christ is incomplete without this book is a 

massive understatement; which I’m sure all of you are realizing by now. 

I mentioned earlier how the gates and foundations reveal the city’s inhabitants; 

(Rev. 21:12-14) “She had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve 

angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the 

twelve tribes of the children of Israel . . . the wall of the city had twelve 
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foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the 

Lamb.” 

The New Jerusalem will be comprised of those saved in all dispensations; John’s 

use of the twelve tribes and twelve apostles are representative of spiritual Israel 

and the Church. 

The listing of all the various stones and measurements represent the extreme 

value and immense size of God’s final dwelling place.   

This isn’t the first time a New Testament writer uses this same symbolic language 

to describe the Church and her destiny; 

(Eph. 2:19-22) “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, 

but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, 

being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also 

are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.” 

     __________ 

 

Now, to finalize our look at chapter 21, I want to share a brief quote by Sparks on a 

few verses we definitely need to see the implications of.  What I found by him 

were his comments on 1 Jn. 1:5 which says, “God is light and in Him is no darkness 

at all.”  When I first read that and remembered that Rev. 21 is essentially the 

fulfillment of what 1 Jn. 1:5 represents, I put it in a file and saved it for now.  So, 

first, here’s the verses in Rev. 21; 

(Rev. 21:21-27) “The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate 

was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent 

glass. But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 

its temple.  The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for 

the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light.  And the nations of 

those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring 

their glory and honor into it.  Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there 

shall be no night there). And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the 

nations into it.  But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or 
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causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s 

Book of Life.” 

Now as I read what Mr. Sparks wrote, key in on phrases like ‘pure gold like 

transparent glass’ and ‘the glory of God and the Lamb is its light’.  Here’s what he 

wrote; 

“Light is transparency; light is clearness; light is absolute purity; light is 

honesty and openness of character. Light hides nothing; its whole action and 

nature is contrary to hiding anything. It has nothing to hide; it shows 

everything; it shows all: in other words, it is not deceitful. It does not want to 

cover anything, or to pretend or make believe that something is other than 

what it is. There is no duplicity about light. The Spirit has come to bring all 

that to an end in the Person of the Lord Jesus and to work out the meaning 

of the Cross in our lives, so that everything that belongs to the kingdom of 

darkness is removed: so that in the end, with us too, there is no darkness at 

all. If the Spirit really does His work in you and in me, He will make us to be 

people who can bear to be ‘looked into’ without any fear, without any 

drawing of the blinds. Our lives and our motives will bear looking into.” 

This is something that may be hard to imagine ever happening to us.  Maybe I 

should speak for myself, but there is no way I would want every thought or motive 

I have made public.  My life does not “bear looking into”.   

I also find it hard to imagine what it must have been like to be in the company of 

Jesus of Nazareth, whose every word and action demonstrated exactly Who He 

was as a Person.  He successfully fought against every temptation to embrace a 

thought or motive that could not be characterized by light, transparency and 

absolute purity. 

We are going to be conformed to His image in the deepest part of who we are.  

And that’s why we will never sin in God’s kingdom.  Not just because Satan is 

bound and we don’t face temptation, but because just as He is pure by nature, we 

will be pure by nature.  

(1 Jn. 3:2-3) “Beloved, we are now children of God, and what we will be has 

not yet been revealed. (But) we know that when Christ appears, we will be 

like Him, for we will see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in 

Him purifies himself, just as Christ is pure.” 
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In Isaiah 32:17, he tells us that “The work of righteousness will be peace; the 

service of righteousness will be quiet confidence forever.” A way to paraphrase 

this to help us make a personal application would be “The effect of righteousness is 

peace and quiet confidence forever.” 

We won’t be striving or longing for inner peace and quiet, because we will be 

righteous by nature, just as He is righteous.   

     __________ 

 

Let’s move to chapter 22 and start with the first seven verses; 

“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb.  In the middle of its street, and on 

either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each 

tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the 

healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of 

God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.  They 

shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.  There shall be 

no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God 

gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.  Then he said to me, 

‘These words are faithful and true.’ And the Lord God of the holy prophets 

sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place.  

‘Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the 

prophecy of this book.’” 

The picture of the eternal dwelling place of God and redeemed humanity is 

overflowing with symbols of life and healing.  “Life” like a river comes from God’s 

throne and nourishes the tree of life and the fruit that springs from it. 

The curse of the fall and its fruit is removed forever – Life has overcome death and 

light has overcome darkness. God’s omnipresence is all the light that is needed to 

fill the new creation. Or as Barnhouse describes this; 

“The saints see the face of their God . . . The Light that is God the Father, 

and the ‘sun of righteousness’ Who is God the Son, light the city with Divine 

brilliance as the heavenly glory shines all around.” 

     __________ 
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The next part of Rev. 22 is a confirmation – giving us the absolute assurance that 

everything Revelation has presented to us will happen; 

(Rev. 22:8-17) “Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard 

and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me 

these things.  Then he said to me, ‘See that you do not do that. For I am your 

fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep 

the words of this book. Worship God.’  And he said to me, ‘Do not seal the 

words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand.  He who is 

unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is 

righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still’.  

‘And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to 

every one according to his work.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.’  Blessed are those who do His 

commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may 

enter through the gates into the city.  But outside are dogs and sorcerers 

and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and 

practices a lie. I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in 

the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and 

Morning Star.’  And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who 

hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him 

take the water of life freely.” 

There are several verses in this section that we have covered in previous studies.  

We’ve looked at the Morning Star. We’ve seen that this isn’t the first time John’s 

emotional overload causes him to try to worship an angel.  We’ve also looked at 

God’s declaration that when history ends, the condition of every person will 

remain static – if they are saved, they will be righteous forever; if they are lost, 

they have no hope of being unlost.  

But in our Lord’s last affirmation of the certainty of future glory, He also makes a 

final appeal to those who thirst to come to the water of life and drink freely, 

without cost.  And He commands that everything Daniel was told to seal until the 

time of the end in Dan. 12:4, be unsealed for all who have ears to hear, so they can 

examine what is soon to come. 
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He also reemphasizes in vs. 14 that nothing evil, nothing sinful, will ever enter into 

the holy city.  So, again, this shows us that once righteousness fills the world, 

unrighteousness will never again get a foothold.  

Then, finally, in vs’s 18-21 the Lord closes with a very unique warning; 

“For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: 

If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are 

written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of 

this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the 

holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.  He who 

testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming quickly.’ Amen. Even so, 

come, Lord Jesus! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.’” 

Here's an author’s description of this last portion of Revelation; 

“The seriousness with which the judgment of God is to be taken is further 

shown by the warning God gives to those who would tamper with His Word.  

Let us not forget that the Apocalypse was written not only to inform the 

believer of the events which close the history of time and open the history 

of eternity, but it was also written to warn the lost of their doom and to bid 

them seek the Savior Who alone can deliver them.”  

There have been countless religions created by Man which either completely 

misinterpret or dismiss the prophetic sections of the Bible.  They have no idea of 

the price they will pay for this.   

Walter Scott simply states; 

“It is a stern denunciation by the Lord.  He testifies of the awful sin, of the 

ruinous consequences to every soul, who ads to or takes from this verbally 

inspired book.” 

This warning shows how seriously God takes the neglect or distortion of the book 

of Revelation.  And even though the warning in Rev. 22 is directed to unbelievers, 

there is obviously a secondary application of this warning to Christian pastors.  

Those who refuse to teach Revelation will also pay a price for their neglect of this 

book at the Bema Seat of Christ, when they stand before the Lord to give account 

of the ministry He entrusted them with. 

Then, fortunately, John closes the letter with “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you all.”  I hope by now that we realize beyond any doubt that everything the 
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future holds for us is by grace; we don’t deserve any of it, but we get more than we 

could imagine – purely by grace. 

     __________ 

 

When we began our study of Revelation, I said that this incredible book was exactly 

what the title says it is, “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”.  Every element, every 

exhortation, comfort, warning and event in some way reveals the personality of 

Christ as the eternal Son, the sovereign God and the Creator of all that exists.  As 

Paul wrote in Col. 1:15-17; 

“He is the expressed image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 

creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are 

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities 

or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is 

before all things, and in Him all things consist.” 

If we’ve been able to see the Son of God behind every passage we’ve studied in 

Revelation, we now know a great deal more about Who He is than we did before.  

That was the Holy Spirit’s goal in using John to write this book. 

(John 16:12-14) “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 

them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide 

you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever 

He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify 

Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare (or reveal) it to you.” 

When we see the eternal state, we see a creation that has always been in the mind 

of God – and we see it finally realized through the suffering and glorification of 

Christ. 

But this new, eternal heaven and earth also show us the heart of the incredible 

grace, creativity and kindness of the Savior as well as His indescribable power. 

Our destiny will involve the eternal enjoyment of all that the Lord is free to bring to 

us because of the Cross.  The barrier that once existed between us and God, that 

prevented the fullness of His love and grace to be given to us, has been removed 

forever.   
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All of this and more, will soon come to us when the final trumpet sounds and we 

are caught up to meet the Lord in the air - we shall be with Him forever, at perfect 

rest in the fulness of what life was always meant to be.  

One of the realities of the new heaven and new earth that is contained in the 

Greek word used for “new” (kainos) is that this creative act of God is 

unprecedented and therefore beyond our comprehension because we have no 

frame of reference for what it will be like.  Listen to this statement about what this 

word implies; 

“There is very little revealed about the character of the new heaven and 

earth in Scripture. The main emphasis is its uniqueness; it is completely 

different from the old. The new heaven and earth are not simply the old 

renovated but an act of new creation.  The word ‘new’ here is kainos which 

means new in quality and character.” 

(Isa. 65:17) “For behold, I create a new heaven and a new earth; and the 

former shall not be remembered.” 

On a personal level, it’s hard to imagine a greater blessing than total inward and 

outward rest; and having those things become ours forever because of the actual 

presence of God with us. 

In the meantime, keep 1 Peter 1:8 in mind; 

“Though you have never seen Him, you still love Him; and though you still 

don’t see Him, yet believing, you can rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 

glory.” 

For now, this is a life of faith. There’s an entire kingdom that’s invisible to us.  And 

the most frustrating part is that the Center of that kingdom, our Lord, our greatest 

heart’s desire, is also invisible.   

We know the Savior by faith and we love Him based on what we know of Him.  This 

is the reality we’re in until He returns.   For now, 2 Cor. 5:7 tells us “We walk by 

faith, not by sight”.  And in Heb. 11:1 adds, “Faith gives substance to the things 

hoped for and is the evidence of things not seen.” 

But what we’ve studied in Revelation holds out the absolute promise that someday 

soon, we will not only see Him and embrace Him as we’ve always wanted to do, 

but the result of that embrace will be the banishment of all our pain. 
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As Walter Scott puts it, 

"How lovingly must every believing heart look forward to that glorious day. 

Could any character of blessing be conceived morally superior to what is 

here stated?  God in the greatness, glory, and moral excellence of His Being!  

The source, absolute and independent, of everything craved for by heart 

and mind is treasured up in God Who will dwell with us forever. The life of 

God Himself the measure of the life and joy of the inhabitants of these 

eternal regions."   

I’m going to close our study of the book of Revelation with a great illustration of 

our hope by Joseph Seiss; 

“Picture a maiden whose lover left her for a voyage to another land 

promising on his return to make her his beloved bride.  Many told her that 

she would never see him again.   

But she believed his word, and evening by evening she went down to the 

lonely shore, and kindled a beacon-light in sight of the roaring waves, to hail 

and welcome the ship which was to bring her beloved.   

By that watch-fire she took her stand each night, praying to the winds to 

hasten on the sluggish sails, that he who was everything to her might come.   

Even so our blessed Lord who has loved us unto death, has gone away to the 

mysterious Land of Heaven, promising on His return to make us his eternal 

Bride.  Some say that He has gone forever, and that we shall never see Him 

again.  But His last word was, ‘I come quickly’.  And on the dark and misty 

beach sloping out into the eternal sea, each true believer stands by the love-

lit fire, looking, and waiting, and praying and hoping for the fulfillment of His 

Word.  And one of these nights, while the world is busy with its frivolities 

and it’s mocking of the maiden on the shore, a form shall rise over the 

surging waves, as once on Galilee, to vindicate forever all this watching and 

devotion, and bring to the faithful, a joy, and glory, and triumph which shall 

never end.” 
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