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Romans 3:21-4:8     The Implications of Pure Grace 
 
It’s been a while, so I want to give you some headlines to show where we 
seem to be going. 
 
I’m not going to take time to read the articles that the headlines are 
describing; they’re pretty self-explanatory. 

 
The Washington Post – Vaccine hesitancy morphs into hostility, as 
opposition to shots hardens. 
 
Los Angeles Times – Experts say tougher tactics are needed for the 
unvaccinated to stop new rise in Covid-19.  
 
Also, L.A. Times – Los Angeles County will require masks indoors amid 
alarming rise in cases. 
 

These next ones are links to various news outlets given on The Drudge 
Report, 

 
Deaths up 25% from two weeks ago; covid cases rising in every state. 

 
L.A. County Coronavirus spike hit alarming levels, with 10,000 infected 
in a week, as Delta variant spreads 

 
Surgeon General urges national fight against ‘misinformation’. 
 
Delta grips USA 
 
California hospitalizations highest in months 

 
Macron (president of France) mandates ‘health passports’; vax 
required for bars, restaurants and planes 

 
Biden calls for new vaccination push through door-to-door “strike 
forces”  
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 More California areas urge masks indoors as Delta rages 
 
Lamba variant found in Texas 
 
Gamma variant sweeps Illinois  
 
Monkey Pox outbreak as CDC monitors 200 people in 27 states. 
 

From USA Today –  
 

An Alabama physician glumly says she is making "a lot of progress" in 
encouraging people to vaccinate – as she struggles to keep them alive. 
 
Dr. Brytney Cobia, a physician at Grandview Medical Center in 
Birmingham, wrote in a recent Facebook post she is treating a lot of 
young, otherwise healthy people for serious coronavirus infections. 
 

"One of the last things they do before they're intubated is beg 
me for the vaccine," she wrote. "I hold their hand and tell them 
that I'm sorry, but it's too late." 

 
In her post, Cobia wrote that when a patient dies, she hugs their 
family members and urges them to get vaccinated. She said they cry 
and tell her they thought the pandemic was a "hoax," or "political”,  
 

See, there’s nothing “political”, no “hidden agenda”, nothing to see here – 
our government is just doing all they can to save our lives. 

 
Then Dr. Cobia writes, 
 

"They wish they could go back. But they can't," Cobia wrote. 
“And I go back to my office, write their death note, and say a 
small prayer that this loss will save more lives." 

 
And if all that is not enough to scare you into submission, this is from the 
“Science Alert” website, 
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“15,000 years old viruses identified in melting Tibetan glaciers; 
ancient creatures are emerging from the cold storage of now-melting 
permafrost.” 

 
If creating fear through the threat of new variants isn’t enough to get 
everyone vaccinated, mandates and door-to-door visits by health officials 
will be accelerating. 
 
And if the world can’t tie the deaths and injuries to the vaccines, then 
people will continue to line up.   They won’t believe they’re in danger. 
 
For Satan this is all a game of chess.  One side of the board is the globalists 
and world leaders all trying to establish a global, medical dictatorship 
through vaccine mandates, lockdowns, food shortages and eventually 
military marshal law. 
 
The other side of the board is made up of freedom fighters, patriots, 
protests and pushback against the globalist’s agenda and the vaccine 
mandates.  States like Texas are talking about succession, there are lawsuits 
against businesses requiring vaccinations for their employees, and the list 
goes on. 
 
Millions of Christians, who’s eyes are focused on this kingdom rather than 
their kingdom - things below, rather than things above - are rushing into 
both camps. 
 
All of this is designed to create increasing division, violence, and hostility.  
Books could be written detailing all the means Satan is using to reach his 
goal.  We didn’t even talk about “The Great Reset”, the Green New Deal, 
“The Fourth Industrial Revolution” or Transhumanism.  
 
The enemy’s end game is simply to create global chaos; to pave the way for 
the Antichrist. 
 
He can’t come into the world and be received as the savior of humanity until 
first there is a level of global chaos sufficient to cause ‘men’s hearts to fail 
them out of fear’.  As this article put it, 
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“We see evidenced by the violence, atrocities, genocide, pandemic 
and vaccine deaths, reported by the media each day, that we are 
obviously living in the time of great confusion predicted by the Lord 
when he said, “And in that day … the whole earth shall be in 
commotion, and men's hearts shall fail them”. 

 
This passage is in Luke 21:26 and here’s how the Amplified version reads, 
 

“Men swooning or expiring with fear and dread and apprehension and 
expectation of the things that are coming on the world; for the [very] 
powers of the heavens will be shaken.” 

 
In addition, both the Lord in Matt. 24 and Paul in 1 Tim. 4 said this 
generation would be characterized by deception. 
 
So, let’s look at what the Lord is doing in the Church, while the enemy is 
doing what he’s doing in the world. 
 
We’ll begin with a few passages I mentioned last week, but didn’t spend 
time discussing them. 

 
(Gen. 18:17) “The Lord said, ‘Shall I hide from Abraham what I am 
about to do?’” 
 
(Amos 3:7) “Surely the Lord God does nothing without first revealing 
His secret counsel to His servants.” 
 
(Rev. 2:7) “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit is saying to 
the churches.” 
 
(1 Chron. 12:32), “The sons of Issachar, men who understood the 
times, with knowledge of what Israel should do.” 
 

Not all believers in this age know what the Church should do, just as not all 
in Israel knew what the sons of Issachar knew.  Because not all Christians can 
‘hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.’ 
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If they could, they’d be ecstatic, because even though believers have 
thought for centuries that Jesus could come back soon, it’s absolutely 
certain now.   
 
So, 2000 years of Church history with scattered, and often persecuted 
overcomers, walking in intimacy with the Lord, is now coming together in a 
spiritually unified, global remnant providing a testimony of God’s original 
intention for His Church.   
 
I’m going to be quoting extensively from a book I recently re-read.  The book 
was written by T. Austin Sparks and it’s called, “The Work of God at an End-
Time.” 

 
“We have been moving from the fragmentary, partial and occasional, 
to the complete and final . . . which necessitates a stripping of all 
framework of earthly systems . . . At the end, that which is to be the 
vessel of fullness is in itself a very small vessel . . . that which is really 
going to serve the full end of God will be reduced through refinement, 
as was the case with Gideon's thirty-two thousand, who were reduced 
to three hundred. It was not a big company in the end, not a mob, not 
a mass movement. It’s like that and will be like that at the end. That 
which is related to God's fuller intention will be a comparatively small 
thing, very much refined, and the Lord takes serious pains to see that 
it is so . . . It obviously becomes supremely important and necessary 
for the Lord's people to know the time in which they live, and what it 
is that God is doing at such a time . . . “ 
 

Now, here’s where Sparks moves to a personal level of application that I 
think most of us can relate to; 
 

“The great conflicting forces in this universe register very terribly and 
intensely upon that which is of God and upon those who are of 
account to Him . . . The ways in which this works out are numerous, 
but the whole effect is to paralyze and put out of commission that 
which is of God and bring it to a complete standstill . . . very great 
pressure and conflict comes into the atmosphere. It is as though 
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something is about to be brought forth which stirs the enemy to his 
utmost resistance, so much so that at such a time the whole fabric of 
the spiritual life is under strain and test, and it would be much easier 
for us to give up or take some line of less resistance. These are things 
which belong to an end-time, and we were noting that there is no 
doubt that we are in such a time today. That is the significance of this 
very hour. Things are going to change radically; one order is going to 
pass and another to come in.”    

 
Here's what he means by “one order is going to pass, and another come in”. 
 

“What God will do, by sheer force of world conditions, is ensure that 
anything that is only temporal will go and that which is spiritual alone 
will remain. There must therefore be intensifying processes to bring 
out the spiritual . . . we are going to see, and are already seeing, the 
removal of so much, the external things, upon which Christians have 
been relying as though these things constituted their Christian life. 
There must be a stripping away of all framework of earthly, Christian 
systems.  This work of transition is going to be done, for this is an end-
time movement.  God is shaking the heavens with that end in view.   
The earthly is now going to be forced to give way to the heavenly, the 
temporal to the spiritual, the outward to the inward. . . everything 
outward (everything made by man) is brought to an end . . . we are in 
the time of the emergency of a change of dispensation. 
 
“If you have any understanding of what God wants, your heart can 
sink as you see how things are by comparison.  It is a poor kind of 
spiritual understanding that can be satisfied with things as they are 
now.” 
 

Since we looked in past studies at the specifics of what this implies in 21st 
century American Christianity, I’m not going to do that again.   
 
But I do want to give you Spark’s take on how we can make sure we are 
walking in the light at this time in history and not just contemplating things 
we feel are interesting, maybe even possible, but things we are far from 
being absolutely certain of. 
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Remember this sentence in what I just read a minute ago, “It obviously 
becomes supremely important and necessary for the Lord's people to know 
the time in which they live, and what it is that God would do at such a time.” 
 
Without that, we’re just going through the motions with no real passion for, 
or understanding of, what God is doing or what, specifically, He wants us to 
do. 
 
Here’s another section of the Spark’s book.  And by the way, when Sparks 
talks about having “vision”, he’s not talking about having “a” vision; he’s 
talking about having the Lord reveal to us, supernaturally, what He’s doing in 
the world, and specifically in the Church, so we can to some degree, say with 
Jesus, “I do only those things I see My Father doing” (John 5:19).  
 

“To be a link with God's purpose by receiving from the Lord an 
understanding of what that purpose is, is a tremendously 
emancipating thing. It is one thing just to go on from day to day and 
week to week and year to year in a kind of piecemeal way: we go to 
(church on Sunday) and to (a small group during the week) and a 
conference next weekend, and that is repeated again and again, and 
so the whole (routine) of Christian activity and occupation is just 
something in itself.  
 
“It is quite another thing to be caught up in the grip of a mighty, 
dominating vision, so that the very atmosphere seems to proclaim 
there is something more than just the occasion - there is something 
big, something far-reaching in this - and you are brought into it by the 
Holy Spirit.   
 
“We have come to the time when a great many changes are going to 
take place in the set system of Christendom, when the spiritual will 
alone be of account, and when it will be of vital consequence that God 
should have a people who are a link with His fuller purpose. 
 
“If we have any reason to believe that such a change is imminent, 
when it will not be possible to carry on the old lines and to go on 
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organizing things with all the old machinery, and when the people of 
God are going to be forced by world conditions onto a spiritual 
ground where their concern will be just the Lord Himself, if we have 
any reason to feel that has commenced, then this must follow - that 
there should be something that becomes for God a ministry which 
links on with His fuller purpose, which stands vitally related to Him in 
His greater intentions.   
 
“What will save us from drift and diversion and from (deception)? 
What will take mere nominalism and ordinariness out of us? What will 
make us choose the best and not be satisfied with the good? What 
will deliver us from all that sort of thing? Nothing but (supernaturally 
imparted) vision. The possession of true vision (true understanding of 
what the Lord is after) will save us. You will never be nominal if you 
have Divinely-given vision, you will be vital. . .  
 
“We must be in possession, and under the mastery of, this heavenly 
vision, regarding the purpose of God (at this time in history). We must 
see the nature and meaning of what is happening, of the trend of 
things, the issues that are involved, and we must be found in co-
operation with God in these movements of His from heaven. . .  
 
“No one can take away from me that which I have seen; nothing can 
destroy that; I have seen, and it has become a part of my very being. 
That is the crucial point in a day like this. We must be able to 
recognize the changing directions of things, and we must be able to 
move with God.” 
 

And remember one of the lines I read earlier, “To be a link with God's 
purpose by receiving from the Lord an understanding of what that purpose 
is, is a tremendously emancipating thing.” 
 
When our thoughts are eternal rather than temporal, we begin to 
experience moving in the heavenlies rather than living in the shadowlands of 
superficial conversation and an earthly religion that can never meet the 
deepest needs of our hearts. 
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I know countless people who are struggling with spiritual questions and 
emotional pressure that weighs them down.  There is something (quote) 
“tremendously emancipating” about living above this world, and beyond the 
Christianity of this generation.    
 
(John 8:32) “the Truth will set you free.” 
 
    ________________   
 
Now, let’s go to Romans; 
 
This section of Romans is, to me, one of the most crucial passages in Romans 
for understanding the bottom-line principles involved in our forgiveness.   
 
As Newell put it,  
 

“To be clear here is to never be in error on the great theme of 
justification by faith - to be unclear is to be vulnerable to legalism in 
all its forms”. 

 
Justification by grace through faith alone is not only the cornerstone of the 
new covenant, but the implications of this doctrine are vital to our spiritual 
advance as believers.   
 
No other doctrine has come under as much attack as this one. 
 
Satan knows if he can shake our foundation, he can take down the whole 
structure. 
 
A few years ago, as I was standing around while my wife shopped at a mall in 
Portland, I decided to ask another guy, who also appeared to be following a 
shopping wife around, a question.  I said, “What do you think this means, 
‘Jesus died for your sins’?  He started to say “everyone knows what that 
means”, but then stopped and said, “Actually, I don’t know.” 
 
God’s means of justifying you and me through the substitutionary death of 
Christ may not be as clear to people as we think.    
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Never assume that everyone knows what that means, especially in the post-
Christian nation we’re living in now. 
 
Dr. Donald Barnhouse called this section of Roman’s “The heart of the 
Bible”.  Here’s his reasoning: 
 

“I am convinced today, after these many years of Bible study, that 
these verses are the most important in the Bible. Understand them 
and you will understand the whole Bible. Fail to comprehend their 
true meaning, and you will be in darkness concerning most of 
Scripture. For here is the revelation of God and the nature of His 
being; the revelation of sin and of the depths of sin; the revelation of 
God’s righteousness and the infinite demands and provisions of that 
righteousness; one of the keys of human history and the explanation 
of much that happened before the time of Christ, as well as the 
revelation of the principles that were to prevail in God’s dealings with 
men since Christ; here the mouths of those that would slander God 
because of His free pardon of sinners are closed forever; here is the 
vindication of the nature and character of God, righteous in all that He 
does.” 

 
Dr. Alva McClain added this; 
 

“This section is the very heart of the book of Romans. For this reason, 
all Christians ought to memorize Rom. 3:21-26. If someone should ask 
me, ‘Brother McClain, if you could have just six verses out of the Bible, 
and all the rest be taken away, which would you take?’, I would select 
these six verses. All of God’s Gospel is there, and in a way found 
nowhere else in the Word of God.” 

 
We’ll read through that section in a minute, but first let’s do some 
clarification on what’s behind these statements; 
 
In Hosea 11:1-8 we see something that can help with this; 
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“When Israel was a child, I loved him and called My son out of Egypt. 
 
The more [the prophets] called to them, the more they went from 
them; they kept sacrificing to the Baals and burning incense to the 
graven images. 
 
Yet I taught Ephraim to walk, taking them up in My arms, but they did 
not know that I healed them. 
 
I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love, and I was to 
them as one who lifts up and eases the yoke over their backs, and I 
bent down to them and gently laid food before them. 
 
They shall not return into the land of Egypt, but the Assyrian shall be 
their king because they refused to return to Me. 
 
And the sword shall rage against and fall upon their cities and shall 
consume their gates and shall make an end [of their defenses], 
because of their own counsels and devices. 
 
My people are determined to backslide from Me; though [the 
prophets] call them to Him Who is on high, none at all will exalt Him 
or lift himself up [to come to Him]. 
 
How can I give you up, O Ephraim! How can I surrender you and cast 
you off, O Israel! How can I make you as Admah or how can I treat you 
as Zeboiim! [both of these geographic areas were destroyed with 
Sodom] My heart churns within Me; My compassions are kindled 
together.” 

 
So, God’s dilemma is this: 
 

1.  A God of true justice must demand that men and women live 
righteously.  God has the right to expect this, and He has the right 
to judge them if they don’t (we saw that in Romans chapter 2) 
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2. However, since the fall, man has continued to fail in meeting God's 
requirements, so God is, by His own nature, obligated to face man 
in judgement. 

 
3. But God’s love for man has caused Him intense inner conflict. He 

‘takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked’.  As we see in Ezek. 
33:11, “As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live.”  
God has no desire to judge Israel (or anyone), but His nature 
requires it. 

 
So, what was His solution?  How can He be true to His own character and 
judge righteously, and at the same time, spare those He loves? 
 
What He decided to do is the greatest act of wisdom and love this world has 
ever, or will ever, see. 
 
He poured out His judgement on One willing to represent mankind and 
receive in Himself the punishment due to all of us. 
 
Christ suffered the penalty for our rebellion against God. 
 
Now, with all these things in mind, let's look at our section in Romans 3 and 
see if it is clearer than it might have been if we hadn’t gotten some 
assistance from Hosea. 
 
Rom. 3:21-26  
 

“But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness 
is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  God presented Christ as a 
sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood —to be 
received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, 
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
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unpunished — He did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the 
present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who 
have faith in Jesus.” 

 
So, Christ takes the penalty we deserve, and we get the righteous standing 
before God that He has.   
 
There is an extremely important reason why the righteousness which Paul 
describes, and that God demands, is unattainable to us. 
 
When I went through Romans years ago, I thought what most 
commentators thought about this – that the reason we can’t reach this level 
of righteousness on our own is because we’d have to be perfect, or sinless, 
to qualify. 
 
But I have since come to believe that even if we were sinless, we would still 
not qualify – we would still not have the righteousness God requires. 
 
It wasn’t an examination of the concept of righteousness that cleared this 
up; it was a better understanding of what, exactly, the gift of righteousness 
actually is. 
 
The Bible says we receive the righteousness of Christ; that it’s His Life, His 
righteousness we receive as a gift. 
 

(1 Cor. 1:30) “And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who is made 
unto us . . . righteousness.” 
 
(2 Cor. 5:21) “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, 
so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

 
This isn’t a righteousness that somehow a man could hypothetically attain if 
he never sinned.   
 
This is a righteousness that is characteristic of the Second Man, the Lord 
from Heaven.   
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This dawned on me when I read this statement in an article I was reading; 
 
“It is a (certain) kind of Man that is on the Throne of heaven, and God 
judges everything according to the character of that Man.  How do 
you measure up to that Man? How does your life, your character, and 
your work answer to that Man? 
 

That kind of spun me off into thinking about the fact that Christ is much 
more than simply a sinless Man.  He’s a Man who is not only better than all 
other men, He’s also different.  He’s not even part of the humanity we’re 
familiar with. 
 

Like He said in John 8:23; ““You are from below; I am from above. You 
are of this world; I am not of this world.” 

 
The world isn’t going to be judged on a basis of heightened morality, but 
according to a Man that is different than anything the world knows – the 
Head of a new creation which they have rejected. 
 
To be like Christ is not to be improved, or even sinless; but to be crucified 
and then raised to become a member of a different species of humanity 
altogether.  
 
Try to attain that by works! 
 
Which is why Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:3, “Unless you are born from 
above, you will never see the kingdom of God.” 
 
No matter how good you are – you have to become a new creation to 
possess the righteousness of the eternal family of God. 
 
Even as believers, we aren’t being conformed simply to moral perfection; we 
are being conformed to a Person - to Christ as the first born of the new 
creation, the new humanity, we’ve been brought into. 
 
If we attempt to be accepted by God through performance, we place 
ourselves under the Law, and here’s what happens when we do that: 
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(2 Cor. 3:15-18) “. . . whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their 
heart; but whenever a person turns (their gaze) to the Lord, the veil is 
taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in 
a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory. . . “ 

 
We don’t become righteous by imitation; we become righteous through 
spiritual advance by being conformed to Christ. 
 
(2 Pet. 3:18) tell us that we are to “grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ”; in other words, we “grow into” 
righteousness as we become increasingly occupied with Christ and behold 
His glory. 
 
So, in terms of our identity, our standing before God - Grace and 
performance are mutually exclusive terms.   
 
As we see in Romans 11:5-6, grace and performance cancel each other out.   
 

“Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to 
the election of grace.  And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; 
otherwise, grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer 
grace; otherwise, work is no longer work.”  
 

Ok, I’m going to close up by reading something from one of Sidlow Baxter’s 
books that can help us see the vast difference between Jesus of Nazareth 
and anyone who has ever lived, no matter how amazing he might have 
been; and the eternal importance of that difference. 
 

“If our Lord were only a man, even if He were the best who ever lived, 
His death on Calvary (however beautiful it might be as a martyrdom) 
could not be a revelation of the love of God.  For an infinite Creator, 
who at will can create worlds and angels by the uncounted billions, for 
Him to give a mere creature to that death on Calvary, what revelation 
of infinite cost or agony or sympathy, or love in the heart of God 
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Himself could that be?  That is ten million light years away from what 
really happened on Calvary, namely, that in the Person of God’s 
uncreated Son, God gave of Himself for us.  If Christ is not both God 
and Man, if God did not suffer in Christ for man, then the infinite 
chasm between Creator and creature has not been bridged and God 
only sent a creature to sacrifice for us.  He did not come Himself.  And 
in that, there would not be a revelation of God’s own love for us, only 
a revealing of the love of the one willing to come at God’s bidding.  
The greatest of all realities is the unfathomable love of the Triune God 
for those now joined in union with Him in Christ.” 
 

 
 
 


