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7,7,22 Rev. 19 The Return of the King 

The ultimate issue of the universe, of creation, is that Christ would be Lord over all.  

God’s final goal in literally everything He has done, is that the Lordship and 

Headship of Christ will be manifested to all creation through the Church. 

Contrary to popular belief, the preaching of the gospel in the book of Acts was not 

an invitation containing a three or four step way to come to Christ.   

If you read through the book of Acts, you will see that the gospel presented by the 

early Church was more of a declaration than an offer. 

I’ll just give two examples for sake of time; 

First example – Peter, in Acts 2:29-36, is preaching to the Jews; 

“Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man accredited 

and attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God 

worked through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know—this Man, 

when handed over [to the Roman authorities] according to the 

predetermined decision and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross 

and put to death by the hands of lawless and godless men. But God raised 

Him up, releasing Him and bringing an end to the agony of death, since it 

was impossible for Him to be held in death’s power. . .Therefore, let all the 

house of Israel recognize that God has made Him both Lord and Christ - this 

Jesus whom you crucified.” 

That’s not “the four spiritual laws” or “the Roman road”.  That’s a proclamation of 

the right of God’s Son to be obeyed and worshipped. 

Second example – Paul in Acts 17:22-32 is preaching to the Gentiles: 

“Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious and devout in all 

respects. Now as I was going along and carefully looking at your objects of 

worship, I came to an altar with this inscription: ‘to an unknown god’. 

Therefore, what you already worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 

God who created the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven 

and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; nor is He served by 

human hands, as though He needed anything, because He gives to all 

[people] life and breath and all things. And He made from one man every 
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nation of mankind to live on the face of the earth, having determined their 

appointed times and the boundaries of their lands and territories. This was 

so that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grasp for Him and find 

Him, though He is not far from each one of us. For in Him we live and move 

and have our being, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also 

are His children.’ So then, being God’s children, we should not think that the 

Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination or skill of man. Therefore, God overlooked and disregarded the 

former ages of ignorance; but now He commands all people everywhere to 

repent, because He has set a day when He will judge the inhabited world in 

righteousness by a Man whom He has appointed and destined for that task, 

and He has provided credible proof to everyone by raising Him from the 

dead.” 

In the early church, the primary message to the lost was different than 

contemporary evangelists – and that message turned the world upside down, 

because the Holy Spirit moves in power and conviction, honoring any proclamation 

of the sovereign rights of the Son of God over His creation. 

Peter and Paul believed their audiences didn’t need to hear a gospel that simply 

gives a “take it or leave it” offer, giving the people the impression that their choice 

may be important, but it’s not an eternal life or death decision. 

That’s why the world as a whole hated the early church. 

Those Satan energizes demand their rights to rule, not Christ’s. You can offer them 

anything, but don’t tell them that God is to be obeyed. 

Now, to qualify this – these examples I gave were of men giving the gospel to the 

crowds gathered before them.  Individual witnessing was as unique as the 

individual being witnessed to.  I won’t take time now, but if you look at Jesus’ 

conversations with individuals (like the woman at the well or Nicodemus) or if you 

look at individual witnessing in Acts (like Phillip and the eunuch) you’ll see that 

every approach was different and was designed to make sense to the one being 

witnessed to.  

Now, let’s move back to introducing Rev. 19. 

I realize that the next event on the prophetic calendar after the Tribulation is the 

Millennial reign of Christ.  And the Church will be a major part of that kingdom. But 

after the Millennium has run its course, it will give way to a universal kingdom in 
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the new heavens and new earth, which Isa. 9:7 says will have no end; no end in 

time, and amazingly, no end in expansion (which is hard to even imagine 

considering how immense the universe is already). 

Here's Isa. 9:7; “Of the increase of his government . . . there will be no end.” 

Christ will have come into a vast spiritual body;  

(Eph. 1:22-23) “The Church which is His body. . . the fulness of him that fills 

all in all.”   

Also (Col. 1:27) “God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the 

glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

These passages show that through the Church, Christ Himself will reveal His glory 

to all creation. 

And in this temporal life we’re living now, which is so small and insignificant by 

comparison, the Holy Spirit is preparing us for that destiny.  For us, on a personal 

level, this begins in the battle we face within ourselves each day.  Who will rule?  

Whose ‘glory’ will be formed in us – ours or His?   

Those who lose their lives for His sake, will be the ones in whom the greatest 

measure of the glory of Christ will be expressed in the eternal state. Glorification is 

the measure of the manifestation of Christ’s life developed in us. 

This was God’s plan since the beginning; since before time; and He will complete 

what He’s begun.  Christ will build His church, He will form His eternal dwelling 

place, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it. 

Ok, let’s move directly into Rev. 19. 

(Rev. 19:1-5) “1 After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude 

in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong 

to the Lord our God! 2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He 

has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication; 

and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again 

they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and ever!” 4 And the twenty-

four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who 

sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 5 Then a voice came from the 

throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants and those who fear Him, 

both small and great!” 
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Heaven is rejoicing over the destruction of Babylon.  As we can see by vs. 4, 

literally everyone is involved.  All those in heaven, including us, had just watched 

the Lord destroy the greatest evil the world has ever known, and the citizens of 

eternity are filled with praise knowing that this evil will never resurface. 

The destruction of Babylon is the fatal blow to this world system and God will 

ensure that it is impossible to undo.  All that man and Satan combined to 

accomplish will be destroyed, and destroyed forever. 

Listen to Ironside’s comments on this; 

“All the redeemed of every age, who when on earth knew something of this 

awful power of iniquity, will then rejoice that the harlot is forever 

overthrown. This is the last time the twenty-four elders are seen in the book. 

The symbol changes in the next section, and the bride, the Lamb’s wife, 

takes their place. The elders represent the heavenly saints as a worshiping 

company of holy and royal priests. But when the harlot-church is off the 

scene, the true bride appears and the elders are never again mentioned. It is 

noteworthy that in their final appearance (19:4), as in their first in chapter 4, 

they are seen in the attitude of worship. They adore the Lamb as Creator 

and Redeemer in chapter 4. Here they adore God as moral governor of the 

universe and for the display of His righteous judgment.” 

As Ironside mentions – the destruction of the false bride, the harlot, gives way to 

the presentation of the true bride.   

So, let’s read vs’s 6-10; 

“6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of 

many waters and as the sound of mighty thundering, saying, ‘Alleluia! For 

the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him 

glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself 

ready.’ 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 

bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to 

me, ‘Write: Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb!’ And he said to me, ‘These are the true sayings of God.’ 10 And I fell 

at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, ‘See that you do not do that! I 

am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of 

Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’” 
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Even though all those who have believed in Christ during the Church Age will spend 

eternity with Him and will have a relationship with the Lord that is beyond our 

imagination, not all will “have made themselves ready” and as a consequence, not 

all are “arrayed in fine linen . . . “  

This righteousness is not the imputed righteousness of Christ that all believers 

posses at salvation, this righteousness is defined as “the righteous acts of the 

saints”.  Now, with that in mind, I have some things to share that can help give us a 

more personal understanding of what this implies. 

Let’s start with these comments by Sparks; 

“Now you can reject all that we are saying and still be saved. In order to be 

saved, all that you need is to ‘believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be 

saved’ (Acts 16:31). With that you can go to heaven, you can be delivered 

from condemnation and from hell, without having any of this that we are 

talking about. Well, if that is all you want, you can have it. But I ask you this, 

are you as concerned to be useful to God as you are to be saved? The 

matter of your value to God is decided here - what account are you to Him 

in the realm of the spiritual forces in this universe which are opposed to His 

purpose for you? How much account does the devil take of you? How much 

are you a menace to his kingdom? Not, how many Sunday services and Bible 

studies are you taking in, how much running around are you doing; not all 

those etcetera’s in Christian activity; but how much impact do you register 

upon that dark, evil kingdom? It is just there that your value to God is 

decided. Well, if the devil gives you a bad time and has made you a marked 

man, a marked woman, take comfort; it shows you are of value to God.” 

Ok, that introduces the idea that there is more to the Christian life than salvation 

(as incredible as that is).  There is personal spiritual growth, being led by the Spirit, 

service to the Body of Christ, etc.  And as we’ve seen in other studies, there is 

definitely the need to avoid Laodicean Christianity, which is nearly impossible to do 

if we can’t accurately define what that is.  But, again, we’ve looked at that pretty 

extensively. 

So now, I want to read something from Joseph Dillow’s book, “Final Destiny, the 

Future Reign of the Servant Kings”. 

“What Christian has been as obedient as he should?  What Christian has 

believed God as he should? The answer is ‘no one’.  Who then are the 
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objects of the Lord’s displeasure when He returns?  Who among God’s 

children have no fine linen to wear?  The warnings in scripture do not deal 

with the daily lapses and failures to which all who know the Lord are subject.  

Instead, they deal with those who willfully persist in such unfaithfulness.  

These sober warnings are given to those who refuse to grow, who spurn 

exhortation and who dismiss their need to repent and change.  All Christians 

fall into the mud.  Sometimes it’s the same mud, the same sins into which 

non-Christians fall.  The difference is that those with the bridal 

characteristics of love and faithfulness to the Bridegroom do not like it in the 

mud and want to get out.  They are on their way to a goal, to hear the Lord 

say, ‘Well done!’  Teddy Roosevelt once said, ‘It is not so important what a 

man is, as what he is becoming, because he shall (ultimately) be what he is 

now becoming.’  Perhaps the Lord echoed a similar sentiment when He 

looked at unstable Simon and said, ‘You are Peter’.  Simon the unstable, was 

to become Peter the rock!  We all bring a lot of negative emotional patterns 

into our Christian lives.  This background includes genetic and environmental 

factors which, in part at least, determine what we are.  It is therefore easier 

for some to live victoriously than others.  It is clear, however, that the issue 

is not success, but faithfulness.  Faithfulness means getting back up out of 

the mud, asking forgiveness, and persevering toward the goal.  God is far 

less concerned with our success than He is with our hearts.” 

When we studied the letters to the seven churches, we saw in each one that a 

warning of loss is given for those who are not overcomers and rewards are offered 

to the overcomers. 

Rev. 19 uses the phrase “fine linen” as a reward for faithfulness.  In Rev. 3:4-5 we 

saw the same offer, but instead the phrase “they shall walk with me in white” is 

used. 

“You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; 

and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. He who 

overcomes shall be clothed in white garments.” 

In Rev. 3 these are offers made to encourage faithfulness; in Rev. 19 we see their 

fulfillment in those who responded. 
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One of the questions that came to my paranoid mind when I was studying this was; 

Does this mean that only overcomers are members of the Bride of Christ?  I know 

there are Bible scholars who believe that that is exactly what it means.   

But as I was looking into this, I came across a commentary on the parables in the 

Gospels, which made an application to my question.  But before I read the author’s 

comments, I need to mention that he uses a term I was unfamiliar with; its 

synecdoche (pronounced suh nek’ tuh key).  I had to look that up – here’s the 

definition; 

“A synecdoche is a figure of speech in which a part is made to represent the 

whole or vice versa, as in Cleveland won by six runs (meaning ‘Cleveland's 

baseball team’ not all of Cleveland).” 

So, here’s what the author wrote; 

“While it is true that the bride is adorned with the righteous acts of the 

saints and the unfaithful believers are not, it does not logically follow that 

the unfaithful believer is not part of the bride.  The bride in Revelation 19 is 

a figure of speech for the Church.  It is a synecdoche, the part for the whole.  

The bride is composed of faithful and unfaithful believers.  Similarly, if a 

reporter says, ‘Congress concluded . . . ‘, no one would assume that those in 

Congress who did not vote for the bill are not really in Congress).   

Now, you’ll notice in vs. 7 that John states “the marriage of the Lamb has come”. 

The phrase translated “has come” is important because it tells us when the 

wedding will occur.  It’s obviously a verb, erchomai (er’ koh my) and it means “to 

come into being, to come forth, to show itself, to be established.”  Bottom line – 

the time is “now”.  The marriage takes place in heaven. 

Since we are near the end of the Tribulation, the wedding takes place just before 

the Lamb descends with all His saints to assume His position as King of the earth.  

When He reigns, those within His bride who received crowns at the Bema Seat will 

reign with Him.   

The judgment seat that all of us will pass through prior to the marriage will reveal 

to what extent our ‘acts of service’ here in time were acts of righteousness, in 

other words, actions that had their origin in Christ, not in our own religious flesh. 

It might not hurt to briefly outline the timeline and structure of the Jewish customs 

around the betrothal, presentation and the marriage feast.   
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To do this, I’m going to read from a site that focuses on the historical customs of 

these events. Those of you who are history buffs will love this.   

The author doesn’t spend much time on the spiritual applications of this, because 

his site is devoted primarily to the history and cultural customs of ancient Israel, 

but you will definitely hear many things in this process that reminds us of Christ 

and the Church.  

“Marriage was by a contract drawn up between the fathers, often while the 

parties involved were still children. In other words, this was the negotiating 

phase. Though the marriage was not consummated at this point, they were 

considered legally married.  Whenever a believer receives Jesus Christ as 

Savior, he becomes a part of the bride of Christ. The church age is the 

betrothal phase, the time when God is calling out a bride for His Son. 

The payment of a suitable dowry was also often a part of the procedure.  

Thus, Christ gave His own life for us as a dowry.  

When the couple reached a suitable age, the wedding took place. The father 

of the bridegroom would present the contract to the father of the bride. The 

bridegroom would then go to the house of the bride in the company of his 

friends and escort her to his home. During the betrothal phase the groom 

would prepare a place to live in his father’s house. Homes, especially for the 

wealthy, were often very large complexes. Only the portions which were 

needed, however, were finished and furnished. When a son was to be 

married, another portion was completed to make ready for the new bride. 

The rapture, or resurrection and transformation of the church, is the event 

which brings the groom to the bride and which takes the bride back into 

heaven, the Groom’s home (where He has prepared a place for her). 

The groom and his friends would then escort the bride to their new home. 

The ceremony which followed was the “presentation” or actual marriage. 

The hand of the bride was placed into the hand of the groom’s father. He 

would then place it into the groom’s hand. This was considered the marriage 

ceremony. 

The groom would then invite many guests and gather all his friends to come 

to the marriage feast and view his bride. The length and lavishness of the 

feast would of course depend on the wealth and status of the bridegroom. It 
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might last a day or a week or even longer.  The marriage feast where Christ 

displays His bride, the church, is at the beginning of millennium.” 

So, when we return to earth with our Savior, there will be a massive feast lasting as 

long as Christ desires, and all of His friends will have been invited (you probably 

remember that Isa. 41:8 tells us that Abraham was the first person in the Bible 

designated as “friend of God”), but everyone in the Old Testament who was 

faithful to Jehovah will be a guest at this feast. 

This passage should sound familiar; 

(Matt. 8:10-11) “Truly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not 

even in Israel! And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and 

sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.’ 

This is one of several references in the gospels about those who are invited to the 

marriage feast of the Lamb. 

    ________________________  

The last part of vs 10 which says, “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” 

is not just an addendum, there’s a meaning to this that is directly tied to John’s 

attempt to worship an angel.  

Barnhouse wrote, “When the worship has been attempted by John and 

rejected by the angel, the latter explains that worship of the Lord Jesus is 

the mark of the prophetic spirit and that the two must go together.”   

And I found this by Alford which adds this; “What the angel says is: ‘You and I and 

our brethren are those who have the testimony of Jesus, we are witnesses to Him, 

and the way we bear witness, the substance and essence of this testimony, is the 

spirit of prophecy.  Everyone who bears testimony to Christ testifies out from the 

Holy Spirit Who points all things to the Coming and Kingdom of the Son.’” 

Now, let’s go ahead and move to our next section of Rev. 19 (vs’s 11-16) 

“11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat 

on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and 

makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many 

crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was 

clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of 

God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 



10 
 

followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, 

that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with 

a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 

Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: 

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” 

I like the way Sparks helps us distinguish between the literal versus the symbolic in 

this section of Rev. 19; 

“I do not expect literally to see Jesus Christ riding on a white horse with a 

name written on His garment. I believe that is a symbol of the great spiritual 

truth that He will ride in majesty as Lord of Lords; He will trample down 

every other lordship and bring it into subjection to Himself, and - 

metaphorically, but none the less very truly - ride forth triumphantly as King. 

That is the end; for the Father's ultimate satisfaction in accordance with the 

purpose which He purposed before the foundation of the world is finalized 

with the coming of Christ to rule His kingdom.” 

The majesty of the Son of God, accompanied by His now glorified overcomers, will 

be very literal and real, and it will be something that fills the skies with a glory and 

power the earth has never seen before. 

And there will be no comparison between the wonder of seeing the Son of God in 

corporate expression and seeing the two beasts of Rev. 13 even at the height of 

their glory and power. 

In one word, proceeding from the Lord’s mouth, all the armies of the world and 

the invisible forces empowering them, will be destroyed. 

This is the event all creation has been waiting for, for 6000 years.  The curse of 

creation lifted and evil removed from the earth. 

(Rom. 8:18-22) “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 

not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 

For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of 

the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, 

but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself 

also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 

liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation 

groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.” 
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All of this will be expanded in Rev. 21-22, but it begins with the arrival of the King 

and His armies. 

I don’t know if this will be helpful to anyone, but I came across an unusual 

application of this event.  The author first reminds us that the Lord’s name is 

“faithful and true”; then he tells this story; 

“This truth has been seized by an old Scottish lady, who on her death bed, 

was glorying in the assurance of a certain salvation.  She said ‘if I should 

awake in eternity to find myself among the lost, the Lord would lose more 

than I would; for all that I could lose would be my immortal soul, but He 

would have lost His good name.” 

The Lord can’t withdraw the assurance of salvation to anyone who calls upon His 

Name without discrediting that Name – which is impossible. 

The same is true of us, not just in salvation, but also in moving from infancy to 

maturity as believers.  The same assurance that we can have in salvation, applies to 

our sanctification also. 

(Col. 2:6-7) “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 

Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith.” 

We received Him by trusting Him; we are to walk in Him also by trusting Him.  It’s 

the same kind of “I can’t, but He can” faith we had when we realized that only He 

can save us; we can’t “help” Him save us. 

As we saw in Heb. 6:1 “let us go on to maturity”, should have been translated “let 

us be carried on to maturity” (the verb is in the passive voice, not the active voice). 

(Phil. 1:6) “Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you 

will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

(1 Thess. 5:24) “The One who calls you is faithful, and He will do it.” 

Again, all of this is dependent on Him being “faithful and true” as our passage in 

Rev. 19 tells us.  Our role is put the same faith in Him to complete His work in us as 

we put in Him to save us. 

This was too brief of a tangent on this, but I just want us to remember that 

everything we see in Revelation is a “Revelation of Jesus Christ” – that’s the title 

and subject of this book. 
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And because of that, when we come across something like 19:1 which says, “He 

who sat on him was called Faithful and True”, it doesn’t hurt to pause and think of 

what this is saying about the Lord in relation to His people. 

I’ll close this tangent with some words by Sparks on this issue of faith and then 

we’ll wrap up chapter 19; 

“Faith is going to determine which of two things is going to characterize us. 

This is the real point. It is either going to be that we are living under a 

paralysis, as altogether petrified through confusion, perplexity, inability to 

understand, being unable to disentangle, to sort things out, to see straight 

and see clearly.  That means simply standing with our hands on our hips, 

helpless and hopeless. That is the effect of the absence of a positive faith. 

The only way of Life and deliverance from such a paralysis is a deliberate 

faith in God which causes us to take the attitude that we are going on with 

God, understanding or not understanding, explaining or not explaining, 

having light or having no light; we are going right on with God on the basis of 

Who He is. We shall come there many times in the course of our life; we 

shall come to the place where we realize we are going right out into 

darkness and despair, to be ruled completely out of any effectiveness, 

fruitfulness, or value whatever, unless we pull ourselves together and say to 

ourselves, ‘The whole thing we’re experiencing now is an inexplicable, 

bewildering confusion, a tangle from our standpoint or the standpoint of 

man; but God is faithful. That is what He Himself says He is; ‘faithful and 

true’. Thus, without questioning God we go on believing God. If we have 

really and honestly put our lives at His disposal and are here for God, we 

have even to trust God to the point of putting over on to Him the 

responsibility for our failures and mistakes. We have to give over to the 

Lord's account things which may have been mistakes or failures, and trust 

Him with these and go on.” 

Ok, end of tangent. 

Here are the last few verses in Rev. 19; 

“Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, 

saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, ‘Come and gather 

together for the supper of the great God, 18 that you may eat the flesh of 

kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and 
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of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both 

small and great.’19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their 

armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse 

and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the 

false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those 

who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. 

These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 

And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of 

Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.” 

This section focuses on a very graphic description of the Lord’s response to a 

planet filled with evil.  

It’s probably another reason why most pastors won’t teach Revelation, there are 

no teddy bears or kittens in passages like this – it’s too graphic and offensive to 

those living in a “offended at everything” generation. 

The battle of Armageddon is mentioned first in Rev. 16:12-16 and now, again, in 

our passage in Rev. 19.  Here’s a summary of this battle, with an overview or 

timeline to help keep all of this in perspective; and I’ll put passages after each of 

the author’s comments, so you can refer to them in the notes if you want to go 

into more depth; 

“The Battle of Armageddon will be a real battle in the future, near the end of 

the tribulation. Demonic influences will cause the kings of the earth to 

gather their armies for an all-out assault on Jerusalem. The Beast will be 

leading the charge (Revelation 16:13–16). Jesus Christ will return to earth 

with the armies of heaven (Matthew 25:31; Revelation 19:14); His feet will 

stand on the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4); He will defeat the forces of 

evil (Revelation 19:15–16); He will cast the Beast and the false prophet into 

the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20); He will bind Satan; and He will set up His 

kingdom on earth for 1,000 years (Revelation 20:1–6).” 

There are a few verses in chapter 20 that need to be included.  I won’t spend a lot 

of time on them because they’re fairly self-explanatory, but they tie directly into 

what we just read, so I want to touch on them before we close. 

(Rev. 20:1-6) “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the 

key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 He laid hold of the 

dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
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thousand years; 3 and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, 

and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the 

thousand years were finished. But after these things he must be released for 

a little while. 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was 

committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded 

for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped 

the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or 

on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were 

finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part 

in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they 

shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand 

years.” 

In vs. 5, the “first resurrection” is of those who were martyred during the 

Tribulation.  The resurrection of all unbelievers doesn’t happen till after the 1000-

year millennial reign of Christ.  And for all who will be living in the kingdom, Satan 

is bound and unable to tempt, harm or deceive.   

There’s one other reality to this I need to briefly mention and then we’ll close.  This 

is from Barnhouse; 

“In the invisible world there is a simultaneous defeat of the forces of Satan 

that is not recorded in Rev. 19.  Isaiah writes of it, ‘And it shall come to pass 

in that day, that the Lord shall punish the host of the high ones, that are on 

high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth.  The demon forces shall 

come to their doom as well as the earth forces whom they have prodded to 

their destruction.  God will bring an end to all at the same time.” 

We’ll stop there, but what is implied in every passage dealing with this final battle 

is that there is no struggle, no mention of this being a ‘contested battle’ with 

causalities on both sides.  When Christ returns, He simply ends the battle with a 

word. 


