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8,11,22 1 Pet. 1:10-21, Inheritance Possessed Through Suffering 

Before we launch into this next section in 1 Peter, I need to share something that’s 

important for us to keep in mind as we study the scriptures.   

The entire Bible is the revealing of God and specifically, especially, the second 

Person of the Trinity – the Lord Jesus Christ.  It was Christ who was the Jehovah of 

the Old Testament. 

We’re going to compare Ex. 3:13-14 w/ John 8:56-59 & 10:32-33. 

Exodus 3; “Then Moses said to God, ‘When I come to the children of Israel 

and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say 

to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them’” And God said to 

Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ And He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the children of 

Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you. 

Now in John 8; “Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He 

saw it and was glad.’ So, the Jews said to him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, 

and have you seen Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, 

before Abraham was, I am.’ So, they picked up stones to throw at him, but 

Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.” 

And John 10; “Jesus responded, ‘I have shown you many good works from 

the Father. For which of these do you stone Me?’ We are not stoning You 

for any good work,’ said the Jews, ‘but for blasphemy, because You, who are 

a man, declare Yourself to be God.’” 

Another chapter in John that shows this is John 1; 

(1) “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. . . (14) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us 

(11) . . . He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” 

Finally, in 1 Cor. 10:1-4 “His own” are identified; 

“I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, 

all passed through the sea, all were identified with Moses in the cloud and in 

the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. 

For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was 

Christ.” 
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Ok, that’s enough proof texts – there are hundreds of passages, Old and New 

Testament, that show Jesus was Jehovah incarnate. 

Now, here’s my point. I’ll start with an author’s comments on Phil. 3:10 which says, 

“My determined purpose is that I may know Him.” 

Here’s what he wrote, 

“The whole context of Paul’s life is one consummate outpouring of his heart 

to the One whom he said had ‘apprehended’ him, and he focuses all that he 

is in a brief half sentence: ‘That I may know Him.’ The impressive thing about 

this expressed ambition is the time at which it is made. Here is a man who 

has had a revelation and knowledge of Jesus Christ greater than any other 

man up to that time. That knowledge commenced when as Paul said, ‘it 

pleased God to reveal His Son in me.’ That beginning devastated him, and 

sent him into the desert to try to grasp its implications. Later he had been 

‘caught up into the third heaven and shown unspeakable things, which (he 

said) were not lawful to be uttered.’ Between, and around those two 

experiences, there is evidence of an ever-growing knowledge of Christ.  

And, now, here, after all that, near the end of his life, Paul is crying 

passionately: ‘That I may know Him.’ 

The very least that we can say about this is that the Christ in view was a very 

great Christ, who outstrips the greatest capacity and comprehension of man. 

This stands in such tremendous contrast to the limited Christ of our 

recognition and apprehension! How very much more there is in Christ than 

we have ever seen.” 

One of the great dangers of studying theology, even of studying the whole Bible 

verse-by-verse, is the subtle suggestion we make to ourselves that after years of 

digging into the Word of God, we now know Christ.  But as Paul said to the 

Corinthians in 1 Cor. 8:2; “If anyone imagines that he knows anything, he has not 

yet known as he ought to know.” 

After we’ve been in heaven for a billion years, with all the limitations we have now 

completely removed, we will have only scratched the surface of what Peter calls, in 

2 Pet. 3:18, “the knowledge of Christ”. 

When Paul came to realize that, his “determined purpose” became to “know Him”. 
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No matter what we come to understand academically, no matter how thorough 

and accurate we’ve become, the Person that theology is meant to acquaint us with 

will always be greater than the most we can know about Him. 

The scriptures were written to bring us into an intelligent and personal relationship 

with Christ.  The Bible was never meant to be an end in itself, it was given as the 

means to the end – which is knowing Christ. 

What I’m going to share about this now is the single most important thing I’ve 

learned over the last 50 years of my Christian life.  I’ll let this author describe it; he 

captures what I mean and does a better job of defining it. 

“The great business of Christians is to learn Christ. This is not just a subject 

to study. I want to ask you: What is the greatest desire in your life? I wonder 

if it is the same as mine. The greatest desire in my heart – and the longer I 

live the stronger it grows – is to understand the Lord Jesus. There is so much 

that I do not understand about Him. I am always coming up against 

problems about Him, and they are not intellectual problems at all, but 

spiritual ones: problems of the heart. Why did the Lord Jesus say and do 

certain things? Why is He dealing with me as He is? He is always too deep 

for me, and I want to understand Him. It is the most important thing in life 

to understand the Lord Jesus. The one business of disciples is to know Him, 

and to do what He called His disciples to do: "Take My yoke upon you, and 

learn of Me" (Matthew 11:29). Jesus came to bring heavenly knowledge in 

His own person, and in His person, we come into heavenly knowledge. It is 

not just what He says: it is what He says He is. Every true teacher is not one 

who says a lot of things, but one who, when he says things, gives something 

of himself.” 

So, when we examine 1 Peter (or any book of the Bible), we have to hold to an 

inflexible purpose and desire to know Him, and like Paul, make that purpose more 

important to us than literally anything else in our spiritual lives.    

As valuable as they are, we aren’t seeking simply a greater understanding of 

Church history and tradition, or of the systematic theologies that have been 

developed over the last 2000 years.   

A person can have all that in a higher measure than anyone in the world and still 

not know Christ better than a child who comes to the Lord to know this divine 

Person and the implications of being in relationship with Him. 
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Let’s move into 1 Peter and look at vs’s 10-12; 

“Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who 

prophesied of the grace that would come to you, searching what, or what 

manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He 

testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would 

follow. To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were 

ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those 

who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—

things which angels desire to look into.” 

Many believers have a preconception of what the word “salvation” means, and 

unfortunately, that preconception rarely matches the context of most of the New 

Testament epistles – including 1 Peter. 

We’ve always been taught that salvation refers to people who have put their trust 

in Christ and are on their way to heaven.  But in Peter’s and Paul’s letters, that 

version of salvation is only step one.  For the authors of the New Testament, the 

word ‘salvation’ often includes not only justification, but also sanctification and 

glorification. 

We can see this in 1 Pet. 1:10. The Old Testament prophets knew all about people 

being saved by faith in God; what they didn’t know was what would be included in 

the new covenant salvation given after the death and resurrection of the Messiah. 

Like Peter said, “this salvation”, which remained a mystery to the prophets, 

involved not only the sufferings of Christ but also “the glories that would follow”.  

Even angels wanted to see what would happen, but were prevented. 

The author to the Hebrews also uses the expanded understanding of this salvation; 

(Heb. 2:3) “How shall we escape if we (“we” as in believers) neglect such a 

great salvation? This salvation was first announced by the Lord (and) was 

confirmed to us by those who heard Him . . .” 

The prophets searched for answers, but they weren’t allowed to see either the 

timing of the Cross or the full implications of the sufferings of Christ.  As John Kelly 

put it,  

“As things worked out, for all their earnest searching, the Old Testament 

prophets were doomed to disappoint themselves. . . The prophets must 

have longed to witness the full realization of the salvation they dimly 
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described, nevertheless, it was revealed to them that it was not for 

themselves, but for us that they were writing these things.” 

The covenant of Grace far surpasses the covenant of Law.  For any Jew in the first 

century that had lived under the Law and then, through faith, was transported into 

the covenant of Grace, he would have been overwhelmed by how much greater 

this salvation was than that of the old covenant. 

People have been saved by grace from Gen. 3 to the end of the Book of Revelation.  

The ‘salvation’ that Paul, Peter and our hypothetical 1st century Jew discovered, 

was not how to be justified before God and make it to heaven, it was the “so great 

salvation” of Heb. 2 that involved all that we learn in the New Testament epistles 

of the grace given to us through union with Christ. 

That’s why Paul wrote what he did in Gal. 1:11-17; 

“But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by 

me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I 

taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. . . But when it 

pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me 

through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among 

the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go 

up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, 

and returned again to Damascus.” 

Paul’s gospel was a heavenly revelation, which was a mystery hidden from ages 

past but finally revealed to Paul.  And it involved a revelation of God’s Son that was 

also hidden until the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

So, as difficult as it is, if we want to think with the terminology of the New 

Testament writers, we will have to greatly expand our understanding and use of 

words like “salvation”. 

Hiebert ties this salvation into the suffering that Peter’s audience was 

experiencing.  Here’s what he wrote; 

“Peter did not seek to prove the truth of his teaching about salvation by 

showing its agreements with the prophets; rather, he sought to encourage 

his afflicted readers by demonstrating the importance and comprehensive 

grandeur of the salvation for which they were being persecuted.” 
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In the sufferings that you and I experience in the 21st century, our ability to endure 

and even rise above them is going to depend on whether or not our minds and 

hearts are occupied with only the gospel of forgiveness, or whether we have 

moved beyond the elementary principles of Christ to understand and embrace the 

immeasurable grace and glory that has been given to us in Christ and the destiny 

that this implies for us.  The importance of this is also stressed by the writer of 

Hebrews; 

(Heb. 6:1-3) “Leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, 

let us go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from 

dead works and of faith toward God . . . And this we will do if God permits.” 

So, what Peter wrote about was a spiritual survival issue that has to become 

something which focuses our hearts and thoughts on the “so great salvation” that 

has been given to us through the sufferings of Christ. 

That’s the foundation Peter wants us to have firmly planted in our minds before he 

moves into the practical applications of chapter 1:13 through 5:11. That’s why 

Peter begins his next exhortation with the word “therefore”; 

(1 Pet. 1:13-14) “Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and 

rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not conforming yourselves 

to the former lusts, as in your ignorance.” 

One author called the word “therefore”, “the hinge upon which the epistle turns.”  

Peter is now making a transition from what theologians call the didactic to the 

hortatory – from the doctrinal to the practical.   

Before we look at the instructions Peter gives, please keep in mind that without a 

solid, personal grasp of the truths taught in the doctrinal section of 1 Pet. 1, 

especially related to the grace in which we stand, any attempt to obey these 

exhortations will be done on the foundation of law, not grace. 

If that happens, we almost have to start over in our Christian walk.  I’m sure we all 

remember this passage in Matt. 11, but think about it as showing the importance, 

in a personal and practical way, of moving from law to grace. 

(Matt. 11:28-29) “Come unto me, all you work and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 

and lowly in heart: and you shall find rest for your souls.” 
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Working for God’s acceptance and approval is not the same thing as resting in an 

acceptance already given.  If we “learn of Him”, and see Him as He really is, we will 

realize that the idea of being accepted by God as something that depends on our 

performance has been replaced by a full, unconditional acceptance dependent 

only on the Cross and the grace given to us because of the Cross. 

We will never be accepted in ourselves because we will always fall short of the 

righteousness needed for God to accept us without violating His perfect justice.  

Our acceptance is because of our union with the Son of God.  We are ‘accepted in 

the Beloved’ (Eph. 1:6). 

We are literally “hidden” in Christ. 

(Col. 3:3-4) “For you died (when Christ died), and your life is now hidden 

with Christ in God. When Christ, who is (now) your life, appears, then you 

also will appear with Him in glory.” 

If that reality makes sense and if it becomes the foundation of any practical 

obedience we give to God, then we’ll be operating on the basis of the new 

covenant of Grace, not the old covenant of Law.  We’ll be living in the “salvation” 

Paul and Peter are talking about. 

So, what that in mind, let’s break down our passage. 

Peter starts with “gird up your minds” in vs. 13.  The first century image would be 

of a man gathering up his long outer garment and tucking it into his belt so his 

arms and legs are free to move into action.  

But since we’re dealing with the mind, we also need to see that the Greek word 

used for “mind” here has a broader meaning that simply the intellect.  It’s referring 

to the whole spiritual and mental attitude – ‘attitude’ being the key word. 

Peter wants his readers to be alert and ready for anything God might ask of them 

and prepared to recognize anything the enemy might do against them. 

Which is why he also adds “be sober”.  He’s not talking about abstinence; he’s 

talking about being spiritually and mentally awake – having a clear mind rather 

than one that’s clouded or distracted. 

According to John Kelly,  

“When this word occurs in the New Testament, the context usually has an 

eschatological coloring”. 
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So, like many exhortations in the Bible, this has both a near and far application.  

Listen again to vs. 13 in the light of what we’ve seen so far; 

“Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully 

upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

You can see how the context of girding up our minds and being sober is tied to the 

Parousia of Jesus Christ. 

What that would mean for those living at the end of the age is that we, especially, 

need to take these exhortations seriously because our need for them is greater 

than at any other time in Church history. 

This is reinforced by the meaning of the word “rest” in vs. 13 (which should have 

been translated “fix” or “intently rely on”).  Here’s how the verse looks in the 

original; 

 “. . . and fix or rely on your hope (confidence) exclusively on the grace . . . “ 

I know I’m getting technical, but bear with me, the importance of seeing what 

Peter is actually saying is worth the technicalities. 

This Greek expositor put it this way; 

“The imperative is aorist, the tense striking a more urgent, insistent note 

than the present tense would; not just ‘hope’ but ‘fix your hope 

purposefully’.  Their hope must not be half-hearted or indecisive.” 

This leads to Peter’s explanation of the goal or reason for having a decisive hope; 

(1 Pet. 1:14-16) “As obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the 

former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also 

be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, ‘Be holy, for I am holy.’” 

When we studied Babylon in Rev. 18, we spent quite a bit of time in our study of 

vs. 4, which said, 

“Then I heard another voice from heaven say: ‘Come out of her, My people, 

so that you will not share in her sins.’” 

I’m going to come from kind of an unusual angle for this, but I want us to 

understand that this is not just a matter of obedience to external commands – it’s 

not religion that the Lord is calling us to.   
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Peter, and all the Old Testament saints, had spent enough time being what Jesus 

called those who “labor and are heavy laden” by the legal requirements of the 

Law. 

And like Paul in Romans 7, if they didn’t express it outwardly, inwardly their soul 

was crying “Oh wretched man that I am, who will deliver me this the body of this 

death?!” 

The new covenant is not us being empowered to keep the Law, it’s the formation 

and expression of the new life within us, coming out in a way that both glorifies 

God and reveals that life to those around us.  As Paul says in Gal. 5:23, “. . . against 

such, there is no law!” 

There is a real sense in which nothing we say will significantly impact others, let 

alone the principalities and powers we wrestle with, if our words are not an 

extension of the life of Christ within us. 

We have been redeemed by the blood of Christ.  An incredible price was paid to 

bring us out of religion and condemnation into genuine holiness of life rather than 

as Peter put it in vs. 18; 

 “(your) aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers.” 

I’m going to let this author explain it to us; 

“Christ is never proved to be alive from the dead, nor to be Lord, by 

doctrinal statements. Your statement of faith may include the fact that you 

believe Jesus died and rose again, ascended to heaven, and is at the right 

hand of God, but how are you going to prove your statement? What has God 

given as the evidence of that? You may believe it; you may be willing to lay 

down your life for that belief; you may state it with tremendous emphasis, 

and yet you are not thereby proving it. You will never prove anything by 

saying: ‘I believe with all my might that this is the case!’ You will never prove 

a thing by saying: ‘I believe in all the fundamentals of the Christian faith!’ 

Nothing is ever proved that way. If you have appealed to the fact that the 

Word of God says so, even then you have proved nothing. Your proof can 

never be by argument, because what argument can build up, argument can 

pull down, and what logic can construct, logic can destroy. 

How, then, are you going to prove that this is so? By the expression and 

manifestation of His risen Life, that is the only way. That signifies that you 

are the embodiment of the thing which you say you believe.  The testimony 
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of new life is not a system of truth. It is that extra factor to the statement 

and presentation of truth which is the power of a Life which conquers death. 

How, then, will you prove that Jesus has conquered death? The proof of it 

will be a death-conquering Life that expresses itself in you.” 

True holiness comes from life, not from doctrine or religion, or debate.  As we 

grow more into the likeness of Christ over the years of our journey here, there will 

be an increasing measure of our new life coming to the surface and occasionally 

escaping from us so others can see it, proving to them that we are not what we 

once were. 

I am certain that there are people all around us that are looking for truth; for a life 

they don’t have, but one they genuinely hope exists somewhere. But its our love, 

not our logic and statements of faith, that will finally convince them.   

I’m not downplaying the importance of sound doctrine – the Bible makes it clear 

that it will be a spiritual understanding of the scriptures that takes the written 

word and makes it the living word in us.  But there are too many Christians who 

think that if they are doctrinally solid, they must automatically also be visible 

testimonies of what life in Christ means. 

So, when Peter talks about holiness, he says he wants us to be holy as God is holy.  

God isn’t holy and pure by keeping commandments written on stone – holiness is 

His nature.  And as Peter tells us in 2 Pet. 1:4, “We have been made partakers of 

His divine nature” (not as in deity; but through our new birth we are re-created in 

the nature of the Head of this new race or species of humanity; Christ is the 

Second Man, the Firstborn of the new creation.) 

What Peter saw in the life of Jesus wasn’t forced or imitated, it was the outshining 

of Who He was by nature.  It flowed from Him as naturally as fruit springing up on 

a healthy tree. 

And He promised us that out of our innermost being would flow those same 

springs of living water. 

We all know from experience that this is not something that happens overnight, 

but one of the biggest hinderances to this is religion – man’s best efforts to make 

happen what only God can do. 

Which is why the Lord works faithfully and consistently in our lives to break down 

our pride and self-sufficiency, so He can replace those with things with His 

sufficiency and His holiness. 
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It’s not our life, it’s the life (the character) of Jesus that needs to be manifested 

through our moral flesh.  Religion teaches us to exert ourselves; but since we were 

first born again, God has been painfully and faithfully teaching us to deny ourselves 

for His sake. 

God doesn’t expect any of us to produce a life only He can be the source of; but if 

He lays a cross at our feet and asks if we are willing to pick it up and follow Him, so 

He can get to work on us, will we pick it up? 

(Lk. 9:23) “Then Jesus said to all of them, ‘If anyone wants to come after Me, 

he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow Me.’” 

None of us will go as far as Peter did with this; but to whatever extent we 

determine to go as far as we can, we will be challenged in this “daily”. 

Probably the most familiar and often repeated passage in the Bible used by those 

who have taught the principle of the cross in the life of the believer is Gal. 2:20; “It 

is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” 

My prayer for myself and for all of us, is that the “how” of this would become 

increasingly clear over time.  One thing I know for sure is that the measure in 

which Christ lives in me, in a way that expresses His life through me, is only in the 

measure that “it is no longer I who live”.   

That’s why God has to bring the cross into our lives daily.  We live one day at a 

time, so in each day it will be our flesh that is in charge, or that old humanity will 

be denied by us and Christ will have greater freedom to express His life through us.   

(2 Cor. 4:11) “For we who are alive are always delivered unto death for 

Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifest in our mortal 

body.” 

I know we’ve heard that passage also, a thousand times, but sometimes through 

repetition, in different contexts, lights can flash and ‘delivered unto death’ can 

begin to make more sense – our trials, which is what ‘delivered unto death’ is 

referring to, can have a clearer meaning for us. 

Now, here is the last section of 1 Pet. 1 we’ll be able to look at this evening; 

(1Pet.1:17-21) “And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges 

according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of 

your stay here in fear; knowing that you were not redeemed with 

corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by 
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tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 

lamb without blemish and without spot. He indeed was foreordained before 

the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 

who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave 

Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” 

Since we’ve covered the Bema Seat of Christ in past studies I won’t spend a great 

deal of time here, but there is something I found recently related to this that I wish 

I had known when we first looked at this.  So, let’s quickly go to a couple of 

passages that deal with this; 

(1 Cor. 3:10-15) “Let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other 

foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now 

if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 

hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, 

because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of 

what sort it is.  If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will 

receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he 

himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.” 

(Rom. 14:12) “So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.” 

So, we will all stand before the Lord following the rapture and give account to Him 

of our lives here, and the basis of that evaluation will be our works.  What did we 

do in His Name, as representing Him, during our lives as Christians prior to His 

coming? 

The recent discovery I wanted share and tie into these passages is this: The phrase 

used in 1 Cor. 3:15 “will suffer loss”, means “to forfeit”. Literally, it would read, “he 

will be forfeiting” the reward he could have had. 

So, then the question would be, how do we know if any specific “work” we’ve done 

receives a reward or causes us to forfeit the reward? 

(2 Cor. 5:10-11) “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 

so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according 

to what he has done, whether good or bad.  Therefore, knowing the fear of 

the Lord, we persuade men.” 

Paul did not use the word for "bad" that speaks of something which is morally evil.  

The word he used means “without value”. 
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Our “moral evil” or sins are not evaluated at the Judgment Seat of Christ; its our 

alleged “good works” – our Christian service.  So, again, how do we know whether 

our Christian service has value or not?  How do we distinguish between wood, hay 

and stumble versus gold, silver and precious stones? 

Martha was extremely busy doing things for the Lord that He never wanted her to 

do.  It was her works, not His.  The source of her works was based on her own 

religious ideas and obligations, but the only works that have value to God are those 

that have their source in Christ. 

Martha was involved in what Heb. 6:1 calls “dead works”.  They may look great to 

others and to the one doing them, but their source is religious flesh, not the Spirit 

of God. 

If we consistently grow spiritually, then over the years we will be able to hear the 

voice of the Spirit better and also the prompting of the flesh, even religious flesh. 

It just takes time coupled with having ears to hear what the Spirit is saying to us.  

And, as we seen in many of our past studies, it takes a genuine (not superficial) 

willingness to die to ourselves, our pride, and our version of Christianity, so we can 

clearly see the alternative to all of those things in Christ. 

Don’t worry about the early years.  I often think of those times and all the mistakes 

I made, but as this quote by Sparks I’m going to close with tonight makes crystal 

clear to us, it’s not the beginning that matters – it’s the end; 

“Christ Himself, when He was here, never failed to let people know that 

when they entered that door, or that straight and narrow way, they were in 

for trouble.... Now that may sound like a very terrible thing to say, especially 

to young Christians who are not far inside the door, but be perfectly clear 

about it; the Lord Jesus never deceived anybody about this. He let people 

know that to follow Him, as He put it, involved them in difficulty and trial - as 

a lifelong thing. There is a cost here, a great cost. And we shall discover that 

while there are the compensations, for there are undoubtedly the 

compensations in this life, and the mighty compensations for eternity, this is 

a way which is not easy for the natural man by any means. This work of the 

Holy Spirit is drastic, exacting, and very trying to the flesh. Make no mistake 

about it; it will take all the energy that the Holy Spirit Himself has to 

accomplish this work. So, the Lord Jesus has not left us in any doubt about 

this. 
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“It will be the End that judges our Christian life. And so, it is the Holy Spirit’s 

work, His interest, concern, energy and activity; not only to bring people to 

the door and to get them inside and moving forward, but to make them 

know that that door is but the opening of a Way, on the other side of the 

door everything lies. It is not the door alone, but it is what lies beyond the 

door.  The door is essential, but it is what that door leads to that justifies 

going in at all.” 

So, all that we go through in this life, as difficult as it is, is intended to acquaint us 

with Christ so we can learn to trust Him and be led by His Spirit. 

In the beginning of his life, Jacob did not need a staff to lean on – by the end, that 

staff held him up – and that’s when his worship of God reached its pinnacle. 

 

 

 


