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8,18,22 1 Pet. 1:22-2:8, Spiritual Growth from a Pure Heart 

Let’s begin by reading 1 Pet. 1:22; 

 “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in 

sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart.” 

There’s an interesting use of the Greek words for love in vs. 22.  If you just had the 

English, you might wonder why Peter told these believers who had “sincere love of 

the brethren” to “love one another fervently”. 

Peter uses the word philadelphos from philos which is referring to the “liking” kind 

of love.  It’s the affection people have for those who have common likes and 

dislikes.  It’s basically fondness.  So, those Peter wrote to had this kind of 

relationship with each other, and Peter commended them for it. 

But this can also be risky if it’s the only love they have.  This is how cliques and 

denominations start – ‘birds of a feather flocking together’ to the exclusion of 

those they consider to be the wrong kind of birds. 

In the next part of the verse, Peter uses the imperative verb form of agapao tied to 

fervently.  Here the unconditional aspect of social relationships comes in.  You may 

or may not phileo a certain Christian, but you should agapao all of them.  Philos 

requires common interest or compatible personality, but agape love comes from 

within the “pure heart” of the one doing the loving and is not conditioned on the 

personality of the one being loved. 

Fortunately, for all of us, God’s love for us is agape love.  That’s the form of love 

used in John 3:16 and 1 Cor. 13.  To love like Christ requires that this love be the 

one that’s driving our relationship with other believers and non-believers. 

It’s also the love of personal sacrifice that moves us to deny self to any extent that 

is needed to act for the benefit of the other person – it’s what Christ did on the 

cross for His enemies. 

(1 Jn. 4:9) “By this the love of God was revealed in us, that God has sent His 

only Son into the world so that we may live through Him.” 

(Rom. 5:8) “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Since the cross is apparent to everyone, no one can say that the love of God for us 

is hidden.  His love has been displayed openly in the sacrifice of Christ. 
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There’s no problem “liking” one person over another.  That’s natural.  But no 

matter who we are dealing with, to be like Christ there must be an unconditional 

willingness to sacrifice for anyone who needs us. 

Also, Peter says that this love comes from a “pure heart”, and that this kind of 

heart is the result or fruit of continued obedience to the Truth.  Where there is 

impurity in the soul due to sin or ‘untruth’ (as in false doctrine), agape love will be 

limited or even extinguished. 

There’s one other thing I need to mention about this concept of a pure heart.  This 

commentator, Edmond Hiebert, expresses it best; 

“The perfect active participle, which comes from hagnidzo (haug nee’ zo) is 

‘having purified’, and looks back to a specific past experience that has a 

present result.  The cleansing took place at the time of the reader’s 

regeneration, and so they were in a state of being clean.  The impact of that 

cleansing extends beyond mere external separation from heathen worship 

and habits to the abandonment of false principles, beliefs and doctrines, and 

evil desires and passions.  That purification is a necessary antecedent to life 

in the Christian community.  Peter’s readers acted to receive the cleansing 

by placing themselves under obedience to the Word of God.  This then was 

to become their ongoing mindset as related to the Truth.” 

The life of Christ within us can’t manifest, let alone flourish, if obedience to the 

Truth is optional to us.  Love and Truth are inseparable; divine compassion and 

personal holiness are both needed to make us vessels fit for the Master’s use. 

One author I used to listen to while he was alive said that the combination of these 

two essential personality traits is what he called “spiritual integrity”. 

There is a test we can give ourselves that can keep us on course if we keep it in 

mind, especially during times when we aren’t sure what to do.  This is from a 

commentary on 2 Timothy 1:9 which says, “God, who saved us and called us to a 

holy calling, not because of our works but because of His own purpose and grace, 

which He gave us in Christ Jesus.”  What he says addresses the question of 

obedience and how we can know what the will of the Lord is in any given situation; 

Here's what the author wrote; 

“Whenever we are being faced with some new and different course, some 

fresh proposition or position, there is one all-governing question that we 

should ask, and which we should take ample time to ponder and pray over 
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seriously. That question is – Does this thing before me stand in direct line 

with the full purpose of God, as revealed – not in a fragment – but in the 

fullness of His Word? God has left us in no doubt that He has a clearly 

defined purpose in view as the ultimate object of all His dealings. He has also 

made it abundantly clear what that purpose is. Further, it is distinctly shown 

that believers are ‘called according to His purpose’. 

It is the business and duty of every true Christian to study so as to be quite 

clear as to what that ‘Eternal Purpose’ is. Having done so, everything that 

arises to engage us must be brought to the judgment bar of that purpose, 

and interrogated in its light. God will not cut across our path, or give us 

particular light at any fork in the road if we have not been diligent in this 

quest, or faithful to the light given. It just will not do to allow ourselves to be 

influenced by questions of comparative right or wrong, good or bad, 

permissibility, desirability, expediency, or policy. Nor must ambition, soul-

gratification, enlarged prospects for the Lord, wider acceptance in 

Christianity, or any such thing, color our judgment or affect our decision. 

Advantage and cost are ruled out here as deciding factors. One question, 

and one alone, will decide tragedy or glory: does this that is before me stand 

directly in line with the full purpose of God? When the end is reached, the 

full story told, the sum taken, how much that is bound up with this will be 

stripped off, as having no real substance with what is Christ, and therefore 

fail to be carried over into the eternal? What will the river carry away, and 

what will emerge on the other side?” 

I realize he waxes poetic toward the end, but the principle is simple.  Every 

decision we make has eternal ramifications. 

The more we study; the clearer the ultimate purpose of God becomes, the easier it 

is to know what we should do. 

Now, let’s move to the next section; 

(1 Pet. 1:23-25) “Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but 

incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 

because all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of the 

grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls away, but the word of the Lord 

endures forever. Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to 

you.” 



4 
 

Peter brings “regeneration” into this context.  So, we don’t want to just see what 

re-birth means, but also why it’s in a section that exhorts love for one another in 

the body of Christ. 

First, its impossible to consistently love as God loves without God’s nature.  In 

other words, only He can love in a way that is purely and completely unconditional.  

And this is especially true in a generation that our Lord told us in Matt. 24:12 is 

characterized by “love growing cold”.   

We’re all very familiar with the nature of Adam in us; it’s called the flesh and it’s 

our daily battle.   

Adam passed that nature onto all of us through our first birth.  That which is born 

of flesh, is flesh. 

But in the new birth, we receive the nature of the last Adam or the Second Man (as 

Paul describes the Lord in 1 Cor. 15). 

So, now we’re divided; we carry two opposing natures within us.  In the Cross the 

Lord provided a ‘crucifixion’ of the Old Man and took Him into death, so that now, 

the believer who has been joined to Christ has the option of turning his back on 

the flesh and walking in the Spirit. 

A large number of Christians, myself included, can become discouraged because 

they assume that their lack of experiencing the ‘setting aside’ of the flesh in favor 

of the Spirit’s fruit is evidence of stagnated growth spiritually.  That may be true in 

some instances, but for any believer who is genuinely trying to grow spiritually, the 

more likely explanation of this is not that the flesh is getting stronger; it’s that we 

are increasingly discovering more of what the flesh is. 

It's difficult sometimes to distinguish between what seems like an increase of 

sinning on our part, as over against an increase of seeing and understanding what 

sin actually is.  Increased awareness of our sin does not mean we are sinning more; 

it just feels that way sometimes. 

God allows us to progressively see more of what the old corrupt nature is so that 

we will understand why it is so important that we have “no confidence in 

ourselves”.  It’s a painful, but necessary way, to drive us away from dependence on 

self to dependence on Christ. 

Like everything else in the Christian life, we can know something intellectually 

without ever experiencing it in daily life.  What connects the truths of the Bible to 
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our life is not informational learning alone; it’s the kind of learning that happens by 

being forced into dealing with the things that make those truths become real to us. 

And that is a lifelong process. 

Let’s sidetrack for a minute and look at some comments by Sparks on what can 

stagnate our growth.  We know that a purely intellectual grasp of scripture is one 

thing that holds us back from empirical knowledge.  Sparks addresses some other 

issues on this that are worth considering also; 

“We know of many children of God who have been the Lord’s children for 

years, and yet they have come to a standstill. Why? Well in some way, at 

some point, somehow, something of themselves, their old self has come up, 

has come into evidence, and has blocked the way. It may be some of their 

old mind, some of their old will, some of their old affections, desires and 

feelings. They are following their own path somehow. That is exactly what 

the apostle is saying to the Hebrews: ‘You have come to a standstill. You 

simply ceased to go on. You went so far, now you have got to a certain point 

and for years you have not budged a bit from that position. You have never 

got past foundations; you are not going on to full growth’. No one will ever 

get through in relation to God and His things while still bound by the old 

creation, the self-life, religious or otherwise; living on the old creation level 

of self-pursuit. This new way of Life is so narrow that we cannot take 

ourselves into it, we have to leave ourselves behind.” 

So, back to Peter.  This is why, I believe, he brings the new birth into the context of 

loving fellowship in the Body of Christ.  Only by walking in the Spirit instead of the 

flesh can this kind of love even happen. 

We’ve all experienced the “failing” of a love that we thought would never end; that 

we thought was everlasting love.  But only the love of Christ “never fails” (1 Cor. 

13:8).  Our love fails; His never does.  So, better to have His life govern us than our 

life.  As Peter already told us; 

“All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The 

grass withers, and its flower falls away, but the word of the Lord endures 

forever.” 

Listen to Ironside’s summation of this; 

“Theologians may wrangle about the necessity of a new birth by the 

sovereign act of God; but Scripture is clear that new birth is by means of the 
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Word, which the Spirit of God brings to bear upon the heart and conscience. 

Apart from this there is no divine life. James also tells us that, ‘Of His own 

will (regenerated) He us by the Word of truth (James 1:18). Believing the 

gospel we become children of God, and are responsible to walk as such, in 

the place of realized dependence upon the Lord from day to day as we 

pursue our pilgrim course from the cross to the glory yet to be revealed.” 

Peter expands this in chapter 2:1-3: 

“Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil 

speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may 

grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” 

This should make more sense now that we’ve seen how Peter built toward this 

exhortation.  Since we have a new nature within us, we should naturally want to 

‘lay aside’ anything that conflicts with it. 

And Peter knows that this is going to be either non-existent or extremely sporadic 

if we aren’t growing through the daily intake of God’s word.   

When we prayerfully study the scriptures and something jumps out to us that 

moves us beyond intellect to spirit, to personal revelation – and the verse or 

principle makes sense like never before, we “taste” the grace of God. 

When a believer moves away from the instruction of God’s word in both personal 

study and through the instruction of a teacher, that believer stops growing.  God 

uses His word to ‘carry us’ to maturity. 

Growing in grace requires growing in the knowledge of the Lord; God does not 

have a plan B.  Which is why the enemy works overtime to either misinterpret, 

limit or eliminate the Christian’s access to the scriptures. 

In 1 Pet. 2, Peter adds some pre-conditions to having an effective intake of God’s 

word.  Not everyone who studies diligently automatically develops spiritually.  As 

Hiebert puts it; 

“Before the believer’s desire for milk can be effectual, there must be a 

definite break with the evils that hinder spiritual growth.” 

Because of the context, Peter is focused on sins that affect the fellowship of 

believers, but obviously, whatever in our lives that God calls us to set aside must 

be dealt with. 
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The phrase “laying aside” was used in the first century for the laying aside or 

putting off of clothing.  Peter pictures someone flinging off a stained or infected 

garment. 

We aren’t likely to do that if there are areas of the old man in our lives that we 

don’t see as stained or infected.  This becomes personal for us, since we all have 

different areas that need to be addressed and we are all at different places in our 

growth and spiritual discipline. 

So, for our study in Peter, let’s briefly look at the specific ‘garments’ Peter wants 

gone from us. 

First is “malice”.   Barclay calls this “A general word for evil and wickedness”.  So, at 

its root, “this word emphasizes the quality of badness or faultiness – the opposite 

of what is good in character and beneficial to others”. 

Bottom-line is that “malice” is moral evil in all its forms.  In Peter’s case, it would 

be the forms of moral failure that harm other believers. 

Second is “deceit”.  The Greek word means guile, cunning or craftiness.  It’s an 

attitude that wants to move someone to your way of thinking; not through Truth, 

but through cunning and deception.  It’s intended to deceive and hurt others for 

personal gain. 

Third is “hypocrisy”.  This is pretense or counterfeit actions.  A hypocrite is 

someone who is hiding his real motives.  As Barclay put it, he is “a man who meets 

you with a face that is different from his heart, and with words which are very 

different from his real feelings.” 

Forth is “envy”.  I used Vines and also James Moffatt for this one. “Envy is the 

feeling of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the prosperity of 

others.  Prov. 14:30 calls it a moral cancer that plagues all voluntary organizations, 

not least of which are religious organizations. . . It is almost the only vice which can 

be practiced at all times and in every place”. 

Finally, “all evil speaking” – a better translation would be “slander of every kind”.  

This is speech that deliberately assaults the character of another person and 

usually takes place behind the victim’s back.   

William MacDonald adds this, “It can even act under the guise of a pious prayer 

request, such as ‘I only mention this as a prayer request, but did you know that so 

& so, etc. . . . and then the character of the individual is assassinated.”   
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So, these things hurt both our own growth and our fellowship with other believers.  

And because of that, once we become aware of them, when they surface in us, 

rather than justifying them, we have to move against them.  hopefully, over time, 

we won’t have to confront them as often. 

I came across some comments by Sparks who was giving his take on John 9:25 

which says, “I used to be blind, but now I can see”.  What the author wrote about 

this verse was encouraging because he shows how the Lord, in a sense, injects a 

sense of dissatisfaction into our hearts to ensure that we will keep pressing on.   

You’ll understand why this is encouraging when you see why God does this.  Here’s 

what he wrote; 

“If you and I were allowed to be perfectly satisfied with what we have at any 

stage of growth, and not to feel the absolute necessity for something we 

never have had, we would not go on. To keep us moving forward, the Lord 

has to bring about those experiences where it is absolutely necessary for us 

to know the Lord in a new way, and it must be like this all the way to the 

end. It may be a series of crises of seeing and seeing again, and yet again, as 

the Lord opens our eyes, and we are able to say, as never before, "I see!" “I 

understand now!”  So, it is not our study, our learning, our book knowledge 

alone, but it is a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 

the eyes of our hearts being enlightened, and it is that seeing which brings 

the note of authority that is so much needed. That is the element, the 

feature, that is required today. 

Where is the voice of authority today? Where are those who are really 

speaking with authority? We are languishing terribly in every part of life for 

the voice of authority. The Church is languishing for want of a voice of 

spiritual authority, for lack of that prophetic note – ‘Thus saith the Lord!’ The 

world is languishing for lack of authority, and that authority is with those 

who have seen. There is far more authority in the man born blind seeing, 

than there is in all Israel, with all Israel’s tradition and learning. And may it 

not be that that was the thing about the Lord Jesus that carried such weight, 

for ‘He spoke as One having authority, and not as the Scribes’ (Matt. 7:29). 

The Scribes were the authorities. If anybody wanted an interpretation of the 

law, they went to the Scribes. If they wanted to know what the authoritative 

position was, they went to the Scribes. But Jesus spoke as One having 

authority, and not as the Scribes. Wherein lay that authority? Just that in all 
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things He could say, ‘I know! It is not what I have read, what I have been 

told, or what I have studied that is with power, but it’s that I know! I have 

seen!" 

At first, I wondered why he moved from “I was blind and now I see” to “where is 

the voice of authority?” 

I believe his point is that it’s “seeing” that forms the basis of “authority”.  The 

scribes and thousands of seminary graduates have an intellectual grasp of the 

scriptures, but that’s not the same as “seeing” by revelation.   

I’m sure all of you have been studying the Bible and come across a passage you’ve 

read before and you see that verse in a way that brings a deeper and fuller 

meaning to you than you’ve ever seen before.  That’s spiritual revelation; it goes 

far beyond intellectual understanding and it’s something only the Lord can do for 

us. 

But when he does do that, you now know that verse or that principle in the 

deepest part of who you are and because of that, when you tell someone else 

what you’ve seen, you are ‘speaking as one having authority”.  They may or may 

not believe you, but no amount of criticism or unbelief from others can shake you 

because when the Lord allows us to see something in this way, that truth is 

established in us. 

Here's one place where Paul explains that experience in his life; 

(Gal. 1:11-16) “But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which 

was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from 

man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the 

church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in 

Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more 

exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when it pleased 

God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His 

grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I 

did not immediately confer with flesh and blood.” 

Paul didn’t care what James thought, what “flesh and blood” thought – God had 

revealed this to him and he was running with it.  He now had what he needed to 

‘speak as one having authority’. 
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So, like Sparks said, God will occasionally give us that kind of insight into something 

as a result of circumstances in our lives that cause us to seek the Lord with greater 

desperation than when we are merely curious.  And it’s that kind of seeking that 

God responds to. 

(Jer. 19:13) “You will seek me and find me when (and only when) you seek 

me with all your heart.” 

Ok, to wrap up this part of 1 Peter, I want to read an author’s summary of this 

section.  He makes some very good points on the issue of spiritual growth; 

“Feeding on the Word has a specific goal, but appropriation of the milk is 

not the final goal; it is rather the means whereby spiritual growth is realized.  

New life cannot grow without nourishment. The phrase ‘grow upward’ is 

aorist passive (we’ve talked about the implications of the passive form 

before).  It should be translated, ‘be made to grow’.  It is an activity that is 

wrought within us by the nourishment provided.  The aorist tense simply 

pictures growth as the essential feature of the Christian life.  Spiritual 

growth is not a direct act of human volition.  The Christian’s responsibility is 

to diligently appropriate the Word that produces the growth.” 

So, what I believe he’s stressing is that even though we can hinder our growth; 

Truth remains the only thing that can set us free.  We don’t set ourselves free, it’s 

the growing spiritual understanding of the Truth that does that. 

In the next section of 1 Pet. 2, moves from the individual to the corporate and 

expands our purpose beyond our own personal growth. 

But before we read those verses, there is one last writing I want to share on the 

issue of hindering God.  He approaches this from a different angle that we’ve seen 

so far; 

“There is the big question which is always confronting us as to why is it that 

some leap into the light and go on, and others do not, but always lag behind, 

and never seem to see any more? Is it that there is a selectiveness on the 

part of God, a kind of elect of the elect that He has, is it that He has 

favorites? Of course not. I think a great part of the answer lies here, namely, 

in what God finds He has to deal with, whether people mean business with 

Him or not, whether He has a clear way or not, whether the ground is 

occupied already by that which is an obstruction to Him. I do not think 

anybody will fail to get all the light the Lord wants them to have if they really 
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do mean business with God. The Holy Spirit knows us. He looks right deep 

down into our hearts and knows whether we mean business. He sees exactly 

what there is to hinder Him and how far He can go; for the Lord is not going 

to coerce anyone. 

“If we are taken up with ourselves, occupied with ourselves, circling round 

ourselves, centering in ourselves, then the Holy Spirit has to hold back. We 

have to come to an end of ourselves. That is the trouble with so many. They 

have got a self-complex set up, and all the time it is a continuous going 

round in a circle and coming back to the same point at which they started, 

and it is all round themselves, and they are wearing themselves out. Before 

long they are going to have an awful crash that involves all that for which 

they are supposed to stand and represent for the Lord, and it will come 

down with them. We have to get out of the way, so far as this self-

occupation is concerned, if we are going to go on. The Holy Spirit cannot do 

much with people who are in a position like that; and He knows. But, if we 

are prepared to put everything into the water, then the Lord can go on and 

get a clear way.  We have to decide in earnest whether this life will be 

centered in us or in Christ.” 

Now, let’s move into the next part of 1 Pet. 2; 

(1 Pet. 2:4-8) “Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, 

but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up 

a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. Therefore, it is also contained in the Scripture, 

‘Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious; and he who 

believes on Him will by no means be put to shame. Therefore, to you who 

believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, ‘The stone which 

the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone, and a stone of 

stumbling, and a rock of offense.’ They stumble, being disobedient to the 

word, to which they also were appointed.” 

There’s a very interesting nuance in Peter’s first phase, “Coming to Him . . .”  

According to Kenneth Wuest’s Greek New Testament, in the original, these words 

don’t refer to a person coming to Christ for salvation, but a continual and 

consistent ‘coming to Him’ for fellowship and communion.   

This, of course, influences the interpretation of the next several verses. 
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The rejection of Christ by men is not simply rejecting Him as savior.  The word in 

the original means to test or examine something or someone to see if the one 

tested meets the requirements of the test is therefore approved or disapproved.  

The Living Stone lived for 33 years in the midst of Israel, offered Himself as its 

Messiah, was examined (or tested) by Israel’s leaders to determine whether He 

could be their Messiah and then rejected because He didn’t meet their 

expectations of what they thought the Messiah should be.   

But He passed God’s test and is called “chosen” and “precious”.  That’s Peter’s 

intro to where we fit in.   

We may or may not be approved by men, but Peter is showing that it’s more 

important to “offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to (or approved by) God 

through Jesus Christ.” 

The phrase “acceptable to” is actually “to receive to oneself with pleasure”.  This is 

actually kind of amazing.  God derives personal pleasure from the spirituality He 

finds in the life of a Christian.  The spiritual sacrifices we make (which we’ll look at 

in a minute) are the way we “minister” to God. 

(Acts 13:1-2) “Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain 

prophets and teachers. . . As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the 

Holy Spirit said, ‘Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

which I have called them.’” 

Without moving into a listing of all the things believers can do to minister to the 

Lord (including, of course, things like ‘as you have done it to the least of these, you 

have done it unto Me’), I’m going to focus on the foundation of these spiritual 

sacrifices. 

If we know what pleases Him the most, we’ll be able to make applications as 

needed. 

So, here’s vs. 5 again, “You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual 

house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.” 

When we add this verse to the historical outworking of this principle in Acts 13, 

what we see is a group of people who’s one desire is to discover and then act on 

God’s will – just like Jesus in His relationship with His Father; (John 8:29) “I do 

always and only those things that please my Father”. 
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Denying our will in order to embrace God’s will is a “spiritual sacrifice”.  The 

greatest of all was the sacrifice of Jesus who said, “Not my will, but thine be done”. 

As Wuest puts it, 

“The Father is pleased with the spiritual sacrifices of the believer because He 

sees in them a reflection of His Son.” 

That brings us full circle.  It sweeps this whole chapter up to this point.  We started 

with the exhortation to set aside the will of the old man, the flesh.  Then we 

brought in the milk of God’s word to enable us to grow so the life of Christ could 

be formed in us, and all of this resulted in the outward action of spiritual sacrifices 

that made us a reflection, by life, of our Lord. 

And like Him, the outcome of this would likely be rejection by men, but seen as 

precious to God.  If they rejected the Chief Cornerstone – they will also reject the 

living stones which are being built up as spiritual house. 

Listen to this commentator’s input on the idea of rejection; 

“A cross is given to Jesus by God; but this He endures. He is not perturbed by 

men’s misunderstanding, ostracism, accusation, desertion, or 

condemnation. Not because the shame is not serious; in point of fact, the 

shame He suffers exceeds that which any other man has ever passed 

through. And it is not because His holy nature is insensitive to the 

shamefulness of being insulted; actually His feeling is much deeper and 

more sensitive than that of others. The cross which God has given Him is not 

light. What He has gone through before men and the evil spirits and the holy 

angels is not without hardship. Yet our Lord endures the cross. He accepts it 

and endures it. And the final result? He reaches the end triumphantly: ‘and 

has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God’ (Heb. 12.2) awaiting 

the moment of His glorious appearing.’” 

A large part of our ‘fear of man’ is the fear of being rejected.  And that fear can be 

lessened if we see past the threat of rejection to the glory and reward that comes 

from enduring it.   

In the light of eternity and God’s purpose for us, does it really matter what people 

think of us?    

Ok, we’ll need to stop there because the next part of 1 Pet. brings us into a new 

topic. 
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So, to close, I want to share something I came across in a Church history book I’m 

reading.  This is the author’s explanation of the transition from the early church to 

the gradual decline of spiritual life in that which followed. 

“It is almost impossible to trace the exact course of the life of the churches 

in the years immediately following New Testament times.  When we emerge 

from this period of uncertainty, we find a church in many respects quite 

different from the churches of the Book of Acts.  Wide and far-reaching 

changes have taken place, and there is an unmistakable move in the 

direction of institutionalism. The crystallization of Christianity was the prime 

motivator to fresh expressions of the life of the Gospel.  Where the vitality 

of spiritual life could not be contained within the increasingly restricted 

limits of a humanly imposed organization and rule, it burst the bounds and 

found its fuller expression in an atmosphere of direct and free communion 

with God.  Around the middle of the second century an anonymous writer 

wrote to an enquirer giving a description of the life of the Christian 

community.  His words aptly sum up the reality and practical expressions 

then existing where spiritual life had broken through tradition and formed a 

community shaped not by tradition but by the indwelling Spirit of Christ.  

‘Christians’ he said, ‘display to us their wonderful and confessedly striking 

method of life.  They live in their own countries, but simply as sojourners, 

yet endure all hardship as foreigners.  Every foreign land is to them as home, 

yet their every homeland is foreign.  They obey the laws of the land, and at 

the same time surpass the law by their lives.  They love all and are reviled by 

all.” 

Then the author adds this;  

“The blood of the martyrs had watered the seed of the Gospel, and the fruit 

of the Spirit was becoming the testimony of the risen Christ in His Church.” 

 


