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8,25,22 1 Pet. 2:9-25, The Implications of Determined Obedience 

To begin I want to read vs’s 9 & 10 in 1 Pet. 2; 

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 

special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out 

of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are 

now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 

obtained mercy.” 

Peter introduces this section with saying that we are a “chosen generation”.  

“Generation” is not the best translation; the Greek word is genos (ghen’ os) and 

should be translated “race” or “tribe” – meaning “the aggregate of many 

individuals of the same nature. . . a race with a common life and descent”. In other 

words, we have been chosen or elected out of the human race to form a new race 

that did not exist before and does not exist in the majority of present-day 

humanity.   

Even though our appearance is the same, their nature is not the same as our 

nature.  We are a completely different species of humanity and eventually, when 

we receive our new bodies, our appearance will be radically different than the 

body we inherited from our old humanity.  Hence the need for “new birth” – 

which, basically, is the impartation of a new nature placed temporarily within an 

old wineskin.  

When God began this new race in Christ, He didn’t “build back better”, He started 

over with a new Adam as head of a new humanity. 

The goal of our lives as Christians is to suppress the old nature within us and 

nourish and develop the new nature.  We received our old nature from Adam; we 

receive our new nature from Christ – we are being conformed, over the years of 

our lives here, into the image of Christ Who is the source of life for the new 

humanity just as the first Adam was the source of the old humanity. 

The degree to which you and I submit to the means He uses to complete that 

development is the degree to which the nature of Christ will be formed in and 

manifested through our mortal bodies. 
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Since the goal in all of our studies is to try to clarify and apply each passage we 

come to, keep in mind what we just talked about and see if vs’s 9 & 10 make more 

sense now – and I’ll paraphrase to help bring out what I believe is there; 

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 

people (with the intent) that you may proclaim (out from the development 

of your new life) the praises (nature and character) of Him who called you 

out of (the spiritual) darkness (of the old humanity) into His marvelous light 

(the light that shines from the glory of Christ formed in us); (you) who once 

were not a people (who were alienated from God through spiritual death) 

are now the people of God, who (in the past) had not obtained mercy but 

now have obtained mercy (in Christ).” 

     __________ 

 

A couple other terms in this section we need to touch on are “royal priesthood” 

and “holy nation”.  “Royal” is the translation of the Greek word for “king”.  The 

Levitical priesthood were only priests.  Church-age believers are identified with 

Jesus and are king-priests because Christ is a priest after the order of Melchizedek 

who was both a king and a priest. 

Under the old covenant, the priests were chosen from the Levitical tribe to 

represent God to men and men to God; they are mediators, meaning that priests 

bring God’s words or message to those they serve, but they also make appeal 

through prayer to God on behalf of the needs of others. 

In the new covenant age of the church, all believers are priests, so all of us have 

direct access to God without having to go through a mediator.  Some priests, 

because of their gifting, bring instruction from God to others, but all believers are 

also encouraged to be Bereans.   

And since all believers are priests, we don’t have to have someone in an official 

position appeal to God for us and hope they get through; God hears all our 

prayers.  There are obvious advantages to having others pray for us, but we don’t 

need to ask Mary to pray for us.    
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Now, as to the term “holy nation”, this was also originally assigned to Israel; but 

when they failed to be what God called them to be, the Church was given this title.  

However, we have to keep in mind that the term “holy” means to be “set apart” 

for a specific purpose.  As J.N.D. Kelly reminds us,   

“The title of being a holy nation is not assuming that all of its members are in 

actual fact paragons of virtue, but simply that they have been set apart for 

God’s service and as they pursue that purpose, they are sustained by His 

Spirit.” 

As we’ve seen in all of Miles Stanford’s writings, sometimes our condition doesn’t 

match our position.  We are positionally holy in Christ, but whether we are holy in 

practice depends on whether we are growing spiritually. 

Our purpose, practically speaking, is directly tied into what our lifestyle is as it 

appears to those who watch us to see what a Christian is. 

So, let’s move into that section; 

(1 Pet. 2:11-12) “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 

fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable 

among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they 

may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of 

visitation.”  

Obviously, living in a way that will impact those who are lost and hopefully bring 

some to Christ is a given that we see throughout the Bible, but Peter focuses on an 

outcome of our lifestyle that’s directed at what the unbeliever does when God 

comes to judge this word in “the day of visitation”. 

If they see Christ in us, then when God comes as judge, the unbeliever will have to 

acknowledge, to admit, that they saw the glory of God in us and they will realize 

that when they rejected us, they were rejecting Christ. 

As Paul puts it in 2 Cor. 2:14-16 we are to be a savor of life unto life or death unto 

death depending on the response of those who cross our path. 

“Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and 

through us (there’s the lifestyle) diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in 

every place. For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are 
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being saved and among those who are perishing. To the one we are the 

aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading 

to life.” 

What we say and do around others has the potential of impacting them in a way 

that can bring life or that can confirm them in eternal death. 

We’ve covered the Day of Visitation in one of the studies we did in Colossians, but 

that was quite awhile ago, so let’s briefly review what this “Day” is; 

I’ll begin with a quote from Bilheimer’s book, “Destined for the Throne”; 

“Literally everything Christ is doing in our lives is designed to qualify His 

Eternal Companion for entering into full partnership with her Lord in the 

governance of the universe. . . As the bride of the Eternal Son, she is to 

share with Him universal sovereignty. . . Here is a completely new, unique, 

and exclusive order of beings which may be called a new species.  There is 

nothing like it in all the kingdoms of infinity.  This is the order of beings 

which God envisioned when He spoke the worlds into being.  This is the 

order of beings which Paul called, ‘the New Man’ (Eph 2:15) destined 

through the new birth (partaking of the divine nature) to be the aristocracy 

of the universe. . . we are to be princes of the heavenly realm. . . Christ will 

administrate and govern His eternal kingdom through His body, the Church.  

Satan will be displaced by the bride of the Son of God.” 

No matter what we see happening around us (or to us), if we can’t see all that’s 

happening through this spiritual grid, we will miss the real reason for the pressure 

and the events in our lives and in this world. 

We are in a battle, but it’s primarily an invisible war with visible manifestations.   

In other words, not only does literally everything visible have an invisible source, 

but those sources are in conflict on a level that has never before happened in 

human history. 

It’s not just viruses, wars, vaccines, and the threat of a new world order – it’s the 

intensity of the spiritual battle we are all engaged in whether we realize it or not. 

We are wrestling with principalities and powers every moment of our lives on a 

more intensified scale than ever before. 
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So, let’s look at the implications, the elements, of the Lord’s Day of Visitation of His 

people in this age.  

Here’s an explanation of the word “visitation”; 

“This examination of the Greek word translated "visitation" establishes that 

its use here has two meanings – one temporal (earthly visitation) and the 

other eschatological (final visitation or Judgment Day). Each of those 

meanings can have two purposes – visitation for blessing or for punishment. 

Translations take both positions. A good translation would not force a 

conclusion on the reader by eliminating one of the possibilities. It would use 

the more general word that includes both possibilities.” 

Another author puts it this way, 

“In Biblical writings, ‘visitation’ refers to the divine inspection of men's 

character and deeds with a view to apportioning to them their due lot, 

whether of reward or of chastisement; of mercy or of punishment.” 

God’s “visitations” in the scriptures have included the offer of blessing, as when 

Christ came to bless Israel to fulfill all that was written of the Messiah and to 

establish the kingdom.   

But visitations can also refer to judgment whenever the offer of grace is rejected. 

Luke 19:44 combines these in one verse where the Lord warns of the 

consequences of Israel’s rejection of Him; 

“. . . and you will be leveled, and your children with you, to the ground; and 

there will not be one stone left upon another, because you did not know the 

time of your visitation.” 

Israel “did not know the time” of this gracious visitation and therefore they 

received judgment instead of the kingdom they hoped for. 

Isaiah 10:3 also shows this aspect of God’s visitation; 

“What will you do in the day of visitation, when disaster comes from afar? 

To whom will you run for help?” 

One other quote to tie these together; 
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“Such failure to recognize the Lord’s visitation implies the decline of spiritual 

interest, which in those who have had opportunity to respond are culpable. 

To believe sincerely in the living God, who interests Himself in His mortal 

creatures, is to be on the look-out for tokens of His intervention in the 

affairs of men; in other words, for His visitations. When a Divine visitation 

comes, it is a touchstone of the interests of souls: it finds some expectant, 

willing to recognize and make the most of it, and others, as our Lord said, 

whose hearts have grown cold, and whose ears are dull of hearing, and 

whose eyes are closed. This insensibility to the approach of God in His life 

and power wounds the heart of God. We cannot forsake Him for anything 

else with impunity. If God visits in warning, then to neglect His visitation is to 

neglect conditions of safety against dangers which are before us." 

As we saw in the eschatological aspect of Peter’s exhortation, we are rapidly 

approaching the final day of the Lord’s visitation to the Church – a time of purifying 

and preparing the end-time remnant for the rapture, coupled with a time of 

judgment for Laodicea. 

This day of visitation in our time will include both elements – the offer of grace and 

blessing to the remnant and the warning of judgment to those who, as Christ put 

it, “did not know the time of their visitation.” 

It’s been my experience in conversations with others, as well as when I’ve visited 

churches and listened to 21st. century sermons, that most Christians have no clue 

about our time in history.   

They are not prepared for the day of God’s visitation to His people. 

Listen to these comments by Canon Liddon; 

“The difficulty for many is to recognize at the critical moment the fact that 

God is visiting them. The most vitally important days and weeks in the 

history of a soul may have little to distinguish them outwardly from other 

days. It needs the earnest, penetrating recognition of God's unceasing and 

loving interest in His creatures to read life correctly to see the moral and 

spiritual worth of events. It may be said that there is room for a great deal of 

illusion in this matter of Divine visitation.  
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“We have first of all to remember that no human life at any moment is other 

than an object of the deepest interest to God. He who made, He who 

redeemed, He who sanctified us, does not think any life too insignificant to 

be visited by Him. It is impossible that the Infinite Love should ever despise 

the work of His own hands, the purchase of His own cross. The only question 

is, whether we are warranted in thinking that His interest and oversight 

have, at a given time in history, reached a special climax or visitation, having 

exceptional claims on our attention.” 

We are definitely at a time in history when “exceptional claims on our attention” 

are in action.  And our response will determine whether this visitation raises us to 

new heights of spiritual understanding and conformity to Christ, or whether it 

brings about what Jesus called, “the leveling of us to the ground.” 

So, in Lk. 19 when Jesus said judgment would fall on them because (quote), “. . . 

you did not know the time of your visitation”, how did they respond? 

Israel either didn’t believe or didn’t care.  They were either rebellious or 

indifferent; or they were simply lazy when it came to studying the prophets. That 

was the spiritual state of God’s covenant people at the first coming of Christ.   

What is the spiritual condition of God’s people now, at the time of His coming for 

us? 

Philadelphia is awake; Laodicea is asleep. 

And remember, when we studied the characteristics of the Old Testament 

remnant and the New Testament overcomers, it’s not our failings or weaknesses 

that are the problem; it comes down to this:  Do we want what God wants, or 

don’t we? 

If we’re awake, alert and if our hearts are set on God’s purpose, then the day of 

visitation will be a day of blessing and spiritual advance for us. 

If we are focused on things other than what the Lord is doing at this time such as 

either worldly pursuits or contemporary Christianity; in other words, if we don’t 

care enough to seek to understand the heart of God beyond what the Christianity 

of this generation has, for the most part, embraced, the day of visitation for us will 

a time of judgment, not blessing. 
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The bottom line is simple.  We’re either doing all we can to find out exactly what’s 

going on in this world, so we can give a spiritual interpretation to all that’s 

happening, or none of these things matter enough to us to learn whatever we can 

about them.  

What’s separates Philadelphia from Laodicea at the end is not our weaknesses (we 

are, at best, vessels of clay) but the presence or absence of an impassioned pursuit 

of God’s mind and heart for us at the end of this age. 

There are some unique characteristics to our generation that are being overlooked 

by most Christians in the West. 

The first is the principle of Acceleration or Intensification:  As we get closer to the 

finish line, we have an increased sense of urgency to be spiritually and morally 

ready to stand before Christ. 

The second is Deception:  This is greater than at any time in history especially the 

deception which is targeting the church. This is Satan’s last chance to prevent the 

body of Christ from reaching the place spiritually where we would be able to judge 

him – to “crush Satan under our feet”. 

And finally, Urgency:  Since time is short, reaching the lost and doubling down on 

our prayer, study and growth in Christ must increase if we are to survive. 

If pastors are not emphasizing these things, they are hindering the spiritual 

knowledge and progress of their people.  We’ve touched on this before, so I won’t 

spend much time on it tonight, but I have come to realize that the principle of “like 

priest; like people” in the Old Testament definitely has application to the Church 

Age also.  For us it would be “like pastor; like people”.   

Christians who remain under the influence of a particular pastor long enough will 

eventually view the Bible and the applications the Bible makes to life in the same 

way their pastor does. 

In the context of what we’re studying tonight, what I’ve seen surface in relation of 

the Day of Visitation is that if the pastor is unaware of this time in history, it is very 

likely his congregation is also.  Even if some of them have heard about it; if it’s not 

important to their pastor, it’s not going to be important to them.  

Listen to these comments by Sparks on the ways this tend to play out; 
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“No one who knows anything about the present conditions of the world and 

the Church will disagree with the statement that the Church is in tragic need 

of men with a message; what is needed is the knowledge of what the 

message is for the time we’re living in. That message must come from God 

to men chosen for the purpose. This is not a ministry which can be taken up. 

Usually for such ministry there is a long and deep history with God, a history 

full of mystery and suffering. Many phases are passed through which are 

intended to educate and give experiences, each of which comes by a new 

spiritual crisis. This is God's work alone, and such men have to be left in His 

hands. 

A specific revelation will set a distance between such as have it and such as 

have not. Even the best servants of God who have not seen this will 

probably stand back. Because it will mean loneliness, and going on alone 

perhaps for quite a time. It will mean ostracism, misunderstanding, 

misrepresentation, suspicion, closed doors (so far as man can close them). 

No revelation from God is ever just verbal truth, it always involves practical 

issues.  Those who obey it will become marked people. This raises a new set 

of opposing elements. If God has given a revelation concerning His purpose 

in Christ which is of such vital importance as to have called for all this special 

history and preparation, we must realize that it is of very great importance 

to Satan, and he will leave nothing unused of his devices to make its 

propagation or instruction to others impossible.  If the greatest need of the 

hour is that of men of vision (as I believe it is) along with it will go the need 

for willingness to pay the price. But there is another side, and that is God's 

side, and the compensations are great. It is a great thing to be in possession 

of an open heaven and of a mandate from God.  Just as it is a terrible thing 

to reject that mandate when God offers it.” 

One of the reasons we are studying Peter’s epistles is because of his emphasis on 

the characteristics of the terminal generation and means God has provided for our 

spiritual survival.  And pastors pay a key role in assisting or hindering that survival. 

     __________ 
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What we are going to see in the section of we’ll look at now is a listing of some of 

the things that we should make sure we are doing or avoiding. 

He starts in vs’s 13 through 17 with the exhortation to relate to government and 

others in authority in a way that will not allow unbelievers to find grounds to 

criticize us – we give unto Caesar what is Caesar’s; 

“Therefore, submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, 

whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent 

by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do 

good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence 

the ignorance of foolish men—as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for 

vice, but as bondservants of God. Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. 

Fear God. Honor the king.” 

We covered the Christian relationship to government extensively in our study of 

Romans 13, so I’ll just briefly summarize what we saw.  First, here’s the passage in 

Rom. 13:1-2; 

“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by 

God. Therefore, whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God.” 

There are legitimate reasons to “resist” authority, but those reasons do not include 

resisting a corrupt or an immoral government.  Few governments throughout 

history were more corrupt and immoral than Rome at the time of Christ. 

For example, we’re not called to resist a government that kills Christians.  Rome 

crucified Christ and persecuted the believers of the first century, and nowhere 

were they told to fight against Rome because of this. They could flee to other cities 

or countries, but they were not to become “freedom fighters” like Judas Iscariot or 

“political activists” like many Christians are becoming in our generation. 

However, there are examples given in the history of the early church of defying the 

government.  The first, and most obvious, is the government telling us we can’t 

preach the gospel. 

(Acts 5:28-29) “’We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,’ he 

said. ‘Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined 
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to make us responsible for this man’s blood.’ But Peter and the other 

apostles replied, ‘We must obey God rather than men.’”  

We can refuse to act against scripture or against conscience enlightened by 

scripture.  

Peter then builds on this and brings in the issue of submission to the authority of 

masters over slaves and he gives instructions on what to do if, as a slave, you are 

mistreated.  The same would apply to us in the employee/employer relationship; 

(1 Pet. 2:18-25) “Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not 

only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. For this is commendable, 

if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 

For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it 

patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is 

commendable before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also 

suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 

‘Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth’; who, when He 

was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, 

but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; Who Himself bore 

our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live 

for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. For you were like 

sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 

your souls.” 

Ok, this is sort of a tangent, but just to clear up something that I often hear from 

Charismatics regarding the meaning of the last part of vs. 24 (which Peter is 

quoting from Isa. 53); 

“Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having 

died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were 

healed.” 

The part I’m talking about is “by whose stripes you were healed”.   

Maybe this hasn’t come up in conversations you’ve had, but this verse is 

consistently used by some to show that at the Cross Jesus provided for physical 

healing for all who will claim that verse. 
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All you have to do is look at the context in Isa. 53 to see what kind of “healing” 

Isaiah is referring to: 

(Isa. 53:5 AMP) “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 

crushed for our wickedness; the punishment required for our peace (with 

God) fell upon Him, and by His stripes, we are healed.” 

The ‘healing’ of Isa. 53:5 is the forgiveness of sins; the healing or cleansing of the 

soul, not the body.   

Another verse in Isa. 53 that’s often used to show that since this verse is in the 

context of the Cross it must also mean we can receive physical healing if we have 

enough faith; 

 (Isa. 53:4) “Surely, He took on our infirmities and carried our sorrows . . .” 

But Matthew shows us exactly what that verse in Isa. 53 is referring to; 

(Matt. 8:16-17) “When evening came, they brought to Him many who were 

under the power of demons; and He cast out the evil spirits with a word, and 

restored to health all who were sick so that He fulfilled what was spoken by 

the prophet Isaiah: ‘He Himself took our infirmities and carried away our 

diseases.’” 

It wasn’t at the Cross that Isa. 53:4 was fulfilled, it was during the ministry of Christ 

confirming His identity as the Messiah. 

There’s one final advantage to obedience that we don’t want to overlook.  This is 

from Watchman Nee; he’s commenting on Psalm 25:14, which says, 

“The friendship of Jehovah is with them that fear him; and he will make 

known his covenant to them.” 

Here’s what Nee wrote, 

“What kind of person may receive God’s direction? Those who fear God.  

Because the secret of Jehovah is with them that fear him, that he may make 

known his covenant to them. What is the meaning of “fear God”? To fear 

Him is to exalt Him. Those who seek God’s will with singleness of heart, and 

obey Him, are those who fear Him. To such as these will He tell His secrets 

and show His covenant.” 



13 
 

Other translations have;  

 “The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear Him” (ESV) 

 “The Lord confides in those who fear him” (NIV) 

 “The secret counsel of the Lord is (given to) those who fear him’ (CSB) 

“The secret [of the sweet, satisfying companionship] of the Lord have they 

who fear (revere and worship) Him, and He will show them His covenant and 

reveal to them its [deep, inner] meaning” (AMP) 

One of the reasons believers don’t seem to care about God’s ultimate purpose for 

the Church, or why they don’t focus on “things above” instead of the things of this 

world, is because they don’t study the scriptures primarily to learn God’s will so 

they can do it; they study to gain knowledge and only obey what they agree with 

or what they feel has practical value for them. 

In other words, they don’t “fear God” in the Biblical sense of that phrase – they 

don’t reverence Him above all else.  Their actions are not saying, “Hallowed be thy 

Name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done . . . “ 

This next quote is a description of what the “fear of the Lord” refers to in relation 

to His own children; 

“This person is the one who recognizes Who God is and shows Him the 

reverence He is rightly due. This fear includes acknowledging God's authority 

over his life and is manifest by living his life in view of the fact that he is 

accountable to Him. Such recognition of God results in submissive 

obedience to Him and His Word. The fear referred to here is not fear of 

God's punishments but it is filial fear, the fear which an affectionate child 

has of grieving its father. . .  it is not a fear that dreads God, but one that is in 

awe of Him.” 

And from William Barclay; 

“When we really love a person, we are not afraid of what He may do to us; 

we are afraid of what we may do to Him!” 

I’m going to close with some implications of what the Cross means in the life of a 

Christian. 
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If we are going to be disciples of Christ, we will have our own cross in some form, 

as Peter reminded us in vs. 21 and our Lord promised us in passages like Lk. 9:23. 

Here’s the passage in Peter;  

 “For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving 

 us an example, that you should follow in His steps.” 

And in Lk. 9; 

“If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his 

cross daily and follow Me.” 

There was a time in Church history when the meaning of embracing the cross was 

clearly understood.  Its not taught or sung about as often now, but I’m sure you 

remember these lyrics from a hymn written in 1873; 

 “I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 

Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

  And exchange it some day for a crown.” 

There’s a lot of non-contemporary theology packed into that.  We hold on to the 

cross so that eventually we can exchange it for a crown. 

(2 Tim. 2:12) “If we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with him.” 

I don’t know what your cross looks like, they’re unique for all of us, but since we’ve 

talked a lot in the past about the spiritual value of suffering, I’m going to close by 

touching on another aspect of the implications of the cross that’s not talked about 

very often, but is becoming increasing real around the world and will become even 

more real as we get closer to the Lord’s return. 

I’ll use Sparks to help with this.  He’s commenting on Luke 12:49-51, which says, 

“I have come to set the world on fire, and I wish it were already burning! Do 

you think I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I have come to divide 

people against each other!” 

Here’s what Sparks wrote about this; 

“If you and I are going to be men and women of the Spirit, we are not going 

to have an easy time. The enemy will see to that. The more the Holy Spirit is 
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able to have His way in us and to lead us into all the will of God, the more we 

find this opposition, this antagonism. And it not only comes between us and 

the world, it sometimes comes in the circle of the Lord's own people. It is 

inevitable provocation. You wonder why, sometimes. As you read the New 

Testament you wonder, ‘What is the matter with these people? Why should 

they be so upset and so annoyed? And why should it be so persistent and so 

unreasonable? But there it is. There is the fact. It is inevitable. 

“You see, this thing that the Lord came to do and is doing, will not allow for 

any neutrality. It is going to be one thing or the other. It is going to be for or 

against. The eyes of flame will not allow lukewarmness or anything that is of 

the Laodicean character. If everything is all just nice and quiet, no 

disturbance, no trouble and no antagonism and opposition, you have reason 

to question whether the Holy Spirit is doing much, because when He moves 

it is a very costly thing. It is either with the Lord, or not with the Lord, and 

there is nothing between. It is going to come out sooner or later and be 

precipitated. Now, the Lord says that is what He came to do. This is not an 

accident or that things have gone wrong or miscarried. This is exactly what 

He says He came to do – to scatter fire on the earth and these are the 

inevitable effects of fire.” 

I could say that this has been the story of my life since I was saved, but the reality 

is that most of what I’ve experienced is self-induced.  But regardless of what any of 

us go through in terms of being ostracized, if we are seeking to hold true to the 

Lord, it will not always be because we are at fault. 

This life on earth of living in a place of conflict and misunderstanding is simply the 

part we’re called to play in the reality of the spiritual warfare that fills the 

atmosphere. 

It was the life of Christ while He was here; it was the life of the apostles and it will 

be ours depending on how close we follow their example. 

 


