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8,4,22 1 Pet. 1:1-9, Faith Refined as Gold in the Fire 

We’re beginning a new epistle tonight; it will be the first in a series of three letters. 

1st & 2nd Peter & Jude contain crucial information about the time we are living in 

now – not only the prophetic implications, but also how to spiritually survive the 

final generation of the Church age. 

Peter’s audience is comprised of people who were confused and discouraged by 

the persecution they were experiencing.  As author J.D. Kelly puts it; 

“The end is at hand, which will bring destruction to their enemies and, if 

they stand firm, everlasting glory to themselves.” 

So, Peter is trying to tell them that instead of being discouraged by their suffering, 

they should view what they are going through as God’s gracious means of bringing 

them to spiritual maturity. 

Christ is to be their focus and example, Who for the joy set before Him, endured 

the Cross and conquered the forces of darkness; and our fellowship in His 

sufferings will result in our sharing His glory.  So, they (and we) should see our 

current suffering as both a challenge to faithfulness, but also a reason for rejoicing. 

Since rejoicing under pressure is not normally what we do, and the writers of the 

Bible were aware of that, there is almost an exaggerated emphasis in the letters of 

Paul and Peter on the rationale for ‘counting it joy’ when trials overwhelm us. 

James says, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials” (Jas. 

1:2); Paul reminds us that “if we suffer with Him, we will reign with Him” (2 Tim. 

2:12) and in 1 Pet. 1:6-7 Peter tells us; 

“. . . now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various 

trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than 

gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, 

and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

James ties suffering into our conformity to the character and image of Christ; Paul 

offers us a throne, and Peter ties trials into our receiving ‘praise, honor and glory 

at the Parousia of Jesus Christ’. 

All of these things are not simply included in the letters of the New Testament, 

they are emphasized in them, because of all that we learn from the scriptures, 

suffering is the hardest to receive from God’s hand and walk away rejoicing.  So, 
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the authors of the Bible included solid reasons why our trials are necessary and 

what they lead to in those who trust Him in the midst of those trials. 

In 1 Pet. 4:12-14, Peter adds this; 

“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 

you, as though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the 

extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is 

revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.” 

The New Testament writers do all they can to drive this reality home, because they 

know that when trials come, our natural response will not be to rejoice or give 

thanks, but to become discouraged and possibly even bitter. 

(Heb. 12:6-15) ““My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be 

discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; For whom the Lord loves He 

chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives. . . no chastening seems 

to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the 

peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.  

Therefore, strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, 

and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be 

dislocated, but rather be healed. . . lest any root of bitterness springing up 

cause trouble, and by this those around you become defiled.” 

Listen to this author’s explanation this part of Hebrews; 

“The Lord may get you off activities and shut you up to inactivity, and you go 

through an awful time and say the Lord has forsaken you, all has gone 

wrong. What really is it?  It is growing pains! In the long run it was not 

wrong, it was right. The Lord has been misunderstood, but He was working 

on your behalf, not against you; exercising us unto efficiency. These, the 

growing pains, are terrible.  It’s difficult to help anyone who is suffering from 

growing pains, and you must stand aside and let them pass through. 

So, through numerous and various directions this growth takes place by the 

painful exercise produced by the way the Lord is dealing with you. 

Chastening is a poor English word. It is child-training or discipline. Take the 

word disciple; one who comes into association with someone in order to 

learn, and the Disciples were chosen that they might be with Him in order to 

learn. That is discipline, learning. We do learn through suffering. Even the 

Lord Jesus was made ‘full grown’ in this sense, complete, through suffering. 
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We take the same way unto full growth. It is child training, discipline, 

learning by way of experience. That is chastening. Making full grown spiritual 

adults out of infants. I feel that we need to have more faith in the dealings of 

God with us along this line.” 

And like I said earlier, all of this is even more important to understand in our 

generation because the suffering of God’s people is no longer limited to isolated 

areas of the middle-east as it was when Peter wrote his letter; now it’s global and 

intensifying.    

Let’s begin with the first two verses; 

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for 

obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and 

peace be multiplied.” 

By this time Israel had been destroyed and the Jews, including Christian Jews, had 

been scattered throughout Asia minor.  We should never minimize the trauma it 

must have been to have Titus march his troops into Jerusalem, destroy the city, kill 

over a million Jews and scatter the rest. 

To be conquered like this and then completely uprooted would have been 

incredibly traumatic.  And as we’ll see in the way Peter words his letter, he’s very 

aware of the fact that like all of us in circumstances like these, we begin to 

question God and maybe even our salvation. 

If we’re still here when the United States is conquered, and if we are persecuted by 

foreign armies like they were, we’re going to need solid assurances and 

encouragements to make it through. 

So, Peter starts with the assurance of our election in vs. 2.  Since this election or 

choosing of us for salvation is based on God’s foreknowledge, it is certain, and we 

need to hold on to that when we feel our assurance wavering.   

God knew trillions of years ago who would believe if offered the gospel, and who 

would not.  He can see the end from the beginning.  Based on that knowledge, He 

chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world (which is Paul’s wording in 

Eph. 1:4).   
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The phrase, “in sanctification of the Spirit” means “set apart by the Holy Spirit”.  He 

is the one Who brings us to the obedience of faith and establishes us under the 

safety of the blood of Christ.  Jews who read this would have immediately seen the 

connection between this and the Exodus generation.  As Ironside explains it; 

“Through the Spirit’s sanctification-that is, His separating work, men are 

awakened and brought to see their need of Christ. When in the obedience 

of faith, they appropriate the privilege of finding shelter beneath the 

sprinkled blood of Jesus, like the people of Israel on the Passover night in 

Egypt, who were safe within the houses, protected by the blood of the lamb 

sprinkled on the door-posts and lintels, they are forever safe from the 

judgment which their sins deserve. God said, of old, ‘When I see the blood, I 

will pass over you’ (Exodus 12:13). So today, all who are sheltered by the 

blood of sprinkling may be assured that they stand where the wrath of God 

will never reach them.” 

I know that a lot of people who were brought up in a legalistic church or a church 

who believed Christians can lose their salvation have struggled with the assurance 

of salvation, especially when suffering comes and they see this as evidence of 

God’s displeasure, or when, as they grow, they see more of how sinful they are and 

can’t imagine God’s grace covering that. 

1 Pet. 1 is only one of countless passages in the Bible that gives us an assurance of 

our complete forgiveness and security in Christ. 

I have been somewhat surprised lately at how many pastors and authors have 

moved into the “Christians can lose their salvation” camp. So, just in case this has 

been an issue for you, there are a couple things I want us to think about. 

Let’s start with something I don’t know if you’ve thought about before.  Of all the 

people who have come to Christ over the last 2000 years, how many of them lost 

their salvation in the end; maybe due to some major sin or apostasy?  The Bible 

actually gives us the number in John 6; 

(John 6:44 & 37-39) “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 

Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day . . . All that the Father 

gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will under no 

circumstances cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My 

own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  This is the will of the Father who 

sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it 

up at the last day.” 
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The number is zero. 

None of those the Father has given to the Son will be lost.  Or as Paul puts it in 

Rom. 8:39; “Nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” 

That is what unconditional means – no conditions; there are no strings attached to 

the free gift of salvation.  Grace, by definition, is ‘unmerited’, or ‘undeserved’ 

favor.  And we are saved by grace. 

Another question revolves around the issue of tares among the wheat.  We all 

know that these aren’t Christians losing their salvation, but non-Christians thinking 

they are Christians when they aren’t. 

But there’s something very revealing about this group that can help us address 

questions about how a person can know whether they are saved, so they aren’t 

deceived in some way. 

Listen to Matt. 7:21-23; 

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to 

Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 

demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I 

will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness!’” 

Not that the Lord will ever ask us, but if hypothetically He did ask whether we 

believed we were saved and why we believe that, what would our answer be?  

What would we point to as our assurance of salvation? 

What did the crowd in Matt. 7 point to?  Their works.  Is that what you’d point to; 

or would you simply point to Christ?  He’s the reason I’m saved, not me; not 

anything about me. 

I remember hearing an interview with John MacArthur in which he was asked 

about his own assurance of salvation.  He said he was 99% sure he was saved.  

When the interviewer asked about the other 1%, MacArthur said that he couldn’t 

be 100% sure he wouldn’t fall away at some point before he died. 

What does that tell us about what MacArthur was pointing to for assurance of 

salvation?   
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He apparently believes that since he hasn’t fallen away yet, he’s saved – so far.  But 

if he falls away, it would just prove that he was never saved to begin with. 

So, he’s saying that assurance of salvation is by faith plus endurance.  He wouldn’t 

say we are saved by endurance, only that we can can’t have assurance of our 

salvation until we get to heaven and see how things went. 

How would you like to live never knowing for sure whether you’re saved or not?   

I remember reading an article by Dr. Earl D. Radmacher, who was the president of 

Western Seminary in Portland in the 60’s and 70’s.  He had reviewed MacArthur’s 

book, “The Gospel According to Jesus” and determined that MacArthur’s 

interpretation of the gospel and Paul’s understanding of the gospel were not the 

same. 

Radmacher’s comments on this passage in Gal. 1, sums up his position.  First, 

here’s the verses; 

(Gal. 1:7-9) “There are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel 

of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 

to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have 

said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you 

than what you have received, let him be accursed.” 

Radmacher used this passage in his writing and said that the gospel of Paul and the 

gospel of MacArthur cannot both be the true gospel. 

So, whether or not you’re 99% sure like MacArthur, any percentage that exists 

other than 100% takes away from the finished work of Christ and places some part 

of our salvation on our shoulders.  You are either trying to do something to gain 

God’s acceptance or, like MacArthur, you are trying to avoid doing something that 

would indicate you never had it.  Either way, works are brought in and grace is 

minimized. 

(Rom. 11:6) “And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise, grace 

is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise, work 

is no longer work.” 

You can’t have it both ways; and you can’t mix them.  

    __________________ 
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The reason we’ve spent time on this is because, like Peter emphasizes in 1 Pet. 1, 

the last thing those who are suffering need is to allow the enemy to persuade 

them that they have been forsaken by God; to shake their assurance of salvation. 

So, Peter adds to this assurance in vs. 3; 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 

His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 

We are born again by the resurrection of Christ – in other words, when Jesus was 

raised and ascended, all who believe in Him are joined to Him as members of His 

body.  And since Jesus is the “Second Man”, the beginning of a new creation, we 

are born into, given the nature of, that creation. 

(1 Cor. 15:44-49) “There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And 

so, it is written, ‘The first man Adam became a living being.’ The last Adam 

became a life-giving spirit. However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, 

and afterward the spiritual. The first man was of the earth, made of dust; 

the second Man is the Lord from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are 

those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those 

who are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we 

shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.” 

(2 Cor. 5:17) “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 

has passed away.” 

Then Peter moves into showing that God has a purpose for us beyond initial 

salvation. 

We are saved unto certain things.  All of the New Testament epistles deal at some 

point with the growth of the believer as related to the value of our lives here in 

time.  Paul’s statement in Eph. 2, where he also ties initial salvation with post-

salvation purpose, might be the best summary of this principle; 

(Eph. 2:4-9) “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 

which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up 

together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in 

His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace, you have been saved 
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through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 

lest anyone should boast.” 

That’s Paul version of what the Lord has done for us in establishing each of us in an 

absolutely, unshakable position of safety and security in Christ. 

Then Paul adds this in vs 10;  

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

We are saved, but we are saved unto something – we have a purpose on earth, 

and if we pursue God’s will for us, that pursuit will reap rewards in heaven. 

Peter does the same thing in his letter. 

As we saw in 1 Pet. 1:1-3, he first establishes us in the safety of our forgiveness, 

then he goes on to say that each of us has an inheritance secured in Heaven for us. 

(1 Pet. 1:4-5) “. . . to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 

does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power 

of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” 

So, again, as with Paul, there is an initial salvation or justification that is unshakable 

and secured by God’s grace alone.  There is also an inheritance waiting for us in 

heaven.   

The easiest way to see the connection between initial salvation and the full 

salvation that won’t be revealed until Christ comes, is to remember how 

inheritance was connected to the Jews coming out of Egypt.  Listen to Ironside’s 

explanation; 

“We are not seen here as already in the enjoyment of our inheritance, but 

we are journeying on toward it. It is reserved in heaven for us. Jehovah’s 

inheritance for His people in Canaan was also reserved for them.  But most 

of those in the Exodus refused to go into Canaan and thereby forfeited the 

inheritance God had prepared for them.” 

The inheritance was there; it was promised and God had prepared it – but 

possessing it was dependent on Israel going into the land. 

If you ever wondered what the “good works” are that Paul is talking about or what 

the inheritance of Canaan represents for us, the best way to nail this down is to 

look how the author of Hebrews describes this; 
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(Heb. 6:1, 11-12 & 6) “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary 

principles of Christ, let us go on to maturity . . . And we desire that each one 

of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, 

that you do not become lazy, but imitate those who through faith and 

patience inherit the promises . . . Since therefore it remains that some must 

enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of 

disobedience.” 

“Inheriting the promises” involves moving from being a child toward being a 

mature believer – through endurance and a growing knowledge of Christ. 

We’ve talked quite a bit about the issue of inheritance and rewards in our study of 

the seven churches in Rev. chapters 2 & 3; I just wanted to touch on it here in the 

context of Peter’s letter. 

So, I’m going to close this part of our study by reading from a couple of authors 

who have identified the practical reality of spiritual growth in ways that meet us 

where we live.  As important as written theology is, we sometimes need something 

visual to bring it into our own lives and understanding.   

I’m drawing from research I did trying to better understand the verse in Eph. 2   

that tells us we are “God’s workmanship”.  The reason that’s important is because 

we know that if this were up to us, we’d fail at every point, but if we are His 

workmanship, there’s light at the end of the tunnel. 

Here’s the first quote, and it’s tied to the principle of the Potter and the clay in Isa. 

64:8; 

“We are in the Lord’s hands, and being in His hands we are in the hands of a 

Potter Who knows what He is after... first of all, the vessel is in the potter, 

and then eventually the potter is in the vessel. What we mean is this, that 

before ever the potter starts, the vessel is in his mind, in his heart very 

clearly. Then he gets to work upon it and when he is finished, he is in the 

vessel he has wrought. What was in Him has come out in it. We say of 

people’s work: ‘I can see who made that, it is just like them. That is just like 

so-and-so to make a thing like that.’ He is in His work, He is in the vessel that 

He makes, and that is just what He is doing. Sometimes that clay has to be 

pressed down to a shapeless mass and broken. It is not showing all that He 

intended it to show, there are defects and flaws, and so He crushes it down 

to shapelessness. A mass without shape. But His purpose is to start again to 

get something more perfect than has been before, in which He Himself is.  
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We pray He will give us grace to endure whatever the trial may be, along 

whatever line of metaphor, the wind, the blaze, supreme heat, or pressure 

of His hand, all of which is to get us into a place where we cannot be moved, 

where hell cannot shake us, where His power is made manifest as 

triumphant over all the power of the enemy.” 

And this is the second one I wanted to share, from slightly a different perspective; 

“You are going into the furnace if you are going to be of intrinsic spiritual 

value, if it is going to be the Lord. What the Lord is after in men and women 

individually and collectively is people who are the impact and registration of 

Himself in a spiritual way, that it can be said, ‘In touching them, I have met 

the Lord’.  God does not want instruments. An instrument, a tool, is 

something you take up and it has to respond mechanically to you. God 

wants living beings filled with Himself; to touch them is to touch the Lord 

Himself. That explains the way of the Lord with us in our own experience, 

what He is after.  It may be that He has put His hand on you for something 

unique, and because of that you go through it as other people do not. Fire 

for you means something far more than for many others. It may be that the 

Lord intends for you to serve the Lord in some deeper way than the average, 

than the general, and the fire will see to it that will be no room left for 

conceit and pride.” 

Ok, I hope that’s helpful – God will get us to where we need to be; we just have to 

let Him take us through whatever way, whatever path, He knows will work best for 

us. 

Now, we can move into the last section of 1 Pet.1 that we’re going to look at 

tonight, and the things I just read should help immensely in understanding what 

Peter writes next, 

(1 Pet. 1:6-9) “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of 

your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is 

tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see 

Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 

receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.” 
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As we’ve seen before, unfortunately, there is no other way to fulfill God’s purpose 

for our lives that to pass through whatever He deems is necessary to purify our 

faith because our faith is more precious than gold.  

I’ve always found it fascinating that Peter connects the pain of trials and our 

inability to see the Lord, with an increase in our love for Him. 

The trials are bad enough, but when you add the Lord’s seeming inaccessibility, 

how can that bring us into a deeper love that what would happen if we could 

occasionally sit down with Him and discuss these things face-to-face? 

The key to this, as with everything in this life, is in the way Peter words verse 9.  

Listen to it again; 

“Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy 

inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith—the salvation 

of your souls.” 

If we don’t believe - if we can’t find a way to trust Him in our suffering, it’s unlikely 

we will “rejoice”.   

It’s something many of us face daily.  As Ironside challenges us; 

“Even the strong, philosophic worldling can endure suffering without 

complaining, but it is only the regenerated one who can glory in tribulation. 

He is the only one who knows that just as gold is purified by the fire that 

consumes the dross, so God uses trial and suffering to separate the believer 

from those things that hinder our growth in the spiritual life.” 

Jesus talks about the suffering of His disciples in Matthew 5 also, and He adds this 

in vs. 12; “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven.” 

The only way we can rejoice in suffering is if we believe that ‘great is our reward’ 

and if we realize how incredible that reward will be.  Otherwise, the best we can 

do is endure suffering and beg for it to end. 

The early disciples rejoiced in trials because they saw, by faith, what those trials 

would result in. 

You can see why faith is so important to the Lord.  It’s the bottom-line 

characteristic of every follower of God, Old or New Testament, because faith and 

faith alone makes everything else possible. 
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We won’t do it now, but read through Hebrews chapter 11 if you think I’m 

exaggerating the value of the character trait of faith over all others.  Heb. 11:27 

even tells us that faith allows us to “see Him Who is invisible”. 

Faith, trusting Him, is more precious to God than anything we can do.  Faith is the 

ultimate expression of respect, confidence and love for the Person you 

unconditionally trust. 

And how do we get this faith? 

(Rom. 10:17) “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” 

We have to understand what this verse is really saying, because it doesn’t say that 

faith comes by the word of Christ; but by hearing, and it’s hearing that is awakened 

by the scriptures, but only if those scriptures are brought to us by the Spirit. 

Here’s what I mean.  This is a very familiar passage, but try to look at it through 

fresh eyes.  

(John 5:39-40) “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have 

eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. But you are not willing to 

come to Me that you may have life.” 

The Pharisees were sticklers about correct doctrine, but they were spiritually dead.  

The scriptures are meant to bring us to Christ.  They aren’t the end in themselves; 

they are the means to the end. 

In 1 Cor. 2:11-14 Paul wrote this; 

“No one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have 

received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 

might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.  These 

things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which 

the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the 

natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned.” 

Sound doctrine alone does not bring edification or spiritual life.  If it did, there 

wouldn’t be so many pastors with PhD’s in theology who are spiritually ineffective.  

They can fill your head with knowledge, but your spirit is still starving. 
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As Jesus told Nicodemus, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit.”   

We are essentially spirit beings.  The world and most of the Church operates in the 

soul, not the spirit.  The world can’t live there and most Christians won’t live there; 

which is why most churches are either intellectual or emotional rather than 

spiritual. 

The only ministry that transforms the soul and brings life to us is a ministry of Spirit 

to spirit. 

As Jesus said in John 6:63, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. 

The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.” It’s not the words 

anyone speaks to us, only those which Christ speaks to us.  The work of the Holy 

Spirit is to take that which is Christ’s and bring Him to us in the ministry of the 

word. 

And as we’ve seen numerous times in Heb. 5:14, a Spirit-given ministry of the word 

of God exercises our spiritual senses to be able to discern what has value. 

Here’s the verse, “. . . those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to 

discern both good and evil.” 

The Greek word, “kakos” (pronounced kah kos’) is translated “evil” in the King 

James, but in this context, it should be translated “intrinsically worthless or 

without value”. 

Those who have their spiritual senses exercised can spiritually sense whether the 

ministry they are under does or does not have spiritual value. 

This is why younger believers whose hearts are open to the Lord can sometimes 

sense something wrong in the pulpit ministry of a church without being able to 

identify anything technically incorrect about the doctrine. 

And if we remain under a soul-based ministry, which most of contemporary 

Christianity is, we will eventually be conformed to a soul-based image of Christ.  

Our Christianity will be centered in the mind, emotion and will – not in the spirit. 

This is why faith comes by ‘hearing’, spiritual hearing, and not by doctrine alone. 

Ok, we’ll stop there tonight and pick up with vs. 10 next week. 

 

 


