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9,1,22 1 Pet. chapter 3, Having the Mind of Christ 

We’re moving into a new chapter tonight and Peter begins with an application of 

what he had been saying in chapters 1 & 2 – that the practical outworking of the 

new creation nature within the hearts of God’s children is meant to express itself 

in the marriage relationship, just as it does in every other area of life. 

(1 Pet. 3:1-6) “Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that 

even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by 

the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste conduct 

accompanied by fear. Do not let your adornment be merely outward—

arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel— rather let it be 

the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and 

quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. For in this manner, in 

former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves, 

being submissive to their own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling 

him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with 

any terror.” 

Some of the commentators I read who emphasize history and culture in their 

books added something that I thought was very insightful.  This is from Kenneth 

Wuest;  

“Peter was addressing a prominent group of believers in the early church, 

namely, Christian wives who had unsaved husbands.  The wife had been 

saved in the preaching of the gospel, but the husband remained an 

unbeliever.  The phrase, ‘who do not obey the word’ is the translation of a 

word which speaks of a state of unbelieving disobedience.  The word means 

literally ‘not to allow one’s self to be persuaded.’  These husbands were of 

that obstinate, non-persuasible type that will not listen to reason.  So, these 

wives were seeking to win their husbands to Christ, but they were going 

about it the wrong way.  It wasn’t to be their words, but their behavior, that 

was most likely to have the desired outcome.” 

This would have a secondary application to marriages where both are saved, but 

the husband is carnal, dominated by the flesh. 

Also, I noticed that there’s a word in vs. 2, talking about the husbands, that is 

translated “observe”.  But it’s actually more intense than that – it should be 

translated “view attentively”.  The implication is something we probably need a 

reminder of occasionally; that the unsaved watch Christians “attentively”.  And in 1 
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Peter, the idea is that the husband will be watching his wife “attentively” (often 

secretly) to see whether her life has truly changed. 

Here's Ironside’s take on this; 

“If she takes a superior attitude toward her unsaved husband, she will only 

stir up his opposition to the truth and render conditions increasingly 

difficult. She is admonished here to be in subjection to her own husband, 

manifesting such grace and humility of spirit that even though he resents 

the Word he may be won by her discreet behavior as he observes intently 

the beauty of her Christian character. We say that, ‘Actions speak louder 

than words,’ and this is in accord with the teaching of Scripture.” 

So, in the context of 1 Peter, the exhortation to wives is to help them understand 

that winning their husbands to the place of obedience to Christ is more likely to 

happen if they are convicted by their wife’s patient endurance and quiet, 

submissive respect. 

This, of course, is similar to Pauls’ teaching in Eph. 5.  But where Peter has a more 

specific circumstance in mind, Paul simply says this in vs’s 22-24; 

“Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is 

head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of 

the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives 

be to their own husbands in everything.” 

In the last part of vs. 6, there’s a phrase that seemed to be a little unclear to many 

of the commentators I read.  It’s this; “. . . if you do good and are not afraid with 

any terror.” 

The most consistent opinion is seen in this comment by Henry Alford; 

“As long as the believing wives are doing good, they need not be afraid with 

any sudden terror of the account which their unbelieving husbands may 

exact from them.” 

When I read that, I sort of understood what he meant, but I looked at several 

different translations, and surprisingly, the New Living Bible helped the most with 

this; 

“Sarah obeyed her husband, Abraham, and called him her master. You are 

her daughters when you do what is right without fear of what your 

husbands might do.” 
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There’s another angle on this that comes from a website commentary I found; 

“If a Christian wife was suffering for her faith because of her conduct, she 

could gain great confidence by doing what Peter counseled and what Sarah 

practiced. She could understand that any suffering that came her way was 

not a result of her sinful behavior but in spite of her godly behavior.  The 

sense is that these Christian women are to let nothing frighten them from 

their course.” 

Ok, we’ll move on to husbands. 

(1 Pet. 3:7) “Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving 

honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the 

grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.” 

The word translated “understanding” or “knowledge” refers to “an intelligent 

recognition of the marriage relationship”.  In other words, for the husband who is 

being what he’s supposed to be as the spiritual head and provider of his family, 

ignorance is no excuse.  He either does what he is supposed to do, or he can kiss 

his prayer life goodbye.   

Another way in which “knowledge” can apply in this case is shown in these 

comments by Walvoord;  

“Know your wife.  Study her, get to know what makes her tick, figure out 

how her mind works, and learn what her gifts are, her desires, her talents, 

her hopes and dreams.” 

Besides a general understanding of the marriage relationship, one of the reasons I 

think this second application is also what Peter had in mind, is that the Greek word 

“gnosis” is used.  This word means “To learn by experience, to take in knowledge 

of someone, and speaks of a special relationship between the person who knows 

and the object of the knowledge.”  So, Peter is talking about practical as well as 

relational knowledge, not just theological knowledge. 

The word “weaker” in this verse is “asthenes” (os then ace) Sthenos is strength, or 

bodily vigor, so when you put an “a” before it, it means weak or without these 

things. 

Here are some examples where this word is used in other places: 

 (Matt. 25:39) “When did we see you weak or in prison, and visited you?” 
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(Matt. 26:41) “Watch and pray, that you enter not into temptation: the spirit 

indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

(Rom. 5:6) “For when we were yet without strength in due time Christ died 

for the ungodly.” 

Since we know that women can be stronger spiritually, morally and sometimes 

physically, the best translation I found of this word in the context of 1 Pet.3 is 

“delicate”.   

Husbands are to see their wives as precious and treat them with honor, 

recognizing the needs she has that he could meet, some of which will involve 

physical strength (i.e., lifting something, moving something, opening a jar, etc. 

whatever is needed). 

Now, there are a few things I want to share from the study on marriage we did a 

few years ago in Colossians.   

This is directed at husbands and I’m starting with a principle in the Bible that is the 

foundation for everything else in this relationship.  Without this, nothing else will 

work. 

Your marriage will never be truly happy until you see your wife as a superior 

human being which you don’t deserve and for which you are eternally grateful that 

God brought her to you.    

Let me show you why this is not only true, but why it’s so crucial; 

“I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an 

apostle” (1 Cor. 15:9) 

“I am not worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 

servants” (Lk. 15:19) 

“God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble” (Jas. 4:6) 

Here’s some comments that relate to this principle of headship from an article I 

read.  The author is commenting on a passage in John 3:30 which says, “He must 

increase, but I must decrease”.  

“What is spiritual growth? What is spiritual maturity? What is it to go on in 

the Lord? I fear we have got mixed ideas about this. Many think that spiritual 

maturity is a more comprehensive knowledge of Christian doctrine, a larger 

grasp of scriptural truth, a wider expanse of the knowledge of the things of 
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God; and many such features are recorded as marks of growth, 

development, and spiritual maturity. (But the primary) hallmark of true 

spiritual development and maturity is this: that we have grown so much less 

and the Lord Jesus has grown so much more. The mature soul is one who is 

small in his or her own eyes, but in whose eyes the Lord Jesus is great. That 

is growth. We may know a very great deal, have a wonderful grasp of 

doctrine, of teaching, of truth, of the Scriptures (and we should), and yet we 

may be spiritually very small, very immature, very childish. Real spiritual 

growth is just this: I decrease, He increases. It is the Lord Jesus becoming 

more. You can test spiritual growth by that.” 

It's not until we are broken that we can bring true strength and compassion into 

the relationship.  Husbands are meant to lead, protect, and guide; and if what we 

just studied becomes real for the husband, all that he’s supposed to do will be 

done with compassion, humility and tenderness instead of pride or harshness. 

(Eph. 5:25-26, from the Amplified Bible), “Husbands, love your wives [seek 

the highest good for her and surround her with a caring, unselfish love], just 

as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might 

sanctify the church, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 

word [of God].” 

The “washing of water with the word of God” emphasizes the responsibility of the 

husband to be the spiritual leader, making sure that his wife has all she needs in 

terms of instruction from the scriptures. 

And if we, as husbands, aren’t growing, we have nothing to offer our wives 

spiritually, so our own prayer and study need to be faithful and diligent. 

Also, there’s the need for communication.  Wives need to be able to unload on 

their husbands; to cry, to complain, to share their wants and needs. 

I’ll close the section on wives and husbands with some comments from F.F. Bruce; 

“First, this involves doing what is best for the one loved, sacrificing self-

interests; behaving unselfishly. The Greek word translated “love” is agapao, 

which is the “all give” type of love, not phileo, the “give and take” type, nor 

eros, the “all take” type.   

The wife’s subordination to her husband has as its counterpart the 

husband’s obligation to love his wife.  This is not simply a matter of 

affectionate feeling or sexual attraction; it involves his active care for her 
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well-being. . .Paul tells us the husband is not to be harsh with his wife.  

Forbearance and forgiveness, together with compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness, and patience, forbid a Christian man to be harsh in his treatment 

of anyone, but especially of his own wife. 

The word “agapao” has little to do with emotion; it has much to do with self-

denial for the sake of another.  It is a self-giving love that gives without 

demanding or expecting a return. It is love so great that it can be given to 

the unlovable or unappealing. It is love that loves even when it is rejected. 

Agape love gives and loves because it wants to; it does not demand or 

expect repayment. It gives because it loves, it does not love in order to 

receive. 

Chivalry may be dead, but every husband must be a ‘knight in shining armor’ 

who treats his wife like a princess.  The husband should treat his wife like an 

expensive, beautiful, fragile vase, in which is a precious treasure. After they 

get married, many a husband forgets to be kind and gentlemanly and starts 

taking his wife for granted. He forgets that happiness in a home is made up 

of many little things, including the small courtesies of life. Big resentments 

often grow out of small hurts.  Giving honor to the wife does not mean 

giving in to the wife. A husband can disagree with his wife and still respect 

and honor her. As the spiritual leader in the home, the husband must 

sometimes make decisions that are not popular; but he can still act with 

courtesy and respect. To grant honor means that the husband respects his 

wife’s feelings, thinking, and desires. He may not agree with her ideas, but 

he respects them. Often God balances a marriage so that the husband needs 

what the wife has in her personality, and she likewise needs his good 

qualities. The husband must be the “thermostat” in the home, setting the 

emotional and spiritual temperature. The wife often is the “thermometer,” 

letting him know what that temperature is. Both are necessary. The husband 

who is sensitive to his wife’s feelings will not only make her happy, but will 

also grow himself and help his children live in a home that honors God.” 

     __________ 

 

Now, let’s move into our next section of 1 Pet. 3. 

(1 Pet. 3:8-13) “Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one 

another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning 
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evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that 

you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. For ‘he who would 

love life and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips 

from speaking deceit. Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek 

peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His 

ears are open to their prayers; but the face of the Lord is against those who 

do evil.’ And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is 

good?” 

The ideal of give and take in the marriage relationship should also characterize the 

relationships of believers in any local assembly – “all of you be of one mind, having 

compassion for one another. “ 

This part of Peter’s epistle focuses on the unity that comes from purpose and 

compassion.  These are tied together in all of the N.T. letters.   

If, and only if, the church understands why it exists will there be the kind of love 

expressed that will both sustain and move each individual further along in fulfilling 

God’s purpose.  It’s purpose or vision that unites, just as the lack of that vision 

causes division. 

Let’s start with a literal translation of Prov. 29:18; 

“Where there is no vision [no revelation of God’s purpose], the people are 

unrestrained (confused and moving according to personal desire). 

This is the history of the Church over the last 2000 years.  In the first century, the 

Corinthian church forgot that God’s purpose centers in Christ, not in any of His 

servants.  So, the Corinthian believers began what we now call denominations; “I 

am of Paul; I am of Peter”, etc.  Eventually this lack of vision and unity became “I 

am of Wesley; I am of Calvin”.   

If we bring this up to the 21st. century, we see the same kind of celebrity-based 

Christianity that began in the 1st century.  Now, it’s “I am of MacArthur, I am of Bill 

Johnson or Chuck Smith, I’m a Baptist, I’m a charismatic”.  This list has now 

become endless and even our church buildings and services are structurally 

designed to support and advance celebrity-style leadership.   

The congregation is composed of people who, for the most part, were attracted to 

a particular church because of the personality of the pastor or the worship team.  

They are lifted above the laity on a stage with spotlights focused on them.  They 
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are the active members of the body of Christ; most of the rest of the members are 

passive observers. 

Church leadership sometimes recognizes this danger and scrambles to come up 

with solutions – like churches who become popular for their “home groups” and 

“fellowship times” after the service.   

But they can’t solve the disunity and human celebrity problem by launching 

creative new ways of doing church. 

As long as churches are structured in a way that minimizes the involvement of the 

majority of the members, there will always be a functional difference between the 

laity and the leadership. 

The only thing that can bring true unity is nothing that’s done externally; it can only 

happen when, as Peter put it, “all of you (are) of one mind”.  And by that he meant 

having the “mind of Christ”. 

That can’t happen unless the eternal purpose of God in Christ is taught, 

understood and applied. 

One thing I’ve neglected until recently, and wish I hadn’t, is Church history.  

Studying this has been like reading the history of the Old Testament from Moses to 

Malachi; only Church history is reading from the apostles to Laodicea.  It’s amazing 

to see how the Lord has shaped the last 2000 years. 

Here’s how Sparks put it; 

“The Most High does not live in dwellings made by men. (Acts 7:48).  

Christianity has become a tremendous buildup of things which were not at 

the beginning. The Christianity which we know today is a very complicated 

thing. The hands of men have come upon the things of God, and men have 

tried to build this great thing according to their own judgment. And so, we 

have all the confusion, all the divisions, and all the complications. 

Christianity has become its own great hindrance.  You can go about this 

country, you will go about this city, and you will see these great religious 

buildings with a cross at the top. And when people enter those buildings, 

they look very reverent. And they think that this is a sacred building. If you 

interfere with anything there, it is called sacrilege. To God that is all 

nonsense. It does not mean anything at all. The only thing that matters to 

God is not the wonderful building and all the wonderful things inside the 
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building, and not even the cross on the top. The one thing that matters to 

God is whether He is there. Is God Himself present in this place? 

But what about ourselves, we hear Christians who come into a meeting like 

this speaking about coming into the house of God.  And when they pray, 

they say, ‘We are very glad to be in the house of God this morning; it is a 

good thing to be in the Lord's house.’ What makes any place the house of 

God? What makes this place sacred? If it is sacred at all, what makes it 

sacred? It is not the building; this is not a sacred building. It is not a 

congregation gathered here. The only thing that makes it sacred is that the 

Lord is present. The Lord is not interested in our places; He is only 

concerned that He may find a place for Himself where He may be present. I 

wonder where the tabernacle in the wilderness is now? I expect it is buried 

somewhere deep under the earth. I wonder where the great temple of 

Solomon is now? I think you would be wasting your time to try and find it. 

God buried those things. Everything that is not of Christ is going to be 

dissolved. Make no mistake. This whole structure of Christianity is going to 

be tested according to Christ. Christianity is just going to be tested as to how 

far it was the work of the Holy Spirit of God according to Christ. 

What, in the thought of God does the Church exist for? There is only one 

answer. The existence and the function of the Church is to be an expression 

of Christ. There is nothing less and nothing more than that. Christ is the 

Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, and all between! Let that 

be the starting point; let that be the governing rule and reality in all matters 

of life and work, and you’ll see the nature and vocation of the Church. This 

vast, incomprehensible heavenly system, of which Christ is the personal 

embodiment, touches every detail of life, personally and collectively. But 

remember, only the Holy Spirit sees and knows how it is so; hence, as at the 

beginning, there has to be an utter submission to and direction by the 

Lordship of the Holy Spirit. What the bloodstream is to the human body, the 

Divine Life is to and in ‘the Church which is His body.’ What the nerve system 

is in the physical realm, the Holy Spirit is in the spiritual. Understand all the 

workings of those two systems in the natural, and you begin to see how God 

has written His great heavenly principles, first in the person of His Son, and 

then in His corporate Body. So, all talk about forming New Testament 

churches is nonsense. The beginning is in a seeing of Christ.” 
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And by “a seeing of Christ” Sparks is talking about a Spirit-given revelation of the 

eternal purpose of God in Christ.  When that happens, vision happens; and when 

vision happens, we begin to spontaneously help each other pursue that vision and 

purpose. 

As we saw in Proverbs and in a past study of Roman 8, God only has one purpose 

for the Church.  He does not have multiple purposes; the words “vision” and 

“purpose” in the Bible are singular.   

You can easily test this in your church or fellowship.  Ask people what that purpose 

is; what the vision is that’s meant to capture our hearts and unify us.  If you get a 

multitude of answers, it shouldn’t be surprising that corporate unity and an every-

member commitment to see that purpose realized is lacking.  Everyone is either 

headed in a different direction or they have no idea what the purpose of God is 

and are just along for the ride. 

So after 2000 years of spiritual decline and the redefinition of body life to fit the 

desires of the people, the only place you will find the Church functioning like it did 

in the first century is in countries where meeting in houses or underground is their 

only option. 

     ________________ 

Peter closes chapter three by showing some of the implications of involving 

ourselves in a pursuit of God’s purpose for the Church.  The deeper we advance 

into the will of God, the greater becomes the spiritual conflict we face. 

(1 Pet. 3:14-17) “But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you 

are blessed. ‘And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.’ But 

sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense 

to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with 

meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you 

as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 

For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing 

evil.” 

By the phrase “sanctify the Lord God in your hearts”, Peter doesn’t mean that we 

are to make God holy, but that we’re to acknowledge His holiness.  God is holy and 

set apart from all that is evil; all that’s sinful.   

In the Greek construction of this verse, the heart is (quote) “the seat of the deeper 

emotions, the place where reverence for God should have its home.” 
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So, rather than give in to our fear of humans, from the center of who we are, we 

are to focus on taking a stand for the holiness of God so we can remain 

emotionally rational enough to provide a calm and reasoned defense for the hope 

we have.  As J. Kelly say, “The courage that springs from a deep-seated reverence 

for Christ shows itself in a readiness to testify for Him when one is attacked.” 

After Peter tells us to be ready to give that testimony, he adds some important 

qualifiers; we’re to do this, 

 “. . . with humility and reverence; having a good conscience. . .” 

So, again, being calm and compassionate rather than agitated and argumentative 

is vital – so also is a good conscience.  If our lives demonstrate holiness instead of 

sinfulness, then “. . . when they defame (us) as evildoers, those who revile (our) 

good conduct in Christ (will) be ashamed.” 

This is a “do unto others as you would have them do unto you” principle.  One 

author simply stated it like this: “Christian meekness is more likely to commend the 

gospel to the suspicious-minded.” 

I came to Christ at 21 years old; and besides the circumstances in my life that the 

Lord used to move me into a ‘search for the truth’ mode, one of the things that 

won me over were a few people that befriended me even though I was definitely 

not a believer.  These non-judgmental friendships had a deep and lasting effect on 

me because of how genuine the people were. 

On the other side of that illustration, my parents were turned off to Christianity 

partly by a Christian salesman who ripped them off and partly by the obvious 

hypocrisy of televangelists like Kenneth Copeland, Kenneth Hagen, etc.   

It will be our lives and approach way more than our words that are “likely to 

commend the gospel to the suspicious-minded”. 

Nearly everyone in this country has heard the essential message of the gospel.  

They’ve all seen the billboards and John 3:16 bumper-stickers.   But most of them 

have never met Christ Himself.   In 2 Cor. 2:16 Paul wrote; “We are the fragrance 

of life unto life . . . “ 

So, how exactly does that happen? 

(2 Cor. 4:11) “We who live are always being given over to death for Jesus’ 

sake, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested through our mortal flesh.” 
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When what we are by nature is put to death and who we are in Christ comes to 

the surface, we become the fragrance of life.  So, it’s definitely possible for a 

‘suspicious-minded’ or skeptical unbeliever to meet Christ in us if, and only if, it’s 

His life that’s being manifested through our mortal flesh. 

The section we just read also makes it clear that not everyone who receives the 

gospel message from us will respond positively, even if it’s done in the power of 

Christ’s life in us. 

We may suffer for doing good, as Peter puts it.  So, we should not be surprised if 

that happens; especially in our generation when antagonism to Christ and 

Christians is reaching an all-time high in the Western world. 

Listen to these headlines from various media sources: 

* “With the Buffalo massacre, white Christian nationalism strikes again” – 

The Washington Post 

* “The Religious Right's Hostility to Science Is Crippling Our Coronavirus 

Response” – The New York Times 

* “White Christian Nationalism ‘Is a Fundamental Threat to Democracy’” – 

New York Magazine 

* “‘The View’ co-host blames 'Christian nationalism' for mass shootings” – 

FoxNews.com 

* "It’s becoming increasingly clear that the United States is under siege by 

Christian fundamentalists and traditionalists," MSNBC. 

* "Christian Nationalism Is The ‘Single Biggest Threat’ to America’s Religious 

Freedom,” announces the Center for American Progress. 

Most of us aren’t involved in “Christian Nationalism”, but I’m sure we’ll be lumped 

in with them.  They’re getting ready to label all of us as “domestic terrorists”. 

Now, we’re going to wrap up, but in the last part of this chapter, Peter wrote some 

things that need some clarification. 

(1 Pet. 3:18-22) “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the 

unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but 

made alive by the Spirit, by whom also He went and preached to the spirits 

in prison, who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine 

longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, 
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in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. There is also 

an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the 

flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 

hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject 

to Him.” 

What does this mean? “He went and preached to the spirits in prison . . . “ 

One commentator said, “these words present the most difficult and controversial 

problem in Peter’s epistle.” 

Another author outlined it for us like this;   

“Here we are confronted with two interlocking problems concerned with 1) 

the identity of the imprisoned spirits, 2) the nature and content of the Lord’s 

proclamation.” 

We have to bring some other passages into this to help us make sense of what’s 

here.  

(2 Pet. 2:4) “For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them 

down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for 

judgment.” 

(Jude 6) “And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left 

their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for 

the judgment of the great day.” 

(Col. 2:14-15) “He took it away, nailing it to the cross! And having disarmed 

the principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them by the cross.” 

If we place all of these scriptures together and conclude that they are talking about 

the same “spirits” (angels are spirits), then this would mean that sometime 

between Christ’s death and resurrection He went into the underworld, the prison 

house of hell, and He proclaimed to the spirits bound there, that He had 

conquered them; that everything their master (Satan) did was insufficient to 

prevent their inevitable judgment.   

The Greek word translated “preached” or “proclaimed” is kerysso (kay-roos’-so) 

and it means “To publish, proclaim openly: something which has been 
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accomplished; always with the suggestion of formality and an authority which 

must be listened to.” 

It might make more sense if we paraphrased vs. 19 & 20 like this; 

“He went and preached to the spirits (now) in prison, who formerly were 

disobedient . . .  in the days of Noah.” 

At the crucifixion, Satan’s right to this planet ended.  Adam, who Paul calls “the 

first man” gave him that right, but at the cross, Satan and all the hosts of darkness 

who followed him, were “disarmed”, defeated.   

From the resurrection onward, Satan has no access to those in union with the 

Second Man (Christ), except what we allow him to have through sin, or what the 

Lord allows, as with Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” to instruct us and to glorify Himself. 

We have been raised with Christ and are now seated at the right hand of God far 

above all principalities and powers. 

Satan is still the god of the unbelieving world, but he is not the god of the Church. 

    __________________  

 

Then in the final two verses of chapter 3 Peter points out that that which saves us 

is not water baptism, but Spirit baptism which results in a conscience cleansed 

from the guilt of unforgiven sin; 

Satan doesn’t want us to believe, let alone enjoy, that forgiveness, but Paul 

doubles down on this in passages like Rom. 8:31-34; 

“If God is for us, who can be against us? . . . Who shall bring a charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? Christ who 

died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, 

who makes intercession for us.” 

I’ll close tonight with an application of this that will hopefully be an 

encouragement to us; 

“Satan establishes strongholds in the hearts of God’s people by 

planting falsehoods and misconceptions about God’s nature. For 

instance, the enemy may plant a lie in your mind that you’re 

unworthy of God’s grace. He may whisper to you repeatedly, ‘You’ll 

never be free of your besetting sin. You haven’t tried hard enough. 
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God has lost patience with you because of your constant ups and 

downs.’ But God’s mercy endures forever.  

The only weapon that scares the devil is the same one that scared him 

in the wilderness temptations of Jesus. That weapon is the truth of 

the living Word of God. According to Micah, we are to cling to this 

promise: ‘Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over 

the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? He does not retain 

his anger, because he delights in mercy. He will again have 

compassion on us, and will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our 

sins into the depths of the sea’ (Micah 7:18–19).” 

 


