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9,22,22 2 Pet. 1:1-4, Great and Precious Promises 

This will make more sense later, but there are significant similarities between 2 

Peter and Jude.  I don’t want to spend a lot of time on this, it will become evident 

as we go through these letters, but these comments by J.N.D. Kelly sum up what 

I’m talking about; 

“The close relationship between the two epistles is evident from their 

startling resemblances in subject-matter, vocabulary and phrasing, and even 

order of ideas.  It is brought out most convincingly by a comparison of 2 Pet. 

2:1-18 and Jude 4-16 where both are denouncing trouble-makers and 

bringing virtually indistinguishable charges against them.  The imagery they 

use to describe these people, and often the very words, are the same.” 

So, we can watch for that as we study these letters.  And it must be very important 

to the Lord, because through the Holy Spirit, He caused the message of the epistles 

to be repeated. 

Both letters bring us into a deeper understanding of the end time and Jude does 

this with extremely apocalyptic language.  Calvin didn’t even want these letters 

included in the Canon of scripture.  According to 6th century documents, other 

scholars like Calvin were, “put off by their denunciatory tone and preoccupation 

with eschatology”. 

Satan has always hated prophetic writings more than any other because they 

clearly predict his eternal judgment.  He has always tried to either remove or 

downplay eschatological scripture.  And as we’ve seen in our generation, he’s been 

extremely successful in removing prophetic instruction from the pulpits of nearly 

all the churches in the West. 

Let’s begin with the first verse; 

“Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have 

obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and 

Savior Jesus Christ.” 

You probably already know this, but the Greek word for Peter is “petros” which 

means a “stone”, but it’s a stone that is smaller than a “petra” which refers to a 

massive rock or foundation stone.   So, when Jesus said to Peter in Matt. 16:18, 

“You are petros and upon this petra I will build my church”.  He was saying that 

Peter was one of the living stones that would be grafted into the spiritual temple 

of Christ, but that Jesus Himself was the petra; the foundation stone. 



2 
 

If the Catholics had bothered to take even a cursory glance at the Greek words 

used by the Lord, they wouldn’t have developed the doctrine that the Church was 

built on Peter. 

Before I go on with this intro, I want to share a brief exchange that took place 

between Dr. Congdon and R.A. Torrey.   What Torrey tells Congdon is great advice 

for all of us. 

Dr. Congdon once approached R. A. Torrey, complaining he could get 

nothing out of his Bible study. 

“Please tell me how to study so that it will mean something to me.” 

“Read it,” replied Dr. Torrey. 

“I do read it.” 

“Read it some more.” 

“How?” 

“Take some epistle and read it twelve times a day for a month.” 

Torrey recommended Second Peter. 

Dr. Congdon later said, 

“My wife and I read 2 Peter three or four times in the morning, two or three 

times at noon, and two or three times at dinner. Soon I was talking 2 Peter 

to everyone I met. It seemed as though the stars in the heavens were 

singing the story of 2 Peter. I read 2 Peter on my knees, marking passages 

with crayons. Teardrops mingled with the crayon colors, and I said to my 

wife, “See how I have ruined this part of my Bible.” 

“Yes,” she said, “but as the pages have been getting black, your life has been 

getting white.” 

Ok, back to Peter.  He calls himself the “bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ”.  

The order of these is important.  We can never fully understand or enter into 

whatever calling the Lord has for us until first we’ve developed a genuine 

“bondservant” relationship with Him. 

The word for bondservant (doulos) means slave.  According to Thayer’s lexicon “of 

all the words that were used to describe one who serves another, doulos is the 
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most abject, servile Greek term for a slave.  It refers to one who serves another 

with zero regard for his own personal interests.” 

All of this is just another way of the Lord saying, “If you want to follow me, you will 

have to deny yourself – he that loses his life finds it.” 

In a commentary I read by Ironside some time ago on Daniel, I underlined this 

section as something that I realized has to guide every decision we make in 

wanting to know the Lord.  He was showing the order in Daniel’s life of his 

commitment to the Lord and the prophetic vision Daniel was given.  Here’s what 

he said, 

“Purity of heart (as in singleness of intent) and faithfulness come before 

enlightenment in divine mysteries.  If you attempt to reverse these things, 

you need not be surprised if you fall into all kinds of error.  If you try to put 

knowledge before heart-purity; if you try to put a grasp of scriptural truth 

before living in the presence of God, you are almost certain to have a fearful 

fall awaiting you.” 

We’ve seen this principle in other contexts. God doesn’t reveal His mysteries, the 

real spiritual meaning of His Word to casual inquirers – to people who will only 

take what He gives and select what they will act on based on what they feel has 

value to them personally.   

That’s reversing the order.  First, we must be genuinely committed to Him in 

everything, then He will reveal His will and resources to accomplish His will. 

This is actually how deception happens.  If a person is not willing to be fully 

submitted to the Lord as a true “doulos”, he will never move beyond milk in his 

understanding of God’s word. 

Peter is writing to those “who have obtained like precious faith with us.” 

The faith Peter is talking about is the faith that initially brings us to Christ for 

salvation.  I’m sure everyone listening to this has already experienced that faith. 

But most of us, at one time or another, have also experienced the loss or 

weakening of that initial faith.  Our Lord addressed this problem in Rev. 2 when He 

warned the Ephesian church about “losing their first love”.  

And even though all of us are probably familiar with these next verses I want to 

look it; we frequently need a reminder of what they are saying to us; 
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(Col. 2:6-7) “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 

Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith”. 

If we can remember the kind of faith we had when we first gave our lives to Christ, 

we have an idea of what kind of faith we need to exercise when we walk with Him, 

and what kind of faith needs to be firmly established in our mind. 

This definition of faith is from Grudem’s Systematic Theology; 

“Saving faith is trust in Jesus Christ as a living person for forgiveness of sins 

and for eternal life with God. This definition emphasizes that saving faith is 

not just a belief in facts but personal trust in Jesus to save me. The definition 

emphasizes personal trust in Christ, not just belief in facts about Christ. 

Because saving faith in Scripture involves this personal trust, the word ‘trust’ 

is a better word to use in contemporary culture than the word ‘faith’.  The 

reason is that we can ‘believe’ something to be true with no personal 

commitment or dependence involved in it.” 

Josh, who is one of the men in our Zoom studies, made an excellent point related 

to this in an interview he did.  He said that the way a person enters the kingdom of 

God will have a huge impact on how he will live in that kingdom. 

An increasing number of people allegedly coming to Christ are doing so because of 

either an emotional appeal or the promise of being able to live their best life now 

(the Joel Osteen approach).  Only God knows whose hearts are expressing genuine 

faith in Christ and which are only exploring the idea that if they joined a church all 

their earthly dreams would come true. 

In cases of coming to Christ only to gain health and prosperity, it’s no wonder so 

many fall away once they realize they were lied to.  Unfortunately, they end up 

believing that it was Christ, not the corrupt evangelists, who deceived them. 

So, I just wanted to emphasize the reality that Biblical faith is faith in a Person 

regardless of whether that Person meets up to our expectations or not.  Once we 

are, as Paul said, “rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith”, we’ll 

realize as we grow that following Christ is more likely to involve suffering and 

rejection than perfect health and a vacation home in the Bahamas. 

Now, in 2 Pet. 1:1 the word “obtained” means “to receive by divine allotment”.  So, 

Peter again stresses the reality of some being “chosen” for salvation – chosen to 

receive or obtain “like precious faith”. 
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We broke down the doctrine of election or predestination in our study of 1 Peter, 

so I’ll just give a quick summary of what this means and then we’ll move on. 

We looked at 1 Pet. 1:2 which says, 

 “. . . elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father.” 

All election unto salvation is determined by the “foreknowledge” of God.  God 

knew in eternity past who would believe if offered the gospel, and who would not.  

He can see the end from the beginning.   

Based on that knowledge, that omniscience, He chose us in Christ before the 

foundation of the world (which is Paul’s wording in Eph. 1:4).   

Unlike the Calvinist or Reformed theology approach, our election is not based on 

God simply making an executive decision regarding who He would save and who 

He would consign to the Lake of Fire.  

The selection out of humanity of those who would be saved begins with God’s 

foreknowledge, (His knowledge beforehand) of who would respond to the gospel 

and who would reject it.  And out of that knowledge He “chose us in Christ”. 

God’s omniscience not only establishes His sovereignty from eternity past to act 

omnipotently in the selection of those chosen for salvation, it also ensures that He 

has never violated the free will of anyone. 

The next thing Peter does is to say that this faith, which resulted in being 

positioned and accepted in Christ, is not because of our righteousness, but 

because of the righteousness of Christ.   Here’s the last part of vs. 1 

“. . . those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the 

righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

And just to point out something definitive in this verse regarding the deity of 

Christ, listen to this explanation of the wording Peter uses from Kenneth Wuest’s 

Greek New Testament; 

“The expression, ‘God and our Savior’ is in a construction in the Greek text 

which demands that we translate the phrase, ‘our God and savior, Jesus 

Christ’; the expression thus showing that Jesus is the Christian’s God; in 

opposition to the cult of the Caesars in which the Roman emperor was the 

god of the pagan Roman citizen.  Because Peter continued to insist upon this 

teaching, he was martyred.” 
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Hang on to that for the next time a Jehovah’s Witness drops by.  This is only one of 

a large number of indisputable verses showing that Jesus was God incarnate. 

Of all the people in the New Testament, the one who had the most dramatic and 

soul-crushing conversion was Saul of Tarsus.  The reason I use “soul-crushing” is 

because he was more devoted than anyone to stamping out what he considered to 

be the blasphemy of those who proclaimed that Jesus was Lord. 

That life-altering event which took place on the road to Damascus moved Saul 

from hating this man who claimed to be God to Paul who now worshipped Christ 

as God, and that event came by revelation of the Spirit. 

(Gal. 1:11, 15-16) “I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it 

came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. . . It pleased God, who 

separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace to 

reveal His Son in me.” 

I came across something on the nature of worship I wanted to share.  This is from 

one of Spark’s articles; 

“The fact is this, that what God is after is not primarily to do things for you 

and for me, not to impart things to you and to me, not to show things to you 

and to me, but to bring us to some fresh apprehension of God in Christ. The 

whole matter is an extremely personal matter. It is the realization of the 

Person which is going to result, firstly, primarily, and for evermore, not first 

in doing things, not in activity, not even in rejoicing in truth, but in worship. 

Worship is the first, the continuous and the final factor in the knowledge of 

God in Christ, and is basic to everything else in our relation to Him. True 

worship only springs from a heart discovery of Him. 

Take your Bible, especially the New Testament, and especially the forty days 

after the resurrection (if you want that narrowed down to something that 

you can grasp), and see if that is not true. It was not because He did or said 

certain things that they worshiped, but because they discovered Him in a 

way in which they had never known Him before. God’s dealings with us are 

governed by this supreme aim: that He might make known to us Himself in 

Christ; but this comes by illumination, by revelation; and that illumination is 

by the touch of Christ.” 
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Whenever the Spirit of God reveals something new to us of Christ, our first 

response is often the kind of awe or amazement that leads to worship.  This is the 

ideal relationship between a Christian and Christ. 

And then like Paul, we can move from being stunned by what we’ve seen to ask, 

“Lord, what would you have me do?” 

Obedience in the true, spiritual sense of the word, finds it’s highest expression 

when it’s the result of worship. 

Obviously, we are still called to obey the will of God regardless of how confused or 

discouraging our season may be; that’s a sacrifice on our part that God is 

extremely pleased with because at times like this, we are not obeying as a result of 

some heightened enthusiasm or experience, but simply because we want to do 

what’s right regardless of how we feel.  

But the obedience that springs from a fresh revelation and worship of Christ is the 

kind of obedience that will energize and characterize our growing relationship with 

this incredible Person that captured our hearts. 

I’ll give you an example of how something I read by Watchman Nee made a shift in 

how I viewed the Lord and helped me see something in Him I hadn’t seen that 

clearly before.  Nee is commenting on Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the 

well.  Here’s the verse; 

(John 4:6-7) “Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat by the 

well. ... Then came a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus said to her, 

Give me to drink.” 

And this what Nee wrote; 

“This asking for water is an expression of intimacy. Usually you are afraid of 

God, but you will not be afraid of one who asks you for water. You may be 

fearful of God, but you will not be fearful of the God who asks you for water. 

You are frightened because you think of God as high and distant and 

terrible. But if you know that this lonely, weary and perspiring One (even as 

you are lonely, weary and perspiring) is God, you will trust Him and not be 

afraid.” 

Peter then moves into the heart of his message in verses 2-4; we’ll start with vs. 2; 

“Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 

our Lord . . .” 
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The first thing that probably jumps out at us is Peter’s statement that “grace and 

peace” are multiplied to us through “the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” 

You would probably have guessed this, but the word for knowledge here is not 

gnosis which refers to imperfect or partial knowledge, but epignosis.  In his 

commentary Lightfoot wrote:  

“Epignosis implies a more personal relationship than gnosis.  Grace and 

peace are multiplied through this more intimate heart knowledge of Jesus 

Christ in contrast to a mere barren gnosis.” 

We all want to experience “grace and peace”, but many Christians have to settle 

for an imitation of these things through emotion and experiences generated in 

worship services that are similar to the same kind of excitement we can experience 

at a football game when our team scores. 

The grace and peace Peter is talking about goes much deeper than that, but they 

are inaccessible to those who are satisfied with a more superficial version of them. 

Epignosis is not accessed through messages that are more milk than meat.  

Epignosis comes by revelation of the Spirit in those who continually and 

persistently move deeper and deeper into the scriptures to discover the One those 

scriptures are meant to bring us to. 

Peter reinforces this in verses 3 & 4; 

“His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 

through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which 

have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that 

through these you may be partakers of the divine nature.” 

Think about the things Peter says we are called to possess and how those things 

can become ours in experience. 

How do these things become ours in experience, not just in theory or doctrine? 

(vs. 3) “. . . through the knowledge of Him Who called us.” 

So, then the question is – we’ve been studying for what seems like a lifetime and 

we feel no closer to all this than we did when we started. 

Before we break this down, we need to remember that there will always be one 

thing we must do before anything happens – just like the one thing an unbeliever 

must do to even begin this journey. 
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We have to trust the One Who asked us for water; we have to believe what He 

tells us.  All things are possible to him who believes. 

Now, let’s see if we can give some strength to our faith.  

Christ, Himself, has to personally become the object of our study and prayer – it 

must be Him and not simply information about Him, that characterizes our daily 

pursuit in all that we read or listen to. 

Several weeks ago, I shared something I found in Bilheimer’s book, Destined for 

the Throne. 

It does an incredible job of giving us a sample of the “exceedingly great and 

precious promises” given to us.  I realize that everyone is impacted by different 

discoveries they make in God’s Word, but as I said when I shared this, this is 

something I’ll never forget and will eternally be grateful for.   

“Literally everything Christ is doing in our lives is designed to qualify His 

Eternal Companion for entering into full partnership with her Lord in the 

governance of the universe. . . As the bride of the Eternal Son, she is to 

share with Him universal sovereignty – the governance of all creation, visible 

and invisible. . . The Church is a completely new, unique, and exclusive order 

of beings which may rightly be called a new species.  There is nothing like it 

in all the kingdoms of infinity.  This is the order of beings which God 

envisioned when He spoke the worlds into being.  This is the order of beings 

which Paul called, ‘the New Man’ (Eph 2:15) destined through the new birth 

(partaking of the divine nature) to be the aristocracy of the universe. . . we 

are to be princes of the heavenly realm. . . Christ will administrate and 

govern His eternal kingdom through His body, the Church.  Satan will be 

displaced by the bride of the Son of God.” 

Bilheimer even brings Peter’s promise of being a partaker of the divine nature into 

what he wrote. These things are absolutely true and to the extent we believe 

them; that we believe they are true for us; we can experience a deeper joy and 

anticipation than any imitation or substitute could ever give us. 

Christian political activists are more occupied with displacing Biden than Satan.  

The growing ‘vision’ of the Church is centered on earthly kingdoms over eternal 

kingdoms.  But like Jesus said in John 18:36, “My kingdom is not of this world”. 

Earthly kingdoms have been rising and falling for 6000 years.  The kingdom of our 

Lord, which we are now part of, is eternal and is the only kingdom we are meant to 
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set our hearts on.  The one thing that can free us from being deceived and caught 

up in this political movement to take back America is a clear, personal 

understanding of the destiny of the sons of God. 

The Lord has been instructing us, trying to move our hearts from earth to heaven, 

through both Old Testament and New Testament examples.  Here are some of the 

examples He’s used.  

How did Abraham rise above the fact that he was growing old living in a tent when 

he’d been promised a massive inheritance of land and descendants – the father of 

many nations?  He didn’t even have one child of his own and now he was past the 

age of ever having any children. 

He’d seen the promises of God come and go without fulfillment, so how did he 

rejoice in expectation of the city made without hands that he would live in 

forever? 

Abraham and Sarah were listed among those in Heb. 11 who, 

“. . . died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them 

afar off were assured of them and embraced them.” 

Look at this from Abraham’s point of view.  The God Who told him he would be the 

father of many nations is the same God Who told him he would living in a glorious 

eternal city – and now Abraham is nearing 100 years old and has no kids.  Why 

should he believe in the ‘eternal city’ promise when God has completely let him 

down on the ‘father of many nations promise? 

No wonder God called Abraham His “friend” – God must have thought, “this man 

will believe Me no matter what I do or what I don’t do.” 

I’m assuming all of you are grateful for being saved, for going to heaven instead of 

hell.  How do you even know if heaven exists?  Have you seen it? 

If you haven’t seen it, then all you have is a promise.  A “great and exceeding 

promise”, but nothing tangible to prove that your hope is rational. 

My point is that all of us have faith in some things.  Ask yourself why you believe in 

certain things you can’t prove, but not in others. 

No one has ever had less reason to hope in the future, to hope for something 

better, that Jesus on the Cross. 

Listen to this author’s input on that; 
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“The Lord Jesus looked at the joy that was set before Him and ran straight 

towards it. What is the joy? Our Lord obeyed God His Father according to His 

inherent nature. But in the Bible, we find another fact, which is, that God’s 

reward and promise—especially that of the kingdom—definitely had some 

influence on Jesus’ life. Because of the joy that was set before Him, our Lord 

Jesus in His earthly race pressed onward bearing both shame and the cross.” 

Is the coming glory that the Lord has promised us not real enough to overcome the 

cross we are going through now; or to overcome the enemy’s attempt to pull us to 

earth and turn us into freedom fighters? 

In Rom. 8 Paul said that “the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory that will be revealed.” 

All of the people that the Bible lists for us are examples of people who believed in 

the unseen so much so that “grace and peace” became theirs even in the dark 

seasons of their lives. 

Peace rarely comes to us in the realm of the seen; so, if we don’t believe in the 

unseen, peace will be extremely rare if we experience it at all.  This world and the 

circumstances we are in, our suffering and the desperate need we feel to have 

value on earth, especially in this generation, are not conducive to peace:)   

The only way to have inner rest is if, in our thoughts, we are living in the heavenlies 

with our eyes set on what’s coming.  We’ll need to view reality the way Jesus did, 

which, as the quote I just read put it; “The Lord Jesus looked at the joy that was set 

before Him and ran straight towards it.”   

And He did this knowing that the Cross was between Him and what He saw as 

coming after the Cross.  This is what Paul calls “having the mind of Christ”. 

I know from experience that our rationale around things like this is – “I’m not 

Abraham”, or “I’m not Jesus”, or “I’m not Paul” or “I’m not Job”.  That’s true, we 

aren’t.  But to the degree we can view life as they did, to that degree we can know 

the kind of inward rest they experienced. 

When our Lord offered this assurance to us, He knew our weaknesses, but He still 

made the offer.  We can rest if we trust Him – even people like us can rest if we 

cast all our anxiety on the Lord and leave it with Him. 

Ok, I’m going to wrap things up, but please keep in mind that nearly everything 

that causes us the anxiety we’ve been talking about is based on circumstances we 
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are in that are confusing, sometimes fear-inducing, and often impossible to explain 

in the light of what we think should be happening based on what we’ve seen in the 

Bible. 

So, I’m going to close with how one author I read learned to deal with 

circumstances that seemed to completely contradict the scriptures; 

“If we have committed ourselves to God and really want the Lord’s full will 

and we do not want our own, and by His grace we will go the way that He 

leads, whatever it costs; if we have done that and then situations have 

arisen which look terribly complicated and seem to contradict the 

faithfulness of God, what am I to conclude? What are we going to conclude? 

We have to conclude one of two things – that God cares nothing for all our 

devotion and consecration, and just lets us get into any mess, or else this is 

all under His eye. We have either to believe God or not to believe Him. You 

have all this here in the Word, and it all bears down upon this, that people 

who are related in Divine foreknowledge and Divine sovereign action come 

into situations like that, but in the end that sovereignty has been shown to 

relate to something precious to the Lord. 

“The Lord is after something more than ordinary and He needs a people for 

it, but such a people will have unusual experiences, inside and out. It will not 

be the ordinary, normal course where everything goes well and 

straightforwardly. It will not be like that for these people. They go through 

ways that are tortuous and exceedingly difficult, but there is a sovereignty at 

work. That is my way of analyzing and summing up the situation as I see it in 

the Word, and I can only say to you that it is not foreign and strange to 

God's special purposes to have experiences like that. Whether it be the 

remnant of Israel, whether it be the reactions of God in this Christian 

dispensation, in the book of the Revelation, the messages to the churches, it 

is all like this. Nothing seems normal with a people like that, because God is 

not going to have anything that is just normal, as we call the normal. It is 

something more, something extraordinary, so our experience, possibly even 

our suffering, must be extraordinary.” 

 

 

  


